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REPORT OF THE REGISTRAR GF THE SUPREME COURT FOR THE YEAR 1905,

Laid before the Legislative Council by Comrmand of
fis Fxcellency t/he Goverrornr.

1.—ORIGINAL JURISDICTION.

The number of Actions instituted in this division of the Court during the Table .
year 1905 was 427, and there were 257 pending at the commencement of that year.
Of these, 272 were disposed of during the vear, 64 being settled or withdrawn
before tria!, and 257 being struck out of the Cause-Book as having been standing
over generally for more than a year, leaving a balance of 154 undisposed of.

The total amount involved was 7,845,780.34.

The debts and damages recovered amounted to $2,651,983.63.

There were 3 Injunctions and 1 Interim Injunction granted.

The total fees collected and paid into the Treasary amounted to £23,519.25.

2.—SUMMARY J CRISDICTION.

The number of Actions instituted was 1,889 during the year 1905, and 394 a1,
were brought forward from 1904. Of these, 1,663 were disposed of, 752 being
settled or withdrawn before trial, and 394 beiny struck out of the Cause-Book as
having been standing over generally for more than a year, leaving a balance of 226.

The total amount involved was $749,169.34 ; and the total fees collected and
paid into the Treasury amounted to $8 643.25.

The number of Distress Warrants for Rent issued was 433, representing rale 11
aggregate unpaid Rents amounting to $46,259.92, of which the aggregate sum of
$20,092 47 was recovered, 179 Warrants having bzen withdrawn on settlement

* between the parties.

The fees coMected for issuing Distress Warrants and paid into the Treasury
amounted to $2,800.
3.—CRIMINAL JURISDICTION.

There were 41 cases and 76 persons committed for trial at the Criminal Taue .
Sessions. '

The number of persons actually indicted was 71, of whom 54 were convicted
and 17 were acquitted Against 5 persons no Indictments were filed, and they
were discharged pursuant to the provisions of “The Criminal Procedure Amend-
ment Ordinance, 1904.”

4,—APPELLATE JURISDICTIOY.

»
There were 5 Appeals instituted during the year, being :— ‘ Table 1V,
From the decision of the Chief Justice, .......... e e 2
5y »  of the Puisne Judge, ............... . Cl
s 5 Magistrates, ......... S e 2
L]

& which 4 were disposed of, being f—

From the Chief Justice, ........ eeeereeians ceraeee 2
» 9 Magistrates;, seceeseceriiiiiiiiineiiiiiiinn... 2

leaving 1 pending.
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One case was carried to the Privy Council, but no decision has yet reached the
Colony. '

Leave to appeal to the Privy Council was granted in the case of Tang Tsz U,
Appellant, and The Attorney General, Respondent, commonly known as the Cheung
Sha Wan case, on the 4th April. On the 27th July, the time for appealing, hav-
ing expired, the Petition for leave was dismissed with costs on the application of
the Respondent.

5.—ADMIRALTY JURISDICTION.

Table V. There were 9 Actions instituted, 2 of which were disposed of, 1 having been
settled before trial, leaving 6 pending.

The number of vessels arrested was 3.
The total fees received and paid into the Treasury amounted toe$818.50.
6.—Baxgrurrcy o CRISDICTION.

Table V. There were G4 Petitions filed, 47 being Creditors’ Petitions and 17 being Peti-
tions by the Debtors themselves.

The number of Receiving Orders made was 406, being 34 on Creditors’ Petitions,
and 12 on Debtors’ Petitions. :

The number of Public Examinations held was 16.
There were 28 Adjudications ; and 2 Compositions were approved by the Court.
There was one Discharge. '

The ageregate amount of declared Assets was $1,867,768.51, and declared
Liabilities $3,125,657.21.  Of the declared Assets only $217,275.36 were recovered.

The fees paid into the Treasury amounted to $3,202.20, including the Official
Receiver's commission as Trastee where no Trustee has been appointed by the
Creditors. ‘ .

A tabulated statement of the work done is attached to this Report.

[ ]
7.—PROBATE AND ADMINSTRATION.
" Table VIL There were 180 Grants made by the Court, being :—
Probates, coveee ceeernrrersiereieneirisirnensenreernereeneee 34
Letters of Administration, ..icoeevrvevirerenenscenslinnaey 96 -

180
The aggregate value of the Istates was §4,837,794.24.
Probate duties amounted to $116,601.00. Court fees to £8.845.15 and Official
Administrator’s Commission patd into the Treasury to $2,158.53.
Tables VIII & There were 49 Estates vested in, or administered by, the Official Administrator
VII(«)  during the year, representing an aggregate value of $31,077.00.
11 Estates were wound up during the year, as against 25 in 1904, representing
an aggregate value of $3,700.60. .
8 —Orr1c1an Trusts.

The total number of Trust Estates in the hands of the Official Trustee at the
end of 1905 was 19, and the aggregate amount of Trust funds $96,378.08 as
against 23 Estates aggregating to $241,264.34 in 1904, and certain house property,
viz., No. 6, Rednaxela Terrace.

* 9.—REGISTRATION OF (OMPANIES.

The total number of Companies registered from the commencement of the _
« Companies Ordinance, 1865 " was 462 with an aggregate capital of $211,794,108,

Of the 462 Companies on the Register some are defunct, some were not floated,
and some were wound up, leaving 254 on the Register at the end of 1905 re
presenting an aggregate capital of $128,558,501. :

There were 38 Companies registered in 1903, the revenue from which was:—,

Registration Fees, ....ovvvmiersrireiiiiinnennenn..$6,167.50
Filing and other Fees, .cocoovviniviiiiin, 1,415.50 :

$7,583.00




10.—FrEs AND Comussmx

The total sums collected during the year by way of Fees and Commissions Tables IX

paid into the Treasury amounted “to $(>l 984.69, as against $49,108.37 in the X @)
previous year.

11.—Tur Junees. - : ot

The Puisne Judge, Mr. Justice ArLrreEp Gascoyyxr WIsE, returned from
leave of absence on the 22nd May, and resumed his duties on the same day.

The Chief Justice, Mr. (now Sir) Fraxcrs Tavior PI(JGOTI who was
appointed to succeed Sit Wina MEIGH GooDMAN (retired). arrived in the
Colony on the 23rd May, and assumed the daties of his Office on the same day.
Sir Fraxcis Piecorr received the honouar of Knighthood on the 24th June, 1905.

12 —CoxmisstoNERs vor QOatus, &c.

Durmfr the year the following gentlemen were appointed Commissioners for
Oaths, &c., so ]ozw as they should hold their several oflices, viz.:—

Mr. Jouxy Wirtiax Lee-Joxes, Depaty Registrar and Acconntant, to be
a Commissioner for takmor acknow led(rments by married women
of the Deeds to be executed by them.

Mr. Georgr HerBERT WaxEeMaN, Land Officer, to be a Commissioner to
administer Oaths, &ec.

. Mr. Coarees Anexanxper Dick MerBoursE, Assistant Land Officer, to
be a Commissioner to administer Oaths, &e.

Me. Porinre Jacks, Assistant Land Officer, to be a Commissioner to
administer Oaths, &c., vice Mr. MELBOURNE whose Commission
lapsed on his severance from the Land Office.

13.—STAFF.

The Registrar, Mr. ArRaTROON SETH, received the honour of a Companionship
of the lmperml Service Order on the 24th J une, 1905,

Mr. Joserr Horsrorn Kemp, Deputy Registrar and Appraiser, acted as 2nd
Magistrate from 20th March to 12th April when he proceeded to England on 3
months’ vacation leave followed by 9 months’ leave of absence on half salclry, the
discharge of the duties of his Office being arranged departmentally.

Mr. James Dyer Barr, First Chinese Interpreter, was appointed to act as

* Assistant Registrar General on the 10th Auagust, his place being filled by Mr. L1

Hoxc M, the Second Interpreter, Mr. NICHOLAS GGEORGE INOLAN Interpreter at
the \Iqmstracy taking the place of the latter.

- ARATHOON SETH,
Registrar.
4th April, 1906.

.
-

Table I.

Rerury or Casgs brought under the eoynizance of the StpreME COURT of
HonekonG during the Year 1905,

ORIGINAL AND SUMMARY JURISDICTIONS.

= i * | JUDGMENT. | S
In No. of Settled —_— [ Struck out of the | 5 .
. Depen- | Cases ' ; or with- = Yiemisser Ciuse-Buok as < Debt and
Jurisdiction. | dency in_ Tutal. B;lr);’ll;:;l drawn | &, f;f ‘ e ;[&]“1‘:;;20(3 ‘:::i:%e’;’f:‘“z‘li?l‘l" 5 Damages
. in 1905. ° before = 2 2 Writs for more than 5° recevered,
1904, trial. | 2 1 ‘ <} ‘ S a year, =
P o | [
i ~ “ = 1 “ ! ,o
s bl o $
. ‘ 1 P '9
Original,...... 257 427% | 68L | 7.845,780.34 | 64 |195] 4] 1. 8 257 {154 | 2,651,083.63
| : !
Summary, ... 394 1,889 2,283 749,1069.34 752 1734 53 \ 15 59 394 ] 226 188,469.12
. l ! | ]

* ) Case transferred to Summary Jurisdiction.
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Table IIL

RETTRY oF DistrRESS WARRANTS FoR RENT dsswed during the year 1905,

. . Sold to pay
Number issued. pa

{ Ordinance No. 1 of 1883.)

) )
Number withdrawn,

Aggregate Reat Agaregate Sum

N Claims. involved. recovered on sales.
I .
1
1

435 256 179 $46,259.92 g $20,092.47

. Table

RETURN of Criminarn Caszs fried in the Svrreme Court

- IIT.
of HoxaxoNG, during the Year 1905.

R | Charges Cas
. SEXTENCE. | ‘K { abandoned. { postponcd.
. g — = ‘ |
g £ ; =] & B Lo
s . £ ! g | o g - ; !
o P < o= = ; 1
] =1 = igoE L g . -
= . i 8 las |22 & 0 & z . P Z
MR CLIME. 'E 1 EE | EE E | T g B g 7
RN <0 L5182 1815 T g BEiEE
ERE 313 r2 il Es g E ] ; TP SO VA SO
. E . S | = P21 as b S .
Z 2 . TIE[E B oo izl g Z %t B %
T A = otz & o= = = | = . = . . .
. : < <2 o 8 < = b P, < < <
P S<{2== 2 g E L% 2 4
1. 2 ATSOB, tareeee ceirerieeiee ittt et et ranere e eareeaneenene e 20 .. 2 | [ .. i
3 : 12 : Armed Robbevy, ... ... .. 9 3 .9 & 9 -
1 2 ! Assanlt with intent to rob e . 2 P2 AU 2 ;
1 1 Attempting to murder, ..o v veniann, ‘ . - 1 . . :
17 2, Conspitacy...covereuannan. e Dee 2 ; ’ . i
1 1 ! Defiling a girl under 12, ........... 1 ... 1 e
1! 2 | Demanding money with menaces,.. L2 N W
1 2 Detaining for ransom. ... coviiiiiiimnivinviiniciiea e, i i ] . 1 .. ' e
1 1 ! Disobeying an Order of Banishment, .....occoevenee. 1. . N . !
1. 1 : Embezzlement by person in the Public Service of ; i !
i His MAJesty, .eocviericiiine srinetniivencanenneanianes . 1 .. S
711 ilx\’[anslaughter, (G5 J RO Creeuean eeen 841 3 . 7 ‘ 1 .
4 B i Murder, i e 1 4 1 - ; | ves : !

2 i 2 i Perjury, . 2 . 2 . 2 ! i
10 1 18 § Robbery,...oes coee wiiais 177 1 13 4 - I .
2 [ 2 | Robbery with violence, P2 i .- 2 : L2 . ] -
1 : 2 Setting fire to a dwelling-house, 2 | i- 2 ; i ! .

Throwing vitriol with intent to do grievous bodily ! i ; ! i
‘ i DATIN, tvniiiene eis e ent ieeeenerasines rerens caerane . | . P 1 2 '
1 1 Uttering a forged Bank note, .... NN O . . ee ! i ! !
1 1, Uttening a forged will, ... ..... ... L . . 1 . . { e
1 3, Wounding with intent to maim, 21 i . 2 | [ e2
—i — ] — IS SR U
ey | l Lox
4171 . Bl | 1| 4r | 11 g L2004 5L
‘ : i I i i ‘ : :

Nvte.—Of 76 Persons, .. ceeaeie
Five not indicted are included under the headin

.

IRTTIRTI sheevsesstennie sensessnines

g of **Charges abandoned,”

(«) In one case the Prisoner was finced $500.

Table

IV.

APPELLATE JURISDICTION.

APPEALS
COMMENCED.

APrPEALS TRIED.

JUDGMENT.

Number of Cases.] No. of Cases.

‘ Appellant.

Respondent. } Pending. | Withdrawn.

| A
i |
4 ‘ 1 |

Tabl

e V.

ADMIRALTY JURISDICTION.

Actions instituted.

Number heard.

Settled or withdrawn. l Pending.

i
; A

; |
; 1 i 6

!

In 3 actions the ships were arrested.
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Table VIII
RETURNY OF ESTATES OF INTESTATES for the first half-year ended 30th June, 1905.

i

Amount ‘Deductions“ B

( Ordinance 2 of 1897, sec. 28.)

alanee on!

Name of Deceased. forl;e:fi:;i(}m Disf{:;re- closing Digposal of Balance.
: of Estate. ments. account.
r8 —T $ e £ e |

Tse Yan Cho alias Tse Yick Chi,i 2,495.15 383.25 2,109.90 : Paid into the Treasury.

J. Douglas, ..... 1 2.84. 14 2.70 ) ) Do.

Alfred Wright, «ceeirercinienan. 792.13 | 235.28 5535.85 | Do.

Friedrick Sehilrek,.cvciiiieneinnnn, . 2,318.76 181.35 ! 2,137.41 " Paid to Jardine, Mathefon & Co.
James George Reid, ..ooeeviaenen . 505.13 1 -381.21 | 123.92 Paid into the Treasury,

. 3 SPOOUER reerersrssrsaneeireen 9.95 250 | 745 Do.

A MUTPRY, «vvverernierrernaennn i 26.9% 1.34 [ 25.64 1 Paid to Mrs. Isabella Murphy, the widow.
David Jones, «ooovereiicieiniiannnn 966.71 48.34 918.37  Paid to H. K. Holmes, Solicitor, For the Exceutor..
F. Murphy, eecveeeenennrinennane. j 16.83 t k4 ‘ 15.99 Paid into the Treasury,

R. Home Co0k, +eveeernrimeniecnne. } 35.00 4 1.75 33.25 © Paid to X. J. Stabb, Attorney for Charles Cook.-
J. Rose Harmon, «coocvvieenasennen 175.00 i 8.75 'w 165.25  Paid into the Treasury.

Mrs. A.J. C. Leearoz, coveeecren. ‘ 14.00 | 70| 13.3¢ ‘ Do.

J. Le€aroz, veessersscevares N 315.00 15.75 1 299.25 Do.

A, F. Ribeit0,eecereeeierenssseenen. 7000 850 66.30 Do.

Miss M. Dores da Silva, 700 a5 665 Do.

Pun Kat Sheung, «v.ooerveererenen 2,775.20 \ SQQ.46 1‘ 1,884.74 Do.

Hurold F. Piper, .....coovirereenens 47.14 21.36 2578 Do.

Denton E. Peterson, covoeeveeenaes 1 15,082.16 | 1,587.71 } 13,544.45 Do.

P. 8. West,oooooneinneniiininnnnnns 59.04 295 | 5609 Do. .

Tse Sung, «oeveeeve merrureeemnnennes 9.03 | : .03 Do.

Cheung Lam,l ......................... 9.86 86 ; Do.

Yan Shan, coceeeeevriealvaraeenssd 1.00 ! .05 l 95 Do.

Chu Sho“r7 D U i 2.70 1! 14 : 2.56 : . Do.
"Loaung Tong, «ovveveriee vrnnnenns ‘ 26 J - 26 ¢ Do.

G. F. W. Luhirss, coeeeeeeennenn. 85755 | G008 | 32747 Do.

Gurmikh Singhy..ooveerrsienns 5819 291 | 5523 Do.

Mina Singlly eeveeeesreeereereenens 3700 ‘ 1735 19.65 %~1’aid to Narain Singh.

E Marsal, ..... ceareeeenieerrnas | 1,132.77 t 164,54 948.13 | Paid into the Treasury.

Wing Spek, coveereremrmseiieninnn, , 73 i T3 Do.

Chinese passenger S. S. Hy»on, | |

(name unkinown), oo [ 11.00 : 35 10L45 Do.

Chan Fook,.cvieererurriieieninioninns i 110.00 E 14.70 95-30 ' Paid to Chan Kwai, the brother.
Koshall Singl, «vooveeriiannnniien, \ 12.96 | 635 12.31 iPuid to Deputy Commissioner Amsitsa Panjrab, India..
Ed‘\\'ard“f;. Heath, ve.coeiiiniiennin. ? 230.47 ; .65 - 230.47 ’ Paid into the Treasury.

A. G. Apear, (Ol Estate), ...... ‘ 6570 16.79 | #4891 Do.

James MeLachlan,.....oevroeas <. IERINE aer | 12105 Do.

Sheung Lee Suen, woiveriiininn. 200,00 'l 200.00 Do.

$ i 25,106.96 | 4,032.06 | 24,074.90 |
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Table VIIL («).
RETURN of EsTATES of INTESTATES for the second half-year ending 31st December, 1905.
( Ordinance 2 of 1897, sec. 28)
| Amount Deductmns
Name of Deceased }received on for Ba}lam"etr Di 1 of Balanc
1. | account | disburse- | °% ‘g nsnt)c isposal of Balance.
N ‘3 of Estate. ments. aceount.
P % el $ e $ ¢ |
J. Odoire, ....... cerrrrerens meennes | 342,66 97.76 244.90 . Paid to J. Odoire, the father.
John l’ja.tterson‘Martin, ceserraenen 130,31 15.72 114.59 | Paid into the Treasury.
Fung Ngan Chiu, ............ ceerens 4560 2.2% 43.32 | Paid to Fung Shek Shi, the widow.
Ernest Angustus Earby, . ..eeu.e. Io974.72 82.84 | 891.88 | Paid into the Treasury.
Suknunden Singh, .c..cooiveinnnnn. P762.87 66.21 | 696.66 ’ Deo.
A. W. Greenaway,.......c..... e 5370 2.79 52.91 \ Paid to Capt. C. G. Spedding, Command-
B C* " : ; ing Detachment, A. O. C.
Chung Ying, .cceeveveriiiininnennnn. ; .20 .20 | Paid into the Ile%nr\
D’'Jahna Encarnacio,..c.ocevennn.. - 4.00 .20 3.80 | Do.
John Grindrod, -....ccevvnreninnnn. 23.20 1.16 22.04 Do.
Chan Ng, ccceecciinnnnn, crseeraeens 40 40 Do.
A. McDounell otherwise, Joseph o~ - ; b
Alex McDonald, ....ovuueen } 19.37 i 18.40 : Do.
Leong-Tai, covevvviniiiiiiiiiinnan... 261.78 34.59. 1 226.99 | Do.
Ebram E. Abraham (old Estate), 49.23 2.46 46.77 1 Paid to Kwok Ngan Abraham, the widow
. ) . . - j
|
$ | 2,670.04 307.18 | 2,352.86
i :
Table IX.
ReTURN of all SuMs RECEIVED as REVENUE in the REGISTRY of the
ScvrreMe Conrr, during the year 1905. _
g e
Original Jurisdiction, ..evvviiriiiiiiiii i et c e ras s e e re e en s 23,519.25
Summary 0T PP 8,643.25 X CL
Bankruptey 1o, e e e e 2,620.07 L
Probate . Do. TS ceteteeee e reeeeneees e 8,845.15 Y
Admiralty  Do. i, PO, e tesnetrirerraeieeeaes . 818.50 a
Official Administrator’s Commission, ..occoevviiievnicienene. e s aene casnasanee 2,158.53
Official ‘Trustee’s Commission, ..veveiviveeiiiiiruies iiieiiiiiiviiiiatirensierseraresouenies . 2,767.94
Bailiff’s Fees, (including what was hitherto described as Sheriff’s Fees), ....c....... 1,729.00
Fees on Distraints, ..oovveeiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiininnniainn.s e e rreteeaeueaeeera e sseeeeaaas 2,800.00
Registrar of Companies’ Fees, .....ocovvieiiiiniiiniee P P correnes ceee 7,383.00
Fines and Forfeitires, & .. i iieerieiies ciiiieerinrrnasiiriassteinetoserecersrtassasesasisasen 500.00
& 61,984.69
_ Table IX. (a).
CoMPARATIVE RETURN of all SuMs COLLECTED in the RrcisTry of the Stereme Courr,
‘ during the year 1905, and paid int> the TREASURY.
1904. 1905,
. & e $ e
RrgrsTrar.—-Cours fees pail by Stamps, ..o 37,323.35 47,246.22
Or¥ICIAL ADMINISTRATOR.—3  onamounts encashed <Lml p(ud into . .
the Treasury, .oovvriiiiiiiii i 2,20r1.27 2,158.53
Orricrar TrRosTER.~—2 ¥ on amount of Trust on takiug over up L
to $10,000, above $10,000 Commission 1 Y, & 2 7 on income, 2,767.94
BaiLirr's Fees.—(inclading what was hitherto described as She-
FIPS FOES), v+ srveerrernvererusessessserscosanassemnsenseeensenseeanseenes 1,450.00 1,729.00
REGISTRAR OF (JOMPANIES, tvueveteeuernaersennnrnneneenseensenaensasssnnns 7,378.75 7,683.00
FINES AND FORFEITURES, tveeee veevennsonaorecomrrnnersronsnssansranaens 755.00 . 500.00
MISCELLANEOUS RECEIPTS, ...... U PP .-
. $ 49,108.37 61,984.69
TUnclaimed Balances of Intestate EEstates,...oviviiviiiiieiininineenennns .-

§ 49,108.37 £61,984.69




