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PRESENT :—

His EXCELLENCY THE (OVERNOR, SIR
F. H. MAY, x.C.M.G. -

H1s ExceLreNcy “Major-Generau F. H.
KELLY, c.B. (Ganeral Offirar” Command-
ing Troops). —

Hon. Mz. CLAUD SEVERN (Colonial
Secretary). )

Hox. Mr. J. H. KEMP (Attorney-

General).

" Hown. Mz. E. D. C. WOLFE (Colonial
Treasurer).

Hox. Mz. A. F. CHURCHILL
(Director of Public Works).

Hon. Mzr. E. R. HALLIFAX (Secre-
tary for Chinese Affairs).

Hon. Mr. C. McI. MESSER (Captain-

Superintendent of Police). .
Hox. Mr. WEI YUK, oM.
Hon. Mr. H. E. POLLOCK, x.c.
Hon. Mz. E. A. HEWETT, oc.M.G.
Howx. Mr. LAU CHU PAK.
Mg, M. J. BREEN (Clerk of Councils).

Minutes

_ The minutes of the previous meeting
were confirmed.

Financial

Tee COLONIAL SECRETARY, by
command of His Excellency the Governor,
laid on the table Financial Minutes Nos.
93 and 94, and moved that they be re-
ferred to the Finance Committee.

Tur COLONIAL TREASURER second-
ed, and this was agreed to.

Paper

Tae COLONIAL SECRETARY, by
command of His Excellency the Governor,
laid on the table report of the proceed-
ings of the Finance Committee held on
December 24th, and moved that it be

adopted.

31st ' DECEMBER, 1914.

THE COLONIAL TREASURER
seconded, and this was agreed to.

Kowloon-Canton Railway
(British Section)

Tee COLONIA1 SECRETARY moved
the following reso, ution:— It is hereby
resolved that a s n of $348,866.93 be
advanced out ~Sfunds it the custody of
the Govérnr_e¢at for the construction of
the Kowlcén-Danton Railway (British
Segjion) during the year 1914.” In doing
o 8 elig. with regard to the resolu-
tion “in my mame, at the last
meeting of the Council I stated that I did
not propose to proceed with it then but
to refer it to the Finance Committee for
consideration. The various sums which go
to make up the amount asked for in the
resolution were considered by the Finance
Committee and approved of, but attention
was drawn by one or more of the unofficial
members to the late period in the year on
which this matter had been brought for-
ward, involving as it does the expenditure
of a large sum on capital account, and the
hope was expressed that in future years
such an account should be brought forward
earlier in the year. I had already
expressed regret in Council for the late
period at which the account had been
brought forward, and said that the
Government will certainly be very careful
{hat such an account is brought forward
earlier in the year in future. There were
reasons for it being later this year, but
I certainly think that it should not have
been brought forward at the last moment,
as it was in this case. I have already
made it clear that all the amounts asked
for will be spent on capital account;

all these various items are s uch
as are required to complete the
railway. The hon. member who

represents the Chamber of Commerce
(Hon. Mr. Hewett), also suggested
that the members of Council should have
had something before them at the time the
Colonial estimates were under considera-
tion. I think he realized that these capital
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sams for the railway have nothing to do

Witk the ordinary revenue and expenditure

of the Colony, but he thought that the
Council should have before them some idea
of what they were committing themselves
‘to on account of the railway, because,
incidentally, the Colonial revenue is
-affected by the interest charges on the
-capital sum expended on the railway.
That is so, and if it is possible, at the time
when the estimates are brought forward,
4o give some indication of what might
‘have to be spent in the coming year, that
will certainly be done. In this particular
-case I have pointed out that the only
sum out of the $1,107,000 approved of
that was known to be necessary when the
-estimates were unde consideration in
‘October, 1913, was tk. sum for the Kowloon
Railway Station. All the~ *her items have
arisen since, as there w-.s . ecessityg
them. I now beg to W.&hﬁ rgolut

Tre COLONIAL TREASURER second-

ed.

Hon. Mr. HEWETT—I should like
‘to say one or two words in reply to what

the Colonial Secretary said just now. -

The point I raised at the last meeting
‘was—it was in Committee—that it was
Just as necessary for the authorities
in charge of the British section of
the Kowloon-Canton Railway, as for
-any other business undertaking, to pre-
pare the estimates in advance and thus
£ive some indication of the amounts
which may have to be expended during
the year. I quite understood that it was
the capital account which was affected,
-and that this amount had nothing to do
with the Colonial vote. But it did not
-seem to us (the unofficial members) that
there was any reason why the railway
authorities should not have prepared the
-estimates in advance and put their figures
before this Council. As it is necessary for
a business man to give a forecast of the
possible expenditure during the next
twelve months, so it is equally necessary
for the Government, when placing the
‘Budget before us, to show what they pro-
pose to spend and hope to gain during
the next twelve months. It seemed to
me unbusinesslike that this money should
have been asked for at the last moment,
not only the $80,000 odd on the railway
station, but also that the rest of these
three and a half lakhs would probably be
-expended during the current year. That
was the whole of my point.
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HoN. Mg PLLLOCK—ir, I simply

rise to say that 1 quite agree with what
has fallen from m_ - hon. friend opposite.

HIS EXCELLENCY—The point which

the hon. member has drawn attention to
will be borne in mind.

FINANCE COMMITTEE.

A meeting of the Finance Committee
followed, the COLONIAL SECRETARY presid-
ing. _ -

Judicial and Legal

The Governvs—__.comménded the Couneil
to vote a sum of $250 in aid of the vote
Judicial and_Jegal Departments, D.—
Attorney-General,” Other Charges, Ineci-
dental Expenses.

Tre CHAIRMAN-—This is a special
charge owing to pressure of work which
has taken place in the Attorney-General’s
department. It was thought desirable
that _assistance should be obtained in
framing certain legislation which it wag
desirable to bring before the Council ab
an early date. It iy a fee which has to
be paid for the preparation of 1 islation,
and it is desirable that it s«h:osuff‘be paid
before the end of the year. The work has
been done, and the Bill, which has been
prepared, will be brought before Council.

Tae ATTORNEY-GENERAL—It is one
Bill and a set of regulations.

Police and Prison

The Governor recommended the Council
to vote a sum of six thousand six hundred
and eighty-four dollars and twenty-eight
cents ($6,684.28) in aid of the following
votes : —

A.—Police, Other Charges.

Clothing and Accoutrements ... $1,402.57
Launches and Boats—Repairs ... 2,665.72
Light eooiveeesciieeeeeeere 610.53
Passages and Bonuses ............... 1,077.55
Small Stores .......ccccoovrvireennn. 36.40

B.—Fire Brigade, Other Charges

BtOres .oueveeeeiieiie e * 891.51
Total ..., $6,684.28
Tae CHAIRMAN-—This has been

brought forward at a very late moment.
As to ‘ Clothing and Accoutrements
$1,402.57’:  This is due to the increase
in the price of materials and the low






