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—————

A meeting of the Finance Committee was
then held, the COLONIJALSECRETARY
presiding. The following vote was passed.:

Public Works,

Tae GOVERNOR recommended the
Council to vote a sum of Twenty-two thou-
sand one hundred Dollars ($22,100) 1n aid of

e

the vote, Public Works Recurrent, Miscel- |

laneous, Typhoon and Rainstorm Damages.

Railway Construction.

Tue COLONIAL SECRETARY brought
forward the Resolutionregarding expenditure
on railway construction for the current -
year. He explained that the amount stated
in the Resolution might now be reduced
to $4,020,000 in view of the omission
of the item for Workshops as explained
by His Excellency the Governor in his
' address to the Council on the subject of the
Railway. The Council recommended the
adoption of the resolution as amended.
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The minutes of the previous meeting were

read, and confirmed.

Financial Minutes.

Tee COLONIAL SECRETARY, by
direction of His Excellency the Governor,

- laid on the table Financial Minutes Nos. 9
to 18 and moved that they be referred to the

Finance Commaittee.

Tae COLONIAL TREASURER second-
ed, and the motion was agreed to,

Financial.

Tue COLONIAL SECRETARY, by

direction- of His Excellency the Governor,
laid o the table the Report of the Finance
Committee (No. 4), and moved its adoption,

Tae COLONTAL TREASURER second
ed and the motlon was agreed to.

Hongkong-canton Railway.

The following resolution stood in the name
of the Colonial Secretary :—

“Tt 1s hereby resolved that a sum of
four million and twenty thousand dollars
($4,020,000) be advanced out of funds in
the custody of the Government for tbe
purpose of construction of the Hongkong-
Canton Railway (British Sectlon) during
the year 1908. n

Tae COLONIATL SECRETARY said:
This resolution was referred to the Finance
Committee and there was a reduction to the
sum stated in the resolution in consequence
of certain sums being deducted from the
estimated expenditure in accordance with
your Excellency’s directions.

Tuae COLONIATL TREASURER second-
ed, and the resolution was carried.

Foreign Corporations Ordinance.

Tueg ATTORNEY-GENERALmoved the
first reading of a Bill entitled An Ordinance
to enable Foreign Corporations to acquire

and hold Land in the Colony.

Tae COLONIAL SECRETARY second-
ed, and the motion was agreed to.
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Wharf and Godown Co.’s Bye- Laws

THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL moved the
first reading of a Bill entitled An Ordinance
to authorise the making of Bye-laws by the
Hongkong and Kowloon Wharf and Godown
Company, Limited. -

Ter Hon. Mr. KESWICK seconded,
and the motion was agreed to.

Public Health and Buildings Ordi-
nance (Amendment) Bill

Tae ATTORNEY-GENERAL movedthe
second reading of the Bill entitled An
Ordinance to amend the Public Health and
Buldings Ordinance, 1903, and The Public
Health and Buildings Amendment Ordi-
nance, 1903.

Hox. Dr. HO KAI—I would ask that
the second reading of the Bill be postponed
for three weeks. The translation into
Chinese is not ready yet, but it will be ready
some time next week, and then there will be
only two or three weeks for the Chinese to
study the Bill. T hope the Government
will have no objection to postponing the
second reading for three weeks from this
date.

Tae Hon. Mr. KESWICK-—I beg to
second that, not only for the reasons given
by the hon. member, but also in order that
the foreign landowners and the property
owners may have further opportunity of
discussing and looking through this Bill.

His EXCELLENCY—T shall be glad to
postpone consideration of the Bill for
another three weeks in accordance with this
wish of members. The Council stands
adjourned for a fortnight. There will be a

meeting of the Finance Comm1ttee after the |

Counecil.
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FINANCE COMMITTEE. |

A meeting of the Finance Committee
was held after the Council—the Colonial
Secretary presiding—-at which the following
votes were passed:—

Assessor’s Office.

‘The Governor recommended the Council
to vote a sum of One hundred Dollars
($100) in aid of the vote Treasury, B.—
Office of Assessor of Rates, Other Charoes,
Typewriter.

Shroffs’ Securities.

The. Governor recommended the Council
to vote a sum of One hundred and twelve
dollars and fifty cents ($112.50) in aid of
the vote Treasury, Treasurer’s Office, Other
Charges, Security Allowances for nine
months to one 4th Grade and one 5th
Grade Shroff.

Improvement at Government
House.

The Governor recommended the Council
to vote a sum of Four thousand four
hundred dollars ($4,400) in aid of the vote
Public Works Extraordinary, Installation of
Electric Fans at Government House.

Maintenance of Lighthouses.

The Governor recommended the Council
to vote a sum of Six thousand five hundred
dollars ($6,500) in aid: of the vote Public
Works Recurrent, Buildings, Maintenance
of Lighthouses.

Harbour Master’s Department.

The Governor recommended the Council
to vote a sum of Two hundred and thirty-
four dollars ($234) in aid of the vote
Harbour Master’s Department, A.—
Harbour Ofhce, Other Charges, Oil and
Sundry Stores. |




