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goconnt, and if these monies earp any incoms or
interest I apyrehaend that the mugey thus earned

- will bo added to th- same acconnt as that ou which

the priucipal stands. Sections 25 and 28 provi e,
as 1 havu ale-ady stated, for amicabla arrange-
ments either by terms or by ths exercise of
powers of exchange, Section 28 I apprehend
there is no objection to now. It prohibitsany suit
against the Crown or Sanitary Board in respect
to certain matters in connection with houses now
resnoied avd closed by the Saanitary Board. It
originally was more general in application and
applied to lands which had been olosed by order
of tho Sanitary Board outside as well as within
the partienlar area of Taipingshan. It isnow
confined to Taipingshan, and I presume there is
po farther objection toit. Tdo not know whe-
thor there are any otber sections on which I
need make any remarks. The last section but
one euables other property within a period of six
wontbs of the coming into operation of this Or-
dinaues fo be brought within its powers. That
seems to Lo absolutely necessary, if it is truo
that thero aro cther blocks or other areas which
are in a siwilar condition to that which it ia
propessd to resums. In resuming my seat 1
may say that the Government have givea very
earnest considorat ion to this Bill and every objec-
tion raisad to it, and their principls has bLeen
theonghontinframiny it, in bringing it before tha
public aod in putting it before this assembly—
festina lente,

The AcTiNg COLONIAL SECRETARY—I so-
coud the Bill,

Bill read a second time. :

The Council then went into Committes on
the Bill.

Upon Section 27 providing for funds out of
which the compensation shall be paid,

The AcTiNg ATTORNEY-(GENERAL said—It

able at the moment to pay any award ; the colony
might have no public funds for that prapose, but
possibly this monsy might be temporarily raised by
weans of Government bonds or debentares bear-
iog interest at a rate lower than seven par cent.
and redeemable at 3, 6, or 9 months, ‘therefore
in order to make it possible to issue those bouds
or dobentures, I propose that the secticn
should read as follows:—All sums reqaired f r
the purposss of this Ordinance for compensation
or costs of avbitration as against the Crowa shall
be borne and paid out of thoe public funds of the
colony or may be raisel, provided for, or paid and
paid by Public Loan or in such other manper as
may be authorized by Ordinance.

Agreed.

A few other immaterial alterations were made,
but some diffieulty arose in regard to certain
lots named 1n the schedule.

His EXCELLENCY—As there is some alter-
ation needed in the schedule I think we had
better postpone the third reading until these
alterations are made. I suggoest that we meet’
this day fortnight.

Hon. E. R. BerLrLios—Will not that be
pos;,poning' the passing of th Bill teo loug,
sir

His ExceLreNcy—It bas to wait for the
Royal Assent. I bave alroady sent the draft
home to the Secrotary Hf State, and {uformed bim
that the nuoflicial mewmbers had promised that
there should not be any important amendment ;,
I will telegraph to him when it is passed,
and I asked bim to telegraph Her DMajesty's
agsent. That will take at least five weeks, so
that there is no need to bave the third reading
at once. [ will adjourn the Council to this day
fortnight.

ADJOURNMENT.

has beou suggested that it might not be practic-

The Council then adjourned until the 17th

inst.

17te SEPTEMBER, 1894,

PRESENT-—

His Excollency the Governor, Sivr WiLLIAM
Foninson, K C.M.G.

Hon. J. H, StewarT LockmarT, Acting
Colonial Secretary.

Hon. A. J. Liach, Q.C., Aoting Attorney-
General,

Hon. N. G. MircErLL-INNES, Colonial
Treasuror. :

Hon. E. M. Rousey, R.N,, Harbour Master.

Hou. B. BOWDLER.

Houn, C. P. CHATER.

Hon. J J. XESKICK,

Hon. Ho KarL

Hon. E. R. BeLirtos, C.M.G.

Hon, A. McCoNAcCHIE.

Mr. A, BE: 8, Clerk of Councils,

MINUTES.

The misutes of the provious meeting, after

slight awendment, were read and confirmed.
THE REPORT OF THE RETRENCHMENT
COMMITTEE.

The AcriNng CoLox1aL SECRETARY—I have
the honour to lay on tho table the report of the
Committee appointed to enquire into the expen-
diture of the colony. :

THE MILITARY CONTRIBUTION.

Hon. E. R. BrriL1os—8ir, is it a fact thata
ocortain and not incousiderable proportion of the
amount voted by this Council as & contribulion
for the maintenance of the Garrison and which
is paid in sterling at the rate of exchauge of the
day, is spent by the Military Aunthorities locally

and in eilver dellars, and if eo will not the War.
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‘Office consent to receive such contribution at ite
-averagn amount in dollars euleulated at the rate of
exchange prevailing at the dato the contribution
was increased to £40,000 sterlivg ? With your
Excellency’s permission I beg to point out that
owing to the fall in exchange the contributicn
presses with great severity on the Coleny, and if
a large proportion of the surm is expended locally
in dollars the War Ofice aro profiting greatly
by our loss. 'This was nover contemplated when
tho snm was fixed at £140.000, and if the conces.
sion suggested were wade it would, to some ex-
‘tent, reliove the Colony without causing loss to
the War Office, the prices of food, &ec., lLaving
1ot appreciably advanced in Hongkong,

The Acring CoLONIAL SECRETARY—Though
3% is not possibie to distinguish the varions
military disbursements as being made from any
particular rcceipt, I am able to stato that out
-of a total of £154.000 disbursed locally last year
by the military about £68.000 were spont in
payment fixed in dollars and not in sterling.
As regavds the second part of the question I
wmay mention that the Goverbor has alredy
made several represeutations to the Secratary of
Stato respecting the necessity of reconsidering
the military contribution oo account of the fall
in exchange, and in his despatches to the Seere-
tary of State has supported the viaw held by the
uuofficial members aud by the members of the

- Committee appointed to enquire into the Ex.

penditure of the colouy, viz, that the military
contribution should be fixed in dollars and vot, as
at present, in sterling. It is not tco much to
expect an early reply to kis Excellency’s repro-
sentations.

WITHDRAWAL OF MOTION.

The AcTiNG COLONIAL SECRETARY—I beg
permission to withdraw the motior standing in
my name. I trust to be in a positicn to bring it
forward at the next meeting ot Conuecil,

HEALTH ORDINANCE 1504

The AcTiNg ATTORNEY GENERAL—I beg to
move tho first reading of a Bill to make pro-
vision for dealing with certain houses closan
during the plague, aud to make further and bet-
tor provision for the health of the colomy. Il
moving the first realing T do not intend to de-
tain the Council at any ereat loncth. The Bill
has been in the hauds of hon. members for such
& short time that I am quite sure they will botter
apprecinte my remarks after further cousidera-
tion of this measure, but I v ish to make a short
statement as to the real object of the Bill, and
to remove misapprobensions as to its intended
effect. The object of the Bill is to carry out
eertain rocommendations of the Permanent Com-
mittee of the Sanitary Board and the Housing
Committoe—only such recommendalions as are
deewed to bo necessary and expedient at
prosent and not to fouch upon other of
thoir recommendations which would neocessitate
careful coosideration of the Building and
Health Ordinances, whioh must certaiuly ocoupy

two or three monthy. Ouna misapprehengion in
partioular I wish to aveid. I have beard it
said “ You are going to deal with a nuwber
of houses that have been closed by the Por-
mancal Committes, undar ths auathority coa-
forred by their by-laws and by the spocial by-
laws made dnring the prevalenca of the plague
and by the Ordinancs passed to confirin what had
been dons, and yot you are making no provision
whatever for the compensation of the persons
who hava lost mouney in rent by reason of the
action of the Permanent Committes” it has
been suggested that becanse this Ordinance
doas not provide for compensation of owsners for
rents losl, the Goverament intends to give
no such compensation at all. I wish at once
to remove that misapprohension. Tha question
whetber tho Goverument shall provide com-
pansation or not is uuder considaration, and if a
scheme is hereaftor formulated it would havo to
recaive the sanctinu of the Socretary of State,
either in the form of a draft scheme sout home
aud approved previously, or in the form
of an ordinanes, with a suspreding clanse,
In eithor event it. would wean very serious delay
in carrying out the provision now contomplated,
which ave deemed essential and urgont by the
Pormanent Committen. [ may also state that
the schodules of this Ordinance are not yet gty
complata; thess schedulos wiil show what houses
have boen and still are closed, what bave been
closed and reopened under the Permancnt Com-
mitten’s. condifions; bat I propose with yome
Excelloney’s sauction to obtain a list of {lLose
houses ju an enlargad form showinz not
only what the schedules in this Ordinancs will
show but s“ewing tha names of the ewgers of
the houses which have baen closed, ths time
dnring which they have boen elosed, aad, if it
is possible to ascerlain it, the amouat of rent
which those houses, if let, wonld have obtained
for their owners during the period ot their be-
ing olosed, Upon that schedula or list a scheme
could be formnlated or an Qrdinance drafted,
and T do not think it woold b+ a matter of great
diffionliy. With these few rowarks I beg to .
move the first reading of the Bill, nnd I mav say
that all the time which the unofficial memb-rs
think necessary for the consideration of the Bill
will be given before the second reading.

The AcriNg COLONIAL SECRETARY—I
(o second the first reading of tha Bill,

Hon. J. J. Keswick—Sir, this Bill, ag the
hon. Attorney.General has just meationed, has
boen in the hands of the unofficial mewubers sach
8 short timo that wo shall need some delay before
the second reading, asit bay been qnite impossible
to master its contents, It isan exceedingly im-
portant measure, and a carsory glance at it I
think will show that it is one which would be
wholly nnacceptable to the publis, and its provi.
sions in many respects woald be wholly jnapplio.
sble to this commanity. It is my intention there.
fore, unloss it is very materially altered before it

beg
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cames up again—and noless very ample timeis
given for its consideration which I am glad
to note the hon. Attorney-General has promised
—it is my intestion to move at the second reading
that the Bill be throwa out.

The Bill was then read a first time.
SUPPLEMUNTARY APPROPRIATION BILL 1893

Tha CoLONIAL TRBASURER—I have the hon-
our, sir, to movo the second reading of the Bill
eutitled an Qrdinance to authorise the Appro-
priaticn of a Supplementary sum of $212,54792
to dofray the sharges of the year 1893. I bave
endeavoured as my report shows to simplify the
form of the supplementary estimates this
year with a viow to rendering them morva in.
talligible to Lon. membsrs of Couucil. I have
much satisfaotion in stating that the net increase
for the vear, ian spite of the drop in the pold
value of the dollar, amounts to sowme $2,000 only,
while the expenditure on public works extraor-
dinary has been brought up much wvearer to the
estimate than it has been in bygone years. As
will be seen the met increase for which L have
to ask a vote is only $2,900, though the total sum
which I am compslled to ask for amouuts to
$212,547. I shall be bappy in Committes to
answer any questious which hon. members may
wish to put to me regarding any of the items,

‘I'he AcTING COLONIAL SECRETARY seconded.

Bill read a secoud time.

The Bill passed through Committee without
discussion,

The Couneil resumed.

The CoroNIAL TRBasURER moved the third
reading of the Bill

Tho Acting COLONIAL SECRETARY seconded.

Bill read a third time aud passed,

THE TAIPINGSHAN RESUMPIION ORDINANCE.

Courcil resnmed the consideration of the
schedules of this Bill in Comunittea.

The AcrINg ATIORNEY-GENERAL then
woved that the Bill be recommitied in order
that a few small alterations micht be mada,

The AcTing COLONIAL SECRETARY seconded.

Bill io Committ-e.

The AcTING ATTORNEY-GENERAL suggested
that the provision for iuserting an advertise-
ment of the list of lots, ete., in 8 Loundon paper
was unnecoessary as he was given to understand
that only two owners resided at home and they
weore represented heve.

The deletion was agroed to.

Upou Section 8,

The AcCTING ATTORNEY-GENERATL moved an
altoration which provided that instead of four
mwonths {(as originally provided) the words “as
soon as possible and not more than six months
after the publishing of the oonstitution of tho
Board of Arbitvation ” shonld rule the period for
the sending in of olaims for compensation and
explained that this alteration would probably
make the Board to get to work ou the settlement
of claims for compensation four month searlier
than uader the original wording of tho clause.
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This was agreed to.

Iu Sections 13 and 14,

Tho AcTING ATTORNEY-GENERAL moved
the insertion of the words ** sfter hearing the
parties ” after the words  the Board ™ in each
section.

Agreed.

Council then resumed.

The ACTING ATTORNEY-GENERAL—I beg to
move the third reading of the Bill.

The ActiNg COLONIAL SECRETARY==I beg
to second it.

Bill read a third time and passed.

HON. C. P. CEATER’S MOTION FOR THE APPOINT-
MENT OF A COMMISBION.

Hon. C. P. Cuarer—IL beg to move the
resolution standing is wy name.  Yomr
Exosllency, it is not necessary for me to speak at
lopgth in sapport of the motion which stands
in my pame to-day, for I have already given
my reasons why I consider the appointwent of
such a Commission as I advocate Lo bo a pradont
measare, and 1 sincerely trust there is now no
misanderstanding about them. T'ar be it from
me even to appear to throw obstacles in the way
of measnres undortaken to avert the possibility of
a recarreuce of the plague which has so vecently
afflicted us but it is strongly borne in upon ma that
all that ix necwssary wight be dove without
having recourse to such wholesale destruction as
bas been proposed. I say—let your Excellency ap-
point a Cominission such as I ask for, of as repre-
seutalive a unalure as possible, and then, if
the Commission decide that the origiual plan
of the destruction must be carried out, T and
many who think with me will have the satisfac-
tion of kuowiug that the guestion bas had every
possible consideration in all its aspects ; but ou the
other hand, if the decision of the Commission
coineides with onr idea, a large sum of moaey will
havo been saved to our at present hard-pressed
Colony. Ther«fore I bog to proposs that a Commis-
sion be appointed to ouquire into and report to the
Government upon tho guestion of whal portion
of the buildings situated on the laud to be re-
snmed under the provisions of the Taipingshan
Resumption Bill should be destroyed, and what
portion should not.

Hon. A. McCoNacaie—Your Exoelloncy, I
rise to second the resolution just proposed by
my friend the senior unofficial momber. He has
made the obj ot for which he asks for ‘this Com-
wission s> abandantly cloar that it is wunnecos.
sary for me to add much. I osa guite uader-
stand all who have uot persouslly examined
this property for themsclves, and having read
the evidenco presented to the Government for
the total destruction of Taipiugshan, coming
to that conclusion that that is necessary. I was
of that number myself. However, { considered
it my duty to examive the property in company
with others very carefully, and I may say that
the improssion was fuorced upon my mind that
thore was a groat deal of excellent property.
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excellont streels of concrote, woll laid down chan-
nsls, and excellent granite steps, and rouch other
valuable propecty which it searmed to me it was
not entively necessary to destroy. I do not ad-
vocate for a moment half weasures. Considering
the disastrous effect of the plague on the trade of

" the colony no one, I think, wonld advoeate that;
but T am not at all satistied {hat all the evidence
that is in the possession of the Government has
been given by those who first for themselves per-
sonally inspected the property, and I am afraid s
grent deal of it is, us it were, hearsay evidence,
T feol sure that if all would go and see the
property for themselves they wonld join in the
couclusion arrived at by those with whom I was
associated in the inspection. I think tbe greater
pumbsr of thom came to the conclusion that it
was a pity to destroy so much valuable property.
Therefore I think if this Commission were
grantod and they examined the property per-
sonally it would give satisfaction to all. If
afler examining il as a whole they came to the
decision that lo be absolutely safe it is desirable
to destroy it all, then I say I should approve of
their action. Ouly do uot destroy that which it
is entirely unnecessary to destroy.

Hlis ExcELLENCY—Gentlemen, I fesl bound,
in what I consider the best iuterasis of the
Colony, to oppose the motion of the hon. mem-
ber. I am vory sorry that I should be obliged
10 take this step becanse the hon. mewber has,
on many occasions, given to me personsily and
10 the Goverument most excellent advien and as-
sistance, but I venture to think, on this occasion,
his assistance is not worth our acceptance and
his advice is not somnd. I shall be very sorry

- if this motion is passed. T trust the hon. mem.
ber will not be able to command a majority of
votes, because if the motion is passed it will,
I thiok, simply mean further concessions . to
the weak-kneed, and we have certainly ‘made
suflicient concessions already in the Taipingshan
Resumption Ordinance. The passage cf this
motion will mean a lot of further fruitless disous-
sion and more litigation, and 1 have no doubt it
will result in dangerous and unnecessary delays.
Gentlemon, I do not think we need go very far
to find ont. the souro: from which the hon.
member has gained bis inspiration. You know
in these degonerate days as they are called the
pen is very ofton mightier than the swovd, and
weall know that some weeks agon highly respected

* membar of the community--a gertleman resident

atthe Peak—wielded kis pen with very greateffeot.

There is no truer sayine, I think, and 1 am sore

. it is a saying whioh will recommend itself to the

- gentleman in question, if it is a Seriptural qne,

thao that “ Familiarity breeds contempt,” THat
is exactly the caso in this instance. We hive
seen the plague como amongst us, we bave seon
it inorease in virulenoo and carry off its hundred
viotims per day, and we have seen it gradually
abate, aud, thank God, we hiave seen it disappear;
and we, now, only look upon it as an evil of

R

the past. While this steady decrsass lias been
going on the pen of the ready writer 1 bave
referred to has been wielded with considerable
effect, Ho told ns—as has been ivforred by
the hon. member representing the Chamber of
Commerce—he told usin polished periods that
after a fow little structnral alterations 'Taiping-
shan, the seat of the plague, might easily be.made
an onsis in the desert—an earthly paradise. He
bas also sought to persuade those wha will ne
doubt feal financial loss under the Resamption
Ordinance that if tho streets and alleys of Tai-
pingshan, which have been described by the
medical eye-witnosses as pestiferons, * foul,
poisonous, and a mass of pollution”—he has
tried to persuade these people that by the ap-
plication of a litile extra whitewash and water
the houses and streets might be made to “re- |
joice like the desert and flourish like the
rose” Gentlemen, I ask—is it possible that
we, a body of sane men, can receive siate-
ments of this sort in tho face of overwhelming
evidonce we have received from experts and
seientists in the matter? I say certainly mot.
T may further say that, supposing any ad-
ditionai evidonce is wauled, such as the senior
unofficial mewber and the mewber representing
the Chamber of Commerce desire, surely we
havo in the Government servico our Colonial
Surgeon, with 25 or 30 years’ experience in the
Colony, and our Director of Public Works—
both able and respcnsible men—who are fully
capable of giving us_as good advice as anyono
can on the subject. I think the sceeptance of
the Lon. member’s motion would be ruuming a
great risk, which I personally dare not ineur.
The trade of the Oolony has sutfered sufficiently
in the last six mouths. ard if we had nnhappily
a reourrence of the plague [ am afraid our trade
weuld not temporarily but permanently saffer,
Then, too. I do not think the hoo. member fully
realises the awkward position in which 1 should
be placed if 1 accopted his wotion. I do mnot

 think I conld——1I do not fecl prepared o try to—

seloct a body of gentiswen with greater expori-
ence, greater kuowledge of the Colony, greater
ability, and whose opinious would carry greater
weight than tho geutlemen composing the Per-
manent Commities and the Housing Com-
mittee; and am I, as Governor, after hav.
ing accepted their advieo and thacking
them for it two months ago, to turn round now
and say, ** Gentlemen, although I accopted your
advice two months ago I have repented apnd I
must got an abler body of men, in whom I bave
more confidence, to reconsider your opinious and
give me better adviceP” I am nol prepared,
gontlomen, to occupy a position of thatsort; Tam
not prepared to put a qnestion of that sort to the
gentlowen who have acted so thoroughly in this
matter. If I did, I should Iny myself open to the

charges of inconsistency and vacillation which
wonld very properly be hiurled against me. Night
I oall your attention to the programme which the
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Government deliharately skeriched out on the
2oth June, After sending to the Secretary of
Stato the extract from my speech delivered at:
this table on the 12th June, I 8aid, ** ‘The remedy
is, as your Lordship will see, a very drastic
ope. 1t may result in the destruction and
re-building of one-tenth pwt of Hongkoug,
It will certainly necessilate the oxtenmsion in
every direction of houses fitted for Chinese
occupation on improved sanitary prineciples, It
will donbtless cause a general increase in rents,
an inocrease in tho cost of living, as wellasa
general iucrease in the rate of wages. It will
also necessitate the increase of the storage
capacity of the Tytam Water Works so as to
secure an additional supplv of about 80,000,000
gallons of water.” Then I went on to say, in
paragraph 34, In reply to wmy speech I may
here wention that on behaif of the unofficial
members and the community at large, the senior
unofficial member, the Hoo. C. . Chater, pro-
mised that the (Government should be loyally
snpported in alf its endeavonrs to cope with the
unfortunate dilemma im which the colony is
placad.” This despatch I read to the hon. senior
unefficial member before it was sent to the Se-
oretary of State—1 am not sure whether I read
it to Mr. Koswick also —

Hon. J. J. Krswick—You did not read it to
me, 8ir,

His Excernency—At all events, the senior
unofficial membor made the contents of ‘the
despatch known to all the other unefficial mem.
bors of the Governwent. But really, gentlemen,
I may be making too much of this, for I do not
seo_how the hon. member proposes to get his
majority, unless many of the members at this
table are going to stultify themselves and eat
their own words; for my friend the hon.
momber for the Colonial Secretariat, who also is
Registrar General and Protector of Chinese, re-
commended me on several occasions to accept
the advice of the Permanent Committee and
the lounsing Committes; tho Coloninl Trea-
sarer and Dr. Ho Kai, ono as chairman and
the other as a membor of the Housing Commit-
tes, signed the nuanimous report strongly recom-
meading the total destruction of Taipingshan
“ praferably by firo;” the Director of Publie
‘Works had a representative on that Committee,
and he is not likely to contradict his advica; Mr.
telilios at our last nooflical meeting told us be
was in favoar of destraction by fire, and gava us
a thrilling accougt of some Indian city or village
which was destroyed by fire, and in which no
case of cholera had ever oconrred since

Hon. BE. k. Berivtos—No, it was Naples I
referred to,

His ExceLLENCY—] do not know what the
hon. member the Chairman of the Chamber of
Commerce has to say. He has just returned
from the seat of war, and should know all aboat
the dinger of delay. As to the hon. the Attor-
uey-General, I think I cau gness what his opin.

ion is. I have nc desire to make this a Govera-.
ment gnestion, I think it is one of the must im-
portaut which has ever come before this Council,
and I feel sure my colleagues of. the Govern.
ment if they bave strong opinions will stick to
them. I sm sure they realize the weight of
rosponsibility which is involved in  their
vote. You may say that a Commission
of this sort will not do harm and that it
may do good and that money may be saved.
That, I say, is an invertebrate roason, and
matter of pure speculation. = [ think such s
Commission as proposed is unnecessary, as it is:
liable to jucrerse the delays which are sure to
arise over this very big question. 1f the hon.
member is fortunate enough to carry his motion,
he has my best wishes for ifs success, and 1 hope
it will turn out better than ho expects, and
result in saving a large sum of mouvey. Ido
not want to spend more than is necessary. Ba$
I thiok, in recording my vote agaiost it, I sball
at loast hava acted logically and consistently, and
in accordance with the weight of evidence placed
before me.

The AcTING ATTORNEY-GENERAL—Sir, I
feel that it is my duty also fo oppose this mo-
tion. Much of what your Excellency has al-
ready said has cut away what I intended to say
to the Council, but I now oppose this motion
mainly on the ground tbat the appointment
of & Commission is unnecessary. Iu the first
place the decision of the Government—although
it is pretty certain what the decision of the
Governmeunt is—is not flual. That decision,
snch as it is, has been arrived at from two ve.
ports, one of the Permanent Committes of the
Sanitary Board and one of the Housing Com-
mittee, both of which bodies have absolutely re-
ported in favour of dewmolition. One report is
based on the experience of those who devoted
such an enormous amonnt of time to the plague
and plagne questions daring the last four or
five months, and the other is based chiefly on
the medical evidence. all of whioch, as I
have pointed out before in this Chawmber, is
unanimously in fuvour of the demolition
of these houses wnd their destruction by fire.
So far as the Government is ooncerned none of
those gentlemen who have reported on the de-
struction of the houses, or who have given evid-
enco in favour of that, have altered their opinioas.
I cannot conceive that they could have allered
their opinious. T have heard it said that (hey
have, but T cannot conceive that they should bave .
8o changed witbout baving informed the Govern- -
ment that thoir views bad altered. I cannot
imagive that they would leave the Govorument in
such a false vosition by leading the Governmont
to bolieve th.t their iews wore still the snme as
those on which the Government based its opiniou,
when they were not. Woell.if it is tbonght, when-
aver tlLe Governinent has to come to a fival sounclu-
sion on the watter, or when it is really and finully
10 be determined what is (o be done with this area,
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that the modical evidence can bs supplemented
in any way, surely it is eqnally as open to the
Goverument as to any Commission, and pro-
bably suoh further evidento wonld ba taken
in a much shorter and loss expensive way.
The evidence of the medical profession as it
stands shows that the whole of the soil in this
arca is impregnated, possibly with plague germs
—cortainly it is infected and in a more or less
inzanitary condition—and that the total destruc-
tion of all the houses in it is most nocessary.
Thorefore you must either cleanse that soil or
removo it, Then as regards tho necessity
for pulling down good houses or the possibility
of leaving some housos standing while destroy-
ing othors, that again is a question of experi
avidence—I do not moan the evidenco of amateur
experts who go round and look at tho houses
mt who possees no really praotical knowledge, but
I mean the evidence of architects and enginoers,
which ig really valuable. I do not wish for a mo-
ment to throw uny blawe or cast any slur on thoso
gentlomon who have gone through this area and
trivd to soe for themsolves what the condition of
thoso buildiugs is, but I venture to say that their
sight from want of experience may have mis-
led them. I think if we want farther evidence,
if tho Government desires furthor evidencs,
surely they have it within their haunds’ reach.
and unless the hon. senior unofficial mem-
bor's motion means that the Public Works
Department is not able, or capable, of doing that
which he wishes this Commission to do, snrely
the evidence that can be obtained as to the eon-
dition of these houses—and as to whether a cer-
tain honse should be pulled down and another
loft standing—-is in the possession of the Govern-
ment or is equally as available to the Govornment
now as to a Comission hereafter. I think it is
also to bo borae in mind that if a Commission
was appointed such as is proposed by the hon.
sevior unofficial member, it would really to a
orrtain extent be doing donble work, work which
was also being carried out under the Ordinance
which has just been read in this Ceuncil a third
tine. I dare say the hon. member will at once
gnoss what I mean. In that Ordinance the arbi-
trators have to appoint certain porsons—no doubt
axpertd; architects on the one hand and me-
dical men on the other—to examine and
enquire into tho condition of these houses.
I'do not sny that it would go to the whole
oxtent to which the Commission would carry
their labours, but it would certainly perform a
very groat part of the same work as tho Commis-
sicn would be performing. ‘Therefore the survey
and detailing of the condition of these houses
will be of great assistance to the Government
in coming to a determination, when the survey

. is completed, as fo what is ultimately to bo

done with this area. A Commiseion, then,
going to work at the samo time as this survoy
is io progress would praotically mesn two bodies

of people o oarry out the same objest. Now,’

Sir, of course there is the argument which
your Excelloncy has touched upon. Peocple
may say * This Commission can do no harm,
and it may do some good.” [ dou't know.
As your Fxcelloncy has said, that sesms rather
an invortebrate policy. I am afraid that the
appointment of a Commission would oause
serious delay. It must take a great amount of
time. To be thoroaugh the commissioners must go
over the whole of the medical evidence, and take
the expert avidence of every architest and engi-
neor of standing in tho colony, and how long do
you think that wonld take P Iappreheud that it
wonld take six months at least, If the mere
survey of these houses, and examination, is to.
take four months or at (he outside six months,
I think it is fair to say that a Commission to do
its work thoroughly will take af least that time
if not longer, and that if thoy wanted expert
ovid the Commission wouald have to pay
for it. I believe on one ocecasion, during the
Fevar Commission, a good deal of expert
evidenco was taken from the doctors—-who
are regarded as experts—=and probably they
made no charge for it. But business men,
architeots and enginscers—I doubt whother they
would be able or willing to give their time and
attention to this without being paid. I donot
think it would do very muoch good because I
think all the evidence that can be gained is
within the grasp of the Government at the
present time, and therefore, Sir, I beg to oppose
this motion.

The CoroNIsL TREASURER—Sir I sbould
like to say a few words upon this motion. Your
Excellency and tho learned Attorney.(General
have dealt with this qnestion so very fully that
there remains very little to say. The key note of
the proposal seems to be that given by my
hon. friend on my right (Hoan. A. BcConachie)
—1t is a pity to destroy valuable property.”
and, Sir, I bave myself thought since the com-
moncement of the plague, and more every day,
that that would como into greater prominence
by delay. The dangers of the plague will
gradaally disappear, will be lost to sight and
memory, and the pity of destroying valuablo pro-
porty will ocoupy a hold on the colony. It ap-
peals to my bon. friend ou my right (Hon. A,
MoConachis). He has given it as a reason why
this Cotamission should bo appoiated. Aunother
of his reasons is that he has personally made an
inspection of tho property, whereas hea bas reason
to believe that the advisers of the Government
have gone on hearsay. -

Hon. A. McConacnre—Not entirely.

The CoroNiAL Treasurkr—No, but fo a
great extent, T should only like to remark that
the Housing Commities consisted of membors
who have been acqnainted with Taipingshan for
many years, of arobitects who know the pro-
perty and have had to deal with it for a loag
time, and of others, among whom was my friend
on my loft (Hoo. Ho Kai) who is as capable of
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giving an opinion on tha snbject as most people,
who, though not qualified to speak as experfs,
Lavo been in and cut of ihe houses when the
plagne was ou, and not after the woodsvork had
been torn down, the houses been cleaned out and
whitewashed, and the place transformed into what
Mur. Graanville Sharp night call a Garden of the
Hesperides, and of which he might say * Why
destroy thess beautiful houses which have as
much light as tho Crystal Palace ?” I should
say that if they want to know what a house is
like they shounld see itivhabited, whea the win-
dowsare blocked np, and the place is full of dust
and dirt and refuse. When the (lomumission is
appointed we cannot have on it the Colonial
Surgeon, vor the Military wedical adviser, nor
the Narval medical adviser, nor Dr. James, nor
Mr. Turner, nor Mr. Leigh ; we can simply have
on it those, Sir, who kave an opinion eontrary to
the persons composing the Lwo committees, the
Housing Committes and the Permanent Commit-
teo. I must say the Committes which I have
the lLonoar to preside over~—the Tlonsing Com-
riittee—approached the subjsct of the demolition
of Taipingshan with the greatest reluctance and
ot at all with the eagerness whiclh the remarks
of my friecd on the right (Hon. A. McConachio)
would seem to imply. One of the senior m-m-
bers of the Committee prefaced his remarks at
oue of its meslings by saying that we wnst
cortainly not recommeand the destruction of
Taipingsban unless it was found to be absolu-
tely pecessary. After hearing all the evid-
ence of the architeets, and doclors. and members
of the Commitico geuerally, he was one of the
first to say that there was no belp for it but
the destruction of Taipingshan. At the same
time I am qguite willing to orant that the Bill
as it stands does wot compel the Goveromeat
to destroy Taipingshan either in whole or in
part, and if betwean now and the time when the
decision has to b given it shonld appear from
any evidence which may hereafter be given to
the Government, that thera is wo nec-ssity for
destrozing Taipingshan I am sare the (Council
way rest assured that the Government will not
rash DLlindly into destruetion, I very much
doubt, T must say, whether such evidenca ¢:n ba
given. I do not think that I have anything
further to add except that I wonld strongly
urge the members of this Conncil fo rec lleot
the very critical stata of the colony ouly a vory
short time ago, aud (h- fact tbat at that time
there was no voice upraised nor pen put to paper
to adviss half measures or dilatoriness in dealing
with that part of the city whirh had supplied 50
per cent. of the victims to the plazue.

The HarBOUR Master--I am glad, sir, that
your Excsllency has allowed this question not to
be a Governmout one b-causeIam en bled to ex-

ress my conourrence with the principle bronght
ovward by the hon. mover of the motion that the
Government should get sound advice before act-
ing on the Taipingshan Resumptwn Ordinance.

T wish that the hon, member had gone furthers
I should like to see that principle extended so that
wa should get not only souund advice but the very
best advice it is possible for us to get. I donnt
think any local cowmission, any commission
which can be found locally, will by of the
slichtest uso; we have had opinions galore
given here. But I think I am right in saying
that sanitary .goience is a speoiality of two
professions, the medical and engineering, and
I do not wish it to be understood, very far
from it, that 1 desire to imply anything de-
rogatory to the local ability of this colony when
I say that I do not think it does possess the
best opinioa the colony could have, 'The learned
Attorney-General, at the first reading, said that
the Government was in possession of the best
evidence at its disposal, That may be, I dare say
it is, and in fact I am sure it must bs, bat
what wo want is not any more evidencs on
it but “the verdict of ocapable men on that
ovidence. The same men gaive the evidence
and also the verdict, It way uot evidencs
really bat opinion, snd the opinion they ex.
pressed was that this area should be burat
down. But T venture to doubt in my own
wind whether all these gonllemen or any of
thom were as capable of forming an opinion
as meu tvho oan be got specially for the pur-
pose. Tho total demolition of Taipingshan
wonld ia all human probability prevent a recur-
renca of the plague, bat it svems {o me that’
it might havo tha appearance, if the Council will
excnse the simile, of cutting of a man’s arm
abovo the elbow becanss he had a dislocated fin-
gor. It is a very cffective plan, but is there not
a plan equally good which is less drastic and less
expensive P Therefors [ think it would be worth
the colony’s while if we conld get experts, really
sanitary experts, from India or elsewhere, as
may be thought best, whe would listen to the
evidence given by the people who have mado &
point of saying here what they have te say, and
thon givo the Grovernmont the best advice which
could be given. These men; I would suggest,
if T may Le allowed to, should bo placed in the
position of Chairman and Vice.Chairroan of the
Committes of “fit and proper porsous ” or of the
Commission which has,bsen proposed by the Lon.
member. 1f the motion proposed by the hon.
member is pressed I am afraid it is not of much
use. For the rexsons I have stated [ would not
be able to vote with him for a local commission
because I think il wonld be simply time and
money wasted. But if wo can got a really
«xpert commission to come and give their opinion
it 'wounld b» well worth ths expendituro of money
which would be necessary. :
Hon, Ho Kar—I am always unwilling to
speak or vote against my unofficial colleagues, but
in the present oase I feel it my bounden duty to
do so, I shall be very short inasmuch as I
have said [ am very wawilling to do so. dir,
tho subjecot matter of discussion is the destrue-
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tion of Taipingshan. Now of cnnrse the locality
is well known to a great number of peopls, per-
haps more to the Chineses than to the Europeans.
1 have been thers thousands of times myself,
anid all the localities round Taipivgsbsn I am
familiar with. So when I was on the Sanitary
Board and the Housing Committee and heard the
expert evidence on Taipingshan, | was hearing
evideuce given on a locality that I bave personal
experience of, and with the condition of which 1
have been well acquainted for the Jast 15 years.
And after hearing all that evidence and notwith-
standing the opinion of others that they were
not capable ganitary engineers or that our opinion
is not of the best kiud. still, exercising my best
Judgment Iassisted the olbersin arriving atthe
copclusion that the whole of Taipingshan should
como down and be destroyed. ‘I'hereisnodonbt
that a few houses might staud, but considering
that the majority of the houses nre of a very
bad anl insanitary character we came to ihe
conclnsion that the few good onmes must bo
sacrificed  Sinco that opinion was formed after
a great deal of consideration and deliberation 1
oan assure your Hxcellency that I think that
every member of the llousing Commitice and
also every member of the Permoueut Commities
of the banitary Board, is prepaved to stand on
that same opinion this very day aad this very
lour. There were remarks that some of them
bad changed their opinions. But I may say
as to that that I am not ome of them. I
bave seen wany of them day after day and
certainly I bave never heard tbat. In advocat-
ing this measure we are constantly charged with
advising the Governmeut to a very expensive
action, and we are often tannted with tho ques-
tion. “Can yon make it sure that by this
enormous gacrifico of monoy uod trouble we
are to be safe from the plague noxt season P”
Now, to that I would simply say that it
39 to the bost of onur knowledge apd holief
that by improving Taipingshan in' tha way
suggested, and by improving othor isolated
Jocalities in the same mwannor, I say by so doing
we firmly believe the plague will be got rid of.
Wo are mortal men, That is all we can say;
we cannot say any more. We canuot be cerfain
of anything, but what we can be certaia of is
that (o the best of our power and ability, and
on the hest evidence we could get, wo are of
opinirn that this is tho surest way of
gueiting rid of it. Of course wo are pre-
pared to take that respousibility. T adwire
those men who would dare to come out and
do their best for the public even at the risk of
beiog charged afterwards with haviag given bad
or wrong opinious. There are always some who
try to shelter thomselves behind something and
say ** Oh, I think it is perfectly safe without.”
Tuere i the responsibility which as pablic
men each of us should take, and if we do
one wor k with glear congoiences even if we fail
our orror will be excused. As I have said before,

I have given this subjeot my thorough considers
stion and my whola attention and 1wy opinion
remains as confirmed now as it was before, I
feel there is no chance for me to-day to escape
doiug a disagreeabls thing-—that is to vote
against the senior unofficial mamber and the mem«
ber who represents the Chamber of Commerce.
Hon. E. R. BeLirios—Your Excellency, al-
thongh I have proucunced in fasour of the re-
sumption and destruction of the closed Lousesin
Taipingshan, I do not hesitate to support the
proposal of my hovourable friend opposite for -
the appointment of a commission to inyuire into
the condition of the condemned property. Iam
in favour of destruction rather than of repair or
patching up, not because in my opinion the
latter coursn would not prove sufficient for the
purpose but because the former mode of dealing
with the district would, I bolieve, act somewhat
as a sucrifice to the gods did in svcient times—
it would serve to restore confilence in our
sanitary condition, not so much perhaps in our
own minds but in thozo of some of our timid
neighbonrs, This is a matter of tho hichest
inzportance, for while our shipsare quarantined at
other ports and this port iy aveid 1 asiufected,
tho losa caused 1o our trade is immense. 'The
exponditure invalved in destroying and rebuild-
ing two or three huudred hLousrs, serious as it
would prove, would be small campared with the
loss which another six months’ guarantining
wonld entail, I am iu favour of destruction as
practised in Naples, when it was found that
cholera had become endemis ia that city. In
1886-1887 it was deeided by the Neapolitan
Authorities 1o raze a largo section of the
slums and rebuild it. The district was {en
times the size of the Taipingshau closed area.
They pulled down and rebuilt all the houses,
except those having historical value, which were
wade sanitary and snffered to remain. Since -
that improvement has been effected cholera has
consed 1o ba an annaal scourge 1o Naples. Now
I see mno reason why in Taipingshan, where
tbere are mno buildings possessing auy his.
torical interest, the pew tfenemonts shonld
oot bo allowed {o take their place and remain
standing. So far, I believe the weight of evid-
once before the Governwment is in favour of
destruction by fire, but thero is a strong feeling
in the Colony that the ewmployment of this
avent, or total destruection of the houses by any
other meaus, would be a mistake. Personally
am oppoased to the employmont of fire as it would
entail preat expansa in the removal of the débris
apd would raiuthostreets and sidechannels, which
aro almost new. The appoistment of the com.
mission could do no harm aud it need not even
cause dolay, Iun the multitude of counsellors,
wo are told on the best authority, there is wis.
dom ; aud another report on the closed area in
Taipingshan, from prastical men, would be sure
to add somewhat to our knowledge of the
local conditions, No time nged be lost, inas-
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munch as the Board of Arbitrators will have
to fix the valne of the resumed property, and the
Cowmission should be ready with their report
about the same date. Let us not act foo hur.
riedly. There is now no cause for panic, no ex-
ouse for rash and ill-considered legislation. If
opinions conflict 5o serionsly that it seems difficult

to dacide which course to take, then I would sug-

o5t that the closed ares might remain undistur-

d for a season, until we have more and better
evidence to guide us. But whatever wa do, let
it not be the result of alarm or prejudicoe or ob-
stinacy, for this is a matter that should be calm-
ly and dispassionately reasoned out, so that no
useless waste of public money need take place,
nor on the other Il,mud any foolish shrinking from
& mnecessary expenditure, which would be fatally
fulse economy.

“The AcTiNG COLONIAL SECRETARY~—I had
not intended to take any part, Sir, in this dis-
oussion, but secing the linos on whioch the argu-
ments for and against this resolution have run,
{ think it only right that I should state the
reasons why Iintend to vote against the motion,
a3 those reasons are not the same as have been
urged by most of the hon. moembers who have
spokon against the resolution. My chief reason
for voting sgainst it is that its object is prac-
tically obtained by seotion 7 of the Ordinance
which roads:~—* Until the completion of the
survey and examination or of the further en-

uiry, if any, mentioned in section 6 of this

rdinance, no houses upon the lands resumed
ander this Ordinance, shall be altered. pulled
down or destroyed. Upon the completion

of such survey and examinalion or inquiry
the homses and lands resumed may be dealt
with in such wanmer as the Goveruor may
direct.” Under those oircumstances I do not
see what useful purpose the motion could
sorve seeing that if this survey and enquiry

mentioned in the section tend {o show
that the total destruction of the dis-
trict is not necessary overy ono Iy

be assured that the area would not be destroyed.
Your Excellency reforred to the fact that I have
on many occasions advised you to adopt the
recommendations of the Permanent Committes.
That is s0, but there havo been occasions when
I have advised that their recommendations
should not be followed. On this guestion of
dostruction, however, 1 have never advised your
Excellency either one way or the other. I do
not say that it is the best thing, but at the same
time I do not say that it is not the best thing.
I consider this question is one which should be
allowed to remain open. and this, as I have point-
ed out, is secured by the Ordinance.

The vote on the motion was then taken.

Fos. AGATNST,
Hoan. C. P. Chater fis Excellency
Hon. E. R. Belilios The Acting A ttorney-General

The Colonial Treasurer

Hoan. J. J. Koswick
The Act. Colonial Secretary

Hon. A. McConachie

Tho Harbour Master Hon. E. Bowdler
Hon. Ho Kai
The motion was then declared Jost.

ADJOUBRNMENT,

His ExcetiLENcY—The Council stands ad-
journed until this day three weoks.
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