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snre the Governor will be ready to acceds
to suy recom nendations of the Finance Com-
mittee, It is not a matter of much itportavcs
—it simply weans bringing the matter before
you again.

Boo. Ho Kar surgested a doubt as to
whether the Finance Commities could make
‘such au alteration, and the Chairman then put
the vote.

Vote carried.

The CuateMaNn—The Governor recommends
the Connoil to vote a sum of $5,400 to meet +x-
pouditnre by the Botanical aud Afforestation
Department in conneotion with the recent cater-
pillar plague.

Hon. A. McCoNacuig—I observed a short
time avo tbat some men wers felling a lot of
beavy timber o the far side of tinppy Valley,
and it acourred to me that if judicious thinoving
wore done in many parts of the co’onv a groat
deal of the timber might bs sold and beoomn a
lacge source of revenus to the colony. 'I'his
has notbing to do with the vote before us uod I
merely throw it out as & suggestion.

The CRAIRMAN-—I think that scaresly bears.
on the vote. If you like you cun bring that ap
in Conneil,

V.te passed. :

The UnalRMAN~The Governor recommenis
the Council to voto a sam of six thousand doliars
(84,000) for rofunds of revenne. A refund of
$14,000 bas already beon made in the matter of
one estate.

Hou. E. R. Berinros—How was that P

The CHAIRMAN-—I[t m ans that & sam of
814,000 whioh was paid for probate dnty was
refanded bocause the estate was not really able
to pay snch an awount. ’

Vote passed.

The CHAIRMAN—Tha Governor recommends
the Coundil to vote a snm of nne thousand two
hundred dollars ($1.200) for the expunses of the
Medioal Department, as follows :—Medicines,
3700 ; Licht and Fael. $300.

(Medical exp-nditurs in counection with the
plarun is not inolndad in tha abave, but will be
defrayed from the Plague Vote.)

Vote pussed.

3ep SEPTEMBER, 1894.

PREBENT—

His Excellency the Governor, Sir WinLiam
Ropinson, K C.M G.

Houn. J. H. Stewarr LOCKHART, Acting
Colonial Secrotary.

tion. A. J. Leach, Q.C., Aoting Attorney-
General.

Hou. N. G. MircrHeLL-INNEs, Colonial
Treasurer.

Hon. 1t. M. Ruassy, R.N,, Harbour Master.

Hon. E. BowpLeR.

Hou. C. P. CHATER.

Hon. Ho Kar.

Hon. E. R. Berintos, C.M.G.

Hon, A. McConacHis,

Mr. J. . I Bucgur, Acting Clerk of
Counciis.

MINCTES. .

The minutes of the last meeting were read and
confirmed.

FINaNCE.

The AcTING MCOLONIAL SECRETARY—I have
the honour to lzy on the tuble the report of the
Fivanes Committes, number 1, and move that it
be adopted.

T'he CornoNIsL TREASURER secondod.

Agreud.

DECLARING THE PORT ¥RER.

Hon. C. P. CHATER—Pursuant to notice T beg
to ask:—" As the plagae is now virtually
stamped out, the deaths and admissivns during
thy Jast weok having boen vory fow, is it con.

templated fo withdraw the proclamation declare
ing Hoogkong o bs an inficted port, and if so
when P

The ActiNG COLONIAL SECRETARY—In an-
swer to the hon. mewber [ am glad to ba able to
state that the proclamafion declariog the port
infroted will be revok d to-dvy. | he question
of the continaaver of such powers to the Sanitary
Board as will bs affscied by this uotification is
under consideration  (Applan o)

THE MILITARY CONTRIBUTION.

Hon. BE. R. BELIL1ivs—Your Excollency, T beg
to vive notice of the following guestion which [
proposeto ask ut the next meetiog of the Gonoceil:
—1Ix it a fact that a cortain and not incons.derable
proportion of the amount vot-d by this Counncil
as u contribution to the maintenancs of the grar-
rison and which is pxid in sterline al the rate of
theday is spent by the military authorities loeally
and iu silver dollars, and, if so. will not the War
Office consent to receive such osntribution or its
sywrage amount in dollars caleulated at the rate
of exihange prevailing at the date the eontri.
bution was increased to £40,000 sterling?” I
may say bhriefly —

The ArrorRNEY-GENERAL—I donot think the
bou. member is in order to inake any remarks in
giving notien of a gnestion,

Hou, E, R. BeLirios—[ wish to explain the
objnct of my gnestion.

His ExceuLency—I think the object is quite

transparent.
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SUPPLEMENTARY APPROPRIATION BILL 1893,

The CoroNiAL TrEASUKRELR—T rise, sir, to
move the first reading of a Bill entitled An Or-
dinunce to anthorise the Appropriation of a
Supplewentary sum of two hnodred and fwelve
thonsand five hundred and forty-seven dollars
and ninety-two cents (o defray tho charges of
tha yenr 1893. I will only remark in moving
tha first reading .that after deductirg the
savines effected during the yenr the net excess
is some 82 000 only. 1 hsve endeavoured to ex-
plaia the vari.us eharges that havo to be prid
as supplementary in mv report, which is printed
and wiil ba found iv the Bill, and I shall e
hapuy at the second reading to give any farther
explunation the Conncil may d sirve.

The Active ATTORNEY-GENERAL~I beg to
second that, .

Bl read a first time,

THE WOMEN AND GIRLS' PROTECTTON (AMEND-
MEN1) »BDINANCE, 1894,

T'e Act Ns ATTORNEY-GENERAL—Sir, in
moving the second reading of the Bill eutitled
An Oudinance to amend * The Women and
Girls’ Protection Ordinsnce. 1290,” and Or-
divance No. '4 of 1891, entit'ed * An Ordinance
to amend The Women aud Girls’ Protection
Ordirance. 1890™ I do not propose to detain
the Council at. any length, as the Coun: il is well
aware from the documents pnblished in tha daily
papers recently that this Bill is introdueed by the
dircet orders of the Seovetary of State. I will
jnst review briefly the facts which led to its
introduction. Early in 1893 the Seerefary of
Stiate wrote out here stating that the regisiration
of brothels, and the iuspection of inmates. was
& system contrsry to the vecogunised policy of
Parlinment, and that it was to be abolished I
thiok I am correct in stating that a poriod of six
mouths was given us to carry out those orders. In
Avpril of the same year a letter was writton from
the Colonil Surgeon 1o the Colonial Seerotary
siating  his reasons whv he objected to the
abolition of the examivation of women. That
letiar wavin due conrse forwarded to the Secre.
tury of Siate, and in tle same month the
Registrar-General, now Acting Col nial Seore.
tary. in a winnte—I thirk it was in the
same month ; na, it was in Juoe of the same yenr
—wrato a minute which was alde forwarded
pibsequently to tho Seeretary of State in which
he expressly staied—bhe was then forwarding the
representations of the Wateh Committer—
“it will be sesn that in this repressntation it
is pointed ont that the abolisien of registration

‘will resnlt in the koepers of brothals having

mora control than at present over inmates; that
inmates will not be so weiloff asunder theprosent,

systom, and will have no opportnnity, as
they now have, of brosming acquainted

wilh their rights of freedom; that the colony
will be overran with brolhels noless they are con-
fined, as at pregent, to cortain neighbourhoods;
and that this will lead to a deoremse in the

vumbaes of Chinese familiss resiling in the
coloty. T do oot propose at the presnt timn to
disouss this gnastion. as I can =vail mys-If of the
oppartunity when at home to give my viows, if
they ure desired, to the anthorities at the Colnnial
ce. I would, however, lika to s:ate that X
think the views of the Chinese, as expressed in
their reprogentation, are worthy of serions con-
sid ration.” Notwithstandinythose lotters which
wern duly forwarded, as I bava already stated. the
Secretary of State on April 17Lh reiterated
his commands, at tha same time surgesting that
certain powers might be taken with rerard to
brothels which might prova a pnisance fo the
neighhours. Aecordingly thix Ordinance rep-als
part 3 of Orlinance 11 of 1890 which provided
for, inter «lia, the registration of brothels, the
respousibilities of the keepers, under what eir-
cumstances brothels shonld be cousidered as
nnisances, und which gave power to the Gover-
nor to limit the area within which brothels
shonld bs kept. It also re eals part 4,
saction 24, which gave the Registrar-General
the pawer to enter and inspect these places, and
it further repeals section 25, which gave power
to the Registrar-General to call for the redunction
of the oumber of inmates in broth-ls. It repeals -
section 33 which enabled the Gov .cunr to make
rales for the registration avd inspection and
olaanliness of brothels, and all rnlax made un-
der that section  In seotion 24 of Ovdinance
11 of 1890 a siight amendment is intreduced,
and in puarsnance of the sagrestion of the
Jecrotary of State (in paragraph 7 of bis dis.
pateh of April ITth) the Bill gives summary
jurisdiction to close brothels as disorderly bousea
on the complaint of neighbonrs. [ may say that
the power i3 expressly stated to be in addition
to, and not in substitntion of. any common law
rizht thers may bs aguns' brothels which prove
to ba a nuisanes. With these few rewarks I
will move the second reading which we, as worm-
bers of the Government. will havo Joyally to
oarry through accordiug to the mandate of the
Seerethrg of State,
The ACTING {'OLONTAL SECRETAKRY seconded.
Hoa. C. P. CaaTEr—3ir, with regard to the
Bill which is before us, wo are fully aware how
nseless would ba any opposition oo our part,
As the Attorn»y-Goneral lins informed us. it has
been ordainad that the Bill is to be passed. and
all the recommandations of thosa wh s are best
qualifi=d to koow the circamstanens to provounca
aia opinion on them from experienca, long
residence. and spoeial kunowledgn. have bemn
stadionsly ignorad. The arg rwments against
the measure ars many and weighty, and have
beun put forward in the most cog nt manner by
{hos+ to whose dictnm most importance should
be attached. Tt would be a futile task on my part
Lo reoapitulate thom, knowing as I do that
arguments are useless weapons te combat the
ordors of the Culonial Office in a matter like

this, sod that prejudice must carry the dug
.
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apainst the epposition of those who might rea-
wouably .expoct that their 1 o residence in the
East and their knowledge of its habits and re-
quirements should entitla their cpinjen te sowe
considerstion. Iu givins an adverse vote I may
say. sir, that we unaniraou:ly protest sainst
this ill-timed aud l-advised measurs, which, »s
far as T ean see, can do no possible good but will
certrinly work a great deal of hvrm and misery.
Hon. Ho Ka1—Sir, I think it is due to my
position in Cenncil to say a few words, however
nseless they may be, to record my protest against
tho passing of this messare. I oclaim the right o
gpoak with some authority on the subj-ct. aud
although it may not meet with the a:-p-oval of the
home anthoritirs, 1 mast pu! it on recor. as my
opinion that the passing of this Bill must work
great hard<hip among the poor women and poor
girls of the Chinese uatioa who aee unfortunate
anough to ba in these plioss, psrhaps kiduapped
for immoral purposes by the muay evil per-
sons who find this business a moans of mak.
ing money, aud also for }tring the rich tosgqnao-
der their money. 'Lha O d nanors bave wor
very well during the past 15 years. Dauring my
long residence in the East——or rather, 8 no ‘Twas
bora hern. as soon as I cama to watoh the working
of the Ordinunces, I foand that they hnve worked
wonderfully well, »nd have prevented s great
mmany misa:able and dreadful liv s being led by
girls nhio are averse to such a life of ill-fame.
Now onoa thess Ordinaunces are withdrawn theae
ponr panple will have no farther protection. ex-
oapt such as is given thrm by tha commaon law,
which is practically no protection -at all to
them ; and it i3 equally useloss to leave it to
the neighbours to complain of there being a
broth-l uext door constituting a nuisance
For Chiines» girls, of course, ara not like English
girls, or Enropean girls, but ars totally ignocant
of the mational lib-riy of the English or Enro-
pean, and they undonbtedly require some officer
such as a LRegistrar-Genor.l and otbers to
remind them of their rights from time to time.
and to maks thew nudorstand that they arve at
liberty to depart or escaps from the infamous
imprisxonment to which they are oconstantly
snbjeoted by their k-epsrs, I pity also the
Chinese residents who have families bere. It
is quite true that on the complaiat of three
*nnig bours the house may be shut up; bat our
kuawladge of the Chinese is such that we koow
nothing of this sort will bs the ease. The Chi-
neso as a people ars not fond of goiog to law or
going to appear in the polion conurts, bat will
rather snflur a good deal of annoyancs, and the
result woald be that they would remove their
families from the colony or not bring their
fomilies to tho colony in foture to live amidst
brotbels broadeast. Upon these facts I think I

.should failin wy daty if [ did not protest in the

strongest manner possible against the passing of
-this Bill, aith ugh I koow, as wy oolleagus
,-bln just put it, that our beat. efforte are fatile.

It is like having to awallow a Dbitter pill;
the dootors order it, and 8o, however bitter
the pill is. wo mnst sw:llow it. Bu: I hops
tha time will scon come when tha coloay will
emerra from the bondage of Bome Goverpment
and have a represontative mojority to govorn
the colony, to adjust onrlocal affairs acconding
to looal obsarvation und cxpevience, aed not
sabjuct to the disinm of anyone who is quite
ign rant of locrl requiremadta.

Tien. A. McCon .on1 —[ join, sir, very fnlly
in the protest of my oolleagnes who hava spoken
before ma. Lt appoars to me that in repraling
this Ordinancs wedeprive paor misarablocreatures
whe o.not protect thems-lves of the littla pro-
taction the Government can at present extend to
tham. Wae know how thoroughly they are un-
der the thumb of thair pocket.mnthers. ishuman
monsters from whom they can have no protestion
whatever now.

A division was then taken.

For. Againer,
The Act. Coloninl Secre‘ary Hon. Ho Kui
The Act. ttorney-Generul Hon. C. P Chater
*he Colonial Treasurer Hon. B. R. Belilios
‘The Harhour Master Hon. A. MoConachie
Hon E Bowdler

Motion carried.

Bill read a second time.

The Couneil went into Committes, no section
being challeoged.

The AcTis¢ ATTORNFY GENERAL—Unless
there is any objection on the part of the un-
ficial members, 1 will beg to move the third
reading of the Bill.

The ACTING COLONTAL SECRETARY seoonded.

Hou. C. P. CHATER—In order to be perfeotly
consistent I beg to move that the third reading of
this Bill be postpond to this day twelve mouths.

Hou. Ho Karx seconded.

Amendmeat pat,

For. AGAINST.
Hon. C. P. Chater The Acting Colonial Secretary
Hon, Ho Kai The Acting Attorner-General
Hon. E. «. Belilios  Tne Harbour Mastor
Hon. A. MoConachie Th Colonisl I'rensurer
Hon. £, Howdier

Amendment lost.

Bl read a third time and passed.

THE TAIPINGSHAN RESUMPII N ORDINANCE.

H1s EXcBLLENCY ~Tha next order of th= day
is the second readinr of the Bill entitled An
Ordinanea for the Snummary Rasnraption of ¢-r-
tain « rown Lands situate in the 'Taipingshan
District of the City of Victoria and for other
purposes, ’ )

The ACTING ATTORNEY-GENBRAL—Sir, in
moving tho second rending of this Bill, so far
as is possible I will not detaia the Council at
any great longth. The i3ill bag bwn p blished
for soms time, it has boen republished in its
amended form. and its provisives have baen so’
much discussed in the pnpers and ars so familiar
to all bon woembers of the Council that an
alaborate spacch on ap oacasion of thiv sort
would only weary you. But.what I do propose
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to doal with is to briefiy toyoh wupon the
different scctions of the Bill and avswer some
of the objections which havo not yet been an-
swered. I may say that with regard to 1{his
moagnra generally there have becn twa objro-
tions taken. The frst objection is that power
should be reserved to ihe Crown lessoes to
elect to have their property resumed under the
powers confained in the Crown lesses. Now,
the answer {o that iy tbat that could not pos.
sibly, or practicably, bo worked into a Bill of
this sort.  The object of this Rill is o resume a
whole area, and it wonld lead probably to a very
protracted delay if the owner of any of these
properties had the right to say to the Government
* Don’t resume under this Ordinance; resumo
undor the claugse in the Crownlease.” As yon are
all aware, the clanse in the Crown lease places the
amonnt of compansation absolutely in the discre-
tion of tho Diractor of Publico Works. And it
requires also that three months’ notice should bo
giventotheowners. Now of courso there hasbeen
a eood deal eaid about this power—as to whether
it was subject to appeal or pot. I believe it is
the opinion of others, and it certainly is my own,
that in the strict sonse thore is no appeal from
the decision of the Director of Publiv Works—
appeal, that is, to any Court. On the other
hand thero is an appeal in the coromon parlance,
b canso, assuming that the Director of Public
‘Works had fixed an amount of compensation
which was nnsatisfactory to the tenant, hie (the
tenant) might refuse to go out of possession,
and the Crown in such an instance would have
to bring an action at common law for eject-
ment against him. If on the other hand the
tenant thought that his compensation was in-
puflicient he might possibly present a Petition
of Right to the Crown. which would take the
form of an nction to restrain the Crown from
entoring iuto possessio v, uniil a proper estimate
had beon arvived at as to the amount of tho
elaim. I tbiuk it is perfectly obvious that
if the tepants had the right to elect to ba
rusnimed under that clanse, there might be a
very protracted law suit, thers would be no
finnlity to the question, or, 1 wmay put it, the
time would bo indefinitoly dolayed whon the Go-
vornment conld resnmo the land. On the other
hand it is said, “ You have the Crown Tands Re-
suniption Qvdinance, 1889, which is suflicient for
allthe purposesyonrequire now.” But the Crown
Lands Resnmption Ordinance was pot framed
with the object of any emergency or urgeuey in
view, and the ohject of that Ordinance as stated
in the preamble was to give power to the Govern-
wenf, after negociations and afier four monthy’
notice, to rosuwme individual honses ohiefly ov
tho ground of insanitary condition as regards
ventilation, light, and air, and the Board copsti-
inted by-that Ordinance was not a permanent
Board, but was a Board to bo constituted

from time to time as olaims arose, and the
Ordinance gave power to tho owners on each

occasion to nominafe their representative
on that Boerd. Therefore that Crdinauce
would uot be adapted to the present ce-
ossion, where one whole ares, or block, or a
number of blocks. a congioreration of blocks,
have to be resumed. A common mistake has
been made—common to & good pumbsr of
people—that thia Ordinance does not provide,
as the Crown Lands Resumption Ordinance
does, for amicable arrapgements, bnt I think
if you will refer to secctious 25 and 26
of the Ordinance—I will mention them later
—yon will fiad that power is retained,
porhaps not in the same language but to
substantially the same effoct as in the Crown
Lauds Resumption Ordinance, for the Governor
to enter into private agreemenfsas to the re-
sumption of avy land under this Ordinance, and
if the Goverpor elects to enter ‘into an arrange-
ment of exchange—instead of compeusation—
of other lands for the lands resnmed under
this Ordinance ho can do so. Now let ma
como to the specific clanses of the Bill itsnlf.
The first clanse I would draw attention to is
clause 3. That provides for tho resumption of
all lands from June lst this year, and some
question bas becn raised as to what the ob-
ject is in resuming from June Ist. 1f you
will- recollect, most of thesw houses were practi-
cally sbut wp on or about Jume 1st, 1894
—they were not all shnt up on that day,
bat thatjs the epprozimate date on which all
those houses wera closed—and as the Governwent
is going eventually to resume them it fixes that
dato as the date from which any compensa-
tion is given, and that comp.nsation oar-
ries interest in lieu of the threw months
netice given under the Crown lease or four
months’ notice nnder Crown Lands Resumption
Ordinance, and I think in most cases where
lands are compnlsorily resumed a certain per-
crntage is given for compnlzory resumption.
Tho interest is intended fo cover the want of
notice and the compulsory resumption percent.
age. Some people hgve thought that it isin-
tended to cover compensation for loss of rent
during the poriod between the closing and the
resumption, but thatis not the primary object in
view. Lot me now pass on to ssction 5. That
deals generally with the qnostion of compensa-
tion for resumption but excludes from the elassall
persons whoarolenantsat will, monthly tenantsor
woekly tenants. Now, it is objected to this clanse
thatitisdistinetly unfair,and thereasonsgivenare
these, The first is that under the Lands Clanses
Consolidation Act, 1845, an Act which enabled
public companies to acqnire lasd for the pur.
poses of their undertaking, sll interests are
recognised, and that that Aect has been re-
enacted in the 'I'ramways Ordinance in tbis
colony. It is perfectly true that in the Lands
Clauses Aot tounants, or persons, having intereats
for lees than a year, are recognised, but oun the
ons hand you wust reoollect that the persoss
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who take lands nnder the Lands Clauses Con-
solidation Act are public bodies working for
their own advautage and for their sharebolders,
whilo on the other band the body resnming here
is the Crown, who is not working for its own
advantage but for the general advantage of the
community at large. That is one dislinclion
botwoeen the different Acts, ‘There is auother
ons. In England where thers are small tenants.
wonthly tenants and so forth, they are of a cluss
of people who are easily arcertainable, easily
jdentified, and no trouble whatever would be ex-
perienced in asocortaining the parlicular porsons
who comprised that class. Here the class of people
is entirely differont. We do not know who they
are, and it would be impossible, or almost jmpos-
sible, toobtain evidence of identification of the per-
sons who huve been turned out, some of whom have
been rehoused, and to whom in many instances
i):cuniary assistance bas been afforded by the

ormanent Committee. Again, there were many
who were not turned out by the closing of these
houses but who fled {rom them through fear of the
plague, I do not think it wounld be possible to
obtaio any proper reliabla evidence for the
puarposes of oompeosation of this class; indeed I
think it would be impracticable, and that if
these small interests were recognised in the
Bill at all it would lead to the proceedings of the
Board being unduly delayed, and protracted de
minimus, about which the law does not take
much care. I might also add that 1 find in
the Straits Settlemeats Ordinance (which dealt
with the power of the Crown to resnme land
for public purposes, bat dealt also witk the
powar of public bodies to resume for the purposes
of undertakings) monthly tevants and tenants
at will are exproessly excluded from persons in-
terested in respect to compensation. It was with
that guide before mathat Icamse to the conclnsion
that it would be best to exclude this particular
class of persons, because practically it would bs
impossible te ascertsin whether they had any
rights or not, acd it would invite false claims to
be put forward. Now let me say a word or two
about sub-Section 2 of Section 5. A great deal
has beeu spoken aund written with regard to
the constitution of the Board. As the Board
at present stands it is  proposed that
the (Foveruor should appoint one member to be
Chairman, and T bave no doubt that the Go-
vernor, looking al the desired constitution of
the Board, will appsint a high judicial officer,
one of the judges of the Supreme Conrt, to be
the Chairman. 'The second representativa is to
be appointed by the uvnofficial members, und the
third, as the Bill is now tramed, by the owners,
The objeot of courso is to get as far as possible
an impartial tribunal and to Lave u bedy which
whe once constituted will carry throngh the
whola of the arbitration from beginuing to end
and from whom there should be no appeal. The
judgo will, I presume it will be admitted, be im-

.

by the nnofficial members of Council. Well, it
may be said that they aro in a sense interested
—in the one case to ses that the ratepayer is
not overduly burdened by too great com-
pensation, and on the other hand to see that
the owners of these lands are not too soverely
mulctod in the rosumption. I do not think
a fairer Board could be suggested when you
add to those two persous s reprosentative of
the owners of this property. In all private
arbitrations ono is nominated by cne side, one
by the other, and an umpire is nominated by
both. But this is not a private arbitration.
This is what I may perhaps call a statutory
Board, and the objoct of the Ordinance is
so to constitute it that no appesl will
lie from it., and no appeal is allowed under
the provisions of the Ordinance itself.
has been objeoted that no judge should be a
mombor bacanss questions might hereafter come
before him in the Supreme Court. I wyself
fail to see Low any appeal could be presented in
any shape or form when there isa dircot prohi-
bifion that any appeal shonld lie from the ma-
jority, Therefors [ sobmit with considerable
coofidence that it would be hardly possible to
improve upon the constitation of the Board as
it is now proposed. There has beon an addition-
al clauso put in the Bill—I do not know whether
it is in tho print before Conneil—another sub-
section (5) to section 6. 'That sootion deals
with the dutics generally of the Board, and
smpowers them to appoint such persons us
thay deem fit—who no doubt will be experts,
or somo of them ecxperts—to make a survey
and examination of the houses resumed o ascer-
tain their condition, That was said to be very
inequitable becauso you have reserved no power
under the seotion allowing the owners them-
solves to inspect theso houses. Itdid not strike
me as very inequitable, because the owoers had
their representative on the Board and he could
take care that the proper persons should be ap-
pointed to go and examine. It isnota difficult
matter to ascortain the condition of these houses,
but £ could not accept the stigma that the section
was inequitable, and I thought it would save
any question if: the Chairman was given power,
whilo these surveys are going on, to sllow
under his hand an inspection by any owner who
might desiro to take advaniage of the olause.
With regard to seotion 7 Ido not think I need
say much. You are all aware how this was
originally framed. The Government was prac-
tically tied down to do away with the
Taipingshan area. That, however, has pot
ot been settled. I think I am perfecily right
In saying that no fival arrangement has been
come to &3 to whother the area is to be destroyed,
although the evidence, as it is, tends to that very
strongly. . But 1 think His Exoellency will
agreo with mo that ng final deoision has
beon come to on the pofnt. "It was then ob-

partial, and the cecond member is to beappointe~

Ljected as regards Seotion 8 that the Bilt
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did not provide a sufficiently long time to en-
able claims for compensation to be sent in, and
it was suggested that six months ought to be
the time allowed. Well, { must say that it doos
not seem to me that there is much in the
proposal. To all intents and purposes owners
will bave six months. It will take some
timo before this proliminary survey and ex-
amination can take place; I sbhould think it
would take two or thres months before the. ro-
.sult can be known, and ownors will have
at loast six months to sond in their claims,
There are very fow who are absent from
the colony—only thres or four, I bolieve,—or
absont at such a distance that they do not koow
what is going on, and those absent have their
attornoys and agnents hers, and they must have
informed Cheir principals long ago as to what
was contemplated in respect to their property.
Therefore I do not proposeto admitany alteration
from four months to six months, Section 10 deals
with the powers of the Board, and 1 have heard no
objection raised to that section except as to sub-
svction 2. Sub.section 2 deals with the question
of the costs of arbitration. Now, that has pur.
possly been left entirvely in the discretion of the
Board except in one instance. In that instance
it provides that vo costs shall be given against
the Crown if the Governor shall have offered in
writing, prior to any claim being sent in to the
Board, to pay toany porson interested an amount
of compensation equil to or greator than the
amount (if any) awarded to such person by the
Board. “ No,” they say, “ that is not the way to
deal with it; the Crown shonld in all events bear
the cost of arbitration.” I must say, and I am
sorry to say, that where you have to deul with
Chinese I do not thisk you ought to tie down
the Board by any hard and fast rule. All who
aro acquainted with litigant Chinese know
that very often false claims are put forward
with the result that the proceedings are
protracted indefinitely. And therefore it bas
born thourht much more desirable except
in the specified instance to leave the quostion of
oosts entirely in tho Lands of the arbitrators.
Section 12 provides that there shall be no ap-
peal. T might porbaps refer Lo onoe other of the
sub-sections of soction 10. The senior unofficial
wember suggested to me that he did not think
anything in the Bill provided for notice being
given to the owners of the hearing of their claims
to compensation, but if you look at sub-section 4
you will see that the Board has power to make
and publish all such rules and regulations as may
be dvemed nocessary for the conduct of alf procoed-
ings before it, and that. I take it, would cover any
questiou of giving notice to claimants as to when
their elaims would be heard. 1 am perfeotly cer-
- tain that no Board would procoed ¢x parie ob such
an imporiant matter, If the hon. member wishes
for anything more clear L shall be happy {o insert
a fow words when we are in Committes. Seotion
13 deals with tho mode of dotermining the cvm-

ponsation, and section 14 permity compensatisn
to sub-lessces and tenunts, and I bolieve i3
altered 10 this amendod Bill so as to weet
with the views of the unofficial wmembers.
There is, however, one point to which I think
I ought to refer. Very strong objection bas
beea taken to no compensation buing allowed for
any furnitave. fittings, mezzapive floors, cock-
lofts, partilioas or articles in any house resumel
under this Ordinauce which have boen removed,
destroyed, or damaged during the prevalence of
the Bubonic Plague by reason of any operations
for the cleansing or disinfecting of such house.
Now, that, I submit, was a mere accident of the
plagae; the destruction wasabsolutely necessary.
No evidence was retained of what was destroyed ;
all thesa articles, so fur as we may judge from
tha opinion of the doctors, were infected or
filthy, and their déstruction was necessary for
the proper cloausing of the houses which were
afterwards closed. This again, I recpeat, if
allowed, wonld invite filse claitns from Chinese
which it would be impossible for the Board to
decide without any reliable evidence aud there-
fore protection against having lo pay compensas
tion for these small things bas been provided by
the Bill. Sections 15 und 16 provide for what the
award when made shallcontain,and its publication.
Sections 17 Lo 22 provide for the possibility of
certain persons who ave entitled to compensation
ander this Ordinance being unable to give a dis-
charge to the Government for the mouivs award-
ed to them and the conseyuential provisions as to
payment into Court aud payment out of Court.
‘Chey are chiefly tachnical, and the only objection
raised has been on the question of costs. I do
not think there is auything very serious in that
objection. It is the old case, 'Lhe solicitors of
the colony think that the Lauds Clauses Conso-
lidation Act should be applied bere and given
effect to. I must say, howeser, I think it is going
a little too far. 1 think in nearly cvery case
under the Lands Clauses Consolidation Act those
publio Companies which took lands by virtue of
its provi<ions have had to pay the costs of the
applications to Court. Hoere it is proposed to
leave the matier entirely in the discretion of the
judge except in the case where the Goverument
have improperly or without due consideration
paid money into Court. ‘l'here the Court is
given express power to make the Government
pay the costs on any application to take the
money out of Court, T'uat is the rule in the
case of a trustoe who pays moucy iuto Court
iwproperly, and the Government are very
much in the pa-ition of trustees of the monies
when awarded. ‘lhere seems to he some inis.
apprehension with regard to the money paid into
Court. Is has boen stated that after money is
paid into Court all increment of that fund until
special application is made to the Court is to
be paid to the Government. There is no such
intention in the Ordinance, yhich expressly
provides that it shall be carried to a specifie
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goconnt, and if these monies earp any incoms or
interest I apyrehaend that the mugey thus earned

- will bo added to th- same acconnt as that ou which

the priucipal stands. Sections 25 and 28 provi e,
as 1 havu ale-ady stated, for amicabla arrange-
ments either by terms or by ths exercise of
powers of exchange, Section 28 I apprehend
there is no objection to now. It prohibitsany suit
against the Crown or Sanitary Board in respect
to certain matters in connection with houses now
resnoied avd closed by the Saanitary Board. It
originally was more general in application and
applied to lands which had been olosed by order
of tho Sanitary Board outside as well as within
the partienlar area of Taipingshan. It isnow
confined to Taipingshan, and I presume there is
po farther objection toit. Tdo not know whe-
thor there are any otber sections on which I
need make any remarks. The last section but
one euables other property within a period of six
wontbs of the coming into operation of this Or-
dinaues fo be brought within its powers. That
seems to Lo absolutely necessary, if it is truo
that thero aro cther blocks or other areas which
are in a siwilar condition to that which it ia
propessd to resums. In resuming my seat 1
may say that the Government have givea very
earnest considorat ion to this Bill and every objec-
tion raisad to it, and their principls has bLeen
theonghontinframiny it, in bringing it before tha
public aod in putting it before this assembly—
festina lente,

The AcTiNg COLONIAL SECRETARY—I so-
coud the Bill,

Bill read a second time. :

The Council then went into Committes on
the Bill.

Upon Section 27 providing for funds out of
which the compensation shall be paid,

The AcTiNg ATTORNEY-(GENERAL said—It

able at the moment to pay any award ; the colony
might have no public funds for that prapose, but
possibly this monsy might be temporarily raised by
weans of Government bonds or debentares bear-
iog interest at a rate lower than seven par cent.
and redeemable at 3, 6, or 9 months, ‘therefore
in order to make it possible to issue those bouds
or dobentures, I propose that the secticn
should read as follows:—All sums reqaired f r
the purposss of this Ordinance for compensation
or costs of avbitration as against the Crowa shall
be borne and paid out of thoe public funds of the
colony or may be raisel, provided for, or paid and
paid by Public Loan or in such other manper as
may be authorized by Ordinance.

Agreed.

A few other immaterial alterations were made,
but some diffieulty arose in regard to certain
lots named 1n the schedule.

His EXCELLENCY—As there is some alter-
ation needed in the schedule I think we had
better postpone the third reading until these
alterations are made. I suggoest that we meet’
this day fortnight.

Hon. E. R. BerLrLios—Will not that be
pos;,poning' the passing of th Bill teo loug,
sir

His ExceLreNcy—It bas to wait for the
Royal Assent. I bave alroady sent the draft
home to the Secrotary Hf State, and {uformed bim
that the nuoflicial mewmbers had promised that
there should not be any important amendment ;,
I will telegraph to him when it is passed,
and I asked bim to telegraph Her DMajesty's
agsent. That will take at least five weeks, so
that there is no need to bave the third reading
at once. [ will adjourn the Council to this day
fortnight.

ADJOURNMENT.

has beou suggested that it might not be practic-

The Council then adjourned until the 17th

inst.

17te SEPTEMBER, 1894,

PRESENT-—

His Excollency the Governor, Sivr WiLLIAM
Foninson, K C.M.G.

Hon. J. H, StewarT LockmarT, Acting
Colonial Secretary.

Hon. A. J. Liach, Q.C., Aoting Attorney-
General,

Hon. N. G. MircErLL-INNES, Colonial
Treasuror. :

Hon. E. M. Rousey, R.N,, Harbour Master.

Hou. B. BOWDLER.

Houn, C. P. CHATER.

Hon. J J. XESKICK,

Hon. Ho KarL

Hon. E. R. BeLirtos, C.M.G.

Hon, A. McCoNAcCHIE.

Mr. A, BE: 8, Clerk of Councils,

MINUTES.

The misutes of the provious meeting, after

slight awendment, were read and confirmed.
THE REPORT OF THE RETRENCHMENT
COMMITTEE.

The AcriNng CoLox1aL SECRETARY—I have
the honour to lay on tho table the report of the
Committee appointed to enquire into the expen-
diture of the colony. :

THE MILITARY CONTRIBUTION.

Hon. E. R. BrriL1os—8ir, is it a fact thata
ocortain and not incousiderable proportion of the
amount voted by this Council as & contribulion
for the maintenance of the Garrison and which
is paid in sterling at the rate of exchauge of the
day, is spent by the Military Aunthorities locally

and in eilver dellars, and if eo will not the War.




