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and Naval nuthorities for the gallant voluntary
assistance which the officers and men have given
tous and ace still affordiog to us during this
plarae.  (Applaasn ) Thay have thrown them-
selves into the disgusting and filthy work
reqaired of them with true charucteristio
British plnok, and one gallant officer  has
saorificed bis lifo in end-avouring to assist
the community. 1 am quite sure that when
the god bistory of this plagus is written
one of the brightest spots will ba that page
which records how officers and mog. nunberinge
over three hundr-d jn all, gallhotly assisted ux
by risking their lives. with a view fo saving the
lives of thousands of othees from whom they eonld
Devar expoot  rec.mponse, grafitude or evan
thanks (pplansa) T fully end rse all that
the Attorney-General has said with refer.
euce to Me. Francis. I approoiate his help most.
thovronghly I alwo wish to 81y that tha Govera-
ment is indebted to sevoral publio officers and
Iny volanteers, thangh the latten #re not in =ach
numbars as I should like to see, for the con-agoe
and euergy they b ve shown in endenvonring fo
grapple with this disease. I bap-, th-r-fore,
geutlaman, after what, I have said, that yon will
be prepued to give the Goverament, your fullest
sud most hearty snpport ip any measure and in
auy action we may take nat ouly to stamp out
this p'agus but to prevent s recurrence of itin
the near fnture,

Ho . C. P. CHATER~Wa have listennd with
the greatost interest to the statemont made by
your I'xcollency as to what bas already bean
dooe, and the staps which it ig proposed to take

with a view to removing thig terrille scourze

which has afflicted our Chinese follaw-calaniste,

What we mast do at the moment is to dircct our
united enargin- to the stamping ont of this dis
ease. This is not the tima fopr enquiring on
whosa should-rs lies tha heavy responsibility of
permifting this horrible accumulation of Glith
from which the plagne hag undoubtedly arisen.
When we have stampd it ont, then we can in.
vestigate the ma.tor, and apportion tha blame
whore it is dus.  For the preseut wa have no-
thing but praise for 1hose who have showard anch
couraga and devolion since the plagns was dis-
covered amougst us, and |1 shonld lika to take this
opportunity of arhoing on behalf of the Colony
your Exoollency’s remrks as to the debt it owes
to those in crmmand of the troaps for the readi-.
uess with which they have came to our sssist-
anca, {0 tha wmilitary nnd naval medica! officrs
and to the officars and mu of the Shropshire
Light Tufantry for tie work thay hava sn nobly
performed, and to expross its deep aud lusting
ragret that one gallant oifiver should have mid
for his sarvices with his life. Wi h rezard to
your Excellency’s statom-nt about the unofficial

members, T am sars my coll agn«s will. agrea

with me in saving that wa shall do whatsver wa

possibly can in the passing of any Ordi ance

that wo Id holp the Govarnment in driving this

fell dismise from our shares, (ifear, hear).

His ExcutLency —If nn other hon. mamber
has any desire to adiress the Couucil wa will ad-
joarn. "Dua notice will be given of when we
re-assemblie,

The Counoil then adjourned.

27tR AUGUST, 1894.

PRESENT-—

Hia Excollenny the Governor,
Roa:Mon, K.C.M G.

Hon J. H. Stewart LockHuAgT,
Colonial Seoretary.

Hon. A J. Lgacu, Q.3, Acting Attorney-
Genoral. .

Hon. N. G. MircueLL-InnEes, Colonial Trea-
surer,

Hon. B. BownLrr, Actiog Dirsctor of Publio
Works,

Hon. B. M. Ruwsry, Harbour Master,

Hon. C. P. CHATER.

Hon. Ho Kaz.

Sir WiLLiam

Acting

Hon. E. R. Berivios.

Hon. A. McC. .NacHTE,
Mre. J. G. 1. Buckwux, Aoting Clerk of
Councils.
MINUTES.
The minutes of the laat moeting wore read
snd oonfirmed.

FINANCF.

The Activg CoLoNIAL SECKRETARY—T have
the honour. sir, te lay on the table finanoial
minutes 1 to 5 and beg to mova that they be ro-
ferred to the Kimance Committee, which will
meet imm- diately after Council.

The Ac¢Trng CoLONIAL 'TREASURER seconded.

Agreed. )

© PAPERS.

The Acrira CoLor1aL SECRETARY—T have
the houenr to lay ou the tabls the following
papers—Assessor’s report on the Assessment for
18945 ; report on the progress of public works
during the first half of 1894 ; reports on the
Hoerghong Volanteer Corps; report on the
Calerpillar Plague by the Acling Surperinten-
dent of the Botanicul and Afforestation Depart-

l went; Postmaster General’s Report for 189;3.
| Acting Ranitary Superintendent’s Rejort for
1893; His Excellency’s despateh with regard
lo the Plague,.and also & Parliamentary paper
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with reference {o the Crown Agents, whioh it

will be remembered the hon. member who re-

cently repregeuted the Chamber of Uomuwerce iu

this Council asked should ba laid «n the tabla.
BY-LA 8.

The ActiNg COLONIAL SECRETARY—I bave
the honour to move the adoption of certain by-
Jaws which hava been made by the Sauitary
Board with regard to the housing of shenp and
goats and pigs, aud move that they be adopted.

Agreed.

THE WATER SUPPLY.

Hon. A. Mc.)oNAcHIE asked the following
gnestions :—(4) Will the Governmeot in-
form the Council what steps they intend
to take or are now taking for ircreasing the
water supply to the city. What will be the es-
timated additional storage, the probable cost,
aud deseription of the proposed new works, and
how lonyr they will taks to complete. (B) Isit
coutemplated to raise the neirht of the Tylam
Dam, if so, how wuch, (C) 1f any, and what
provision, is b-ing wade (temprrary or other-
wise) for increasing the wator supplv to the city
durivg the coming dry season. (D1 Does the
“ water authority ” anfic'pate there will be any
naecessity to curtail the daily water supply during
tha coming dry season as has besn dons regularly
for the last fuw yeavs.

The Acring CoLONTAL SECRETARY—The
angwer to the first question is, plans are in
dounrse of preparation. and it is propossd to outer
iuto the contracts for the necassary works at an
sarly date; the estimated -dditional storage isa
hundred million gallons, aud the probable cost
about $109,000. ‘The proposed new works are
the inoreasing of the height of Tytara dam by
ten foet and constructing a subsidiary reservoir
at Tytam. If the circumstances are fav.
ourable, it is hoped the works will be complet-
od beforn the drv senson of 1995 The
answer to the gecond question is mnbodia% io
that of the fiest. ‘Ths snswer to the third ¥—
none. Inanswer to the fourth, it is impossible
to forstoll what will b the amount of the rain-
fall in the next eight wounths, and on that almost
entirely depends :he quastion of e.rtailing our
water supply. I3nt the s'atament that the enr-
tailing of the daily water supply has boen dooe
regnlarly for the last f-w voars is not correot as
8 coustant. supplv was maintained during the dry
season 1891 to 1892,

TH® STATE OF THE ROADS,

Hon. C. P. Cuater—I would bug to call his
Excelleney’s attontwn to the constant complaints
that are being mnadn as to the statn of the roads
and the inconvenience and danger avising from
their continully being taken up in the wmost
orowded thoroughfires, and to axk whether any
steps aro being taken permanently to remudy
this state of things P

His EXorLLENCY—In answer to that I mav
say that T have read all the complaints which
have appeared in the local papers on the subject.

and I took the opportunity last Thursday of
going ove- the roads myself. I inay say as far
as I can judge betwern the Club and Arseual
Stre-t the roads are in a npearly parfect condi-
tion ; there is a little picking going on pear the
Headgqrarter Offices, and posts are buing put
np alternately oo either side of the road for the
electric light. Fuarther enst thers was a
great deal being done. and. I am sorry to
say more will have to be donel 1 bave
reports here from Messrs. Chatham, 'Too-
ker, and Crook, of the Public Waorks Deprrt-
ment. Mr. Chatham points out that over 3.000
houses have been redrained and about 4000 have
bad water service laid on, and nnmerous opepings
of the roads have cons qusnily been ueeessary to
carry on the work. Thera has bacn of course
great diff ulty lafely ju getting a snfficient
quantily of labour to do the work quickly. If
you witl allow these reports to ba printed in the
press, they will give full informit on o tha sub-
jeot to all wha roquire it. and will show that the
Public Works Duopartwent My recognizes the
avenssity of not putting the pavlic to any more
inconvenienons than is necossary.
DECLARIN i THE PORT FREE.

Hon. C. P. Cuua E&—I b+g to give noties that
at the next meating of Council [ will ask the
following qnestion :—* As tho plagun is now
virtaally stamped out, the deaths and aimissions
during the last week having besn very fow, is it
oontemplated to withdraw the proolumation
declaring Hongkong to be an infueted port, and
if so when.

THE WOMEN AND GIRLS PROTECTI)N
ORDINANCE.

The AcTING ATTORNEY-GENERAL—The firat
order of the day which 1 have the honoue to
move ia the first reading of a Bill entitled An
Ordinance to amend. “ The Women and Girls’
Protection Ordinanoa, 1890.” and Ordinauce
No. 14 of 1891, entitled “ An Owrlinancs to
smond The Women and Girls’ Protestion Ordi-
nance, 1890 7 On this oceasion T do-not propoge
to make any statement. The Bill is introducod
by direation of the Secretary of State and the
reasons aod objacts of the Bill will be found
printed at the foot,

The ActiNGg CuLNIAL SECRETARY saconded,

Bill road a first time,

THE TAU INGSHAN RESUMPTION
ORDINANCE.

The ACTIRG AITURNEY-GENER .L—I bave
the honour to move Lhe firat reading of a Bill
whioh I propose to shortly eall the Taipingshan
Resumption Ordinanon, On ordinary occasions it
is not nsual to make any staitement in referance
to Bills on * first reading.” bat I think this Bill
it of snch importance that I may refer to oue oe
two questions touching it. It will bo within
the recollestion of hon. memwbors of Connoil that
on the 11th June this year your Kxcellenoy at & °
meeting of this Counoil stated shortly what wore
the steps that were proposed to be taken by the
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. that the Governmant shall bave power to enter
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Governmovt in connection with the prevention
of tha plague in fuiure. Your Excelleney
(referring to the proposed bill) then suid (I
am reading now from a report of ths Diily
Press, and L thisk it is fairly correct)—-1
will give the Government—this is of conrse
siwply what we proposv—it will give the Go-
vorimoot pewer to enter 1uto immeadiats possas-
sion of, and pall down, and destroy. all dwelling
houses and blocks of Lionses unfit for human ha-
bitation. It will provide that the Government
shall at onon resume the possassion of all land on
which such dwallings are built, payiug of courss
compensation for so doing. It will provide

all houses pow insanitary though capabls of
being put into thorougbly sa iitary  coodi-
tion. Owners will be compulled to amend all
such dofects in ths houses as render them in-
sanitary. The Govermment will have power to
re-surv.-y aud re-avrange all lots so taken, and
open pew roads and improve the old ones.
Power will also be taken to enter and inspect all
Chinese housos; such hoases will be pumbersd and
classifiod, aud a fixed numbor of tenants will ba
allotted to each kouse and room, and owners wiil
buoblired to enter into a covenant that that nom-
buar shall not in any case bs exc-nded ; any infrac-
tion will of course bo followsd by hieavy ponalties.”
In acoordunce with that sketoh of what ws
proposad, u Bill was prupared.  This Bill wasofa
general charaolor, authorising the demolition and
dostraction of houses and constituting & Board
of Avbitration, and making provision us regrds’
the sanitary matters touchad on by your #xeel-
louey. Howover. when the first priut of the
Bill camo to b counsidered, it was fouod that
the switary provisions contnined in it then
aud the further sauitary additions o be in-
troducwi would so cumplicate the Bill that it was
thonght botter to put them iu a separate monsure,
and they wers dropped outof this Bill altogether.
"t ho Bill was then reframel to take in only those
genorghy powars of demolition and  resumption
after #'proper arbitration bourd had been con-
stituted.  tlowev-r, bufore tha Bill was finally
feamed the Permavent Committes of the Sani.
tary Bourd somowhat modifisd the view they pnt
forward as to what was required, and yon will
fi.d in a lotter already printed in the daily
newspapers that ou the 28th June tha Perma.
peut Committes recommend-d instead of the
geoeral powers of resumption and iustesd of
what was formerly proposed, the resumption
of a cortain ares of Taipingshau; bence this
present Lhll. That Bill since heing pnblish-
ed in the papirs has been modified to meet the
v.ows of the unofficial members of the Coeaneil
80 fur as possible aud of others who huve reported
npon it.  That accounts for the alteration and
dolay in the programme first proposed. Of oourse,
it will have to bs looked upon as a first mensure,
o by followed by a second measure which will
doal with the sanitary aspoct of affuirs. The se-

)

cond poin’ is as fo tha nogessity for {his Bill. I
world ask hon. waubers to roeolf ot that the
chief objci ofthis Bill 1s. so firus possibla, so far
a8 Wa cai {reses. 1o provent any recrud-scence op
nuy recurrenceof that plagne which hasnovw vigited
the colony for upwards of fonr munths. The
area proposel to ba dealt with, roughly sprake
ing, comprises somewhat uvder 400 090 square
foor, or 10 acres, and from tho letter of the Por-
wanent Coomittes of 2-th June it will be sevn
thit the area comprises 344 honsss, of whick 76
had more than thres cases of plagne in them, and
wore closed on that account, 146 had one or two
casss of plague, and the remqinder were con-
demned either frow proximity to these other
housss or were insanitary in thems-lves from
other canses.  Now, ma.y of these houses are
small, old, dark, badly drained and ventilated and
soma of them were then in a most tilthy
oondition, and the majority of them wers
eortified to be unfit for buman habitation.
The whols distriet is said to ba badly laid out
and badly - drained. and the soil is footid with
the aconmaulations of years,  Up to 23th Jaue
out of all tho viwes of placus which bad oooarred
50 pr oent oceurred iu that particalar district,
and of the cases which oecarrad we know
now from welical anthority that the plague
ocarried off from 75 to 8) por cant. of thoss at-
tacked by it. Now the report of the Porm neut
Commitiee is deserviog of tke most serions
attention. It is the report of fonur men who
for two wonths and npwards had been giving
their ntmost time and attention to the plagus
and to the particnlar areas in which cases of
plague occurred. From the evidenca thay pro-
duced and from the repnrta which sre bifore
tho Government at present, the opinion semns to
be almost unanimous that the whole area must
bo destroyed and 1+id out afresh. First, there
was the recommendation of ths Permanent Com-
mittes in the letter of 28th Juue, in which they
s1y " nothing but the pulling down of the whole
of theexisting housesand thacomplate reconstrno.
tion of the gnarter with wid-r strests aud better
draioage will ever prevent the umzhbourhood
from being & source of danger to the entire
city.”  Then there is the veport of the
Hounsiog  Committes. It wis composed, [
think, of fivs geutlemen—the Colonial
Treasurer as Chairman, Dr. o Kai, Me.
Jwekson, Mr Tooker (Public Works Depart-
went), and Jr Tarner, archirect. What is the
resu t of their inquiries, chiefly coufined to
medical evidence P ‘Chey state in their roport—
it has not been published vat bot I suppose there
is no obj-ction to my quoting from it —that “after
careful consideration of the wedieal evidenos
tenderod the committee unanimousty agroed that
the proper course to be pursued with rogard to
ths 88% bLong:s in the walled-in portion of
‘Taipingshau is their demelition preforably by
fire), that boing the only course open if the dis-
triot is to be made permanently sanilary.”
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Surgeon-Major Jeraes, who, 1 think, is a mom-
ber of the Pormanent Committee. also wrote
most ewphatically to the Housing « omwitt-e
stuting ity i s wpinjon, total demolition
wag the only coursa to be pursued.  He said —
] cortainly cannot imagive that any courss
but the complite destraction of the infected
acea would be of any advantage; and to ru.
eonsiruct it without destroying it first
would involve its being pulled about so much as
to double the labour aud t: allow the most dan-
gorons gpots to exist. ‘I'he homsos are struotur-
ally bad, the materials ave old, the lanes are too
parrow, and the whole area is overpeopled, the
drains are imporfoct, and, finally, wost of the
soil and materials are full of plagus germs,
Phere are, o» doubt, other places nearly as bad,
but none gnits as bad and none so muoh poisoned.”
Then the:e was the evidonos of the medicul
profossion —Sare.-Col. Preston, Dr Ayres (Co-
lonial Surgeon), Dr. Hartigan, and Dr Knott
With the oxcaption of Dr Hartigan they were
all of opinion that the houses should be pulled
down aunt destroyed, and Drv. Hartizan was of
opinion that those which conld not bs rendered
fit for human habitation shonld ba destroyed.
Now, I thi k it is porfectly mnifest if ihis
wholuvsale dest raction of the arua of Taipingshan
ixto be carvied out, it must be carriad out by
the Governmeni, by one budy. aad not by indi-
vidnal owners. If, on ihe other hand, a less
drastio measare is to be adopted—1 think it will
be admitted that some reconstruction at any
rate of this area must follow,—but even if it is
only pavtial. that agsin muost be under the
supervision of ode guiding bhand. Tt wonld
never do to leave it to individual owne=s to
recoustruot, on  their own aeccount. There-
fore, whalover may he tha nitimate fate of
thi< area I think it mnst be obvious to anyoue
*who has attompted to fimiliarise himself with
this subject 1bat the resnmption of this area is
necossary. I conceive that it is the duty of
the Governmont, at almost any cost, to lake
such steps as they find to be peowssary, upon
satisfactory evidence, or what is denmed ne-
cesvary in the small knowledge that peoplo

zoe had up to the present of the terribls
plague that has vivited the colony to prevent a
recarrence of the plague—a recurrence, which if
it ovcurs wou sl mean u groater loss to the
Colony in the lives of the people and in its
financws. Nus the Goverument bave doubtless
endeavoured to get the bast evidence they
could, and if the balance of the evidence now in
the possession of the Government poiuts-——asl
think it doas very strongly—to ths destruction
of wh learea, then the whole arsa muit ba
doatroved. What the Government have to do is
not to tuka sevious notice of. or to ragard has
lightly, mere opinions or s-ntime. ts expr-ssed by
those who look at the matter through the spacta.
olos of interest, beciase pers nal interest aud in-
dividual interests may be inflaenced, directly or
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indirectly. Ths Governineut have to go upon
the bust avidence they ean got, and if the balance
of the evidence shows tuat Taipingshan oughs$
to be destroyed it will bave to bo destroy-d.
The measurs is urgent becanss whatever
is done onght to bs commenced as soon as
possible, so that when the period arrives when
this disease is most likely to occur we oan say
conscientiously that wo have, at any rate, com-
menced to Go what we tliought was mecossiry.
‘There was also, [ ought toadd, befurethe Govern-
ment strong evid.-nce of what wus necessary 1o
b~ done iu this ares from the Japauess oxpert Dr.
Kitasato and from M. Yersin, which points to de.
truciion. This Billisonly the precursorof another
mensure, which is under prepa.aiion, whic. will
deal broadly with the sanitary condition of these
houses and the great qu-sticn of overcrowding.
Miycht Isay before resnmiag my seatthat th-re is
one point—it isonly a sm il point—which I shonld
like to mention. Iu Comuittes on » Bill an
amendment isfrequently proposad—often itis not
formulat:d in writing, and at the momsut an
amendment to a pirtioulir section is nooapted
without susp cting that it has refercues to
another part of the Bill. It may often happen
that such an amendment is areapted aut it is
afterwards found that it materially aff cts snine
othrr section of the Bill. not thonght of at the
moment. Thera is no rule that I am aware of
prescribing that any ameudment should be made
in wriling, or nolice given of it, but 1 should like
to appeal to hon. members that if they have any
amerdmoents, material ameudmeots, to make,
while the Bill is in Comumittos after the second
reading. will thoy, so fur as they can, give ono or
two days' notice to th Government of what they
intend 10 propose. I amsure it will (acilitate the
progress of this Bill and the business of the
vouncil, and will prrbibly prevent mistakes
being made by accepting an awendment which
it is afterwards found materially affucts other
portious of the Bill. With these remarks 1 beg
to move the first reading.

The ACTING COLUNIAL SECRETARY~I
second that,

Hon. C. P. Ca\TER—Sir, I beliave I am right
in saying that this is probably the first time in
the history of the colony that a Bill of this na-
ture has been brought before this Conneil, au-
tborising the Government to resume from the
Crown lessees so large an area of land and
entailing so heavy an expensa, Ths reasons
for this resnmption ars well known to everys
body. They have been discussed both private-
ly and in the press, and they are familiar to all
those who tako an interest in the matter. There.

fore it is unwecessary for we to dilate on th-m.
I may. howevar, montion that the concmsus of
opiniou is in favour of the rill us it i< now proe-
sented to us. (Hear, hear) Nevorthel e, I shonld
like to take this oppirtuaity of saying a fow
words with regard to the action of the uanfficial
mombers in this matter.

When the Bill was
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ovserirauy drafted yonr Exollency w s plonsed
to send each nf n3 a copy for our eapsideration
and for aoy remarks we might liks to offor on
it. After leaving the Bill for some time in the
band. of mv coll-aguns in ordor to vnablo them to
fully considor it, Lelled a meeting fort he purpose
of discossing its provisions, 1t wa« then fonnd
necessary to oall a secoud meeting an s the final
outcomn of aur deliborations was enrtain sug-
& -tions which we were to subnit to your Exeel-
lenc. for yonr approval. Befors “we had an
opportunity of doing this wo received a cowm-
munio.tion irom the Hon. Acting Co'onial
Seeretary informing ws that your Exo Nency
desired to meet us to discuss not only the sur-
gestions wo had to submit but also the main
principle of the Bill. namely, the vesnmption of
Tuiping han, avd for thig purpose copies of cor
respoudence ou the matter wore epploged for
our gaidance, At an informal meeting hell in
this Chamber our BULZHsiOnY Were snbmitted
and, for t o most part, adoptod—including
the vory important recommendation for the
deletion of the latter part of clanse 7 which
bound the Government to resnmo and dastroy
lands aud baildinrs und tak up sewera, destrov
streots, and carry aw:y (he enil and subaoil
which had bsoome iufected on the area thai,
was 1o bo resamed. In.regard {0 the main
question, the vesnmption of Thai ingsitan, wa have
had no time to bold a mesting among onresolvos
and therofors aush ona oan yriva his indepond-nt
opinion.  Mine was a3 it has always b-eq, thot
at any expanse a recurrence of tha plagne shonld
bo preveuted, but I was by no maans snro that
the measures propased 1o ba adopted wonld
eosura that result. From all the evidence
adva-cad it was very cloar that thers wera other
Jocaliting outside that which was proprsed to be
d-stroyed as badly £ ebed, and I printed ont to
your Bxcellency that waless the Gav-ramant
wis prepared to resam > thoss other districts and
improve their sanitary condition by giving them
more light and botter ventilation it would
be uselass to do what wag propisal in the
Bill, pamely, the wholesaie resn-nptivg and do-
straction of ten aores of land and tho buildings
thareon, nud that what was requirad mixht be
effected by resuming and dastroying only sush
portions as could not possibly bs mads sanitary
or ha vitable and by improving and disinfacting
the romainder [ boliave my hon. fricnd re.
prosanting the Chamber of Commercs was of my
opinion, while the hon. mimbar next to ma {Hon
Lo K.i} was of a contrary opimon. And not
nunatarally 8o, 4 he is nx you nre aware, 2 mam-
ber of the Sasitary Board and of tha 'lousing
Committes. and both thiee brlies had styoagly
rao mmened vot only the resnmption bat the
total d wtrus'i 0 of these buildings I bolinve
my hon, frieud opposite (Hon, B. R. Balilios)
w18 witlh wy bon. frieud oun the right (Hon. Ho
Kni). It was, how:ver, decided that we shonld

in the oompany of some of the hon. mem-

bars pressut go and inspret tha infucted ares,
‘which T did, and the conclusion I arrived at

after our inspection was that thougl there
wore cortain portions which wers iu snch a hope.
lass coud.tion that there would be uo choice but to
destroy them, yet this wis by no means the case
over tho whols ares. Thera are cerfaiu blaoks
which might by materially improved without
adoptiug snch a strinsent weasnre and whick
wight by made porfactly fit for habitation by
introduoing inte thom suffisient light and air for
due suditation, wi‘hout any necsssity for dasteay.
ing streets and s»w-rs and drains.” But I also
came to the ocoucinsion that to do all this it
was essontially necassary that the Government
should in the first instance r-sumne the whole of
the area, and thut, of conrse, is what: is now pro-
posed to ba dome by the Bill befors us.
Therefore, sir, we hive no opposition to
offar to the Bill as it now stands, but [ beg to
give your Exuellancy notios tuat as soon as the
Biil has passe | an- th question of resnmption is
fuily sattled. I will mova that a commission bs ap-
pointed to go into tha quastion of tha destenction
and that it bs comnosed of m-n well qualifi+d to
deal with suoh qnestions, namsly, sapitary
engineers, mndical men, and a few old resi-
donts whose knowledwa of the riquirements of
the ‘colony and whose experionos in building
oparations w.uld b1 of tha wraatest value, and I
shiall ask thit nothing be dons in the dircotion
of dustrnction until a full examination is made
and the raport given to your kxoellenoy.

Bill vead a first time.

ADJOURNMENT.

His Bxcrunenoy—1Ths Council stands ad-

jonrned uatil next Mouday.
FINANCE COMMITTEE.

A meeting of the Finance Committes wag held
immeadiataly after iito Council. Hon. J. H.
Stewart Lockhart, Aating Coloaial Secretary,
presided,

The CHAIRMAN—Tha first minate bofore the
Committae is " 'The Governor recoromends the
Council to vote a sum of twenty thousind dollars
(820.000), beiag the amount of the building
graut to the Po Leung Kuk” Hon. members
will remember that this vote was authorised by
Ordinance 10 of 1893, seclion 16, and on that
authority the mouney has already been paid over
to the Po Leung Kuk.

Vote passed. '

The CHAT’RMAN~—The Goversor recommends
the Con-weil to vote s sum of $1000)0 to roeet
extravrdinary expensss incurrod in connection
with the epidemic of plagus. It is unnecessary
for me to explain how this exponditurs has
arisen, and I regrot fo suy that it has ulraady
sxcoeded the $100,000. The D'reasnver told me
this morning that there was a debit to plague
acoonnt of $:07,715.95. In view of that faot
do you not think it wonld be beiter to take
a vote for a larger sum than $100,000° I am




L

| R

o o A5

( 8¢ )

snre the Governor will be ready to acceds
to suy recom nendations of the Finance Com-
mittee, It is not a matter of much itportavcs
—it simply weans bringing the matter before
you again.

Boo. Ho Kar surgested a doubt as to
whether the Finance Commities could make
‘such au alteration, and the Chairman then put
the vote.

Vote carried.

The CuateMaNn—The Governor recommends
the Connoil to vote a sum of $5,400 to meet +x-
pouditnre by the Botanical aud Afforestation
Department in conneotion with the recent cater-
pillar plague.

Hon. A. McCoNacuig—I observed a short
time avo tbat some men wers felling a lot of
beavy timber o the far side of tinppy Valley,
and it acourred to me that if judicious thinoving
wore done in many parts of the co’onv a groat
deal of the timber might bs sold and beoomn a
lacge source of revenus to the colony. 'I'his
has notbing to do with the vote before us uod I
merely throw it out as & suggestion.

The CRAIRMAN-—I think that scaresly bears.
on the vote. If you like you cun bring that ap
in Conneil,

V.te passed. :

The UnalRMAN~The Governor recommenis
the Council to voto a sam of six thousand doliars
(84,000) for rofunds of revenne. A refund of
$14,000 bas already beon made in the matter of
one estate.

Hou. E. R. Berinros—How was that P

The CHAIRMAN-—I[t m ans that & sam of
814,000 whioh was paid for probate dnty was
refanded bocause the estate was not really able
to pay snch an awount. ’

Vote passed.

The CHAIRMAN—Tha Governor recommends
the Coundil to vote a snm of nne thousand two
hundred dollars ($1.200) for the expunses of the
Medioal Department, as follows :—Medicines,
3700 ; Licht and Fael. $300.

(Medical exp-nditurs in counection with the
plarun is not inolndad in tha abave, but will be
defrayed from the Plague Vote.)

Vote pussed.

3ep SEPTEMBER, 1894.

PREBENT—

His Excellency the Governor, Sir WinLiam
Ropinson, K C.M G.

Houn. J. H. Stewarr LOCKHART, Acting
Colonial Secrotary.

tion. A. J. Leach, Q.C., Aoting Attorney-
General.

Hou. N. G. MircrHeLL-INNEs, Colonial
Treasurer.

Hon. 1t. M. Ruassy, R.N,, Harbour Master.

Hon. E. BowpLeR.

Hou. C. P. CHATER.

Hon. Ho Kar.

Hon. E. R. Berintos, C.M.G.

Hon, A. McConacHis,

Mr. J. . I Bucgur, Acting Clerk of
Counciis.

MINCTES. .

The minutes of the last meeting were read and
confirmed.

FINaNCE.

The AcTING MCOLONIAL SECRETARY—I have
the honour to lzy on the tuble the report of the
Fivanes Committes, number 1, and move that it
be adopted.

T'he CornoNIsL TREASURER secondod.

Agreud.

DECLARING THE PORT ¥RER.

Hon. C. P. CHATER—Pursuant to notice T beg
to ask:—" As the plagae is now virtually
stamped out, the deaths and admissivns during
thy Jast weok having boen vory fow, is it con.

templated fo withdraw the proclamation declare
ing Hoogkong o bs an inficted port, and if so
when P

The ActiNG COLONIAL SECRETARY—In an-
swer to the hon. mewber [ am glad to ba able to
state that the proclamafion declariog the port
infroted will be revok d to-dvy. | he question
of the continaaver of such powers to the Sanitary
Board as will bs affscied by this uotification is
under consideration  (Applan o)

THE MILITARY CONTRIBUTION.

Hon. BE. R. BELIL1ivs—Your Excollency, T beg
to vive notice of the following guestion which [
proposeto ask ut the next meetiog of the Gonoceil:
—1Ix it a fact that a cortain and not incons.derable
proportion of the amount vot-d by this Counncil
as u contribution to the maintenancs of the grar-
rison and which is pxid in sterline al the rate of
theday is spent by the military authorities loeally
and iu silver dollars, and, if so. will not the War
Office consent to receive such osntribution or its
sywrage amount in dollars caleulated at the rate
of exihange prevailing at the date the eontri.
bution was increased to £40,000 sterling?” I
may say bhriefly —

The ArrorRNEY-GENERAL—I donot think the
bou. member is in order to inake any remarks in
giving notien of a gnestion,

Hou, E, R. BeLirios—[ wish to explain the
objnct of my gnestion.

His ExceuLency—I think the object is quite

transparent.




