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ment iv having supplied a band, sud we cannot
do less, I am saro, than support them ip a mat-
ter which I think is more to the public benefit
than their own. (Applause).

The vote was then agreed to.

Tbere being no discussion on any of the other
items tho Bill was reported as amended in Com-
mittce, whereupon the Counnoil resumed and the
Bill was read a third time and passed.

Conncil went inlo Committer on this Bill, ard,
the Clerk of Councils read all the items through:

No remark was offered. and the Counocil
baving resumed, the Bill was read a third time
and passed.

ADJOURNMENT.

His EXCELLENCY :~=There is no further basi.
ness beforo the Council, gentlemen  There will
be no necessity to meet before this d 1y wonth,
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) PRESENT:—

His Excellenoy the Goverpor, Sir WiLLIAM
Ropinson, K.C.M.G.

Hon. G. T. M. O’Brien, C.M.G., Colonial
Yecrotary.

Hon. W. M. GoonmaN, Attorney-Geperal.

Hen. J, H. STewART LockHART, Registrar.
General,

Hon. R. M. Rumsry, R.N., Harbour Master.

Hon. C. P. CHATER.

Hon, Ho Kar

Hon. J. J. XEeswick.

Hon. T. H. WHITEREAD.

Hon. E. R. BELILIOS.

Mr. A. 8eth, Clerk of Counoils.

MINUTES.

The minutes of the last meeting were read and
confirmed.

THE COX.ONIAL TREASURER.

His Fxcrli LENCY—] may mention that the
Coloninl ‘I'reasarer is snffering from fever and I
bave excused his attendance lo-day.

PAPERS.

The CorLoN1AL SECBETARY~I have the hon-
our to lay on the table the report of Finance
Committee Ne. 6, the Widows and Orpbans’
Fund account for 1893, the report of the
Head Master, Victoria College; repori of the
Captain Superintendent of Puiice; returnsof the
superior and snbordinate Conrts; report of the
Snperinteudent of Viotoria Guol; report of the
Sanitary Sarveyor; report of the Acting Re-
gistrar-Genoral, all for the same year 1893, and a
despatch from the Secretary of State for the
Colonies respecting a conditional offer of & non-
pensionable allownnce to cortain members of the
Hoogkong Civil Service. :

NOTICE OF MOTION.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY—I also beg to

give notice that at the next meeting of Conncil

‘I shall move the following resolution —* That it

ia desirable to give effect to the suggestion of
the Beeretary of State for the Colonies, that, in
view of the fall in exchange, those of the
civil servants who are domiciled in ths United

Kingdom or other countries baving a gold cur-

renoy, snd are willing to draw their salaries

when on leave at the rate of 3s. to the dollar,
should be granted such s non-pensionable al.
lowance as will mske the half of their salaries
while on ective service equivalent to the balf of
their present salaries calculated at the rate of
3s. to the dollar.”

NOTICE OF QUESTIONS.

Hon. T. B. WRITFHEAD gove notice that at
the next mesting of Council be would ask ths
following questions :~— .

New Drainage, Separote System. .

Will the Government furnish the Coua.
¢il with n roturn sbewing—(1) the extent
to which the pew draipare scheme opn the
separate system as designed by Mr. Oshert
Chadwick, C.M.G., has been ocarried out; (2}
ke departures. if sny, from Mr. Chadwick’s
designs; (3) the total amount cf wonies exporded
on the new scheme up to 31st December, 1893 ;
(4) the guantity of work remaining to ba done;
18) the estimated cost of cowpleling the ssme;
(6) the cost of the deep sewer, commiencing at
the Murray Barracks onllab, runping down
Avrscnal Strest, avd aloug the Praya to ils out-
fall about Fevwick’s yard ; snd (7) what smount
of thie cost of this deep sewer, ruvning through
and draining yproperty nearly ous half of which
belongs to the Imperial Geovernment, has been
prid or will be refunded by the Military
Authorities; and further, will the Government
stato whether in the epinion of the responsible
authorities the separate system bas worked
satisfactorily wp to dato, and if not, what
are the reasons for its failure, and the remedial
mensvres, if any. it iz proposed to adopt?

Honglkong Post Office.

'Will the Goverbment lay upon tha tablos

statement shewing the gross income and the

gross expenditure of the Post Office for the

years 1690, 1891, 1892, and 1893 separately, and
sny lisbility still outstanding connected with
those years, also separately P ) '
_ Post Office, Treasury, Court House,
Land Office, &ec.

‘Will Government procure and lsy upon the
table an estimate of what money thess premises
would probably realise if exposed to avotion,
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a0d what would bs ths probable eost of erooting
a suitabls Post O.dirvand Joarl Housa, inolul-
jag & Load O, Le.on Govaramsut grouad
on the nww Priva Rashimation?

- Opiuat Ordinancss.

Wl the Governm:at lay upon the tuble a copy
of the patitim dated 124k Dacembor, 1893, to the
Right Hon. the Mavqgais of Ripon, Her Ma.
jesty's Priucipal S weratacy of State for ths Co-
lonies. from tha Hongkong. Caut n. and Macao
Steamb at Compaug, Limited, and the Chioa
Steamn Nasigation Cowmnany. Limited, praying
for Governmait assistance in their efforts to
sappress swugyglivg on board theic stoamships
by osusing suoh awmondmants to be made io the
Hougkong Iaw as miy ba thouzht neorssary and
eff sotual, &o, &, and a copy of any roply whioh
may have boen raceivod tharato ?

Crown Ajgants

In viow of tha Wast [ndiau Colonins, in-
oluding British Houdaris and British Gaiana,
having recoutly pissed rasolutions throagh
their  Legislatures ooudemuing the Crown
Agonoy systom as ag expeusive aud waste-
ful medium for tho transaotion of their
Dbusinnss, aod as a liko Eooling obbring aonyst
a large numbar of ratepay rs in this Co-
lony, will the Governmont lay upon tho tabla
at tha carliost possible dite a oopy of the Par.
Tamantary pip e C. 37075 of 1831 whioh i3 sud
to contain full inform tion a3 to the arvange-
mouta oxisting bitwesn the Colonial offiso and
the Crown A uts?

The Po Lnuag Kuk.

Wil the Govormaont L upon the table
» oopy of the despatoh N 204 of 2Ind
Dovembor last, from thoe Rirht Hon, the
Marquis of  Ripoo, Hor Majsty's Prio.
cipal Secrotary of Stata for tho Colonins,
in conunction with my mamorial, dated 27th
June, 1493, praying His Lordship to rotuen Or-
Zinsace No. 10 of 139 to tougkony for amnnd.
raent in the diveotions ia liortod thoroin, and to
racommand to tha Colonial (Fovornwent sither
to romova the Registene-Goancd from the
goveruing boly of tiwm Do Leaag Kuk, ovto
invest him with ponors aleguite $o his duties
and raspoasibilitias to thy waum and girla undor
his cave, nuder Ordinano» No. 11 of 18007

Finances.

Will tha Govwumont inform the Coun-
oil—{1) what moning waro oxpondod by
tbe Crown Agonts in Ensland, on acsount
of the olony, during 1853, {2) how mach
of thess waro defrayod ont of thn prooands
of the odlony’s wvecant gold toan; (3) what
amount, if noy, of our revenus during 1394
has boen remnittad to or drawa for by tho
Crowa Agents, from the ealouy, to dofray their
axpauses, aud tae rates of exohango, if any; (4
havs any mouios derived either from roveuus
in 1893, or from Supremn Court, or Reolama-
tion Deposits, bewn veaittrd to England or
withdrawn frow tke colony during the past zine

maths, foramy purptse other thau to defesy
nee vssary oxp oa liturs in Buglaud on account of
the colony ;13) if 82 what amonnt, from whab
funds darivel. at what vatas of oxchaugo remite
ted, how employad in Bugland, and ab what
ratas of interast, under what anthority have such
ranittancos boen made, and for what reasons,
aud (6) what amouat of the Colonial Govevn-
mont's funds now rowain in Bugland, kow wuch
thereof is darived from rovenae. how much from
daposits, and bow wuoh from the proceods of the
recant gold loan ?
THE NEW LOAN.

Hon. C. P. Cuirig—HHaving obtained your
Frollancy's parmission I pow bag to ask the
Erllowing quastions:—" At 8 weting of this
Chaaocil. held on the 29th Aurust of last year,
in answer to osrtiin quastions put by an honout-
able mombar. we wers info vmed that at that date
nons of the moao y veceived by the Crown Agents
in London in vespuet of our now gold loan
bad vithee bran remitted or drawn for; I sbould
aaw by glid to know what s the prosait state
of affirs, aud, thersfore, bag to ask whother
any partion of this sem hins yot baou remitted, or
devwa for, awl i wo, ab what rats of exohnuge P

“The COLONIAL SEORELARY— Phe answar is
—No portion ot the loan his boea rumitted or
deawn for. (Applause).

THT MILILARY CONTRIBUTION,

Floa C. P. CraTgr—My nest question, air,
{a— At a moting of thiy Council held oo the
L3th 1) 0. hast yoar, the hoo. the Coloninl Seore-
tary statod on the subjrob of the military con-
tribation that LL.E the Governor had addiexed »
yary strony reoommondation to the Seoratary of
Sento with & vinw to the raluction of thiy oon-
tribution ; [ would now by to ask whethor suy
answor has boon receivad to this despatoh. and If
30 to reqnost that it ba liid on the table.”

‘Phe CobINIAL SE¢rETARY—No answor has
boan roveived to the dispiteh in qustion. The
abtoubion of tha Sooratary of State will again be
deawn to the watter and Lie oppoetunity taken
of printing ont that the negun .ot in favonr of
roduotion of tho military contribntinn by been
matorially strengthonxl by tho henvy fall in ex-
oliwngo which has takoo plaso sives tho date
whon the daspatol in question was writteo.

Hon, C. P. Cuarer—Lho hon  tha Colonial
Saoratacy farthne said that he would place bo-
foro the Govarnor tho rosommendation of the
un official mewnbors, which was then oxpressd,
th at the amount of tho contribution by fixed in
dollars. nad at the rate at which the flest instal-
maut wis pail whon the o stribution was vaised
from £20,000 to £10,000. I should bo glad Lo
kuow waethor auythiogy has boen done towards
giving eflob to Lhis rronmmandation,

The CoLONIAL SucreTArY—The asnswor is
that on 2Llst Ducember last 11is Eixcelloney tho
Gveraor recommendad to tho Sooretary of State
that tho militury coatribution should be fixsd ut
a stated sanaal mnmbor of dollars, No reply
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has been rec ived fo that despalch. In {he
despateh which T havs just inentioned, in answoy-
ing the previons question, refereuce will bs made
to this matfer »lso. 1 Applause).

THE COLONTAT, SiCRETARY'S MOTION.

Hou. T. 1. W uirkurEaAd~—I might riso to
orter  With reference Lo the wotion of which
tho hon. Colenial Reoretary bas givon notice,
perhaps the Gevernmoent wonld causs a slato-
m nt to be preparved showing what extra expen-
ditwee will bn ineuer d by balf of the salaries of
the officinls domiciled in i uwrope being paid at a
Ss. dollar. T4 might pachaps onable ug and
assist us— -

1lis Bxcenuescy—It is in courso of prepara-
tion.

THE PO LEUNG, KUK INCORPORATION
(AMENDMENRT) ORDINANCE.

The ATrouNeY-GeNsrAL—I have the hon-
our to mnve the first reading of a Bill entitled
an Ordivanen to amend the Po Leung Kuk In-
corporation Ovdinance, 1893, T do not propose,
sir. on this fiest reading of the Bill to make any
farther ramarks than fo say that these altorstions
which have beon made earvy out tho desive of the
Sieretary of State that they should bo made.

The ¢ OLONTAL SFeRFTARY soconded

Hon, I Il WmiTerEAD—1 viso to give no-
tice of a motion that at tho sceond reading of
the Rill, Section 18 of the Ovdivance No. 10 of
1803 should be amended and read as follows:—

* Al baildings and premises of the Socioty
ahall be apen at all reasonable times to the in-
apostion  of thn Governor, of the Cupiain
Superintendent of Police, of any two unoflicial
Jusficos of tha Peaco! who shall bo appointed by
tho Governor to boe visitors, or of any other per-
sons whom 1lig Exeolloney may appoint or au-
thorizs in writing in that hehal€”

His tixcernency-=You will do that in Com.
mitlon P

How T 0" Warrsnean—TI givo notico that
1 will do it on the seeond reading of the Bill,

The Coronran Sucurrary—Ab tho Com-
mitien stage, [ think,

Hon, L. 1, Wuitenean—Certainly.

Bill vead a first time,

JURY CONSOLIDAYION (AMENDMENT)
ORIMNANCE,

The Avrorvey-Generat—~T have the Lon-
orr to nove thae first resding of a Bill entitlod
an Ordinanen to antend the Jury Consolidation
Ordinanee, 1887, 1 will rsserve any rowarks
until the sevond reading. At presont wo have
ouly tho Lill before the horse.

"Phe ConoNiat SicueTary seconded.

Bill read a first timo,

THE. SUPREME COURT SUMMARY JURIBDICTION
(AMENDMENT) ORDINANCE.

The Artorniy-GrNeraz~—I have the benour
to move the first reading of a Bill entitled an
Ordinnnes to amand the Snpreme Conrt dSum.

wury Jarisdiction Ordisancs, 1373, Thisisalso

)

an Ordinanes whieh but for 1 ebniealities would
have boen incorporated in the Bill wiich 1 have
just obtaiged leave to read for the first time, 16
i=a eorallary and supplewent to that bill, but
it was thought best to maie it the subjoet mat-
tor of a separate Ordinanes so that amendments
of two dufforont Ordiuances should not be at all
wixel up

The CoLONIAL SECEETARY secondoed.

Bill read a first time,

THE £1LVER WEDDING OF THE EMPEROR AND
TMPRY OF JAPAN.

His FxcponeNer-—That enas the husiness he-
fore thoe Conneil on the agonda papew, but thero
is & matter on which L sbould like. bifore wa
separate, Lo ask the opinion and advice of {he
hon. mowbers of Council.  We can havdly eall it
au intorchange of intornational conrtosies, but an -
exehanga of courtosios with an Eastern potentate
who has cortainly made great progressin Western
mathoda. You will all hava seen in tho papors
a statoment from the Japan Gazedl: that on the
9l of Mareh a very interesting colebration is
1o be hold of the silver wedding of their Majes-
tios tho Kmperor and Pmpress of Japan. 1 be-
Liovo that this is the fisst lime that sueh a colo-
bration has been held by apy polesiate i'n an
iastern counfry,  Woall know that His Majosty
the Bmperor has enied well and coustitationally
avor Japan for 25 years aud has extunded
hospitality snd civility to Kuropean travellers
there. and also to vesidents of Honglone, und
that Jupan, generally speaking, is beiug rupidly
[juropeanised, especially so in tho mstter of
edueation, for the edneational system of Japan
ia Dased on the hest methods in fore ju Weastern
conntries, Not ouly has Buddhism bom dis.
establishod bat the greatest toleraneo has been
chown to the Clristian communitios of all
donominations, Wo have, Limagine agreal com-
mereial intoreoness with Japan und that is likely
to b ine doeather than diminished owing to
{ho now lines of steamoers which the Japanesoe
have baon puttiog on betweon thal country nnd
Calentta and other placess Therddore U wish
1o know whothor you ave desivous tint somo ro-
cognition of this iuteresting domestio event
ghon!d ba taken by us  Mr. Chater, the senior
wneflicial member, has, [ boliove, with his nsnal
Kkindnoss, spoken to the unoflivial members on the
subject and thay hove, Lo fells me, oxprossnd
thoir willingnoss that a mossugo of conetratnli.
tion shouldt Lo sont through Hov Majesty’s Minis-
tee. J should like to know pow whether the
wnoflivial wembers desivo ona to be sent and whes
thor thoy considor such action on our part fitling
and appropriate,  1£ tho hon. weuioy n.noﬂh:ml
member can give we such assaranes 1 will moso
a resolition Lo the effoct, which I have no donbt
will gqnickly bo secouded.

Hon. C. P. Citarir—{ bave vory much plea-
sare in assuring yonr Exeellopoy that it is the
feoling of the unofficial wowbers that such 8
wossage should b sewt.
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Hi1s Excer.Lexev—Such being the case I pro-
pose to sond the folldwing message:—"* Weo the
Governor and Legislative Council of Hongkoug
on sur own behalf aud on bobalf of the commua-
jty ask your Excellrney to convey to their
Majestios the Emperor and Empress of Japan
our respectful congratulation of the celebration
of their Majesties’ silver wedding. Wn trast
that His Majesty and Hia Imperial Consort muy
long bo spared to direct the destinios of their

beautifal and flonrishing Empire and to reign
for wany more years over ita indostrious and
progressive people.”

Hon. C. P. Crarer—1I have very muoh plea-
curo in scconding tho proposal that the message
be sent.

Agreed.

ADJOUBNMENT,

His Bxcsruency—I propose o adjourn the

Council until to-morrow week.
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PRESENT:~

His Excellency the Governor, Sir WILLIAM
Ropixsoxn, K.C.M.G.

Hon. G. T. M. O'Brien, C.M.G, Colonial
Secrotary.

Hon, W. M. Goobaan,

Hom. N. G. MiricHELL-INNES,
T reasnrer.

1lon J. . STRwaRT-LockRART, Registrar-
General.

fion. R. M. Romsky, R.N,, Harboar Master.

Hou, K. BOWDLER.

Hon. C. P. CHATER.

Hon. Ho KaL

1on. J. J. KESWICK.

Hon. T. H. WHITKHEAD,

Hon. E. R. BeninLtos,

Mr. A. Seth, Clork of Cauncils.

MINUIES.

The minutes of {he last meoting wore read

and confirmod.

Attorney-General.
Colonial

PAPEKS.

The COLONTAT, SECRETARY—] beg leuve to
lay ow tho table » dospatch from the Seorotary
of State oo the subject of the Po Lewng Kuk
Incorporation Ordinanoe, 1803, and slso the ro.
Eort of tho Captain Superintondent of the Fire

rigado for 1803. ’

THE SILYER WEDDING OF THE EMPEROR

AND EMPRESS OF JAPAN.

The Coroniat Szenerary—The Counil
mny bo interested to hear that a telegram hus
boon received from Her Majesty’s Ministor at
Tokio in reforenuos to the messago of congratula-
tion that was recontly scnt on behalf of the
Council and community to the Bmperor of Japun.
The tolegresi runs an follows—it is nddrossed to
Fis Exoellenoy tho Governor :==" The Iimperor
desires to couvey to your Ixcolloncy his thuuks
for the congratulations of yoursolf aud Govern-
mont nod to express the pleasure with which ho
has received thew.”

TRE STAFF OF VICTORIA GAOL.

Hou. B. R. Berirtos—I beg to give notice
that at the next meeting of Council I shall ask
_ the following question—*In view of the con.
dition of the stalf of Viotovia Gaol, as divolosed

by the annnal raport of the Superintendent,
what steps do the Government intend taking to
reconstruoct tho said stail or otherwise to rendor
it efficient P” Tho object of this quostion is to
ascertain whetber or not it would bo advisable
to omploy Eurasians or Sikhs as turnkeys .in
Vietorin Gaol.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY—In view of the
fact that this meoting will probably be tho last
manting of Conneil for aome time, with your Ex-
oellency’s permission and with the leave of the
Conneil T will noswer that qnestion pow. The
Government has received un soveral occasions
during the past oighteen months ropresontations
from tho Superintendent of the Gaol to the
offoct thut the prosent rates of pay and other
udvantages wore vot suflicient to asttract men
of such qualifications and oconduct ay it was
desirablo that the staff of the Gaol shonld
POBSES. Tho Govornment, while seeing roason
ag at presont advisod to agreo with tho Superin-
tendent in the views ho has exprowsed, haa
veen unwilling, pending the appoiatmont of
a Retrenchment Comuwission, to tako avy
steps in {he direction of offvring highor in-
dnocmonts by salary or otherwise to the staff
of the Gnol. It was net ocousiderod right.
in view of the stato of aflaire and of the
proximate appointment of a Rotronchment Com-
mission, to add any expouditure absolutely
unavoidable to the expenditurosauctionod in the
estimates I have great pleasuro in informing
the Council that it is tho intention of your
Excelloncy very shortly to appoint a Retrovch-
ment Commission, aud one of tho guestiona whioh
will como bofove it is 1he question” which the hon,
oember bag raised in connoolion with the Guol.

THE OPIUM FARM.

1Its BxcerLEncy—Are thore any notices of
motion P

ou. T. M. Wirtenrap—I wug undor the
impression there would be another moeting of
the Couueil, and I intonded to givo notice of the
following resolution :— That in view of the
faot that the present Opium Farm expires on
¢ 8th February, 1895, and that tondors for the pew
farm must be sent in not later than 30th No-



