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Cts.
Turnips, Punti, (Long),—Lo Pak ... ... 1b. 3
Vegetable Marrow,— Tsit Kwa e ey, 4
Water Cress,—Sai Yeung Tsoi T 1
»  Lily root,—Lin Ngau ... ... ... 6
Yams, —Tai Shii cer e e e e, 6

6. The prices of provisions imported from countries other than
China (excepting those above enumerated) may not be
raised more than 15 7 above the retail prices prevailing in . .
the Colony on the 25th July, 1914, -

Nore.—In consideration of the loss sustained by discount on sub-
v sidiary coinage, payment for all articles of food not
exceeding $2 in value (excepting the articles enumerated
in clause 5) shall if made in subsidiary coin be subject to
an additional charge of 7%.

7. Cooking Salt, 2 cents per Ib.

Given under my haud and the Public Seal of the Colony at Victoria, Hongkong, this
3Uth day of October, 1914, -

By Command,

(LAUD SEVERN,
Coloninl Seeretary.

Gon Save Tur Kine.

.
Q-

DESPATCHES FROM THE SECRETARY OF STATE.

No. /410.

CIRCULAR.
Dowxine STREET,

11th September, 1914.

Str,—I have the honour to inform you that my attention has been directed to the yearly
increasing demands which are being made on the Imperial Institute by private individuals
and firms for reports on technical subjects and especially on the composition and value of
raw materials.

2. In the past it has generally been impossible to accede to such requests for investiga-

tions from private individuals and firms owing to the pressure of other work. At the same

time the conduct of such investigations seems to me to be a legitimate function of the Insti-

tute, and I have been given to understand that the demand for such reports would be consi-
“'derably extended if it were known throughout His Majesty’s Possessions that the Institute

was prepared to undertake for individuals special reports of the kind indicated in paragraph
-8 of the Earl of Elgin’s Circular despatch of the 31st of July, 1906.

LA
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8. 'The Institute, however, is now so completely occupied with the scientific, technical,
and commercial researches demanded by the Agricultural, Mines, and other technical depart-
ments of the Governments of those parts of His Majesty’s dominions which contribute to its
funds that it is impossible to undertake investigations on any considerable scale for private
individuals and firms without adding to the technical staff, and therefore to the general
expenses, of the Institute. But, having decided to meet what I believe to be a growing
demand for such work, I am authorising the Imperial Institute to undertake in future for an
appropriate fee researches, investigations, analyses, etc., required by private individuals and
firms, either in this country or any of His Majesty’s oversea dominions.

4. Tt will be left to the authorities of the Institute to decide in the case of each applica-
tion whether or no the request for researches, etc., is one with which the Imperial Institute
can properly comply.

. Any reports which may be supplied under this arrangement will become the property
of those who pay for them and will not be communicated either by the Imperial Institute or
by any Government to other persons, or published without the consent of those concerned.

6. As it is undesirable that the Imperial Institute should compete with the professional
expert, I propose that only special investigations, etc., should be undertaken, i.e. on subjects
of a technical character with which the Imperial Institute is exceptionally qualified to deal,
especially those relating to the production and utilisation of materials which occur in the
British Empire or which might be introdaced into British countries and are considered likely
to be of value to British commerce or trade. '

7. It may be useful if I refer to some of the more important matters with which the
Imperial Institute is in a special position to deal :—

(a) Investigations as to the value of new or little known raw materials for com-
mercial purposes.

() Chemical analyses, assays and valuations of raw materials, such as fibres, rub-
bers, oil-seeds, waxes, food-stuffs, tanning materials, essential and fixed oils,
gums, resins, drugs, tobaccos, soils, minerals, ores, waters, fuels, etc., etc.

(¢) The technical testing of rubber, timbers, cotton, fibres, cements, and other
materials. ‘

(d) Identifications of vegetable and mineral substances.

8. I am informed that the Managing Committee are not prepared at present to suggest
any- actual scale of fees which' could meet the variety of cases which are likely to occur.
The fee must be arranged between the Institute and the individuals or firms who require
investigations to be made. The matter will be in the hands of the Director, who will from
time to time report to’the Managing Committee the fee proposed in any special case in which
this cannot be determined by ordinary practice. '

9. I believe that the adoption of the plan [ have indicated will increase the usefulness
of the Tmperial Institute to the maunufacturing and industrial communities of all countries of
the Empire : and. as it will doubtiess be of importance to the residents of the Colony/Pro-
tectorate under your government, I shall be glad if you will take steps to make the arrange-
ment [ have sanctioned widely known, either by publishing this despatch in whole or part
in the Official Gazet/e or in such other way as may seem to you to be most effective.

[ have, &c.,

I.. HARCOURT.

The Officer Administering the Government of

Hoxexong.



