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APPOINTMENTS, &c.

No. 179.—His Majesty the King lias been pleased to approve the appointment of the
Honourable Mr. ALec Fremine CHURCHILL to be a Member of the Executive and Legisla-
tive Councils during the absence on leave of the Honourable Mr. WiLLiam CraTHaM, C.M.G.

No. 180.—His Excellency the Governor has been pleased to appoint Mr. Eric
Wizriam Hamintox to be a Justice of the Peace for the Colony of Hongkong, with effect
from the 1st March, 1914, :

No. 181.—Mr. Priie Warrace Gouprineg was duly elected, at the Election held
on the 1st instant in accordance with Government Notification No. S. 118 of the 17th
April, 1914, to be a Member of the Sanitary Board in the place of Mr. Francis Burmer
Lyon BowwLEy, until he shall return or be able to resune his functions.

5th May, 1914. ~

No. 182.—His Excellency the Governor has been pleased to appoint 2nd Ijeutenant
Roy BerriMany Hatrierp, 8th™ Battalion, City of London Regiment, to be his Private
Secretary and extra Aide-de-Camp, with the local rank of Captain, with effect from the 6th
May, 1914.

8ih May, 1914.

NOTICES.

CoLONIAL SECRETARY’S DEPARTMENT.
&

No. 183.—The following Finding of the Marine Court of Inquiry into the
circumstances attending the casualty to the British S.S. 7ai On, is published for general
information.

CLAaup SEVERN,
Colonial Secretary.

8th May, 1914. :

FINDING.

ree—

We find that the British S.S. 7ai On Official Number 95,858 of Hongkong of which
Rosert HENRY WETHEERELL, the Number of whose Certificate of Competency as Master is
08,651 of London, was Master, left Hongkong at 7 p.m. on the 27th April, 1914, on a
voyage to Kong Mun, with a general ‘cargo of about 100 tons, 395 passengers, of whom
only 363 paid any fares and a crew of 38.

At about 10.10 p.m. the ship being then off the Island of Ki Au, near the Swashway
entrance to the West River, some of the passengers, who had embarked at Hongkong rose
and attempted to gain possession of the ship, being armed with Mauser and Browning
pistols. They attacked the bridge, where the Master, Mate, Chief Engineer, and two armed
Portuguese guards were entrenched behind iron and barbed wire grilles and loopholed bullet
proof shields, who were able to repel the attack, after shooting several of their assailants, with
loss on their side of one—the Chief Engineer—slightly wounded.

The pirates then retreated below, and endeavoured to persuade some of the peaceful
passengers to go up and call upon the Master to surrender and, upon their refusal to do so,
shot them. They then deliberately set the ship on fire in two or three places. lThis was
about 11 o’clock.

In the meanwhile the Officers, in the intervals of fighting, fired distress signals—
rockets, bombs, and coloured lights, which were seen and answered by the British Steamers
Shun Lee, Shiu On, and Hoi Sang, which were on their way down the river, bound for
Hongkong, and by the Chinese 5.8. Wo Kwai, bound for Kong Mun. These four ships
rendered all assistance in their power, and succeedcd in rescuing some 165 persons by means
of their boats. ‘
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The flames spread rapidly, and the ship was shortly ablaze from stem to stern, the
passengers, including pirates, and crew, jumping over-board: many, however, appear to
have been unable to escape, and were burnt. :

The anchor was let go to bring the ship’s head to wind, but the officers soon found the
bows untenable, and bad to jump also, the Master being the last to leave the ship. They
were picked up, with the exception of the Mate, Mr. F. C. Evans, who was unable to

secure a lifebelt, the fire having reached his cabin when he went to get one.

The ship was completely gutted, but was subsequently towed back to Hongkong, when
the charred remains of 17 bodies were found on board, besides evidences of many more,
almost totally consumed by the flames.

We find that no blame attaches to any of the certificated officers, who took all pessible
steps to secure the safety of the ship, and conducted the defence of the bridge most
gallantly. The means adopted for the protection of the bridge appear to have been most
efficient.

We are of opinion that the conduct of the Master of the British S.S. Lintan in failing
to stand by the 7ai On or to render her any assistance, requires further enquiry, as does

- that of the Master of the On Lee who similarly failed.

We also wish to point out the irregularity, and very probable source of danger, of the
practice, which seems to be universal on board vessels on. this run, of carrying an unlimited
number of passenger runners, cargo brokers, and live stock attendants, who pay no fare, and
are commonly supposed to form an intelligence department for the pirates.

Dated at Victoria, Hongkong, this 6th day of May, 1914.

BASIL TAYLOR, Commander, R.N.,

Stipendiary Magistrate and President of the Court.

THEODORE DOUGLAS SHARP, Lieut., R.N.,
H.M.S. Tamar. '

JOHN ROBINSON,
Master of the 8.8, Sungkiang.

FRANK THOMAS WHEELER,
Master of the S.8. Kum Sang.

JAMES WILLIAM EVANS,

Master of the S.S. Haimun.

StrreEME COURT.

No. 184.—Under Section 16 of the Companies Amendment Ordinance, 1913, it is
hereby notified, for general information, that in addition to those already notified, ghe follow-
ing persons bave made application to be appointed auditors for the purposes of the Companies
Crdinances, 1911 and 1913, and that they are, in my opinion, qualified to perform the duties
required by the said Ordinances to be performed by an auditor :—

S. G. S. BrRINkWoRTH, Kobe, Japan.
H. S. G. Isrrr, "

Huer A. Nisget,
Registrar of Companies.

8th May, 1914.
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