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NOTICES.

COLONIAL SECRETARY’S DEPARTMENT.

No. 89.—The following particulars of a fraud commonly knoewn as the Spanish
Swindle " and practised by a gang of thieves in Spain, who are still endeavouring to victimise
residents in the British Colonies, are published for general information :—

«This time-honoured fraud continues to be practised upon the unwary by a ggng
of ingenious swindlers established in Madrid and other Spanish towns.  Assisted
by accomplices in England they single out their victims and extract money from
them by means of a letter which is generally to the following effect : —

. A Spanish prisoner who is dying in a military prison desires to provide for
his only daughter. He possesses a large fortune secreted somewhere, and offers
to transfer it to his correspondent if the latter will maintain and educate the child.

' Certain obligations, however, must first be discharged, and for this purpose
* about £100 is to be forwarded in bank-notes to a given address where the prison
chaplain will receive the sum and escort the girl to England. The fortune will
then be handed over. The story is usually supported by forged documents and
_newspaper cuttings.” "

Persons receiving such letters would do well to communicate with His Majesty’s
Embassy in Madrid. ( S T
CLAaup SEVERN,
Colonial Secretary.

" 13th March, 1914.

Royar OBSERVATORY.

No. 90.—Extract of Meteorological Observations made at the Royal Observatory,
Hongkong, during the month of February, 1914.
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