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DESPATCHES FROM THE §ECRETARY OF STATE.
No. 198.
CIRCULAR.

Dows1NG STREET,
3rd June, 1911.

Sir,—I have the honour to inform you that from cases which have come before me it
would appear that the rules relating to the acceptance of literary and other compositions by
His Majesty the King might with advantage be more generally known in his oversea posses-
S1ONS.

9. Tt is a fixed rule that l1is Majesty cannot accept any composition which is in manu-
seript, and in any case in which you may be asked to forward such a composition to His
Majesty you should return it to the sender with an intimation that you are unable to comply
with his request, in view of the standing rules on this subject.

3. 1t is not the custom of the King to accept the dedication of any work unless it is
composed by a person who is known to His Majesty or of recognised standing in the literary
world, and you should reply accordingly to any application for permission to dedicate a work
to His Majesty.
I have, ete.,
L. HARCOURT.
The Opjicer Administeray the Gorernment of
HoxcRONG.

No. 194,
CIRCULAR.
DowxinGg StREET,
Sth June, 1911.

Sir,—With reference to Mr. Chamberlain’s Cireular despatch of the 17th August,
1898, T have the honour to transmit to you copies of the new Regulations respecting Foreign
Orders and Medals which have been issued by His Majesty’s command in substitution for
those hitherto in force.

[ have, ete.,
L. HARCOURT.
The Oijicer Administering the (yocernment o
Hoxeroxe.

The King has been pleased to commend that the followiny Regulations respecting Ioreign
Orders and Medals shall be substituted jor those hitherto in jorce :—

1. It is the King’s wish that no subject of His Majesty shall wear the Tnsignia of any
Foreign Order without having previously obtained His Majesty’s permission to do zo, signi-
fied either: .

(«.) By Warrant under the Royal Sign-Manual, or
(0.) By private permission conveyed throngh His Majesty’s Private Secretary.

2. Permission given by Warrant under the Royal Sign-Manual will enable the Insignia
of the Foreign Order to be worn at all times and without any restriction.

Private permission will only enable the Insignia to be worn on the occasions specified in
the terms of the letter from the King's Private Secretary conveying the Royal Sanction.

3. The full and unrestricted permission by Warrant under the Royal Sigu-Manual is
designed, subject to the exception mentioned in Ruale 4 (@) respecting British Naval or
Military Officers during hostilities. to meet cases where the Decoration may be said to have
been earned by some valuable service rendered to the Head of the State conferring it, or to
the State itself. The private or restricted permission is contemplated for Decorations which
are more or less of a complimentary character. In either case, the matter will be submitted
to the King by His Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs.
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4. Full and unrestricted permission by Warrant under the Royal Sign-Manual is con-
templated in the following cases :—
For a Decoration conferred—

(2.) On an Officer in His Majesty’s Naval or Military Forces lent to a Foreign
Government ; on an Officer in His Majesty’s Naval or Military Forces
attached by his Government to a Foreign Navy or Army during hostilities;
or on any British Official lent to a Foreign Government and not in receipt
of any emoluments from British public funds during the period of such
loan.

(4.) On any person not at the time in the service of the Crown, who, while him-
self outside the limits of His Majesty’s Dominions, has rendered valuable
services to the Head of the State conferring the Order, or to the State itself,
within the period of two years immediately preceding the notification of
the Decoration to His Majesty’s (iovernment provided for in Rule 5. The
term “service of the Crown™ (supra) comprises any person holding a
Royal Commission, or any person in receipt of a salary from public funds
in the United Kingdom, or in any British Dominion, Colony, or Protect-
orate.

(«.) On any British subject employed in a Foreign Embassy or [Legation in the
United Kingdom.

5. The desire of the Head of a Foreign State to confer upon a British subject the
Insignia of an Order, or the fact that he has done so, must be notified to His Majesty’s
Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affaivs either through the British Diplomatic Repre-
sentative accredited to the Head of the Foreign State, ov through his Diplomatic Represen-
tative at the Court of St. James. His Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State for Foreign
Affairs shall be under no obligation to consider claims that are not brought to his notice
through one of these channels.

6. When Hix Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs shall have
taken the King’s pleasure on any such application, and shall have obtained His Majesty’s
permission for the person in whose favour it has been made to wear the Insignia of a
Foreign Order, he shall signify the same to His Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State for
the Home Department in order that he may cause a Warrant, if it be u case for the issue of

a Warrant as defined in Rule 4, to be prepared for the Royal Sign-Manual.

When such Warrant shall have been signed by the King, a notification thercof shall be
inserted in the Glucetle, stating the service for which the Foreign Order has been conferred.

Persons in whose favour such Warrants are issued will be required to pay to His
Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State for the [Home Department a stamp duty of 10s.

The Warrant signifiying His Majesty’s permission may, at the request and at the
expense of the person who has obtained it, be registered in the College of Arms. Every
such Warrant as aforesaid shall contain a clause providing that His Majesty’s licence and
permission does not authorise the assumption of any style, appellation, rank, prece lence, or
privilege appertaining to a Knight Bachelor of tlis Majesty's Realms.

7. When a British subject has received the Royal permission to accept the Decoration
of a Foreign Order, he will, at any future time, be allowed to accept the Decoration of a
higher class of the same Order, to which he may have become eligible by increase of rank in
the Foreign Service, or in the service of his own country : or any.other distinctive mark of
honour strictly consequent upon the acceptance of the originai Decoration, and common to
every person upon whom such Decoration is conferred.

8. Medals which constitute a particular class of a Foreign Order are subject in all
respects to the above Regulations in the same manncr as higher erades of the Order,
except that permission to wear will be given by Letter and not by Royal Warrant. The
King’s permission must be obtained for any other iMedal to be worn.” No permission is

needed to accept a Foreign Medal if' it is not intended to be worn.

9. Naval and Military Attachés to His Majesty's Missions abroad may, at the termina-
tion of their appointments, be given restricted private permission to wear, on certain specific
occasions, the Insignia of a Foreign Order conferred upon them by the Chief of the State

-only in which their headyuarters were situated.

Foreign Office, May 8, 1911.



