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GOVERNMENT NOTIHFICATION, = No. 642,

The following Bill to be introduced into the Legislative Council, is published for general informa-

tion.

By Command,

F. H. Mar,

Colonial Secretary.

Colonial Secretary’s Office, Honvkone, 23rd October, 1902.
3 fenl o ?

A DILL

ENTITLID
An Ordinance with reference to CUollisions bo-
tween Junks and Ships.

Wnrreas it is expedient that a junk which does not Preamble.
comply with the International” Collision Regulations con-
cerning Lights, and thereby occasions u collision outside
the waters of this Colony with a vessel bound to comply
with such Regulations, sheuld not, in the event of litigation
in the Courts of this Colony in respect of such collision, be
ina wore advantageous position than sueh vessel :
Br it enacted by the Governor of Ilongkong, with the
advice and conzent of rhe Legislative Counell thereof, as
follows :—

1. This Ordinance may be citeld as the Junks (Collision) Short title.
Ordinauce, 1902,

2. In this Ordinance, unless the context otherwise re- Interpreta-
quires, the following expressions have the respective mean- tion.
ings hereby assigned to them, that is to say :—
“8hip” includes any deseription of vessel used in
navigation not propelled by oars, except juuks or
lorchas not propelled by steam ;

“Junk ” includes ¢ Lorcha”, and any sea going sailing
vessal of Chinese or other Asiatic build, construction,
and rig ;

“ Lorcha” includes any sea going sailing vessel of
Euaropean build and construction, but of Chinexe or
other Asiatic rig, or of Chinese or other Asiatic

-~ build and eounstruction, but of European rig ;

“ Iutérnational Collision Regulations” wmeans the Re-
gulations for preventing collisions at sea made by
Order in Council of Her late Majesty, Queecn
Victoria, Jdated the 27th day of November, 1896,
under the provisions of section 418 of the Merchant
Shipping Act 1894 ; aund if any amendments thereof
shall hereafter be made, such expression shall
include such amended Regulatious.

3. Where in any action Lrought in any Court in the Junk or ship
Colony in respeet of a collision occurring, between sunset infringing
and sanrise, outside the territorial waters of this Colony, i{r}:}gminw
between a junk and a ship, it is proved to such Court that 1j,hts to be
either such junk or such ship has failed in fact to comply deemed in
with all or any of the Rules coucerning Lights contained fault.
in the International Collision Regulations, the junk or the
ship which has so failed to comply with such Rules or
Rule shall be deemed to be in fault, unless it is shown to
the satisfaction of the Court that the circumstan<es of the
case made non-compliance with such Rules or Rule neces-
sary.

Objects and Reasons.

The Iuternational Collision Regulations have been very
generaliy adopted and have bLeen most useful for the pnr-
pose for which they were framed.

It is to be regretted that Chinese junks cannot be com-
pelled to observe at least that portion of the Regulations
which relutes to Lights. In the waters of the Colony.
junks are required, by section 25 (1) of Ordinance No. 36
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of 1899, when uunder way between sunset and sunrise, to
exhibit, at a height not less than 20 feet above the hull, a
bright white light visible all round the horizon at a dis-
tance of at least one mile.  Beyond such waters they secin
to carry a light or not ax they please,

Although the Legislature of this Colony caunot compel
the observance of the Iuternational Rules concerning lights
by junks outside the territorial waters, there can be no
iujustice in refusing to allow succes<ful resort to the Colo-
nial Court by junks neglecting to carry proper lights them-
selves, while claiming damages for a coliisicn with some
ship which is subject to the Intervational Regulations.

Often, in sueh caxcs, the collision would never have
ocewrred had the junk ecarried lights indicating, even in the
smallest degree, the course she was 1aking. Not infre-
quently evideuce is adduced to show that wo light at all
was visible on the junk except perhaps just immediately
before the collision, when a lantern was sunddenly hoisted.

This Ordinance puts junks and ships on the high seas
on an cquality before the Court as regards lights in colli-
sion cases.

It wili be seen that section 2 follows the wording of the
Interpretation clause of the Merchant Shipping Conxoli-
dation Ordinance, 1599, (scetion 2 of Ordinance No. 36 of
1899, while provision is made in the interpretation of the
“International Collizion Regnlations™ forany faturc amend-
ments therein.

Section 3 follows the wording of sub-section (4) of sce-
tion 419 of the Merchant Shipping Act, 1894, as closely
as practicable.

This course was deemed advisable, as mueh of the lan-
guage of the Imperial Act, has formed the subject of defi-
nite judicial interpretation in England, to the advantage of
the Colonial Courts and shipping community.

Should the Secretary of State decide that not only the
Rules concerning lights, but also the International Collision
Regulations generally, should le applied, the Ordinance
can bhe very casily amended by the omission of o few words ;
but 1 gather that the complaints so far have usually been
confined to the non-observance of that portion of the Regu-
lations which deals with lights.

W. MeicH Goobyax,
Attorney General.

GOVERNIENT NOTIFICATION.—No. 643.
The following Bill to be introduced into the Legislative Council, is published for general informa-
tion.
By Command,
F. H. May,
Colonial Secretary.
Colonial Secretary’s Office, Hongkong, 23rd October, 1902.

A BILL

ENTITLED

An Ordinance to amend the Law relating to
Employers and Servauts.

Bz it enacted by the Governor of Hongkong, with the
advice und consent of the Legislative Council thereof, as
follows : —

Kepeal. 1. The Ordinances mentioved in the Schedule to this Or-
dinauce are hereby repealed to the extent specified in the
third column thereof.

Interpreta- 2 In this Ordinance the following words and expres-
tion. sions shall have the meaning assigned to them respectively

unless there be something in the context repugnant thereto
namely :(—

“Contract of service” shall mean any contract,

whether in writing or verbal to work personally for
any period of time.



