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GOVERNMENT NOTHITCATION.—No. 550,

The following Rules made by His Excellency the Officer Administering the Government in
Council, under The New Territories Regulation Ordinance, 1899, are published in substitution for the
Rules published in Government Notification No. 256 of 24th April, 1902.

By Command,
F. H. Mav,

Colonial Secretary.
Colonial Secretary’s Office, Hongkong, tth September, 1902.

Rules made by the Qfficer _Admiriistering the Government in Coancil, under
section Sof Ordinance 12o0f 1899, this Sth day of September, 1902.

CROWN RENT.

1. For the period from 18th April, 1902, to the 17th April, 1904, Crown Rent shall be paid on
land in such portions of the New Territory as are specitied in Rule TX. subject to the terms and
conditions contained in the following Rules, namely :—

2. Such Crown Rent is now due and payable to the Treasurer or such officer as he may depute
for that purpose.

3. Such Crown Rent shall be recoverable in the manner provided by Rule 8 of these Rules.
4.—(i.) Crown Rent shall be payable in respect of land of every description—

(a.) by the person or persons certified by the Land Court to be the owner or owners of such
land, except when such land is subject to a customary mortgage, when, until the
redemption of that mortgage, Crown Rent shall be payable by the person certified by
the Land Court to be the customary mortgagee ;

(b.) where no person has been certified by the Land Court to be the owner or customary
mortgagee of such land, or where the person liable makes default, then by any person
or persons who appear to be or who claim to be in actual beneficial occupation of such
land, and they may deduct the amount of Crown Rent so paid by them from the rent,
if any, due by them in respect of such land to their immediate landlord.

(ii.) Where any land is subject to a perpetual Rent Charge, the person liable for the payment of
Crown Rent may deduct the whole of the Crown Rent payable by him in respect of such land from
the amount of such perpetual Rent Charge: Provided always that in the case of land covered by
buildings in respect of which Crown Rent on the 2nd Class scale shall be payable, the person liable for
the payment of Crown Rent may deduct an amount not exceeding one-half of the Crown Rent paid by
him in respect of such land from the amount of such perpetual Rent Charge.

5. Such Crown Rent shall be paid in accordance with the following scale, namely :—
Agricultural Land.
For 1st Class land,—

Per acre ............$5.00. Minimum charge ...... $0.20.
For 2nd Class land,—

Per acre ............$2.00. Minimum charge ......$0.10.
For 3rd Class land,—

Per acre ............ $1.00. Minimum charge ...... $0.05.

Uncultivated Land.

1st Class land shall pay such Crown Rent as shall be fixed as fair and reasonable by the officer
appointed by the Governor for that purpose: Provided always that if the person liable for the payment
of such Crown Rent shall be dissatisfied with the amount thus fixed, he may appeal to the Governor
in Council, whose decision shall be final.

2nd Class land, per acre ............$2.00. Minimum charge ...... $0.10.
3rd Class land, per acre ............ $1.00. Minimum charge ......%0.10.

Land cocered by Buildings.

{st (lass land, as for Ist Class uncultivated land.

Znd Class land, per acre ............$20.00. Minimum charge ......$0.20.
3rd Class land, per acre oo $10.00. Minimum charge ......$0.20.
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_ 6. The officer appointed by the Governor for the purpose shall decide whether any land in the
¥ew Territories is agricultural, building, or uncultivated land, and he shall also decide within which of
the above three classes any such land falls ; but in the event of any person being dissatisfied with any
usch decision, an appeal shall lie therefrom to the Governor.

7. The expression “agricultural land " as used in these Rules shall mean land which is used for
purposes of agriculture or fruit-growing.

8. Every sum now due or payable or which shall hereafter become due and payable to the Crown
on account of Crown Rent may be recovered in the manner hereinafter provided.

A.—(1.) The proper officer shall prepare from the Rent Rolls general notices in the form
prescribed in Schedule A specifying the name of each person from whom Crown Rent
appears to be due and the amount due by him. The notices shall be exhibited in a
Police Station or some other convenient place within each district.

(2.) When any such sum has fallen due and a written notice of demand for it has been
served on any one of the persons liable for it or published in the prescribed manner,
and fifteen days, or such further time as may have been allowed by such notice, have
elapsed from the time of such service or publication without such sum having been
paid or satisfied, such sum shall be deemed to be in arrear and every person liable for
it shall be deemed to be a defaulter.

B.—With a view to the recovery of arrears the officer appointed by the Governor in that
behalf may issue an attachment and may seize by virtue thereof any personal property
of the defaulter and may also seize any live stock or effects or any crops to whom-
soever belonging which may be found on the land in respect of which the arrears are
due and may after the prescribed notice sell the same by public auction in the
prescribed manner.

('—The attachment may be made by a Land Bailiff or other person appointed by the
Governor in that behalf who shall publicly notify the attachment in the prescribed
manner and shall take an inventory of the property attached.

[)—1If the arrears cannot be recovered in the manner aforesaid the proper officer may
proceed against the land in respect of which the arrears have accrued as next here-
inafter provided.

/2—(1.) The proper officer may by notice of sale (to be served or published in the prescribed
manner) declare his intention of selling at the expiration of three months from the
date of such notice of sale, the land in respect of which the arrears have accrued, and,
if at the expiration of such period such arrears have not been paid or satisfied, the
said officer may sell by public auction the whole of such land or such portion thereof
or such interest therein as he may deem sufficient.

(2.) Provided that in case of any auction sale of land held under this section it shall be
competent for the proper officer to fix a reserve price below which no such land shall
be sold, such reserve price not to exceed the amount of the arrears together with
interest thereon at the rate of eight per cent. per annum, and costs: and provided
further that in the event of no bid equal to or exceeding the amount of such reserve
price being offered at the time of sale, a report to that effect shall be furnished by the
proper officer to the Governor who may, at any time after one week from the date of
such auction sale, declare by notification in the (acette that such land is resumed by
the Crown, and such land shall be and become the property of the Crown from and
after the date of such notification.

F—The proceeds of such sale shall be applied in the first place in satisfaction of the arrears
together with interest thereon at the rate of eight per cent. per annum and costs, and
in the event of there being any surplus remaining, the said officer shall, if he is satisfied
at to the right of any person claiming such surplus, pay the amount thereof to such
person, and if he is not so satisfied shall hold the amount in trust for the person who
may ultimately succeed in due course of law in establishing his title thereto.

(s —The purchaser at a sale held under the last preceding paragraph shall be deemed to have
acquired the right offered for sale free from all incumbrances created over it and from
all subordinate interests derived from it except such as are expressly reserved by the
said officer at the time of sale.

/1.—All costs of any proceedings under these Rules for the recovery of arrears may be re-
covered in the same way as if they formed part of such arrears.

].—If any person, having any interest in any property liable to be sold under the provisions
of these Rules, at any time previous to such sale tenders to the said officer the arrears
with interest and costs, the said officer shall thereupon desist from any further pro-
ceedings in respect thereof.



