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GOVERNMENT NOTIFIC CATION.—No. 282.

. The fo]lownw Report on the Hougkonu Post Oftice, for the year 1901, is published.
By Command,

A. M. THOMSON,
7 . ) ) - Acting Colonial Secretdary.
Colonial Secretary’s Office, Hongkong, 9th May, 1902. :

No. 37. o GENERAL Post OFFICE,
’ \ Howerowe, 5th April, 1902.

Smr,—I have the honour to submit the Annual Report on the Hongkong Post Office for the
year 1901.

DEPARTMENTAL CHANGES.

2. Captain Hastings, the Postmaster General, after an absence 6f 18 months in England, returned
to the Colony and resumed his duties on the 19th September. Unfortunately he was obliged through
illness to remain at home after only a month in office, and, I regret to add, never returned to duty.
Durmg his absence I was in charge of the Department

3. Twenty-eight new appointments were made during the year, and twenty-one clerks resigned or
were dismissed. The new appointments included a Deputy Superintendent of the Money Order Office,
three Assistant Marine Officers, and a Correspondence Clerk—all of these Officers were very much
required with the increased business in the Department as a whole. The principal cause of the resig-
nations was the fact that these men alleged that they could secure more remunerative employment, .-
- and less hard work, outside the Post Office.

4. The Postmaster at Shanghai, Mr. SorLy, obtained his long delayed leave of absence and
proceeded to England in April. There was considerable difficulty experienced in arranging for his
duties, and the Government were obliged to transfer Mr. Dixox, the Superintendent of the -Money
01 der Office, to act as Postmaster at Shanghai, the latter’s place being taken by the Deputy. .

5. Both of the Travelling Marine Officers at Shanghai resigned during the year, after but a short
period of service, on the glound of the insufliciency of the salary attached to their Office. It was with
some difficulty that their places could be efficiently filled. N '

INTERNATIONAT AND LocAr CORRESPONDENCE.
»

6. A statement of the International and Local Correspondence received and despatched during the
vear will be found in Table A. Tt shews a vatisfactory increase on the business of the previous year,
the totals being—Received:  Letters and Posteards (including 107 Insured and 258,720 Registered)
2,453,297 ; Other articlex 1,563,590, and—Despatched :  Letters and Posteards (1nclud1ng 153 Insured
und 196,190 Registered) 2,639,013 ; Other articles 789,100. -

7. T attach a summary—Table B—showing the number of bags, &e., received and despatched, which
also shews an increase on that of 1900.  The total number actually (lmlt with at this Office being Bags
81,269, Packets 8,678, Parcel Post Boxes 4,926, and Loose Letter Boxes 2,258. I have this year beel
able to give the number of steamers conveying these Mails, viz., 5,914 Inwards and 6,626 Outwards.
Included in the former are 44 United States Mail Packets, 27 English P. & O. Contract Packets, 27
Messageries Maritimes Co.’s Packets, 26 German Mail Packets, and 14 Canadian.

8. Tt may be of interest also to mention that during the year the English mails were received at
this Office on 2 occasions in 26 days, on 7 occasions in 27 days, on 11 occasions in 28 days, on 18
occasions in 29 days, and on other occasions in 30 to 35 days. On the two occasions referred to, once
was by the P. & O. Contract Packet and the other by a German Mail Packet. Twice during the year
the mail by the Messageries Maritimes Co. had to be transferred, owing to accidents to their. ships,—on
one occasion the transfer was made to a steamer of the Japanese European line, at Colombo, and on
another to the P. & O. Mail steamer at Singapore. In the last mentioned case the Warllle Officer, I am
pleased to say, brought both mails sorted to Hongkong. ~

9. With the exception of the loss of the P. & O. Mail Steamer ““Sobraon” while on her way from
Shanghai to Hongkong in April, (on which occasion the mails were fortunately saved and reached
Hongkong in time to be despatched by the next German Mail Packet leaving 5 days later), and also on
two or three other occasions when there was a delay of a few hours, the Mail Packets left Hongkong
at their regular and appointed times. These mails all reached London in good time with the exception
of the mail despatched on the 3rd June by the Messageries Maritimes Co.’s steamer *‘ Laos,” when,
owing to plague on board on her arrival at Marseilles-and her being quarantined, the mails were some
days late in arriving in London.
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PosTAGE STaMPs.

10. The usual Statement of Monthly Sales of Stamps at Hongkong will be found in Table C. The
total sales for the year amounted to $239,377.49, an advance on the sales of the previous year of
no less a sum than $21,765.25. For comparison I may mention that the sales for the ten years pre-
vious to this were as follows, and goes to prove that even with the adoption of the Penny Postage the
loss sustained in 1899 is being quickly made up :— ‘ ‘

1891, ...... $ 92,275.87 1896, ...... $161,983.46
1892, ...... $ 99,895.42 1897, ...... $181,459.50
1893, ...... $108,198.09 1898, ...... $233,195.77 -
1894, ......$121,755.27 1899, ......$216,791.45
1895, ......$151,166.48 1900, ...... $217,612.24

11. The sales of stamps at the Bristish Post Office at Shanghai and at the British Postal Agencies in

China will be found in Table D, and amounted to $84,105.28, an increase of $6,599.12 on the previous

year’s receipts; the Shanghai Post Office receipts under this head being $38,749.64 in 1901 against
$32,027.90 in 1900.

ParceL Post.

12. Again this year the Parcel Post business shews a steady advance on the previous one. The
total number of those received (including 3,607 Insured) amounted to 43,161, and of those despatched
(including 4,424 Insured) amounted to 38,679. Details will be found m Table E.

REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE.

' 13. The Revenue and Expenditure for the vear 1901 will be found in Table F. It will be seen
that the Revenue received from all sources was $355,912.74, exceeding that of 1900 by $30,309.41, and
the Expenditure was $273,685.51, an increase of $38,422.43 on that of previous year. The net balance
to the credit of Hongkong Post Office on the year’s transactions amounted to $82,227.23.

MonNgEY ORDERS.

14. The Money Order business done during the year 1901 was again a large oné and exceeded
that of the previous year by the sum of $79,762.03. The total amount of Orders issued and paid
amounted to $621,381.26 and $560,521.39 respectively. Tattach a statement of the year’s transactions
—Table G. : , .

»

15. The sales of Imperial and Local Postal Notes in 1901—Tables H and I—amounted to
£6,918.12s.1d. and $8,093.06 respectively, and exceeded the sales of the previous year—the former by
£768.145. 11d. and the latter by $1,691.56. The selling rate of the Imperial Postal Notes ruled high
for the greater part of the year owing to the uncertain and frequent fluctuations in ‘the rate of
exchange. . : ' ’

-16. As already mentioned, a Deputy Superintendent of the Money Order Office was appointed
owing to the increasing work in this Branch. = This Officer’s principal duties consisted of Indian Orders,
and the Office was fortunate in being able to transfer an old and experienced egployee in the person of Mr.
Moosa to this work. As will be seen the Orders drawn on India in 1901 exceeded those of the previous
year by the large sum of Rs. 101,524. The additional help so much needed had hardly been given
before the Superintendent, Mr. Dixox, one of the most capable and efficient officers in the Service, was
removed by being transferred temporarily to Shanghai, thereby handicapping the Office in a most
serious manner.

GENERAL.

17. T think I can fairly claim that the mails were delivered in as short a time after arriving at this

Office as could reasonably be expected. [ may mention the following averages—delivery to Box- -

holders by the French Packet was effected in 1 hour and 25 minutes after receipt, by the English Mait
in 20 minutes after receipt, by the American Mail in 35 minutes after receipt, and by the German Mail
in 1 hour and a quarter. :

During the year many improvemients were made to the Shanghai Office, and T am pleased to be
able to state that this Office is much more used than formerly by the public. In the past it was report-
ed they did not receive the courtesy and attention to which they were entitled and consequently went
elsewhere. - ‘ 4

Many Foreign Post Offices were established in China during the ‘year at places where none formerly
existed. At some places this Office had Agencies, but, unfortunately where we had not-any, no Offices

"or Agencies have been opened. It is necessary, I think, that Postal Agencies should be established at
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Chefoo, Tientsin and Peking, as the large and increasing number of British residents at these places

render it only a national right that, providing no appreciable loss be anticipated, they
the facility to post in their own offices.

The Honourable

TaE COLONIAL SECRETARY.

Sir,

I have the honour to be,

Your obedient Servant,

should be given

E. CornEwALL LEWIs,
Acting Postmaster General.

Table A.

APPROXIMATE STATISTICS FOR THE YEAR 1901.

International and Local Correspondence.

|
International. Local. Comparison with 1900,
| .
Description of Correspondence. ' e Total.
Des- - Des- . Total in | .
patched. Received. patehed. Received. 1900. Inecrease. [ Decrease.
Ordinary Paid Letters, cvecerrernenrnnan.., 1,906,350!1,952,160; 90,610 | 53,460 | 4,002,580 3,544,430 | 458,150
Unpaid or Short-paid Articles,............ 44,020, 91 ,310‘ 1,920 1,010 138,260 130,410 7,850
Letters on Postal Business, ...cccvevvue... 7,510 7,07()} 2,600 2,030 19,210 12,910 6,300
Post Cards,..o.coveveeine veeeieinirinnnenn one 107,220 86,550; 3,720 880 198,370 173,090 | 25,280
Newspapers, Books, Cireulars, Patterns, | .
QECuy vttt ittt v 716,560(1,555,970 72,540 7,620 | 2,352,690 | 2,311,580 41,110
Registered Articles, ......... Cresrecieiianns 185,770, 242,890, 9,360 6,340 444,360 409,820 | 34,540
Do., with Return Receipts, 990 6,73()[ 70 2,760 10,550 7,130 3,420
Insured Letters (Actual),.cocvvveniinnnns 153 107 260 117 143
Lotcal Delivery :—Letters, Circulars, &c., 278,720 211,870 | 66,850
Table B. N .
Mail Bags, &c., Reccived and Despatched during the Vesr 1901,
' Mails- 20" ! o | Mails for , . ’
Mails Trom Hongkong. Mails for | Foreien Mails sent in Number of
v H. M.s! Men—(%f- transit through Steamers
Ordinary. ’ Registered. Ships. J War Hongkong. bringing Mails.
p— — |
]
, Loose Parcel | Arri- De-
Bags. | Packets. I‘ette}' Bags. | Packets. Boxes,| Bags. . Bags Bags. |Packets. vals. | partures.
Boxes. | P
| | | sl
Received, ... 38,303 1,645 | 1,208 7,854 | 3,156 2,391 2,472 1 2,448 |
] i | 18,21 487 | 5,914 6,626
Despatched, | 25,873 1,545 | 1,050 | 9,239 . 2,332 [ 2,535 810 1,722
\ | i
Table C.
Sale of Stamps at Hongkong, 1900 and 1901.
1900. 1901.
JANUATY, +oiveiiirviiieniin e, $19,767.93 $21,677.56
February, .coveecveieiiiiiiiiiiiiiininininnnne, 13,762.84 16,080.79
Marchy.oovoniiiiiiiiiiiiiiiici e, 18,297.22 21,944.98
Aprily o e 16,495.48 19,623.88
May, o 17,741.82 21,031.83
JUNE, v veeiieee e e een s 17,722.32 16,818.91
JUly,eviiii 19,272.19 17,687.60
AULUSE, oviiiiiie i aeen 18,993.75 20,932.43
September, ...co.veveiiiiiiiiiiiiiininnn.. 17,940.29 17,529.89
OCHODEL, <evvvvveererrstnnrreeeeeeeeeeesesennn, 18,561.80 20,281.21
NOVOIMDET, evveeeererveereessenrereeenn, 20,024.19 93,611.28
December, ... veviereevinnininniiinneinnnn, 19,032.86 22,157.13
s - Total,......... Crerrereiens $217,612.24 $239,377.49
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Table D.
Sale of Stamps at the British Post Offices in China, 1900 and 1901.

- 1900. 1901.
Amoy, ..oienee e eesaiaeas e <. $11,077.29 $10,379.18
Canton,......... ceeenans et rereeriee e 13,474.42 14,966.17
Foochow, ......... e v ceeene 6,911.58 6,567.98
Hankow, 4,918.39 3,662.57
Hoihow, 1,094.54 : 1,217.97
Lin Kang Tau, .covviiiiiininn 1,941.26 2,371.81
Ningpo, «.cceveenee e, 287.09 302.36
Shanghai, ...... e e, 32,027.90 38,749.64
Swatow, . 5,778.69 5,887.60
Totalyeeeereeeseeens. $77,506.16 $84,105.28
S — ——
Table E.
Statistics of Puarcels for the Year 1901,
Despatched to Ordinary. | Insured. Received from Ordinary. | Insured.
j - e : ]
United Kingdowm,...... errerereranen <l 14,808 3,684 | United Kingdom, ........... PRPTON . 22,607 3,012
. Do, (via Brindisi),...... 304 192 Do, (via Brindisi), ... 281 231
: Do., (via Marseilles), ... Do., (via '\darsellles), 1,095 4
| India,.ccovernviniaens 1,683 582 | India, .ceveeviiriiniiiiiiiiiiiiiiiie, 1,161 196
Germany, ........ 310 5 | Germany, .ceeeviiiininieniieiieiiinenenns 992 105
France, oc.covvivennnnnnnnss France,... . ....... Crrtererei e 320 39
Anstralia, coovvviviiiieniiininiiiii. 580 Australia, .....oovviiiie ereaan - 508
Ceylon, eveerviriniiinersiinenin. 83 9 1 Ceylon,. tevveins 141
Multa and Glbraltar,. Crereresiiienians 29 Malta and Gibraltar, «........ 102
Egypt, Canada and Maurmus, ...... 262 : 2 | Egypt, Canada and Mfumtlus, 1,007
Other places (approximate), .......... 16,296 Other places (approximate), ......... bo11,340
B . i |
Total,evrerreees 34955 4,424 Total,iveeeerunenn.] 39,354 3,607
i - <
N [
Table F.
Revenue and Expenditure.
, . «‘
Recceipts. 1900. 1901. Increase. | Decrease. [ Expenditure. 1900, 1901. Increase. | Decrease.
i
$ $ $ $ $ $ $ $
Rale of Stamps, ............ 293,832.79 | 324,056.96 | 30,224.17 Transit Payment to the | . =5 5
’ ) United Kingdom, ... } 46,207.88 | 52,304.92 6,097.04
Unpaid Postage,............ 7,7567.42| £,059.88 302.46
: Trausit ayment to] 9 a4 g
Boxholders’ Fecs, ......... 4,263.63 4,710.39 446.76 e - other Countn(s ...... y 32,827.49| 3924249 6,415.00
Commission on Money : | Commission on Money p . .
- Orders, ..ooocveinioens } 10,134.67)  8,793.48 1,341.19 Orders, ...... coeeeee. % 1:299.46)  2,260.97 961.51:
Profit on Exchange on . Contribution towards} | . o ;
Money Order Trans- % 9,281.03| 10,038.45 757.42 P. & O. Subsidy, ... { 60,004.36 | 61,994.68| 1,990.32 .
actions, ... ...... Cevenne i
M o . Gratuities to Shipmas- l i
Interest-on Money Or- l o = a0 | ters for the convey- 6,926.191 6,570.45 355.74
* der Fund, aeee ceenes ) 436.66 253.58 16.92 | ance of Mails, ...... y ’ '
Void Money Ordersand } 97.13- 9713} Working Expenses, ......| 87,997.70]111,312.00| 23,314.30
" pPostal Notes, ......... -* : .
Balance, ......cccvvieenannne | 90,340.25| 82,227.23 8,113.02
Total,.....»..$ |325,603.33 |355,912.74( 31,747.78| 1,43832]  Total........§ 323,603.33|355,912.74| 38,778.17| 8,468.76
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Table H.
Statement of Imperial Postal Notes sold at Hongkong and the British Postal Agencies during the year 1901,
.
VALUES.
Prace. — S
s. d s, d. s. d. s d. s. d. T Value in Hong-
1705 | 1/6% | 5/1 10/1 | goj1 | Sterling Value. |y 0o Currency.
£ s, d. $ e
HODGKONE, +vveerree s veirreenseesnens 1,102 902 | 1,168 | 1,367 | 2,886 | 4,116 11- 9 42,809.56
Canton, ...cevevvnnieeerninneenenennne.. 85 65 69 103 144, 223 16 1 2,327.02
SWatow, ceveveverniniiiiiniiiineninan. 50 46 21 42 98 131 5 6 1,373.80
AIOY eeveeeeeeerireeeenesann: S 71 116 |~ 109 53 75 142 10 8 1,463.38
Foochow, .............. 51 89 1 52 73 95 152 16 41 1,591.55
Shanghai, ......ooiiiiiiiinin... 569 496 416 636 1,034 1,534 14 34 15,997.19
Hankow,...cocvevvivinniniiinininann, 79 33 43 70 70 124 17 2 1,303.43
Ningpo, coovviiiviiiiiniiiiiiieniiinnen, 8 16 10 17 15 | 27 17 1% 289.95
Liu Kung Tau, «oooivivnniniinnnnnnn, 112 68 90 208 208 438 13 7- 4,5691.27
Hoihow, coooiiiiiiiiiiiicnnnnnd ' 30 13 5 v 18 25 9 6% 265.50°
Total in 1901, ............ 2,157 | 1,834 | 1978 | 2776 | 4733 | 6918 12 1 72,012.68
Total in 1900,. ......... e e e e ebar e L6149 17 2z | ...
Increase, . ..ccovennnnnnen. e e rer oot e erereaean £ ‘ - 768 14 11 | L.
' ‘ »

Table I.

Statement of Local Postal Notes sold at Hongkong and the British Postal Agencies during the year 1901.

VALUES. ]
. | ' ‘ ! |
25 cts. f 51cts. | $1.02. | $2.04. | $3.06. | $408.  $3.10. | $10.20. | Amount.
} ! ) $ e
Hongkong, ....feeieeeerenenen, |18 23| 19 18 | 20 7 48 55 968.07
Canton, ..... P 31 33 21 29 27 27 43 28 808.15
SWALOW,eeeeerrreererereesseninnnn. 4 35 24 23 28 28 29 22 672.13
AMOY, . evvr e, - 33 37 19 25 23 32 - 23 50 926.07
Foochow, ......ceovuieiininn. .. | 9 27 17 33 35 47 82 99 1,827.63
Shanghal, cuveeereeeerivvennns.... .16 9 20 21 13 10 13 21 433.07
Hankow, «eeeevvereieveiirennnnns 8 26 12 18 10 13 14 19 413.14
Niogpo, eovenent, cerereriieieines 1 3 9 T 2 b 9 168.56
Liu Kung Tau, .c.cvveniinipunnn 11 25 11 i6 18 18 a6 78 1,269.19
HoihOW,eeereereieeeeeennnn, v 10 11 13 9 19 1i 20 36 612.05
| %
Total in 1901, ...... o1 1 226 1 159 | 201 200 195 | 833 | 417 8,093.06
Total in 1900, . ...evvnuivrevrieerererernenerscones feerrrrarere e et e e 6,401.50
Tncrease, ... .. e et et eee e h et rare e ta it reaaaerenes Ot $ 1,691.56



