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The

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL, No. 21.

FRIDAY, 2778 DECEMBER, 1901.

PrEsenT:

HIS EXCELLENCY THE

GOVERNOR

(Sir HeNnry ArtrUur Brake, G.C.M.G.).
His Excellency Major-General Sir WiLL1am JuLius Gascoreng, K.C.M.G., General Officer Commanding.
The Honourable the Colonial Secretary, (Jamrs Harpane Srewart Lockuarr, C.M.G.).

the Attorney General, (Wirriam Meicu Gooomay, K,C.).
the Acting Colonial Treasurer, (CuarLrs MclLvaine MEsser).
the Harbour Master, ( RoBerT Murray Rumsry, R.N).
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:: the Director of Public Works, ( WiLLiam CuaTaam).
" ArtHUR WINBOLT BREWIN.

- Ho Kai, M.B., C.M.

” Tromas HENDERSON WHITEHEAD.

o Wer Yuk. -

” JAMES JARDINE BELL-IRVING.

" Joa~y THURBURN.

Honourgble Catcuick Paur CuaTer, C

The Council met pursuant to summons.

ABSENT :

M.G.

The Minutes of the last Meeting, held on the 5th December, 1901, were read and confirined.
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Fivancian Misutes.—The Colonial Secretary. by command of His Excellency the Governor.
laid on the table the following Finamcial Minutes, (Nos. 71 to 74), and moved that t ey be referred
to the Finance Committee :— .

Henry A. BLAKE.

a8ae 0o The Governor recommends the Council to vote a sum of Three hundred and thirty-nine
Dollars ($339) in aid of the vote of $15200 for * Coals, Repairs, &c., to Steam-launches”,
Harbour Master’s Department.

Government House, Hongkong, 6th December, 1901.
Hexry A. BLAKE.

sesl S0 The Governor recommends the Council to vote a sum of One thousand two hundred and
fifty-two Dollars and Fifty Cents ($1,252.50) to cover the cost of :— '

13 pairs of wheels and axles complete at $22.50 per pair, .e.ueeerreunereeanne. $292.50

24 pairs of cushion tyres at $40 per pair, «...cecvrenerririneiiiiiniiiin i, 960.00

Total,eeueeniennnnn verie «.$1,252.50

for the use of the Sanitary and Police Departments.
Government House, Hongkong, 9th December, 1901.
Hexry A. BLAKE. '

3094 ot 2001, The Governor recommends the Council to vote a sum of Nineteen thousand and two
hundred Dollars ($19,200) in aid of the following -votes :—

Pusric Works, ANNUALLY RECURRENT EXPENDITURE.

1. Maintenance of Buildings, vuveeeeiiiiiiiniiivineeie e seeeeeinenens $ 2,700.00
2. -, of Macadamized Roads in Victoria, cvveerirevveveneennineenns 10,000.0¢
3. b of Praya' Wall and Piers, .vvcevvunesiivvireenninie ceenaiaes - 500.00
4, . of Waterworks, City and Hill District, ......coecuveunns veree 2,000.00
5. Drainage Works, Miscellaneous,..... vooeeveuvreniiiniiiinnnninnnn, crennenens 4,000.00

Total,eeenvennnnannn., -:$19,200.00

Government House, Hongkong, 13th December, 1901.

Henry A. BLAKE.

o, e The Governor recommengs the Council to vote a sumn of Thirty thousand seven hundred

Dec, o0 and twenty-eight Dollurs and Twenty-seven Cents ($30,728.27) to meet the cost of increases
of salaries of the Subordinates in the Civil Service during the carrent year.

Government House, Hongkong, 24th December, 1901.

The Acting Colonial Treasurer seconded.

Question—put and acrecd to.

Rerort or tHE Frvaxce Commirier.—The Colonial Secretary, by command of His Excellency
the Governor, laid on the table the Report of the Finance Committee dated - the 5th December, 1901,
(No. 15), and moved its adoption. v

The Acting Colonial Treasurer seconded.

Question—put and agreed to.

Parer.—The Colonial Secretary, by command of His Excellency the Governor, laid on the table
the following paper :— '
Correspondence regarding Kowloon Waterworks Gravitation Scheme,
and informed the Council that a telegrain had been received from the Secretary of State to the effect
that the Scheme had been referred to Mr. Crapwick for report.

Morion.—Summoning oF CuiNese OrpiNancE.—The Attorney General addressed the Council,
and moved :—

Whereas by section & of The Summoning of Chinese Ordinance, 1899 (No. 40 of 1899),
it was enacted that the said Ordinance should only continue in operation for the period of two
years from the coming into operation of the said Ordinance and for such JSurther. period or
periods as might from time to time be determined by Resolution of the Legislative Council :

1t is hereby resolved by this Cvuncil that The Summoning of Chinese Ordinance, 1899, shall
be continued in operation for the further period of three months from the 30th day of December,
1901 (inclusive).

Mr. BrewIx seconded.
Question—put and agreed to.



THE HONGKONG GOVERNMENT GAZKTTE, lsr MARCH, 1902. 199

- Sararies of Civin Skrvanis.—His Excellency the Goviryor addressed the Council as follows :~
Y

“ Before we proceed to the orders of the day, gentlemen, there is a matter I wish
to say a word or two about—namely, a telegram [ have received from the Secretary of,
State for the Colonies. In October last the estimates of expenditure went home and at
thut tine we were aware that in the Straits Settlements and the Federated Malay States
an increase had been granted in the salaries and emoluments “of the Ofiiciuls. However
there was no provision made for any increase here further than that recommended at the
time by the Committee. A short time afterwards [ received from the Secretary of State
a copy of the despatch that had been sent to the Straits Settlements in answer to the
representations made by the Straits Settlements and Malay States. The Secretary of State
had determined that in future all appointments the emoluments of which were over $1,200
a year shall be paid in sterling, as also the salaries of the Furopean Police, Prison Warders
and other subordinate positions occupicd by Europeans_appointed from home, but as regards
the present holders of these there were certain exceptional advantages at present, such as the
advantage of officials receiving when they are on leave their half-pay at 3/8 a dollar, and
pension at the same rate. [The CoLonian SrcrETARY—4/- on leave and 3/8 on pension. ]
Yes. Well, the Secretary of State felt that he could hardly interfere with these advantages
enjoyed by the present holders. So, as far as the present holders of these were con-
cerned, they received the option whether they would have their salaries in future paid in
sterling at what the practical valuation of the sterling was, taking into consideration the
possible advantage to pemsion pay, but that they would have the alternative of an increase
not on the pay but that while actually serving in the Colony the compensation allowance
for exchange should be given on' the whole instead of the half salary. That increase was
not to be calculated in either their leave or their pension, but was to be a purely local increase
while they continued to serve in the Colony, during the lifetime of the present holders.
Well, when that came before me, in that despatch the Secretary of State informed me that
he did not at present propose to increase the salaries of the officials in Hongkong until he
was satisfied as to the financial position of Hongkonyg. When I received that despatch 1
saw at once the position in which this Colony would be placed if the officials in the Straits
were to be paid better than the corresponding positions were worth in Hongkong. Both
Colonies are recruited, and will be recruited in the future, by Cadets who go through the
same examinations, and in accordance with their positions on the list these Cadets have the
option of choosing where they go. Naturally, if we are the worst paid Colony in the
East, we must expect to get simply the remainder. The most successful will naturally
choose the best paid position. 1 wrote in answer to that and I pointed out this to the
Secretary of State and also that we find it extremely difficult to get recruits for our Police,
Water Police, and Warders, or any position for which we want Europeans in this Colony. 1
pointed out further the position in which this would place Hongkong. Furthermore, I
went into the question of the financial position of the Colony, and—1I am speaking entirely
to the unofficial members of this Council—I think it is unnecessary for me to say anything
upon that matter. Anybedy who has seen the list of public compunies, shares, and other
matters which are within the cognisance of anybody who chooses to take the trouble to
inquire, must see that the operations in this Colony are very much larger than in Singapore ;
and I think as far as I, after nearly three years’ experience, can gather, the financial position
of this Colony is as sound as that of any in phe.British Empire. 1 pointed out that, and in
answer to that I received this telegram from the Secretary of State on the 12th :—¢ Referring
to Despatch 443, I agree to proposed grant to Government officials additional exchange
compensation, to begin the first of next month, on condition laid down in the case of the
Straits, and subject to consent by the Legislative Council, who must be warned that more
revenue may be required.” He pointed out in Lis despatch that possibly very large votes
would have to be taken as a consequence of a possible revisitation of the plague, also possi-
bly as the result of the visits from the two experts coming out, and that it was right to put
this before you. But that being so, I place the matter before you. Every official member
except myself is interested in this and it is, I need hardly say, a matter upon which they
can geither speak nor vote. The following are the number of people who would be affected.
There would be on the whole a total of 811 public officials affeccted by this—135 in the
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Police, 26 in the Gaol, 17 in the Harbour Master’s office, 27 under the Samtarv Board, 32 in
the Public Works Department 9 in the Colonial Secretary’s Office, 10 in Queen s olle"e
24 in the Medical Department, etc.—and the amount that will be necessary to pay that
increased exchange compensation during their service in the Colony would be about
$120,000 a year, as far as I can see. Ihese are the facts —the only facts—1I have and am
able to place before you. My own view is that it would be very injurious to this Colony,
if it were placed upon a basis of inferiority to the Straits Settlements and the Malay States,
and further I may tell you that we have the greatest difficulty at the present moment with
our present salarics in procuring men for the Gaol, the Police, the Water Police and those
small appointments for which Kuropeans are required. 1'he’Colonial Secretary has plated
in my hands a letter from the senior unofficial member, Mr. Chater. He states that he is
sorry at being unable to be present and adds :—‘I am very strongly of opinion that our
Civil Service here should 1ot be placed in a worse position than in Singapore, and I feel
sure that the community would be of the same opinion.” - That is all I have to say upon
the subject, and I place it before you.”

Honourable Dr. Ho Kar—*1 understand, Sir, the unofficial members are chiefly con-
cerned in this matter and that the official members will neither dicuss nor vote.”

His Excellency the GoverNor.—* No, they will not.”

Dr. Ho Kar then addressed the Council, and moved the following resolution :—

*That the decision of the Right Honourable the Secretary of State for the bo'onles
regarding the further grant of exchange compensation to Civil servants of this Colony, subject
to the approval of the Leg1slat1ve Councxl be approved by this Council.”

Mr. Berr-IrviNGg seconded.

Mr. Wer Y uk supported the resolution.

Mr. WHITEEEAD expressed his sympathies with the Civil servants, but asked for a postponement
of the motion until the next meeting of Council.

His Excellency the Governor replied.

Mr. THURBURN supported the resolution.

His Excellency the Governor addressed the Council.

Mr. WartenHEAD withdrew his motion.

The resolution was put to the Council, and carried unanimously by the Unoﬂicml '\Jembers
The Official Members did not vote.

Birtas aAND Dreatus RFGISI‘RATIOI\ AMENBMENT DBiIrL. -——Thlb item was discharged from the
Orders of the Day. .

CHINESE EMIGRATION AMENDMENI‘ Birr.—The Bill entitled An Ordlnance to further amend the
Chinese Emigration Consolidation Ordinance, 1889, was recommitted.

Council resumed, and Bill reported with amendments.

The Attorney General moved the third reading of the Bill

The Colonial Secretary seconded.

Question—put and agreed to. -

Bill read a third time. v

Question put—that this Bill do pass.

Bill passed.

ApJoURNMENT.-—The Council then adjourned sine die.
W. J. GASCOIGNE,

. Officer Administering the Government.

Read and confirmed, this 27th day of February, 1902.

R. F. Jonnsroxy, o
Acting Clerk of Councils.

GOVERNMENT NOTIFICATION.—No. 107.

The following Bills, which were rcad a first time at a Meeting of the Legislative Council held
yesterday, are published.

R. F. Jonnsrow,
Acting Clerk of Councils..

Council Chauiber, Hongkong, 28th February, 1902.



