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GOVERNMENT NOTIFICATION.—No.

Objects und Reasons.

This Bill is framed to a considerable extent upon the
lines of the Squatters’ Ordinance, 1890, (Ordinance 27 of
1890), which has been found to work satisfactorily.

The chief aim of this Bill is to provide owners and
occitpiers of land in the New Territories with a tribunal to
which they can appeal, without incurring the expense of
resorting to the Supreme Court, and to arrange amicably
questions of disputed title and land and rent disputes gene-
rally,

It is proposed by this Bill to substitute a certificate
of title for a Crown lease, because it has been ascertained
that the ordinary holding of land in the New Territories is
a tenancy in perpetnity, and this Government could not,
nnder the terms of the Convention with China, grant a lease
for more than 99 years from the date of the Convention.

Clause 15 of the Bill contains special provisions for the
commutation of rent in produce into a payment of rent
in money, calculated upon the-fair price of such produce.
Provision for such commutation appears to be uecessary
in order to avoid friction between landlord and tenant and
to induce the tenant to cultivate the land to the best ad-
vautage.

Clause 1€ of the Bill provides for the redemption of rent
in produce, when such rent is pavable in perpetuity, by the
payment of a capital sum of moncy.

Clanse 17 provides that, in any agreement made on and
after the 31st day of January, 1900, (which is the first day
of the next Chinese year), no rent in prodnee shall be
reserved.

The object of clause 18 is to settle disputes in cases (inter
alia) where a man, who is adjndged to have no proper
title, has been occeupying and improving land and where he
appexrs to be equitably eutitled to continue to ocenpy such
land upon his paying such a rent as is fair and reasonable,
having regard to such improvements.

Hzney E. Porrock,
Aeting Attorney Generval.

The following Order-in-Council is published.

Colonial Seeretary’s Office, Hongkong, 24th Novemb:r, 1899,

By Command,

6o0.

N J. H. Stewart LocKHART,

ORDER

Colonial Secretary.

Made by the Governor-irc-Council under section 8 of ‘‘ The Post Office

Ordinance, 1887,” on the 23rd day of November, 1899.

It is hereby ordered by the Governor-in-Council that any correspondence, which is sent to the
Colony from any place outside the Colony for the purpose of being posted in the Colony, shall be
charged, upon being posted at the General Post Office of the Colony with the same rates of postage
as if such corre<p011dence had been posted at any office other than in the Colony.

Couxcin CHAMBER,
HoxexoNG.

R. F. Jounsron,
Acting Clerk of Councils.

GOVERNMENT NOTIF QAI‘[U\' -——No. 631.

His Excellency the Governor has given his assent, in the name and on behalf of the Querx, to
the following Ordinance passed by the Legislative Council :—

Ordinance No. 35 of 1

Cecloniat

899.—An Ordinance to apply a sum not exceeding Two million Six

hundred and Kighty-one thousand Six hundred and Fifty-
one Dollars to the Public Snrvlcn of the Year 1900.

By Command,

J. H.

Secretary’s Office. Honukone, 24th November, 1899,

STEWART Lockmant,

C’olmlznl Secretary.
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No. 35 or 1899,

An Ordinance to apply a sum vot exceeding
Two million Six huandred and Eighty-one
thousand Six hundred and Fifty-one Dollars
to the Puablic Service of the Year 1900.

@ Hexry A. Brake,
\\_/ Governor.

[24th November, 1899. ]

WiEereas the expendituwe required for the service of
this Colony for the year 1900 has, apart from the contri-
bution to the Imperial Government in aid of Military
Expeuditure, been estimated nt the snm of Two million
Six bundred and Eighty-one thousand Six huuired and
Fifty-one Dollars: Be it cnacted by the Governor of
Hongkong, with the advice and eonsent of the Legislative
Conneil thereof, as follows :—

1. A sum not exceeding Two million ‘Six hundred and
Eiglhty-one thousand Six hundred and Fifty-one Dollars
shall be and the same is hereby charged npon the Reveunue
aud other funds of the Colony for the service of the year
1900, and the said sum so charged may be expended as
hereinafter specified, that is to say :—

EXPENDITURE. $
Charge on account of Publie Debt, - - 160,808.00
Pensions, - - - - - - - 170,000.00
(Giovernor and Legislature, - - - - 42,303.00
Colonial Secretary’s Department,- - - 40,563.00
Audit Department, - - - - 10,000.00
Treasury, - - - - - - - 26;564.00
Public Works Department, -« - - - 91,402.00
Post Office, - - - j - - - 259,124.00
Registrar General’s Dopartment, - - - 13,471.00
Harbonr Master’s Department, - - - 76,248.00
Lighthouses, - - - - - - 13,670.00
Observatory, - - - - - - 13,676.00"
Botanical and A fforestation Department, - 18,914.40
Legal Departments, - - - - - 71,182.00
Ecclesinstical, - - - - - - - 2,200.00
Edueation, - - - - - - 74,807.00
Medieal Departments,- - - - - 114,137.00
Magistracy, - - - - - - 14,400.00
Police, - - - - - - - 495,876.60
Sanitary Department, - - - - - 124,746.00
Charitable Allowances, - - - - 5,260.00
Transport, - - - - - - - 3,000.00
Miscellancous Services, - - - - 201,999.00
Contribution towards “ Barrack Services,” - 45,000.00
Colonial Defences,—Expenses of the Volunteers, 30,700,00
Contribution towards Defence Works, - - 20,000.00
Public Works, Recurrent, - - - - 207,200.00

Carried forward, %2,850,551.00
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Broeught forward, $2,350,551.00
.7 b b ?

Publiec Works, Extraordinary, viz. :—

( Chargeable to General Revenue.)

New Law Courts, -

- - $20,000

Pablic Works Department Store, 3,000
No. 7 Police Station, and Branch

at Kenunedytown, - - - 12,000
Disinfector Station and Quarters, 7,000
Public Latrines, - - - 3,000
Eleetrie. Lighting, Government

IHouse, - - - - 3,000
Forming and Kerbing Streets, - 10,000
Exteusions of Gas Lighting, - 1,500
Improvement of Gas Lightiug, 2,000
Governor’s Peak Residence, - 15,000

Layiug ont Farm Lot No. 1, &e.,

Yaumati, - - - - 6,000
Ntores Account, - - - 100
Pokfulam Conduit Road, - - 5,000
Praya Reclamation, - - - 10,000
Praya Reclamation, — Govern-

ment Piers, - - - 10,000
Guol Extension, - - - 12,000
Sewecrage of Vietoria, - - 3,000

Drainage Works, Miscellaneous, 10,000

Quarters for Gaol Staff, - - 41,500
Swine Depdt, Kennedytown, - 3,000
Police Station, Sai-kung, - 5,000
Do., Sha-tin, - - 3,000
Do., Tsun Wan, - 5,000
Do., Starling Iulet, - 5,000
Faipo Road, - - - - 30,000
Pier in Decp Wauter Taipo, - 5,000
Survey of New Tel"ritory, - 20,000
3 258,100.00
N

( Chargeable to Water Account.)

Taitam Waterworks Extension, 15,000 .
City of Victoria and Hill District
Waterworks, - - - 27,000
" Water Supply, Kowloon, - - 20,000 -
Water Account, (Meters, &e.), - 3,000
Waterworks, Miscelluneous, - 6,000

73,000.00

Total, - $2,681,651.00

Passed the Legislative Council of Hongkong, this 231d

day of November, 1899,

R. F. Jonxsroy,
Aeting Clerk of Councils,

Assented to by His Excellency the Governor, the 24th

day of November, 1899,

J. 1L Srewant Lockuawr,
Colonial Secretary.



