THE HONGKONG GOVERNMENT GAZETTE, 25ru NOVEMBER, 1899. 1819

The Direcror or PrsLic Works,—The reply to the.second question is as follows :—The area it
is proposed to retain round *“ Mountain Lodge” is about 14 acres, most if not all of which was probably
considered the policy of the former building. Fully 12 acres is within the Pokfulam drainage area
and therefore unsaleable. Tle remainder is steep and rocky and may be valued at $5,000.

CommiTTEE ON THE BILL ®NTITLED "AN ORDINANCE TO MAKE FURTHER PROVISION FOR THE
SANITATION OF THE COLOXY AND TO REPEAL CERTAIN ENACTMENTS OF THE CLOSED HOUSES AND INSANI-

TARY DWELLINGS ORDINANCE, 1894,
Amendments were proposed and adopted in clauses 7 and 8.
Council resumed and Bill reported with amendments.

BiLL ENTITLED AN ORDINANCE TO APPLY A SUM NOT EXCEEDING TWo MILLION SIX HUNDRED AND
E1GHTY-ONE THOUSAND Six HUNDRED AND Firry-oNg DoLLaRrs T0 THE PUBLIC SERVICE OF THE Year
1900.— The Colonial Secretary moved that this Ordér-of the Day be disclharged.

The Colonial Treasurer seconded. ,

Question—put and agreed to.

Ap3OoURNMENT.~—The Council then adjourned until Thursday, tle 23rd November, 1899, at 8 p.m.
HeNry A. BrLakk,
Governor,
Read und confirmed, this 23rd day of November, 1899.

R. F. Jounswox,
Aeting Clerk of Councils.

GOVERNMENT NOTIFICATION.-- No. 648,

The following Return showing the Expenditure of the 1893 Loan, which was laid before the
Legislative Council on the 23rd instant, is published. -
By Command,-

J. H. Stewarr Locknart,
Colonial Secretary.

Colonial Secretary’s Office, Hongkong, 24th November, 1899.

LOAN WORKS.
From 1892 to 30th Septembetr, 1899.

! : ¥ e,

Praya Reclamation, . cccecievniiviviniiieiviininncvinnnnen, e e .00 876,184.40
Do., Reconstryuction of PIers, cvueiviuevovenenee vereerenenernsnnenennnnnn, ceeeninan . 80,000.00
Central Market,...covveeevinrinnncnnnnnnes N ceeriienans '...‘.4.'.'.......222,729.59
Slaughter-Houses, Pig and Sheep DeE(‘)ts, Cetietaseeeeneennnnenas Cerereiiiea. 96,215.04
Cattle Depbts, . ..... Ceeerenreerenienns Ceerererranereeniennns e eeeteeet i neee i e areaarrenneen e, 15,049.61
Water and Drainage Works, ........ PN e reveretiitneneaes ....752,897.92
Gaol Extension,....coo.viiveeieiniiiieennnnennnn. e terereare e Cetetasesererareennes vereveenenne......159,361.65
Total,............ e ceeennee$1,702,388.91

Balance on 30th September = $89,363.73. .
- A. M. THOMSON,

Preasurer.

Treasury, 14th November, 1899.

GOVERNMENT NOTIFICATION. —No. 649.
The following Bills, which were read a first time at a Meeting of the Legislative Council held

this day, are published.
R. F. Jouxsroy,
Acting Clerk of Couneils.

Council Chamber, Hongkong, 23rd November, 1899.
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A BDILL

ENTITLED
An Ordinance to amend and consolidate the law
relating to the carriage and possession of arms
and ammunition, : '
B it enacted by the Governor of Hongkonyg, with the
advice and counsent of the Legzislative Council thereof,
as follows :—

Sheott title. 1. This Ordinance may he cited for all purposes as The
Arms aud Ammuuition Ordinance, 1899, !

ilepeals . Ordinances Nos. 8 of 1895 and 14 of 1897 ave hereby
repealed. .

interpreta- 3. Iu this Ordinance, unless inconsistent with the con-

ifon, text or subject matter, I ‘

(3 of 1895, The expression “arms ™ shall inelude any cannon, gun,

) revolver, pistol, and auy deseription of fire-arms, and

any sword, cutlasg, spear, pike, Layonet, dagger,
fighting iron or other deadly weapou, also any part
of any arms so defined : ,

The expression “vessel” shall include any ship or
hoat or any other deseription of vessel used in vavi-
gation,

Arms or ammunition on the body of or in the custody or
under the control of any person shall be deemed to be in
his *¢ possession.”

1.icenee to 4. The Captain Superintendent of Police may from time

Carry or to time in his discretion grunt to any person a licence either

POSSCSS AMNS ¢4 cgrry arms and ammunition, or arms only, or ammuni-

and ammuni- . y ] . . .

tion. tion ouly, or to have arms and ammunition, or armns ouly,

(Ihid. . 4.) or ammunition ouly in bis possession, or to do both, subject
to such conditions as the Captain’ Superintendent of Police
may deem fit. Unless in any particular case the Captain
Superintendent of Police shall otherwise direet, such licence
shall be issned for & limited period only, shall be made out
in the name of the grantee, shall bear a number and the
dates of issue and expiry, and shall not be transferable.

No pewsun to 8. No person, who has not a licence from the Captain
carry arms or Superintendent of Police for the purpose, shall either carry
AMmnition gny arms or ammunition or have any arms or ammunition
without & .Y I . N 4 . .
licence, in his possession iu this Colony : Provided that this pro-
(#hid.s.5  hibition shall net extend to any person in the Naval or
modified.)  Military ov Civil Services of thc Crown, or to any officer
or voluuteer as defined by Ordingnce No. 6 of 1893 or by
any Ordinance amending or substituted for the same, or to
Justices of the Peace, or to Special Jurors, or to such per-
sous as are exempted by law from serving on ‘a jury on
aecount of their avocatiou or profession, or to any person in
the Police Foree of the Colony, or to District Watchmen,
or to any weapons of ceremony worn as part of his regular
: uniform by any Naval or Military or Civil Officer of any,
foreign nation: Provided also that this prohibition shall
not apply so as to prevent the owner or master of apny
vessel from having on board such arms and ammunition as
are reasonably nccessary for the protection of such vessel,
and provided that in the case of overy junk or other Chinese
vessel such arms and ammunition shall be deseribed and
enumerated in the licence or elearance issued by the Har-
bour Master: Provided also that this prohibition shall not
apply to arms or ammunition which are consigned to a
port other than Hongkong and are in ¢rawsitu and on board
of any vessel as bond .fide cargo and have been entered
upon the manifest of such vessel, or to arms or ammunition
so consigned in course of transhipment -in unbroken pack-
ages from one vessel to another, if notice of siich tranship-
ment has been sent to the Captain Superintendent of Police,
or to ammunition which is being exported from the Colony
direct from the Government Depdt on Stonecntters’ Island
under a delivery ord.e issued by the Harbour Master.

Licence tobe 6. No arms or ammunition shall be sold to any person
presented for (ot exempted by the provisos in section 5 from the neces-
avms OF 3 ity of takiug out a licence)—

munition

“old for use (a.) for use within the Colony unless the purchaser
:‘jlﬁhmrﬂ"—‘ presents at or before the time of purchase a valid
],;';1;)’(')’;“; licence either to carry or to have in his possession
permit to be such arms or ammunition, or

obtained for (b.) for export.from the Colony unless the vendor has

arms, ctc.

sold For obtained from the Captain Superintendent of Police

an export permit which may be in the form given in

NOVEMBER.. 1899.
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the schedule hereto annexel marked B, and shall be
made out in Chinese as well as in English: Pro-
vided, nevertbeless, that no export permit shall be
required in respect of any ammunition which is being
exported from the Colony direct from the Govern-
ment Depdt on Stonecutter’s Island under a delivery
order issued by the Harbour Master.

Such export permit or such delivery order when granted
shall be deemed equivalent to the licence of the Captain
Superintendent of Police to carry or possess arms or am-
munition, but in the ease of an export permit it shall only
operate as suéh a licence up to the time named in such
peruiit for the retnrn of such permit.

An application for such permit shall be in the form
given in the schedule hereto annexed marked A, and shall
be made out in Chinese as wellas in English in cases where
the applicant is a Chinaman;> and shall be signed by the
vendor of the said arms or ammuuition and filed by him
with thé Captain Superintendent of Police. No fee shall
be payable in respect of filing such application or granting
such permit.

7. Every person, who obtains an export permit for any
arms or ammunition under this Ordinance, shall obtain the
receipt of the master or mate of the vessel named in such
perniit for the whole of the arms and ammunition specified
in such permit, and shall return such receipt, together with
the export permit, to the persou and at the time and place
named in such permit. '

8. No person shall move, or cause or allow to e moved
any arms or ammunition, within the Colony or the waters
thereof, except for the purpose of export under an export
permit, without having first obtained a removal permit, in
the form of Schedule C hereto, from the Captain Superin-
tendent of Policc. ’

9. Subject to the provisos contained in section 5 of this

Ordinance, if any arms or anmmmunition are found on board
of any steam-launch, or on board of any junk, lorcha, or
other Chinese vessel and the person in charge, or appearing
or acting as the master or as in charge of such launch, junk,
lorchia, or vessel does not produce a valid authority under
this Ordinance orany Ordinance hereby repealed authorizing
him or some other person or persons-on board of such
launeh, junk, lorcha, or vessel to earry orhave in his posses-
sion such arms or ammunition, such person -and ull other
persous on board of such launch, juunk, lorcha, or vessel
shall be deemed to have possession of such *arms or ammu-
nition in contravention of this Ordinance, and shall be
liable to the punishment preseribed by scction 28 of this
Ordinance. -

10. Any person carrying-or having in his possession or
reasonably snspeeted of earrying or having in his possession
any arms or ammunition in contravention of this Ordinance
may be arrested without a warrant by any Dolice Officer
or Constable, and shall be conveyed as soon as may be
before a Magistrate to be dealt with according to law.

L

11. Every importer of, dealer in, or vendor of arms or
ammaunition shall take out a licence annunally from the
Captain Superintendent of Police and shall register his
name and place of business for the time being and any
godown, warehouse, or other place in which he stores or
intends to store arms or ammuuition, at the .Office of the
Captain Superintendent of Police. Any importer of, dealer
in, or vendor of arms or minmunition not taking out such
licence as aforesaid or not registering as aforesaid shall be
liable, on summary conviction, to a fine not exceeding two
thousand dollars or to imprisonment for a period not exceed-
ing six months, with or without hard labour. .

From and after the commencement of this Ordinance the
fee payable for any such licence as aforesaid shall (except

in the case of persons carrying on a retail business only as.

gunsmiths in fire arms aud ammunition for sporting purposes
only, who shall pay a fee of £10 per annum, payable ‘in
advance) be $1,200 per annum, payable in advance, but no
person, who at the date of the commencement of this Ordi-
nance possesses a valid and unexpired licence for importing
or dealing in arms, need take out a new licence under this
Ordinance until the expiration of his current licence.

export.
(Zbid.s. 6
modified.)

Exporter of
arms or am-
munition to
obtain mate’s
receipt.
(Nen)

No arms or
ammunition
to be moved
without
permit.

(New.)

Penaity for
arms, ete,
found on
vessel with-
out licence.
(8 of 1895,
8. 7
modified.)

Police may
arrest with-

out warrant

any person
either carry-
ing arms,
etc, or having
them in his
possession.
(Lbid.s. 9.y

Importers,
etc. to take
out licence
and register.
(1bid. s. 10
modified.)

Fee payable.

N
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Power to It shall, however, be lawful for the Captain Superinten--
refuse, and  dent of Police, for any cause which he may think- fit, to refuse:
;fgégil(: to grant a licence to import or deal in or sell arms and wm-

munition or arms only or ammunition ouly to any appli-
cant for a licence, and it shall also be lawful for the Captain
Superintendent of Police to cancel any arms or ammunition
licence for any cause which he may think fit, aud, after any
such eancellation, it shail not be lawful, nuless such caneella-
tion is reversed, for the person named in such licence to import
or deai in or sell arms or ammuuition: Provided, never-
theless, that an appeal shall lie, in respect of any snch refusal
or cancellation by the Captain Superintendent of Police, to-
the Governor-in-Council who shall have power to eonfirm
or reverse such refusal or cancellation: Provided also that,
in the eveut of such cancellation, the holder of the cancelled
licence may receive back from the Government, if the
Governor-in-Council thinks fit, a proportionate part of the
licence fee in respect of the unexpired portion of the term
of such licence.

Importer,ke. 12, No arms or ammunition shall be kept or stored by

not to store importers of or dealers in or vendors of arms or ammuni-

igg&‘t’z&; tion in any place or places other than in the place or places

places. registered by him for that purpose.

( New.)

Importers of  13. Every importer of or dealer in or vendor of arms or

or dealers in gmmunition shall keep a book, to be called the Stock-book,

Pty ete. 10 iy which the particulars of all the stocks of arms and ammuni-

urnish . . . .

quarterly  tion in his possession shall be entered and shall on or before

returms. the sixth duy of February, May, Angust, and November in

(2bid.s. 11.) each year furnish to the Captain Superintendent of Police
a trie return showine exactly the quantity and deseription
of arms and ammuniti>n remaining in his possession at the”
close of the last day of the preceding wonth.

Register to 14. Every importer of, dealer in, or vendor of arms or
be kept by ammuuition shall keep a book of sales in which he shall
importer, &€, kegp an account of all arms or ammunition sold or other-
of arms or . . . .
ammunition, W1s€ disposed of by him, together with a record of the
(Ibid.s. 15 name, ocenpation, and address given by every purchaser of
modified.)  arms or ammunition, the partieulars of the arms or ammu-
nition sold, the date of the sale, and the number and date
of the licence presented in eases when such arms or ammu-
nition are sold for use within the Colony, or, when such
arms or ammunition are sold for export from the Colony,
the date of the export permit granted by the Captain Super-
intendent of Police and the name of the vessel by which
such purchaser states that he intepds to export such arms
cr ammunition, and the port of destination of such arms or
ammunition which is specified by such purchaser.

Tmporter, ke. 15, Every importer of, dealer in, or vendor of arms or
of arms or  ammunition shall he bound, whensoever thevennto reqnired
ammunition ),y the Captain Superintendent of Police or any Inspector
to produce . : ; . N
resister o Of Dolice, or by any other member of the Police Force
Police it bearing a written order in that behalf from the said Captain
requested.  Superintendent, to produce the stock book and the hook’of’
(New.) sales which he'is required to keep under sections 13 and 14
of this Ordinance, for the inspection of the party so reqiir-
ing him for the purpoic of comparing and balancing the

same or for any other purpose.

Powerof °~  16. Whenever it shall appear to a Magistrate, upon the
Magistrate t0 oath of any porson, that there is reasonable cause to suspeet
‘\:?:f::f:‘;lh that any person has either furnishel a false or incorrect
certain cases, return of arms or ammunition or has failed or refusel to
and punish- make a returu, or has either not kept the books which
ment for  he is required to keep under soctions 13 and 14 of this
2;’%:3‘;’;8‘ Ordinance or else has kept such books in a false or incorrect
’ manner, the Magistrate may, if he thinks fit, issue a warrant
to arrest such person and to search any building, vessel (not
being a ship of war or ship having the status of a ship of
war), or place where the arms or annmunition’ are alleged 1o
be kept or stored, and any Police Officer to whom the said
warrant is directed may, with or withont assistants, and
using force (if neccssary), enter any building, vessel, or
place in the said warrant mentioned and may search for and
make an inventory of all arms and ammuunition fonnd therein,
and may arrest the person named in such warrant and also
any other person whoappears to have commitre{ an offenee
against this Ordinance and may cause such person or per-
sons and sueh arms and ammunition to be conveyel beforea
Magistrate.
Any person convicted of failing or refusing to make a
returit of arms or ammunition shall be liable to the punish-

KONG GOVERNMENT GAZETTE, 25ra NOVEMBER; 1899;
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ment prescribed by section 28 of this Ordinance, and any
arms or ammunition found npou his premises may, if the
Magistrate thinks fit, be forfeited to the Crown, aud any
person convieted of furnishing a false or incorreet return
of arms or ammunition and of either not keeping the said
books or else of keeping the said books in a false or incor-
rect manner, shall be. linble to the same punishment and to
the same forfeiture of arms and ammanition, and shall also,
in addition thereto, be liable to a fine not exceeding ten
dollars in respect of every arm which was at the date
referred to in such return or books in excess of or below
the quantity speeified in such return or books.

17. Any purchaser of arms or ammunition furnishing any
false information to any importer of, dealer in, or vendor of
arms or ammunition concerning any particulars which such
importer, dealer or veudor is required to record under sec-
tion 14 of this Ordinance shall, npon summary conviction
before a Magistrate, be liable to the penalties specified in

“section 28 of this Ordinance.

18. No arms or ammunition shall e imported into the

Colony except at the port of Victoria.

i

19, All arms and ammunition (except such as are carried
by a perSon who has either taken out a licence under section
4 of this.Ordinance or is exempted from taking out such a
licence, and except ammunition which is being exported
from the Colony direct from the Government Depdt on
Stone-cutters’ Island under a delivery order issned by the
Harbour Master) shall, when being carried or conveyed
within the Colony or the waters thereof, be enclosed iu secure
wooden boxes aud shall be distinetly labelled with the
words “arms” or “ammuuition,” as the case may be, in the
English and Chinese linguages. In the cvent of any arms
or ammunition being so enrried or conveyéed without being
so enclosed or without being so Libelled as aforesaid, then
any person so carrying or conveying such arms or ammu-
nition and also any person causing such arms or ammunition
to be so carried or conveyed shall, upon summary convie.
tion before a Magistrate, be liable to the penalties specified
in section 28 of this Ordinance.

20. It shall be lawful for any member of the Police
Force to open and scarch any box or package containing
or suspeeted to contain arms or ammunition.

21. Whenever it shall appear to a Magistrate, upon the
oath of any person, that there is reasonable cause to suspect
that any arms or ammunition are in any building, vessel
(not being a ship of war or ship having the status of a ship
of war), or place without a proper licence or permit having
been obtained for them under this Ordinance, such Magis-
trate may, by warraut directed to any member of the Police
Force, empower such member with such assistants as may
be necessary, by day or by night—

< (1) To enter (and, if necessary, to break into) such
building, vessel, or place, and to search for and

. take possession of any arms and ammunition
found there and to carry the same before a
Magistrate, and '

(2) To arrest any person or persons who appear to
have such arms or ammunition in his or their
possession, custody, or control, >

22. (1) Whenever any vessel (not being a ship of war or
ship having the status of a ship of war) whether under
way or not is about to leave the waters of the Colony it
shall be lawful for the Master or Officer in charge thereof
for the time being, without any warrant for the purpose, to
search or cause to be searched all passengers, their luggage,
baggage, and goods for arms or ammunition, and for that
purpose, where necessary, to use force or to break open any
cases, boxes or other receptacles wherein any arms or am-
munition are or may be reasonably suspected to be con-
cealed.

(2) Any person being in possession or having the control
of such arms or ammunition may be arrested forthwith by

the master or any other officer of the vessel, and unless such-

person shall satisfactorily account for such arms or ammne
nition he shall be liable on summary conviction before a
Magistrate to the punishment preseribed Ly scetion 28 of
this Ordinance.

£8. Any person who shall obstruct, hinder or resist or
assist in obstructing, hindering or resisting any scarch or
arvest authorised by this Ordinanee shall be liable to a fine

Punishment
of purchaser
furnishing
false infor-
mation for
registration.
(New.)

Arms, &c.
only to be
imported at
Victoria.
(Vew.)
Labelling of
arms aml
ammuuition.
(New.)

Power to
Police to
open box,
(New.)
Power to
issue search
warrant in
certain cases,
(8 of 1895,
s. 16 and 17 -+
modified.)

Power to
search for
arms, &c., on
vesscl ahout
to leave
waters of the
Colony.
[2bid. s. 18,
subs, (1).1

Posscesion of
arms, &ec.
[ I¥id. subs,

(2).]

Penalty Lor
obstructing
authorised
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searches. not exceeding one hundred dollars or to imprisonment for
[£bid. 5. 19.] any term not exceeding three months with or without hard
labour in addition to any other penalty or punishment he
may be liable to by law or under thie Ordinanee. ‘

Governor 24. The Governor mny establish a central store or
inil)'i’eﬁ magazine for the safe keeping and storing of all arms and
anils

central store dMMunition, and notice shall be given in the Government
for arms, &e, Gazette of such selection and of the situation of the said
[2%id. s. 20.] store or magazine. o

Governor 25. It shall he lawful for the Governor in Couneil during
may order  the continnance af any Proclamation issued under the pro-
removal visions of the DPeace Preservation Ordinance, 1886, to

bo central 1 jor the removal to the said central store of all arms and
store of all

arms, and  ammunition in the possession of any importers or dealers in

closcarm  or vendors of arms, or of such arms and ammunition only

shops, &¢. ~_as in the opinion of the Governor-in-Couneil are not in safe

[Zhid. 5. 21.] keeping or custody, or to order the closing ofall arm shops
or stores and the suspension of the sale of all arms and
ammunition during the continuance of snch Proclamation
asaforesaid.  All orders made under this section shall forth-
with be published in the Government Gazette.

Penalty for 6. Any person-refusing after the publication of such

retusing to  order to deliver up any arins or ammunition, the pemoval

‘r}:_’rlrll‘s;c" “P of which to the said central store shall have been ordered

'[Hmi_ 5. 29.] tuder the provisions of the last preceding section, and any
person omitting or refusing otherwise to comply with any
order published as aforesaid sliall on conviction before a
Magistrate be liable to a fine not exceeding five hundred
dollars, or to imprisonment for any period not excecding six
months with or without Lhard labour.

«

Power of 27. The Governor in Council may from time to time

Governor to make any regnlations necessary for carrying out this Ordi-

m}‘blf.e[":l%ﬁ; 1 hance, and may revoke, alter or add to the forms contained

LLbid. s. “in the schedule to this Ordinance, and such regulations
and forms shall have the foree of law when published in the
Government Guazette, and shall have the same effect as if
they were incorporated in this Ordinance, )

Penaltics for 8. Except when otherwise speeially provided by this
breach of = Qrdinance, any person committing any breach or infringe-
i’fzg]&h“&cif\r ment or contraventicn of any of the provisions contained in
[1171'/1. s 18, thiz Ordinance or of any regulation made thereunder, or
subs. (2).]  failing to perform any duty imposed upon him by this
Ordinance or by any such regulation, shall be liable for every
such offence, npon sumiary conwiction before a Magis-
trate, to a fine not exceeding two lundred and fifty dollars
with or without imprisonment for any period not exceeding
six mouths with or without hard labour ; and in default of
payment of such find, such Magistrate may order that the
offender be imprisoned "for any period not exceeding six
months, with or without hard lubour, unless .the fine be
sooner paid.

Vorfeiture of 9. Any arms or ammunition in connection with which

amms and  an offence has ‘been committed under this Ordinance may,

ammunition g, Magistrate thinks fit, be forfeited to the Crown.
connected .

with offence. -
[New in
part.] .

Forfeiture of -0, fny arms or ammunition which are found in any

arms and Luilding? vessel cr place without any apparent owner, or

ammunition e . 3
AmMmUBLIOT ny arms or ammunition which are found on board of any
in certain v 3

cases. merchant vessel and are not entered in the manifest, may,
[Nen] whether any person is cbarged with or convicted of any
offence or nat, be ordered by a Magistrate, if he thinks fit,
to be forfeited to the Crown, ) .
’ SCHEDULE

(A

The Arms dnd Anemunition Orvdinance, 1899, (see. 6.

. N APPLICATION FOR EXPORT PERMIT.
Hongkong, 1

To the Captain Superintendent of Police.

Sir,
Please issue a2 permit for the export of the undermentioned Arms
and Ammunition now stored at street, to be shipped on
board the named the at present at

anchor at and about to proceed to
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The period for which this permit is desired is days,
and it will be returned together with the master’s or mate’s receipt
for all the arms and ammunition named below to {person)
at (‘place) on or before o'clock in the
noon of the day of 1 .

[ Particulars of Arms and Ammunition.)

I am,

Sir,
Your obedient Servant,

[Signature. ]
Licensed Dealer in Arma,

SCHEDULE
(B
The Arms and Ammnunition Ordinance, 1899, (see. 68).
PERMIT.
The bearer is hereby authorised to export by the
named the at present anchored at the

undermentioned Arms and Ammunition:—
[Particulars of Arms and Ammunition. )

Tvare, This pexrmit together with a master’s or mate’s receipt for the
whole of the arms and ammunition herein referred to must be

returned to ( person) at (place)
on or before - o’clock in the
noon of the day of 1 .
Dated at Victoria, Hongkong, this - day of 1
[Signature. ]

Captain Superintendent of Police.

SCHEDULE
©)

The Arms and Ammunition Ordinance, 1899, (sec. 8a.).

REMOVAL PERMIT.

The bearer is hereby authorised to remove from

to the undermentioned
Arms and Ammunition, between the hours of % and
on the instant,.
This permit must be returned to oo, ab before
o’clock ‘ on the® © instant.
' [Signature.j
. Captain Superintendent of Police.

Objects and Reasons.

The trade in arms and ammunition in this Colony has
incrensed so much of late that it is thought desirable that
it should be subjected to striet supervision, and the recent
increase of armed rtobberies and piracies in the adjacent
provinces of the Chinese Empire, to the detriment of our :
trade, has demonstrated the necessity for such strict
supervision, ’

The present Bill, therefore, while it practically re-eyacts
many of the provisions of Ordinances 8 and 14 of 1895,
which it repeals, includes certain entirely new provisions
(marked new in the margin) which will now be briefly
discusazed.

This Bill amends the existing law by rendering the pos-
session of ammunition, as well as of arms, without a proper
wuthority, illegal. (Sce clause 5.)

By clause 4 of this Bill the issue of, and conditions to be
attached to, licences to carry arms are vested in the Captain
Superintendent of Police instead of as heretofore in the
Governor. See too clause 11 of the Bill which substitutes
the Captain Superibtendent of Police for the Registrar
General in the case of licences to deal in arms and which
gives power to the Captain Superintendent of Police, (sub-
ject to an appeal to the Governor-in-Couneil) to refuse to
grant or to cancel a licence.
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It has been thought expedient to re-enact section 6 of
Ordinance 8 of 1893 in a somewhat modified form so as to
make the question whether a licence or export permit is
required depeud not upon the residence of the purchaser or
the value of arms or ammunition sold, but upon the ques-
tion whether the arms or ammunition are sold for use within
the Colony or for export from the Colony.

It has been found by experience that purchasers and
scllers of arms do not always export those arms by the
vessel named in the export permist, but sometimes divert the
arnis to other sceret purposes, and it has, therefore, been
thought expedient to check this practice by the following
Nnew provisions :—

(1) By compelling a vendor of arms or ammunition
for the purposes of export to procure a mate’s
receipt for them. (Clause 7.)

(2) By providing for the registration of places where
arms or ammunition are stored or to be stored.
(Clause 11.)

(8) By compelling dealers td keep a stock book and a
salest book and by ®empowering the Police to
inspect and compare these books. (Clauses 13,
14, and 15.)

(4) By rendering a purchaser of arms or ammunition,
who supplies false particulars to a vendor liable
to punishment., (Clause 17.) :

The following very necessary new provisions are also
incladed in this Bill, namely :—

(1) The prohibition of the movement of arms or am-
munition within the  Colony or the waters
thereof (except for the purpose of eéxport under
an export permit) without a removal permit.
(Clause 8);

(2) The prohibition of the storing of arms or ammu-
nition except at the places registered for that
purpose. (Clause 12); .

(3) The prohibition against the importation of arms
or ammunition except at the port of Victoria.
 (Clause 18);

(4) The labelling of arms and ammunition. ’(Clause
19);

(5) The powerof the Police to open boxes or packages
(Clause 20); .
(6) An extended power of forfeiting arms and ammu-
nition in respeet of which an offence has been
committed (Clause 29); and .

(7) An entirely new power of forfeiting arms and
ammunition which are without any apparent
owner. (Clause 30.)

Claunse 11 of the Bill raises the annual licence fee of dealers
in arms to $1,200 per year instead of $10 (except in the case
of retail dealers for sporting purposes only who are to pay
the same licence fee as heretofore), becanse it is thought
that, in a responsible business like this, a substantial licence
fee ought to be paid.

A very necessary proviso is introduced to the effect that
arms or ammunition moved by land or water in the Colony
should be enclosed in secure boxes and labelled (clause 19).

It may be mentioned that penalties for breaches of the
law are in some instances rendered more severe, (compare
section 28 with section 2 of Ordinance 14 of 1895, and
s ection 16 with sections 12 and 13 of Ordinance 8 of 1895).

In conclusion, it may be noted that officers of a foreign
nation are restricted, if they have no licence, to the carriage
of weapons of ceremony worn as part of their regular uni-
form;, and that the privilege of carrying arms without a
licenee has been tuken away from Common Jurors. A case
o cewrred in which a Common Juror abused that privilege.

Hengy E. Porrock,
Acting Aitorney General.
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A BILL

ENTITLED

The New Territories Land Court Ordinance,
1899.

Be it enacted by the Governor of Hongkong, with the
advice and consent of the Legislative Council thereof, as
follows :— ‘

1. This Ordinance shall be called the Land Court Ordi- Short title
nance, 1899, and shall only apply to the owners and occu- ?‘.“d applica-
piers of land in the New Territories, that is to say, in the "°™
additional territories acquired by this Colony under the pro-
visions of a Conventivn, dated the 9th day of June, 1898,
between Her Majesty Queen Victoria and His Imperial
Majesty the Emperor of China for the enlargement of the
limits of this Co?ony.

2. Claims by owners and occupiers of land in the New Claims to
Territories to titles or certificates of title from the Crown titles to be
shall, subject to the provisions of this Ordinance, be heard beard by
and determined by a Land Court hereinafter referred to as Cﬁxlﬁé;)sition‘
the Court which shall consist of the pez"sons respectively of Comt.
filling the offices of Puisne Judge, Diréctor of Public

Works and Deputy Land Officer for the time being.

3. The Puisne Judge, or, in hisabsence, the Director of President.
Public Works shall be the president of the Court and two Quorum.
members thereof shall form a quorum. In the case of an
equal division of opinion the president shall have a casting
vote. There shall be a Registrar to the Court to be ap-
pointed by the Governor (hereinafter referred to as the Governor to

“Registrar), whose duty it shall be to keep a record of all appoint
proceedings and decisions of the Court, to receive all claims Registrar.
and communications to the Court, and to issue all orders

and directions of the Court.

4. The Court shall, for the purposes of this Ordinance, Powers of
have the following powers:— Court.

(1.) To determine within what time claims to land in Time, form,
any specified village or district in the New Ter- aud mauner
ritories shall be presented to the Court, and in glfa}j’;f:em‘mg
what form and manner such claims are to be pre- h
sented.

(2.) To cause to be notified in any village or district Notification
in the New Terrifories and in such manner as the tobemadein
Court may direct, notice of the time within which village.
claims to land must be made, ‘and the form and
manner of making such claims.

(8.) To fix the dates and times*and places for the Timc and
hearing of such claims to land, and to cause notice Pplace of
of such dates and' times and places.to be notified to lc‘f:‘l‘;)’:g
claimants in such manner as the Court may direct.

5. If in any case it shall appear to the Deputy Land Deputy Land
Officer before the hearing that a title or certificate of title Officer may
to land can be admitted or granted to any claimant with- zgﬁoéz“ﬂe., ‘
out further investigation, he shall report the same to the admitted:
Court accordingly and it shall not be necessary for the
claimant or his witnesses to appear before the Court unless

the Court shall so order. X
6. For the purpose of the hearing of any claim to Further

land the Court shall have powers similar to those vested powers of
in the Supreme Court of this Colony on the occasion of any S0

. L . . . respecting
sult or action in respect of the following matters, viz. :— witlnesseso,the
(1.) Enforcing the attendance of witnesses and exa- productionof

mining them on oath, affirmation or otherwise. documents

T : and enfor-
(2.) Compelling the production of documents. cing any

(3.) Punishing persons %'uilty of contempt of the order of
Court or of any order of the Court. _ Court.
(4.) Ordering inspection of property.
(5.) Making and enforcing any order which may be
necessary to the proper hearing and determination
of any question before the Court, and the Court
may exercise all or any of such powers for the pur-
poses of any claim before the Court to the same
extent as the Supreme Court might exercise them
or any of them for the purposes of any suit or action.

7. Any member of the Court shall, for the purposes of power of
any enquiry made by the Court, have power to enter and entry.
view any premises or property, and the Court shall have
power to authorize any person nominated by the Court to
enter and view any premises or property’ for the like pur-
pose.
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Power of 8. If in any claim to land it skall appear to the
Court with  Court that any witness has committed wilful and corrupt
:ffpev‘égt:;ss perjury the Court may, for the purpose of punishing such
cog’lmimng perjury, exercise powers similar to and to the same extent
perjury. as those conferred on the Supreme Court by section 23 of

Ordinance 12 of 1873 for the punishment of perjury in any

cause, suit, or action.

Summons, ©. Any summons, order, warrant, or direction of the
V\j{arrtan{; Court shall be deemed to be duly made with the authority
cte. to be

signed by of the Court if signed by the Registrar, and any such sum-

Registrar. 10D, order, warrant, or direction so issued in connection
with and for the purposes of any claim to land shall be
equivalent to any form of summons, order, warrant, or
direction issued in any action or suit in the Supreme Court
for enforcing the attendance of witnesses, or compelling
the production of documents or otherwise for the purpeses
of any suit or action. -

Courtimay 10. The Court may allow or disallow any claim to
allowor = land or allow the same as to part of the claim or subject

disallow to such conditions as it may think fit.
claim,

“When'dlaim  11. In cases where the Court allows the claim or part
allowed title of the claim a title or certificate of title in such terms as
or certificate 4}, o (3ourt shall order shall be admitted or granted by the
to begranted, ) p .

Governor within such time as may be convenient.

Occupier 12. After the passing of this Ordinance occupation by

when tobe  any person without licence, or certificate of title, or without

‘:fee;’?:gsm_ any grant of any estate or interest from the Crown, of

A5 land a certificate ‘of title for which has been disallowed by

the Court or for whichno claim has been made under this

Ordinance shall be deemed to be a trespass, and the person

50 occupying without having such licence, certificate of

title or grant as aforesaid may be dealt with as a trespasser
accordingly.

Appeal. 18. An appeal shall lie within fourteen days to the Full
Court (and from thence to the Privy Council) from any
decision of the Conrt in any case where the value of the
land in dispute is certified by the Court to be over ten
thousand dollars. .

Ir any case, however, where the value-of the land in dis-
pute is certified by the Court under the hand of the
Registrar to be under ten thousand dollars, no appeal shall
lie from its deeision, nor shall its proceedings in such case
be liable to revision or removal to the Supreme Court of
the Colony by writ of certiorari,or other legal process.

Form of 14. Certificates of title to be lgranted under this Ordi-

“‘f?"g.‘ﬁc"‘tes nance shall be in such form or forms as may from time to

OF HEe. time be directed by the Court, and shall be signed by the
Registrar and countersigned by the Governor.

Paymentof 15, In any case of any land in the New Territories

rent in being held under an agreement to pay rent in produce,

oY e it shall be lawful for the tenant of such land to pay a rent

produce.  in money instead of such rent in produce, aceording to a.
rate, which shall be fixed each year by the Court, -and
published in the Government Gazette during the month
_of January in each year, as the fair commutation price of
such produce. .

Redemption ~ 16. In any case where land in the New Lerritories is

of rent in . held under an agreement to pay a rent in produce in per-

produce.  petaity, it shall be lawful for the person who is liable to pay
such rent, with the consent of the Court, to redeem his
liability to pay such rent by paying to such person as the
Court may direct such capital sum of money as the Court
may, under all the circumstances of the case, consider to
be fair and reasonable. .

No rent in 17. On and after the 81st day of January, 1900, no rent

produce to i produce shall be reserved in any agreement for the

be reserved  gecupation of land in the New Territories, If any rent in

after certaln produce is so reserved after the said date, then such rent

e shall not be recoverable in any Court of law or by any
legal process or proceedings.

. Hents may 18. In any case of disputed ownership of any land in
he fixed by the New Territories where no rent has been fixed, it shall
C‘{“E‘t_};'}.“"l'e be lawful for the Court to order that a certain rent for
3‘;;;&&“’ such land, being such rent as the Court considers under all

the circumstances of the ecase to be fair and reasonable,
shall, from such date as the Court thinks fit, he paid in
respect of such Jand.  Every order made by the Court
under this section shall be final and conclusive upon every
person whatever and without appeal.
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GOVERNMENT NOTIFICATION.—No.

Objects und Reasons.

This Bill is framed to a considerable extent upon the
lines of the Squatters’ Ordinance, 1890, (Ordinance 27 of
1890), which has been found to work satisfactorily.

The chief aim of this Bill is to provide owners and
occitpiers of land in the New Territories with a tribunal to
which they can appeal, without incurring the expense of
resorting to the Supreme Court, and to arrange amicably
questions of disputed title and land and rent disputes gene-
rally,

It is proposed by this Bill to substitute a certificate
of title for a Crown lease, because it has been ascertained
that the ordinary holding of land in the New Territories is
a tenancy in perpetnity, and this Government could not,
nnder the terms of the Convention with China, grant a lease
for more than 99 years from the date of the Convention.

Clause 15 of the Bill contains special provisions for the
commutation of rent in produce into a payment of rent
in money, calculated upon the-fair price of such produce.
Provision for such commutation appears to be uecessary
in order to avoid friction between landlord and tenant and
to induce the tenant to cultivate the land to the best ad-
vautage.

Clause 1€ of the Bill provides for the redemption of rent
in produce, when such rent is pavable in perpetuity, by the
payment of a capital sum of moncy.

Clanse 17 provides that, in any agreement made on and
after the 31st day of January, 1900, (which is the first day
of the next Chinese year), no rent in prodnee shall be
reserved.

The object of clause 18 is to settle disputes in cases (inter
alia) where a man, who is adjndged to have no proper
title, has been occeupying and improving land and where he
appexrs to be equitably eutitled to continue to ocenpy such
land upon his paying such a rent as is fair and reasonable,
having regard to such improvements.

Hzney E. Porrock,
Aeting Attorney Generval.

The following Order-in-Council is published.

Colonial Seeretary’s Office, Hongkong, 24th Novemb:r, 1899,

By Command,

6o0.

N J. H. Stewart LocKHART,

ORDER

Colonial Secretary.

Made by the Governor-irc-Council under section 8 of ‘‘ The Post Office

Ordinance, 1887,” on the 23rd day of November, 1899.

It is hereby ordered by the Governor-in-Council that any correspondence, which is sent to the
Colony from any place outside the Colony for the purpose of being posted in the Colony, shall be
charged, upon being posted at the General Post Office of the Colony with the same rates of postage
as if such corre<p011dence had been posted at any office other than in the Colony.

Couxcin CHAMBER,
HoxexoNG.

R. F. Jounsron,
Acting Clerk of Councils.

GOVERNMENT NOTIF QAI‘[U\' -——No. 631.

His Excellency the Governor has given his assent, in the name and on behalf of the Querx, to
the following Ordinance passed by the Legislative Council :—

Ordinance No. 35 of 1

Cecloniat

899.—An Ordinance to apply a sum not exceeding Two million Six

hundred and Kighty-one thousand Six hundred and Fifty-
one Dollars to the Public Snrvlcn of the Year 1900.

By Command,

J. H.

Secretary’s Office. Honukone, 24th November, 1899,

STEWART Lockmant,

C’olmlznl Secretary.



