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PRrESENT :

HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR

(Sir Hexry Artaur Braks, G.C.M.G.).
" His Excellency Major-General WILLIAM Jurius Gascorexe, C.M.G., General Officer Commanding.
The Honourable the Acting Attorney General, (Hexry Epwarp Porrock).
the Harbour Master, (RosErT Murray Rumsey, R.N.).
the Acting Colonial Tréasurer, (ALEXANDER MacDonarp Tromson). T
the Director of Public Works, (RoBErT DALY ORMSBY). T =
Carcuick Pavt Cuater, C.M.G. :
Ho Kai, M.B., C.M. :
Traomas HENDERSON WHITEHEAD.
Emasver Rapuartn Berinios, C.M.G.
James JARDINE BeLL-IrVING:
WEeL YUK,

”
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ABSENT:

"The Honourable the Colonial Secretary, (James HALDANE STEWART Lockuart, C.M.G.).
the Captain Superintendent of Police, (Francis Henry May, C.M.G.).

"
The Council met pursﬁant to summons.
The Minutes of the last Meeting, held on the 13th March, 1899, were read and confirmed.

Paper—The Acting Attorney General, by command of His Excellency the Governor, laid on
the table the following paper :—

Extracts from Papers relating to the Extension of the Colony of Hongkong.

Notice oF QuestioN.—Mr. BELILIOS gave notice that at the next meeting he would ask the

following questions :— Py
. . . E o
1. The Secretary of State for the Colonies having only sanctioned the collection of duties on Opium

by this Government, do the Government propose to collect Customs duties on other commo-
dities? .

2. The Stations fqmnerly belonging to the Imperial Maritime Customs having been taken over by
the Police, will the Government say whether or not the Customs Officials are still in occupa-
tion ?

3. Have'tge? Colonial Government undertaken to collect duties temporarily or for an indefinite
period !
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Resorcrion.—The Acting Attorney General moved the following resolution :—

That this Council approves of the repeal by th% Sanitary Board of the Bye-laws made by the
Sanitary Board on the 11th day of Apiil, 1895, under section 13, sub-section 14, of the
Public Health Ordinance, 1887, and approved by the Legislative Council on the 23rd day
of May, 1895, such repeal to take effect from the 27th day of February, 1899, the date on
which the new Bye-laws in substitution for these now repealed were approved by the Legis-
lative Council.

The Director of Public Works seconded. T
Question—put and agreed to.

QuestioNs.—Mr. BELILIOS, pursuant to notice, asked the following questions : —

(1.) Has the Government veceived a copy of a letter from the Divector of the Manila Observatory,
dated the Tth Mavch, in which he complains of a letter addressed by.the Director of the
Hongkong Observatory to the Weather Burcau of the Government of the United States of
America, in which the said passages are said 1o occur:—** The Observatory in Manila
is in the hands of men who possess very little scientific education” and that “ scandal is
caused by the Observatory continually communicating sensational lyp hoon warnings to the
newspapers in Hongkong ' ? ‘ .

(2.) Was this communication ta the Weather Bureaw of the United States Government made
with the knowledge and consent of the Colonial Government? : 3

(3.) Has Dr. Doberck been asked to explain his action in condemning an Observatory to whoin
the Colony ts so much indebted for the timely storm warnings received for a num?er of
years past?

(4.) What action do the Government propose to tuke in this maiter ?

(5.) Is not an apology or an explanation due to the Director of the Manila Observatory from
the Government ? ,

(6.) In reference to the correspondence between the Kowloon School Commitiee and the Govern-
ment on the subject of the provision of educational facilities for the European children in
that portion of the Colony, and which, after extending over some twov years, eventually
culminated in an offer by His Excellency Major- General Black “ 1o establish a school
open to children of any nationality, to provide a teaching staff, to charge fees at the same
rate as the fees paid at Queen’s College, and to give a purely English education,” which
was gratefully accepted by the Kowloon School Committee in September last, will the
Government be good enough to say what has been done in the matter ? ‘

(7.) If the scheme is being carried out, when will the teachers arrive from England ?

(8.) It being proposed to rent a house for the purpose for a period as a trial, has any building
been secured by the Government ? :

(9.) If nothing has been done towards redemption of the pledge made by the Government to the
Kowloon School Committee, is it intended:to go on with the scheme ?

(10.) If not, will the Government give reasons for not so proceeding ?

The Acting Attorney General replied.

BiLL ENTITLED AN ORDINANCE TO EXEMPT THE TERRITORIES COMPRISED IN THE RECENT EXTENSION
or THE CoLoNY oF HONGKONG FROM THE OPERATION OF CERTAIN LAWS, AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES.—The
Acting Attorney General moved the first reading of the Bill. o -

The Acting Colonial Treasurer seconded.
Question—put and agreed to.
Bill read a first time.
The Acting Attorney General moved the suspension of the Standing Rules and Order.
The Acting Colonial Treasurer seconded.
Question—put and agreed to.
The Acting Attorney General addressed the Council and moved the second reading of the Bill.
The Acting Colonial Treasurer seconded. - ]
Question—put and agreed to.
-Bill read a second time.
Council in Committee on the Bill.
Council resumed. ~
Bill reported with amendment. :
The Acting Attorney General moved the suspension of the Standing Rules and Order.
The Acting Colonial Treasurer seconded.
Question—put and agreed to.
The Acting Attorney General moved the third reading of the Bill.
. The Acting Colonial Treasurer seconded.
Question—-put and agreed to. _ : :
Bill read a third time.
Question put—that this Bill do pass.
Bill passed.
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BiLy gNTITLED AN ORDINA\ICF RELATING To LocAL COV!MU\IITIES AND TriBuNarLs.—The Acting

Attorney General moved the first reading of the Bilk.

- The Acting Colonial Treasurcr seconded.
Question—put and agreed to.
Bill read a first time.

The Acting Attorney General moved the suspension of the Standing Rules and Order.
The Acting Colonial Treasurer seconded. .

Queatxon-—-put and agreed to.

The Acting Attorney General addressed the Council and moved the second reading of the Bill.
The Actmrr Colonial Treasurer seconded.

Questlon—put and agreed to.

Bill read a second time.

Council in Committee on the Bill, .

Council resumed.

Bill reported with amendment.

The Acting Attorney General moved the suspension of the Standing Rules and Order.
The L\ctmg Colonial Treasurer seconded.

Question—put and agreed to.

The Acting Attornev General moved the third reading of the Bill.

The Actmo' Colonial Treasurer seconded.

ngstlon—-—put and agreed to.

Bill read a third time. ‘ :

Question put—that this Bill do pass

Bill passed.

Birr ENTITLED AN ORDINANCE TO PROVIDE FOR THE BETTER REGULATION OF THE NEW

TerriTOoRIES.—The Acting Attorney General moved the first reading of the Bill,

The Acting Colonial Treasurer seconded.

Questlon-——nut ‘md f101eed to.

Bill read a first time.

_ The Acting Attorney General moved the suspension of the Standing Rules and Order.

The Acting Colonial Treasurer seconded.

Question—put and agreed to.

The Acting Attomey General addressed the Council and moved the second reading of the Bill.
The Actmd Colonial Treasurer seconded.
Questlon———put and agreed to.

Bill read a second time,

Council in Committee on the Bill,
Council resumed.

Bill reported with amendments.

The Acting Attorney General moved the suspensmn of the Standing Rules and Order.

The Acnncr Colonial Treasurer seconded.

Questlon-—put and agreed to.

The Acting Attorney General moved the third reading of the Bill.

The Acting Colonial T'reasurer seconded. .

Questlon——-put and agreed to. B o
Bill read a third time. :

Question put—that this Bill do pass.

Bill passed.

ADpJourNMENT.—The Council then adjourned sine die.

.
i

HeNry A. BLAKE,
Governor.
Read and confirmed this 20th day of June, 1899.

J. G. T. Buckwg,
Clerk of Councils.
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GOVERNMENT NOTIFICATION.—No. 347,

The following Bills, which were read a first time at aMeetmO' of the Legislative Council held

this day, are pubhehea

J. G. T. BuckLk,
Clerk of Councils.

Council Chamber, Hongkong, 20th June, 1899.




