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The Council met pursuant to adjournment.
The Minutes of the last Meeting, held on the 1st February, 1899, were read and confirmed.
Parers.—The Colonial Secrctary, by command of His Excellency the Giovernor, laid on the table
the following papers : —
1. Report of the Head Master of Queen’s College for the Year 1898.
2. Report of the Superintendent of Victoria Gaol for the Year 1898.

QuEesTIONs.—Mr. BELILIOS pursuant to notice asked the following questions :—

(1) Will the (7overnment state whether or not sites for the proposed new Law Courts and for the
new DPost Office have been selected ?

(2) Will the (iovernment state whether the plans for the above-named buildings have been con-
sidered, and whether they are prepared to recommend such plans for adoption?

(3) Will the Government state whether the Secretary of State for the Colonies has sanctioned
any scheme for the erection of the new public offices above-nvmed put before him by the
‘Government?

The Colonial Secretary replied.
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Notice or Questioxs.—Mr. BELILIOS gave notice that at the next meeting he would ask the
following questions :— - ;

(1.) The plot of land lying between Arbuthnot and Hollywood Roads to the N.E. of Victoria
GGaol which has been resumed and cleared of the houses formerly standing thereon, and
which has for about 12 months heen lying fallow and unproductive, being a valuable site,
will the Government state whether any plan for utilising it was considered before the rent-
earning dwelling houses were demolished ?

(2.) If plans for wtilising the ground had nol been considered before the destruction of the
property standing on this site, will the Government state whether or not such plans are
under consider ation now ?

(3.) If plans and specifications for building on the site are ready in the hands of the Public
Works Department, will the Government be good enough to state when it is probable that
such buildings witl be ready fer occupation by the Government servants or others for whom
they may have been designed, and at what date the Colony may expect to be relieved,
Jrom payment of rents for the accommodation of such Government Oficers?

ResonurioN.—The Colonial Secretary moved the following resolution :—
Whereas it has becn usual to warn officer s appointed to the service of this Colony since 1894,

Jrom a country possessing « gold standard of currency, that the exchange compensation allowance
on half their salaries will be granted to them so long as it is qranted to other members of the
service, but that the continuance theregf is not guaranteed ond is sulject to the annual vote of the
Council, and it is deemed that such warning is caleulated 1o deter etigible persons from entering
the public service, it is hereby 1esoived that it is cxpedient to discontinue such warning in future,
and to regard the compensation as a permanent but not as a pensionable emolument.

The Colonial Treasurer seconded.

Question—put and agreed to unanimously.

Bron ENTITLED AN OGDINANCE TO CONSOLIDATE AND AMEND THE LAWS RELATING TO MERCHANT
SHIPPING, THE DUTLES OF TuE HArBour MASTER, THE CONTROL AND MANAGEMENT OF THE WATERS OF
THE COLONY, AND THE REGULATION OF VESSELS NAVIGATING THE SAME.— [ he Acting Attorney General
moved the first reading of the Bill.

The Colonial Secretary seconded.

Question—put and agreed to.

Bill read a first time. ,

BILL BNTITLED AN ORDINANCE TO CONSOLIDATE AND AMEND THE LAWS RELATING TO CRIMINAL
Procenure iy e Sveremi Court.—The Acting Attorney General moved the first reading of the
Jill.

The Colonial Secretary seconded.

Question—put and agreed to.

Bill read a first time.

JILL ENTITLED AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND AND CONSOLIDATE TUE LAW RELATING TO PRISONS.—
The Acting Attorney General moved the second reading of the Bill.

The Colonial Secretary scconded.

Question—put and agreed to.

3ill read a second time.

Council in Committee on the Bill,

Council resumed and Bill reported with amendmeunts.

JILL BNTITLED AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE LAW RELATING TO SOLICITORS OF THE SUPREME
Courr.—The Acting Attorney General moved the second reading of the Bill.

The Colonial Secretary seconded.

Question—put and agreed to.

Bill read a sccond time. , : .

The Colonial Secretary in support of a suggestion made by the Houourable Colonial Treasurer
moved that the Bill be referred to the Law Committee. '

Mr. WHITEHEAD seconded.

Question —put and agreed to.

BILL ExTi1LED AN OrpixaNCE FOR THE NATURALIZATION OF Mak Nein Way, alias Max CHiN
K1, alias Maxk Sur Nin, alins Max Yar Wo alias Mak Suv.—Council in Committee on the Bill.

Council resumed and Bill reported with amendment.

The Acting Attorney General moved the third reading of the Bill.

The Colonial Secretary seconded. '

Question—-put and agreed to.

Bill read a third tiwe.

Question put—that this Bill do pass.

Bill passed.
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BiL ENTITLED AN ORDINANCE ¥oR THE REGULATION oF Venicnis.— Council in Committee on
the Bill.

Council resumed and Bill reported with amendments,

The Acting Attorney General moved the third reading of the Bill.

The Colonial Secretary seconded.

Question—put and agreed to,

Bill read a third time.

Question put—that this Bill do pass.

Bill passed.

ApyoUurRNMENT.—The Council then adjourned till Monday, the 13th February, 1899, at 8 p.m.

Hexry A. Braxe,
Governor.

RRead and confirmed this 13th day of February, 1899.

J. G. T. Buckug,
Clerk of Councils.

GOVERNMENT NOTIFICATION.—No. 75.
The following Despatch is published.

By Command,

J. H. Srewarr Lockuarr,
Colonial Secretary.

Colonial Seeretary’s Office, Hongkong, 15th February, 1899,

Hoxgkoxe. Dowxine StrEET,
No. 18. 6th January, 1899.

Sir,-—1I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of Major-General Brack’s Despatch No. 326
of the 24th of November, enclosing a copy of the interesting speech which he delivered to the Legis-
lative Council reviewing the principal events that bad occurred daring his ten months’ tenure of office
as Acting Governor of Hongkong. :

2. The period of General BLsack’s administration was in many respects an eventful one for the
Colony, and I wish to express my appreciation of his able services us Actling Governor, and my satis-
faction that they have been so cordially recognized by the members of the Legislative Council.

I have the honour to be,
Sir,
Y our most obedient,
humble Servant,

J. CHAMBERLAIN.

Governor,
Sir H. Brakg, a.cm.,
&e., &c., Je.

GOVERNMENT NOTIFICATION.— No. 76.
His Excellency the Governor has given his assent, in the name and on behalf of the Quiry, to
the following Ordinances passed by the Legislative Council :—
Ordinance No. 1 of 1899.—An Ordinance to amend Ordinance 5 of 1866 and the Hongkong

and Shanghai Bank Ordinance Amendment Ordinance, 1852,
10

Ordinance No. 2 of 1899.—Au Ordinance to amend Ordinance & of 1870,
Ordinance No. 3 of 1899.—An Ordinance to provide for the rescrvation of certain land at
British Kowloon known as Sung Wong Téoi (R F 58
or Sung Wong Tong (J F H).
Ordinance No. 4 of 1899.-——An Ordinance to amend The Dogs Ordinance, 1893.
' By Commund, '

J. H. Stewawr Locxunanr,
Colonial Secrstary,

Chlonial Sceretary’s Office, Hongkong, 15th February, 1899.



