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GOVERNMENT NOTIFICATION.—No. 182,
The following Circular Despatch, with its enclosure, is published.
By Command,

T. SERCOMBE SMITH,
7 . Acting Colonial Secretary.
Colonial Sceretary’s Office, Tongkong, 20th April, 1898,

CIRCULAR. DowNING STREET,
19t February, 1898.
Str,—I have the Lonour to transmit to you, for the information of your Government and for
publication in the Colony, copies of a Treaty between Great Britain and Ethiopla signed on the 14th
May, 1897, and ratified by the Queen on the 28th July, 1897.

I have the honour to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient, humble Servant,

J. CHAMBERLAIN.
The Officer Administering the Government of

Hoxgxroxa.

TREATY BETWEEN GREAT BRITAIN AND ETHIOPIA.

Signed by the Emperor Menelek IT, and by Her Majesty’s Envoy, at Adis Abbaba, May 14, 1897,

eemer———— e

[ Ratified by the Queen, July 28, 1897.]
[ English version.*]

Her Majesty Victoria, by the grace of o, Queen of Great Britain and Ireland, Empress of India,
and His Majesty Menelek I, by the grace of God, King of Kings of Ethiopia, being desirous of
strengthening and rendering more effective and profitable the ancient friendship which has existed
between their respective kingdoms ;

Her Majesty Queen Victoria having appointed as her Special Envoy and Representative to His

Majesty the Emporor Menelek II, James Rennell Rodd, Esq., Companion of the Most Distinguished

jesty ; : , : Bsq, t g
Order of St. Michazl anl St. George, whose full powers have been found in due and proper form, and

o . 8¢, WHOSE H L PO . 1o and proper ot
His Majesty the Bmporor Menelek, negotiating in his own name as King of Kings of Kthiopia, they
have agreed upon and do conclude the following Articles, which shall be binding on themselves, their
heirs and successors :—

ARTICLE L

The subjects of or persons protected by cach of the Contracting Parties shall have full liberty
to come and go and engage in commerce in the tervitorics of the other, enjoying the protection of the
Government within whose jurisliction they are : but it is forbidlen for armeld banls from either side
to cross the fronticr of the other on any pretext whatever without previous authorization from the
competent authorities.

ARTICLE 1L

‘The frontiers of the Dritish Protectorate on the Somali Coast recognized by the Ewmperor Menelek
shall be determined subsequently by exchange of notes between .James Rennell Rodd, Esq., as Repre-
sentative of Her Majesty the Queen, and Ras Maconen, as Representative of His Majesty the Ilmperor
Menelek, at Harrar. These notes shuall be annexed to the present Treaty, of which they will form
an integral part, so soon as they have received the approval of the High Contracting Purties,
pending which the status quo shall be maintained. '

. ARTICLE 1L

"The caravan route between Zeyla and Harrar by way of Gildessa shall remain open throughout
its whole extent to the commerce of both nations.

* The Amharic version signed by King Menelek appeared in the left column of the original Treaty.
g ¥ B 141 24 y
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ARTICLE IV.

His Majesty the Emperor of Ethiopia, on the one hand, accords to Great Britain and her Colonies,
in respect of import duties and local taxation, every advantage which he may accord to the subjects
of other nations.

On the other hand, all material destined exclusively for the service of the Lithiopian State shall,

on application from His Majesty the Emperor, be allowed to pass through the port of Zeyla into Ethiopia
free of duty. )

ARTICLE V.
The transit of fire-arms and ammunition destined for His Mujesty the Emperor of Ethiopia

through the territories depending on the Government of Her Britannic Majesty is authorized, subject
to the conditions prescribed by the General Act of the Brussels Conference, signed the 2nd July, 1890.

ARTICLE VL

His Majesty the Emperor Menglek I, King of _Kings of Ethiopia, engages himself towards the
Government of Her Britannic Majesty to do all in his power to prevent the passage through his

dominions of arms and ammunition to the Mahdists, whom he declares to be the enemies of his Empire.
The present Treaty shall come into force as soon as its ratification by Her Britannic Majesty
shall have been notified to the Emperor of Ethiopia, but it is understood that the prescriptions of

Article VI shall be put into force from the date of its signature.

In faith of which His Majesty Menclek II, King of Kings of Ethiopia, in hLis own name, and
James Rennell Rodd, Iisq., on behalf of Her Majesty Victoria, Queen of Great Britain and Ireland,
Empress of India, have signed the present Treaty, in duplicate, written in the English and Ambharic
languages identically, both texts being considered as official, and have thereto affixed their seals,

Done at Adis Abbaba, the 14th day of May, 1897.

(L.S) (Signed) JAMES RENNELL RODD.
(Seal of His Majesty the Emperor Menelek I1.)

Annezes to Treaty signed at Adis Ablaba on the 14th May, 1897, by His Majesty the Emperor Menelek
and by Mr. James Rennell Rodd.

’

Annex 1.
Mr. Rodd to the Emperor Meneler.

Your Majesty, Adis Abbaba, May 14, 1897.

Wrrn refevence to Article 11 of the Treaty which we are to sign to-day, I am instructed by my
Governmnent, in the event of a possible occupation by Ethiopin of territories inhabited by tribes” who
have formerly accepted and enjoyed British protection in the districts excluded from the limits of the
British Protectorate on the Somali Coast, as recognized by your Majesty, to bring to your knowledge
the desire of Her Majesty the Queen to receive from your Majesty an assurance that it will be your
special care that these tribes reccive equitable treatment, and are thus no losers by this transfer of
suzerainty.

In expressing the Liope that your Majesty will enable me to give this assurance, I have, &e.

(Signed) RENNELL RODD.

The Limperor Menelel: to Mr, Rodd.
(Translation.)

The Conquering Lion of the Tribe of Judah, Menelek 1I, by the grace of (vod, King of Kin

, L as of
Ethiopia, to Mr. Rennell Rodd, Envoy of the Kingdom of England.

Peace be unto you.

Your letter, written in Genbot 1889, respecting the Somalis, has reached me.  With regard to
the question you have put to me, [ give you the assurance that the Somalis who may by boundary

arrangements become subjects of Tithiopia shall be well treated and have orderly government,
Written at Adis Abbaba, the 6th Genbot, 1889 (14th May, 1897).
(Seal of His Majesty the Emperor Menelek 11.)
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Annex 2.
The Emperor Menelek to Mr. Rodd.

(Translation.)
From Menelek IT, by the grace of God, King of Kings of Ethiopia, Conquering Lion of the tribe of
Judab.

May this reach James Rennell Rodd.

Peace be unto you.

Wrirn reference to the Treaty which we have written in the Amharic and English lanzuages at
Adis Abbaba, as I have no interpreter with me who understands the Inglish language well enough to
compare the English and Amharic version, if by any possibility in the future there should ever be
found any misunderstanding between the Ambaric and English versions in any of the Articles of this
Treaty, let this translation, which is written in the French language, and which I inclose in this letter,
be the witness between us, and if you aceept this proposal, send me word of your acceptance by letter.

Dated 7th Genbot, 1589 (14th May, 1897).
(Seal of His Majesty the Emperor Menelek II.)

Mr. Rodd to the Emperor Menelek.
Your Majesty, Adis Abbaba, May 14, 1897,

1 usve the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Majesty’s letter inclosing the French
translation of the Treaty which we are to sign this day in English and Ambharic, and I agree, on
hehalf of my Government, to the proposal of your Majesty, that, in case a divergency of opinion should
arise hereafter as to the correct interpretation to be given ecither to the English or Amharic text, the
French translation, which has been agreed to on both sides as adequate, should be accepted as furnish-

ing a solution of the matter under dispute.
In recording this assurance, I have, &e.

(Signed) RENNELIL RODD.

o
o

Annex 3.
Mr. Rodd to Ras Makunan.
Peace be unto you. Harrar, June 4, 1897 (28 Genbot, 1889).

A¥TER friendly discussion with your Excellency, I have understood that His Majesty the Emperor
of Ethiopia will recognize as frontier of the British Protectorate on the Somali Coast the line which,
starting from the sea at the point fixed in the Agreement between Great Britain and France on the
9th Tebruary, 1888, opposite the wells of Hadon, follows the caravan-road, described in that Agree-
ment, through Abbassouen till it reaches the hill of Somadou.  From this point on the road the line
is traced by the Saw mountains and the hill of Egu to Moga Medir ; from Moga Medir it is traced by
Eylinta Kaddo to Arran Avrhe, near the intersection of latitude 44° east of Greenwich with longitude
9° north.  From this point a straight line is drawn to the intersection of 47° east of Greenwich with
8° north. From here the line will follow the frontier laid down in the Anglo-Italian Protocol of the
5th May, 1894, until it reaches the sea.

The tribes oceupying cither side of the line shall have the rieht to use the grazing-grounds on
the other side, but during their migrations it is understood that they shail be subject to the jurisdic-
tion of the territorial authority. Iree access to the neavest wells 15 eqully reserved to the tribes
occupying cither side of the line.

This understanding, in accordance with Arvticle I[ of the Treaty siuned on the 14th May, 1897
(Tth Genbot, 1889), by His Majesty the Emperor Menelek and Mr. Rennell Rodd, at Adis Abbaba,
must be approved by the two High Contracting Parties.

I have, &c.
(Sigrel) RENNELL RODD.
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Ras Makunan to Mr. Rodd.
(Translation.)
Sent {rom Ras Makunan, Governor of Harrar and its dependencies :
May this reach the Honourable Mr. Rennell Rodd, Envoy of the Dritish Kingdom.

I vrorm you to-day that, after long friendly discussion, the boundary of the British Soniali
Protectorate upon which we have agreed is as follows :—

Starting {rom the sea-shore opposite the wells of Hadou (as on which the French and the linglish
(rovcx'nments agreed in February 1888), it follows the caravan-road by Abbassouen till Mouns
Somadou ; from Mount Somadou to Mount Saw ; from Mount Saw to Mount Eeu; from Mount Egu
to Moga \Iedn" starting trom Moga Medir, it 009% in a direet line to Eylinta Kaldo anl Avean Arrhe
on 44° cast of Greenwich and 9° north. and acain in a divect line until 47° cast and §8° north.  After
this the boundary follows the line on which the Iinglish and the Italians agreed on the 5th May, 1894,
until the sea.

The subjects of both the Contracting Parties are at liberty to cross their frontiers and graze their
cattle, but these people, in ¢very place where they go, must obey the Governor of the country in which
they are, and the wells which are in the neighbourhood shall remain open for the two partics.

These two letters on which we have agreed, according to Article II of the Tle‘xty of His Majesty
the Emperor of ilthiopia and Mr. Rennell Rodd of the 7th Genbot, 1889 (14th May, 1897), the two
Sovercigns having seen them, if they approve them, shall be sealed again (ratified).

Written at avrar , the 28th Genbot, 1889 (4th June, 1897).

(Signed) RAS MAKUNAN.

Mr. Rodd to the Emperor Menelek 11,
Calro, August 30, 1897,
From Mr, Rennell Rodd, Special Envoy of Her Majesty Queen Victoria, to His Majesty Menelek 11,
by the grace of God, King of Kings of Ethiopia.
Peace be unto your Majesty.

[ wave the honour to announce that The Queen, my gracious Sovereign. has been pleased to
approve and ratify the Treaty which I had the honour to sign with your Majesty on the 14th May
last.

Her Majesty has also been pleased to approve of the arrangement which, in accordance with the
terms of Article IT of the Treaty, was agreed upon between Kas Makunan, as Representative of your
Majesty, and myself by exchange of notes relative to the frontier of the Dritish Protectorate in the
Somali Coast; and it 1s presmned by Her Majesty’s Government that your Majesty has also approved
of it, as they have received no notifieation to the contra ary.

The notes exchanged have accordingly been annexed to the Treaty which has received ratification,
signifying Her ‘\Iq]estv s approval of all these documents.

I have now the honour to return herewith the copy of the Treaty intrusted to me by your Majesty,
with its ratification in due form.

When I shall have received from your Majesty a letter signitying that this Treaty, thus ratified
and approved, has come safely to your Majesty’s hands, it will be made public by the Government of
the Queen, that all her subjects may obscrve it and abide by it, and that it may strengthen the ties of
friendship between our countries, and increase the feelings of esteem and Oood will towards your
Majesty which the reception of the British Mission in £ tlnopm has awakened in my country.

I pray that your Majesty's life and health may long be preserved, and that your people may have
peace and prosperity.

(Signed) RENNELL RODD.

The Emperor Menelek to The Queen.
(Translation.)

Menelek II, Elect of God, King of Kings of Ethiopia, to Her Most Gracious Majesty Queen Victoria,
Queen of Great Britain and Ir“l‘md. and Empress of India, Upholder and Keeper of the Christian
Religion.

May peace be unto you.

Your Majesty’s letters of the 28th Hamlé (3rd August) and 22nd (23rd) Mascarem (st ( nd)
October), 1597, and the Treaty with the Great Seal, dated the 28th H'lmle (3rd August), 1897,
have reached rae, and We received it with joy. The Treaty of Peace which is now betwecn your
Government and our Government, We hope it will ever increase in firmness and last for ever.

We ask God to give your \ln esty health, and to your kingdom quictness and peace.

Written at Adis Abb: iba, the’ bth December, Ah')t, A.D.

(Seal of His Majesty the Emp\,ror Menelek 11.)



