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GOVERNMENT NOTIFICATION.—No. 83.

The following Report on Public Works Department Stores, which was laid before the Legislative
Council on the 23rd instant, is published.

By Command,

J. H. Stewarr Lockuarr,
Colonial Secretary.

Colonial Secretary’s Office, Hongkong, 25th February, 1898.

Public Works Department,
No. 1.
PuBric Works OFFICE,
Hoxaroxe, 5th January, 1898.

“ SToRE FOR THE PuBrLic Works DerarTMeExT.”

Sir,—The necessity for proper store accommodation for the use of the Public Works Depart-
ment, in some fiirly central site, has been wmore than once brought to the attention of Government,
but as nothing has been done yet to m:et this undoubted want, it seens scarcely nocess iy to refer to
previous files, and I have the honour now to briny the matter to your notice hoping that it may be
possible to bring it to a definite issuc.

2. The question was dealt with by the Committee appointed by His Excellency the Governor to
report on the conlition of Public Offices, from which subject, however, I think it should now be dis-
associated as it really stands on a quite different footing.

3. Paragraph 14 of the Report of that Committee describes the present accommodation used by
the Department, which I here again enumerate.

The Public Works Department Stores are now located in three separate buildings, viz., Crosby
Store, No. 3a Blue Buildings, and at Wanchai Store on Government land reclaimed from the fore-
shore. in addition to which a small store is maintained at No. 2 Tank in connection with the work-
shop there, and some goods are also stored opposite the Sailors’ Home.

4. Crosby Store occupies an area of 4,131 square feet and the old Education Oifices (forming
part of the same building but now unsafe and unoccupied) an area of 6,947 square feet, a total of
11,078 square fect of most valnable land in the hear: of the City.

These buildings are in such a dilapidated condition as to be positively wasafe, rendering their use
as stores very limited, and should they collapse, likely to lead to considerable loss of the property
stored there. | estimate that less than one-third of the space is capable of heiny used.

The site iz probably as valuable as any in the City. and I have little doabt would sell now for
over $12 a square foot, and thus bring in $133,000, to Government.

5. The store in Blue Buildings is rented by Government from the Land Investment Company
at an annual rental of $949.20 including taxes.

6. The store at Wanchai on the Reclamation in front of Marine Lots 117 and 118 Praya East,
though very small, is undoubtedly the most conveniently situated stors we possess, and on this site
I would recommend the ercetion of a suitable permanent buaildiug to coutai all ur stoves, and a small
residence for a storekeeper with accommodation for our workshops.

7. The present staff employed in connection with our Store Department are as follows :—

Head Storekeeper,.....coeveeesviviienns veveiinininnennnen. 860.00 per mensern,

CIETK, vvereverveessneeesesnsssnn seesssees sessessnsemsinnenns 10000
Four Store Coolies,v.viviiiniviiiiiiiiiiiriiiiennn sevennnne 83.00 ”
One Watchman, .covvviiiiiiieiiniiiiiniee e 7.00 ”
Six Do, rresrriaaieas veereerrsiiriniens snenenees 36,00 "
One Indian Constable, «uevvueriniiiiveninineneeininnnn. 13.50 "

—$159.50

or $1,914.00 per annuuw,
With all our stores concentrated in one place I would consider the following staif’ amnple : —

Head Storekeeper (to do clerk’s work also), voveveirivaiiiiiiiin . 870.00
Two Store Coolies $10 and $7, vevevivivinrinnnniniiicirccininneneene, 17,00
Two Watchmen $7,....civiieiiies cerennnenivennanes sosvsenrsesenscon woen 14,00

$101.00
or $1,212.00 per annum,
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8. The store at Wanchai is in a convenient position as regards our work; it is within a mile of
the Office. has water carriage up to the entrance, and on portion of the site the workshops and small
connected store now on No. 2 Tank near Taipingshan can be transferred.

9. I have gone over the existing stores and noted the space now occupied, and what our maxi-
mum requirements in that respect are likely to be, and have come to the conclusion that a building
110 feet by 35 feet with 2 floors will be saffi ient.  Theve shonld be also an open shed for non-
perishable articles which should, however, be uniler cover, and a residence for the storekeeper; and I
estimate the total cost will not exceed $18,191.00 as per enclosed particulars.

10. The saving to Government by carrying out this proposal would be as follows :—

Annual cost of present staff, . .ooivveviivnien i ieeieen e, $1,914.00
Rent paid for Blue Buildings, «covvevreiiinneniininnnn 949,20

$2,%63.20
Deduct cost of proposed new staffyc...oovos v 1,212.00

Saving,..eveenrerininnennn . $1,651.20
which capitalized may be taken to represent about $33,000.00.

i1, [ do not refer to the large sum that is certain t» be realizel by the sale of Crosby Store and
adjoining premises, as I have in another paper proposed devoring the money so realize 1 to the construc-
tion of new Public O.fices. nor do I refer to the fact that it was at one time proposed to reserve a most
valuable site on the new Reclamation opposite the Salors” Hone for Pablic Works Departm mit Stores,
as my proposal scms on its own nerits Lo be so cvidenily alvantageous and a saving to Governinent
as to warrant its early sanction.

12. In conclusion, I submit for the approval of His Excellency the Governor that I be authorized
to lay this proposal b:fore the Public Works Comnittee, and, it it meets with approval, proceed at
once with she work, the necessary funds being provided by a special supplementary vote.

I have the honour to be,
Sir,
Y our obedient Servant,
R. D. Ormssy,
Director of Public Works.

The Honourable
ThHE COLONIAL SECRETARY.

HONGKONG PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT.

EsTIMATE
SPECIFICA- Items orF EstIMATE. QUANTITY. Rate. | Axouxt. Torar.
TION.
|

g% s No. 1 STORE $ 5 % e
am o 0. . e, $ e & e
88z

B m f Excavatiou for foundations, veeviieivies o e 37 cubes. g4 27.38

283 Cement conerete in foundations, «.oovvvenned 1525 30.00 457 50 |

= :O:—-E Do. 1 SITRCINE, vevverrverrierennend] 34 squares. | 11.00 374.00 |

i i Granite masonry, dressed beds and joints, w1525 cubes. 65.00 991.25

SEZZ Do. BIOUIded, ceveenmriniieniins v 2800 80.00 200.00 |

S £ % | Brickwork in lime mortar, voevervininnnnns w.. . 80 - 23.00 1,840.00

S = S Do. i cement morear, arches, ..ol 2 . 28.00 . 56.00

T £ ! Tiled roofing complete, coiinn ceenns Cerees eennenes 43 squares. | 20.60 ! 860 00

E 2.3 | Superficial feer of glazed windows, ..oiiiiiennn] 162 ” 40 6180 |

£ L8 ! Dao. Lraced and ledged doors, ..oooveiinine 1520 ) 42 218.40

3 _: T2 Roof trusses complete, -ooiivieiiiians Ceevraeans } 10 ’ 335.00 350.00

o2z éf ' Planked flooring eomplete, «...e. crreannas cinenene 34,25 s 28.50 976.12

:;5; | Allow for stairease, . coveveia cisseenieniii o 60.00

E£F O g Steel joists, i, PO 6.25 tons. 200.00 1,250.00

£ 25 S | Cast iron gutters, ....ec... e reeierereseenieeneas 225 feet. 24 | 54.00

= 2 TE | Down pipes including e. i heads,.viovniinninnenees 100 - A0 40.00

ez é Oiling wood work, seieeioeeeineeienennesnen e | 39,25 squares. 2.00 | 78 50

A% S E 1 Puinting B COALS, - vvvreerernnsesesaruansasseenanansl 16,50 " 3.30 54.45

% g:_ = Tarring 2 eonts, vevieinerienns terrreeareerersnnanene 198 ’ 1.40 277.20

g 8% 5 | Black-varnishing 2 coats,eeveeiiveennvnnnnennaed 450 ' 2.00 9.00

‘T 5 5% White-washing 3 couts,eevvvirininiinnn cerransaenss] 160 » .30 48.00

RE2% | | —————| 8,286.60
Eal 2 © Contingencies 10 %, .ovieeeiviiernans 828.40
(2 1 $ 9,115.00
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HONGKONG PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMEN I',— Continued.

Hongkong, 5th January, 1898,

i
EstiMarte !
SPrCIFICA- IreMs or Esrivate. QUANTITY. ; Rarte. | Amoust. @ TortaL,
TION. %
| Brought forward,...............
No. 2 STOREKEEPER'S HOUSE. R
& e $ ¢ ¢
Excavation for foundations, ......... eveeseiens eer| 24.50 cubes, , 74 18.13
Cement concrete in foundations, «..eveveresesennn.] 12,25 » 30,00 367.50
Do. in flooring of \era.ndah ....... 1250, C32.00 40.00
8 Do. in surfacing, ........ creirreenens 13.75 squares. | 11.00 151.25
5 Granite masoury, dressed beds and joints, wen] 7 cubes. 65.00 455.00
zZ . Deo. moulded, ....ceves... crreeenn 250 80.00 200.00 |
® g Brickwork in lime mortar,.......veceeenneennsenenees 60 . 93.00 1,3%0.00 |
=S Do. in cement Mortar, «....vevevees ] 5 . 28.00 140.00 i
g8 Tiled roofing complete, .............. ereesireranaees 14 squares.| 20.00 230.00 |
§'§ Superficial feet of glazed wmdowq, cesrseenenens.] 120 » : .42 50.40
~ :::4 Do, do.  with jalousies,.......ceerenenn.| 133 » .80 108.00
52 Do.  of braced and ledged doors, . veeef 300 . .50 150.00
w Z Roof trusses complefe, viievevveereerernerenessoninn 2 " 20.00 40.00
5w Planked flooring complete, . .... ererreerretenaeas 8.50 35.00 297.50
] Allow for btmrc'\se, ...... cevnes creveneen o TP 30.00
g Do.  mantle piece,...ccoeunn.nn. D TP P 25.00
=3 Stone“l’)are pipes 9” diameter, . ..... vocverrrrnunens 153 feet. | i(z)(o) 18888
= ‘= 0 6” dO.. ............... eessens ’Y) . .
EX | Manholes complete, ..e..nvreerrrnrn T 1, 15.00 15.00
g Traps complete, veveeivneneeninenns Crerrerereaans 2 » 4.00 8.00
- Steel joists,.......... cettrneererenes Crerertnennes ceeeees 0.50 tons 200.00 100.00
: z Verandah railings, ...... crerereraeriearanne ceeraeieen 1.25 squares.| §0.00 62.50
5o Cast iron eaves SUIETS, .vuuveurevrens coveenennnnsens 100 feet. .24 24.00
7 = Down pipes including heads, ete., ...... eerieenes 150 ” .40 60.00
< B CelliNg, iriirriiiiiiiiiieiiitieeirenrerasesronsesvnes 6.50 squares.| 12.00 78.00
23 Plastering, ivvivevereeiiniiiririsisserenencnsesesnens 20.50 » 4.00 32.00
é = Oiling woodworks,.vervveis verueenesanas o rererases 8.50 s 2.00 17.00
g~ Painting 3 coats, «veiiiiiiviiiirieiinenseenennnens 22 s 3.30 72.60
S & Tarring 2 coats, civvviiieernreneiennnennennnennenens] 21 s - L40 29.40
o Black-varnishing 2 e0ats, cvevveenveneeieensnensennne 4 s Poo2.00 8.00
e é White-washing 3 coats,.ccevernrnersenneans 37.25 ’ : .30 11.17
é pS ) ) . - — 4,430.%.?
" @ Contingencies 10 %, ........ ceeerenen 443.55
2E 3 SHEDS AND WORKSHOP. ,
] -~
Q: < Exeavation in foundations, ............. cereiiieens 11.25 cubes.. l 4 8.38
o é Cement concrete in foundations, ........ P S 2 30.00 90.00
o Do. in surfacing, .icoviveiiereniannen. 33.50 squares. I 11.00 368.50
e Do. channels, ..iiviiiicviiineinnnnens 900  feet. i A7% 157.30
§ % Brickwork in lime mortar, ..ccovvviieivunenennn. «..] 10 cubes. | 23.00 230.00
59 Do. in cement MOTtAr, vieveeneiereernsnnee. 2 ’ I 28.00 56.00
zZe Granite masonry, monlded, ..evveniirnennns cevees 1.50 L 80.00 120.00
S Tiled roofing complete, ...\, Crvnrrerenrsueiaenas 32.50 squares.| 25.00 812.50
2 —3 Roof trusses complete, ....u..... vereasersterencanes 25 » 12.00 300.00
bl Lead BUELETS, wiveeieiiiinne Creriereeiesaenianes w0 250 feet. ' .30 75.00
S & Cast iron eaves gutters,. Cerereessseraneens 225 . | .24 54.00
% g Dowu pipes mcludmo hedds, etc vy meesereiissenas 150 » f 40 60.00
z7 Tarring 2 coats, voveeriiiiinininiiiiirneennenrniernnnn. 47 squares. 1.40 653.80
E 3 Black-varnishing 2 coats, covvviveveiniirinienerennas 3.50 " 2.00 7.00
a8 White- washing 3 CONLSyrrenenrirninenennesenssnan s 108 » 30 30.90
2 E —_— 2,435.58
g8 Contingencies 10 9, ............ 243.47
g No. 4 YARD. ————
Z Execavation, ..cecivns coriiiiiiiininiiienad|  17.50 cubes. 74 12.95
= Cement concrete in surfacing, cresssnen e 32 squares. | 1100 | 572.00
Allow for drainage, ..cosevevsescerssonseensansnon - Lo 800.00
i 1,384.95
Contingencies 10 J/, ....c.o.. ..... . 135.05
TOTAL, cviiivinennens .

$9,115.00

$ 4,874.00

$ 2,679.00

$1,523.00

18,191.00

R. D. Ormspr,
Director of Public Works,



