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GOVERNMENT NOTIFICATION.—No. 147.

The following Report of the Acting Superintendent of the Fire Brigade, for the year 1888, which
was laid before the Legislative Council on the 29th instant, is published for general information.

By Command,

FREDERICK STEWART,
Colonial Secretary.

Colonial Secretary’s Office, Hongkong, 30th March, 1889. .

No. 2. . Fire BricADE DEPARTMENT,
. ‘ Honeroxe, 9tk January, 1889.

Str,—1 have the honour to submit the following report on the Government Fire Brigade for the
year 1888, '
: , Fires, §c.

1. During the year there were 137 fires and alarms of fires, as -compared with 161 during the
year 1887, and 112 during 1886. \

2. The following table shews the number of, what may be termed, serious fires, at which the
Brigade has been engaged each year, during the last ten years.-

1888, tivvrrernnreirciiiirnnaianees 45 fires. 1883, ererircrernincrecrenrasenans 11 fires.
1887, weeene.. eeriereereeeenees 35 1882, veveverrereerrsressesnersanes 8
1886, vvvereeeeenneeraisenees venedl 1881, wevueerencrverreeennesennans .8
1885, wevvreeeeeereeeeereesnne 1 1880, weuvveereeerereenesenesesens 9 .
1884, ....... e reaaeseaens 18 1879, vvvveeeereeeeeeereersraaees T,

3. After making every allowance for the growth of the Colony and the more extensive use of
kerosine oil,. I am forced to the conclusion that, this enormous increase in the number of fires, during
the last two years, is to be attributed in no small measure to the effects of “cheap Fire Insurance.”

During the early part of 1887 a keen competition between some of the Insurance Companies was
commenced resulting in a general reduction in the rates of premia and the acceptance of risks on the
contents of Chinese houses becoming the rule, where it had previously been the exception.

4. In one case of suspected incendiarism, a charge was made at the instance of the Agent for the
Straits Insurance Company which resulted in four Chinese (the master of the shop in which the fire
occurred and three employes) being convicted at the September Criminal Sessions of the Supreme
Court and each sentenced to two years’ imprisonment with hard labour.

5. Several Magisterial enquiries into the cause of fires have been held under the provisions of the
New Fire Enquiry Ordinance (Ord. No. 28 of 1888) :since it came into force in October last, and
‘although, so far, no prosecution has been instituted, I am of opinion that they have not been valueless,

It is quite possible the future will shew that although, except in rare cases, the evidence obtained
in these enquiries will not take the case any further than the Police report, the very fact being known -
that in every case of fire the Police will take charge of the premises and that a public enquiry may be
. held, will have a good effect. :

6. Several prosecutions have taken place under the New Verandah Ordinance (Ord. No. 4 of
1888) with, so far as the Fire Brigade is concerned, undoubted beneficial results. At numerous fires
in the city it was found that not only was the action of the Brigade very much impeded by the
verandahs being enclosed and fitted up with all kinds of partitions, but that the fires frequently spread
in consequence of the combustible nature of their contents. :

7. In five cases, during the year, the fire has been, unfortunately, attended with loss of life.
4n one case, a young Japanese woman met her death by the sudden collapse of one of the houses
adjoining the premises where the fire occurred. 1

In the second case, two coolies were burned to death in a cock-loft in a carpenter’s shop in which
“the fire originated.

In a third, the fire originated on the ground floor of a three-storeyed building, the staircase
caught fire, and three persons lost their lives in attempting to escape through the flames.

In another, an old woman aged 79 years, who was very deaf, and who doubtless did not hear
the alarm, was burned to death in a small room, partitioned off, in the top verandah of a three-storeyed
‘house. '

And in the last, a woman with a child strapped at her back, had just escaped from the burning
building into the street, when the child was struck on the head by a box that was thrown from an
- upper story and killed on the spot.

8. A serious accident occurred at the fire in Queen’s Road West on the 18th May last, when a

 member of the Volunteer Fire Brigade (Mr. R. DippLE) was buried beneath the débms of a fallen

verandah for a long time, before being discovered and released. '
He escaped, however, without any serious injury.
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9. The members of the Government Brigade have heen particularly fortunate *during the year,
nothing more serlous than a few 1ather rough falls, a few severe bruises or burns having befallen any
of them

Water Supply.

10. The supply of fresh water for fire extinguishing purposes remains, so far, as unsatlsfactory as
ever, but it is to be hoped, now that the Tytam water has reached Victoria, that "before long this new
supply will be available in all parts of the city, and that there will be at all times, a sufficient pressure
in the mains, that when a fire occurs, the Brigade will be quite independent of the supply from the
harbour.

This, of course, refers more especially to the higher levels. ‘

So long as the fires occur on the Queen’s Road level, there is little difficulty in reachmg them
with sufficient salt water, but the difficulty increases in proportion as the higher. levels have to be
reached. :

It is quite possible to have to use three engines to enable one to play on the fire.

11. The question of having separate fire mains, from which there is no draught for other- purposes,
is I think, one deserving the attention of the Government. At the same. ‘time, T am -strongly of
- opinion that even with an nnproved hydrant system on such high pressure mains as it would then be.
possible to bave it would not be practicable, having due regard to safety from fire, to dispense w1th

the steam fire engines altogether, it might perhaps be pos51ble to reduce their number. | -

12. Itis a great advantaae to have more than one means of fire extinction, as a’ five’ ‘might occur
just at the time when the main is under repair, and in Hongkong, this is qulte pracncebie, there bemg
always an unlimited supply of salt water available.

The Brigade.

13. In consequence of the great increase in the number of fires, it was found 1mposs1ble to main-
tain an effective Brigade on the old scale of pay, and in September last the very small force of seven-
teen European firemen, was found to be five below its strength.

" The (E}rovernment thereupon decided to increase the salaries of the rank and ﬁle by 1(’50 per cent.,
and also to augment the number of European firemen from seventeen to twenty- three a‘na to reduce
the number of Chinese firemen from seventy-six to fifty. '

This has proved to be a change in the right direction.

14. The European firemen had lnvarlably been taken from the Police Force, but the Captam
Superintendent of Police not being prepared to allow any more of his men to undertake these duties ;
an application was made to the Military Authoritics and His Excellency the Lleut -General Com-
manding kindly approved of the appointment of six men from the garrison.

These military firemen are available for duty between 6 ».M. and 6 a.m., all the’ Police firemen
are, as a rule, available between 6 A.M. and 6 p.M., but during the other twelve hours only half thelr
number.

15. This arrangement has, so far, answered very well indeed, but I think the best means of
‘maintaining the efﬁmency of the Brwade, and with advantage to the Colony in other respects, would
unquestionably be, to keep the European Police at such a strength as would enable the Captain
Superintendent to sanction the employment of a larger number of constables as firemen, as, when not
engaged on Fire Brigade service, there is ample scope for their employment on Police duty.

16. The employment of Europeans as firemen, and firemen only, I think, is out of the question.

17. I enclose a report from Mr. WAGNER, the Acting Engineer, showmo the present state of the
engines.

They have worked well at the very unusual number of fires during the year. This isa Very
creditable irideed to Mr. BREWER, the Engineer, Mr. WAGNER his locum tenens, and Mr. CAMPBELL,
the Assistant Engineer. ,

18. 1 cannot recommend the purchase of another land steamer, until the result of the new water
supply is known, and possibly the subsequent question of separate fire mains considered ; but I think,
a new floating engine would prove very serviceable, the present one is upwards of 20 years old, and
cannot be expected to last much longer, and in the event of a break down, there is nothmg to take its

lace.

P 19. I also enclose a return of the fires and alarms of fire during the year. -

20. Qur thanks are due to the members of the Volunteer Brloades both European and Chinese,
for their valuable assistance, and in concluding this repori T must bear testlmony, to the very creditable
manner in which both officers and men of the Government Brigade, have answered each 1 to duty.

I have the honour to be,
Sir,
Your most obedient Servant, ‘ ;
Geo. “Honsroor,
v Actg. Supt. Fire Brigade.
The Honourable F. Stewart, LL.D., .

Colonial Secretary,

&c., e, | &e.
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(HOVERNMENT FirE Bricape DEPARIMENT,
5th Jonuary, 1889.

. Sir,—I have the honour to forward herewith a report on the state of the Government Fire
Engines for the year ending 31st December, 1888. ‘ '

 Steamer No. 1 (Floating Engine) by Messrs. Merryweather & Co.

This engine has been 21 years in service. In September last, the Boiler was fitted with a new
fire box, and the Launch received a general overhaul. The time occupied for these repairs, was 13
days. Since its overhaul, it has done good service, and has given every satisfaction. '
~. - During the year it was disabled once, for a period of 15 minutes, owing to the splitting of a
suction valve. The Engine is in good working order.

Steamer No. 2 by Messrs. Merryweather & Co.

This engine has been 20 years in service. During the year, it has not been disabled at any fire.
On one of the periodical trials it became totally disabled by the failure of one of the water cylinder
covers, which necessitated the laying up of the engine for 2 days for the fitting of a new cover. The
engine generates steam very slowly, is of obsolete type for land purposes, complicated in design, and
very cumberseme to transport, owing to its great size and weight. It has done good service as

-an auxiliary, feeding the smaller and more powerful engines with water from the sea, but owing to its

age and complexity, it cannot be relied upon to work effectively under full power for long periods.
The Fire-box is getting worn, and I would recommend a new one to be fitted during the ensuing
year. The engine is in good working order.

Steamer No. 3 by Shand & Mason.

This engine is 9 years old. In November last, it was fitted with a new boiler of the most im-
proved tywe, and recetved a thorough overhaul. Thé time occupied for these repairs, was 10 days.

During the year the engine has not been disabled at any fire. It has done good service, and is
now a valuable addition to the Brigade, and in good working order. :

Steamer No. 4 by Shand & Mason.

. This engine has been 6 years in service. During the year it has done very good service, has not
been disabled at any fire, and is in excellent working order. : :

R , - Steamer No. 5 by Shand & Mason.

* - This engine has been 2 years in seryice. Tt is of the most improved type, and the most powerful
in the Brigade. . During the year it has done very good service, has not been disabled, and is in excel-
lent working order,

: Manual Engines (9) in number, all in good working order.

During the year, in consequence of the unusual number of calls upon the Brigade, no engine has
been specially laid up for overhaul. The engines will each require periodical overhauling during the
ensuing year, in order to maintain their efficiency. o

~ As the laying up of an engine seriously affects the strength of the Fire-extinguishing Appliances,

. and in view of the possibility of one of the engines engaged at a fire becoming disabled simultaneously, -

I respectfully suggest that an additional engine of improved type be supplied, and kept in reserve,
available on such occasion, or when a fire of serious nature occurs at an elevation when two engines,
(one feeding the other) are required to do the work of one.

" The want of additional pumping power was painfully manifest during the fire which broke out in
Lyndhurst Terrace on the 28th August last, when, on account of the elevation of the fire, it required
five erigines to perform the work of two. ‘

The Assistant, Engineer, and the Engine Drivers, have given every attention to their duties, and
have always promptly attended to the calls upon the Fire Department. '

I have the honour to be,
Sir,
Y our most obedient Servant,

ArTHUR WAGNER,

' Engr. Govt. Fire Brigedc.
Grorare Hozrseoor, Esq., ‘

Actg. Supt. Gov. Fire Brigade.
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