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GOVERNMENT NOTIFICATION.—No, 385,

The following Bill, w I' ich was read a ficst time at o Mectine of the L(‘“lbthlV(, Council held
yesterday, is pubhshul for gencral 111[01'111&1011

ARATHOON SETH,
Clerk of Councils.

Council Chamber, longkone, 29th August, 1888.

o

A BILL
LENTITLED
An Ordinunce to wuthorize i certain cases judical
investigations wnio the cuuses of five.
{314 it enacted by the Governor of Hongkong, withi the

advice and cousent of the Legislative Council thercof;
as follows :—

o onses ot 1. Whenever a ﬁn‘: shall h:}\'u wken place or ).\'hfl” linve

Superinton- heen :1ttomptc<l.th<; Captain hu[?ermt‘(?ud(znr ot 1.()11(:6 shall

Lo repart Lo as soon as possible take possession of the premises where

trate. the fire has raken place or has been attempted, to fh(, eX-
clusion, if he shall deem it nccessary, of the owners and
all others 3 and shall make or cause to be made pbl‘hOlld”}'
or by some officer of not lower grade than Chief Inspeetor
ot Police a full and detailed inspection of the said premises
with the aid where he considers it neecssary of a com-
petent surveyor, and shall forthwith report to the Magis-
trate the state of the said premises and of the contents
if any, thereof.

Incustigntion 2. Upon ‘tho regcipl f)[ such Report the Mugisu':m:c, unless

ilie Magis- pon a consideration of the facts stated thereiu he is eleadly

e of opinion that the fire was caused by accident, shall pro-
ceed to investigate the causes of the fire and shall, within
the shoriest pusmblc delay, take the depositions upon oath
of all persons Jikely to know the facts and ecircnmstances
aud of all other persons who in his opinion miny furnish
information in respect thereof.

Examination 3. It shall be lawful for uny Inspector of Police, or for

yinterested  any inferested person present at such investigation, with
artics. - . . .
¥ the leave of the Magistrate, to examine the witnesses, and

to cause such persous to be examined as may give due nnd -
proper information touching such case of fire.
Dismiasal of 4. If in the judgment of the Magistrate the investiga-
theimformes ion does not disclose any offence or although it disclose an
offence does not show any reasonable cause for giving the
order in the next Section mentioned the Magistrate shall
dismiss the information, and order the release of the pre-
mises,

Provided that such dismissal shall be no bur to a subse-
quent information of a like nature, or to an information
against any person or persons for an offence against the
law. '

order of B, If in the judgment of the Magistraie the fire shall

prosecution. have been the resuli of a crime, and there is reasonable
ause to suspeet, and he shall suspoet any person or persons
of sneh erime, he shall order a prosecution to be instituted
hefore o Magistrate against such person or persons for such
erime,

Previous en- 8. The evidence raken ou an enquiry by the Magistrate

S cvidence. under the provisions of Seetion 2 of this Ordinance shall
not in any wav he used against the person or persons
against whom any eriminal information shall be filed, but
the said ] \Idgl.\tl'llc shall iuvestigate the charge and carry
cia new enquiry aceording fo law, as if no previous iu-
quiry had been held.

Judicial 7. No Magistrate shall be prolibited from investigating

amdendorot o etee within his jurisdiction by the fact that he shall

sadicial 111\c>t,lgullou and given an order i et
under Seetions tor 5 of this Ordinance.
&. For the purposes of this O:linance and in relation to

P i

ait v Stications Leld thereunider and for the summouning of
vt and for all proceeding: in connection therewith
e stiate shall Lave all he powers Hossessed bv a

AL mfe tuorelation to the helding of prelimivary en-
quivics incanes ol indictable offences,




