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PrusenT :
HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR
(Siz G. WinLiam Des Vaeux, K.C.M.G.)

His Honour the Acting Chief Justice (James Russerr, C.M.G.), vice His Honour Sir
GEorGE Prrrriero, Knt., on leave. '

The Honourable the Colonial Secretary, (FREDERICK STEWART).

: ” the Attorney General, (Epwarp Lovenriy O'MarLey).

he ”» the Colonial Treasurer, (ALrrep LisTER).
” the Surveyor General, (Joun MacyriLE Prick).
” the Captain Superintendent of Police, (WarrEr Mrrupiri Drane).
by PriNEas Ryrie.

’ Wone SHine.

y AvrexaNpER Pavver MacEwey.
Joun Berr-Irving.

y Carcuick Pavr Cuater.

The Council met pursuant to notice.
The Minutes of the last Mec#ing, held on the 27th ultimo, were read and confirmed.

Vorr rerErrep To THE Finance Commrrris.—Read the following Minute by His Excellency
the Governor :—

G. WiLLiam Des Vaeux.

104 5i0ws. Lhe Governor recommends the Council to vote the sum of Two thousand Five hundred and
$2005%. Ninety-five Dollars, and Sixty Cents for the Members of the Fire Brigade, in order to provide
for each Member an amount equal to 80 per cent. of his yearly salary.

Experience has shown that the salaries of the Fire Brigade have become insufficient, in
view of the increased size of the Town, and the greater frequency of fires; and in the absence
of some increase to the remuneration, it will probably be impossible to maintain an effective
force.

On_the other hand, the supply of water under high pressure, which may shortly be
expected from the Tytam Water-Works, will very possibly lessen greatly the labours of the
Brigade ; and this contingency renders it inexpedient at the present time to make any permanent,
addition to the salaries.



564 © THE HONGKONG GOVERNMENT GAZETTE, 9ru JUNE, 1888.

Until the new watcr-supply has been available for a sufficient time to enable the extent of
Fire Brigade service required under the new conditions to be fully ascertained, the Governor
proposes therefore that the question of extra-remuneration each year shall be considered with
reference to the work actually done ; and he recommends the above sum as a bonuws for the
past year in consideration of the exceptionally severe work which has been required in consequence
of the unusually large number of fires. '

The addition of a fixed proportion to the salary of each Member of the Brigade has, no
doubt, the disadvantage that some Members will, relatively to the service rendered, be remu-

nerated better than others.  This plan has however been reconunended, after much considera-

tion, as on the whole less objectionable than any other which has been devised.
Government House, Hongkong, 7th May, 1888.

VoTxs rassED BY THE FivancE CommiTTEE.— The Colonial Secretary, by direction of His Excellency
the Governor, laid upon the table the Report of the proceedings of the Finance Committee, (No. 22),
held on the 27th ultimo, and moved that the following vote referred to therein be passed :—

SERVICES EXCLUSIVE OF ESTABLISHMENTS.
Roads, Streets and Bridges.

¢s0.  New Posts and Rails to Garrison Parade Ground, ...civeveviviiniiiiiineeiercennnenonsd 565.0
2530$0f 1887, 9 I
565, . .

As regards the vote for additional Clerks for the Post Otiice, the Colonial Secretary explained
that it required further consideration by the Finance Committee.

The Treasurer seconded. "

Question—put and passed.

Crivese Emigrarioy to AustraLia.—Mr. MacEwey, by permission, addressed the Council on
the subject of the poliey adopted by the Australian Government in preventing the immigration of
Chinese subjects into the Australian Colonies. - :

The Governor replied.

Victoria Cornige.~MMr. MacEwEN, pursuant to notice, asked :—

The reason for the delay in the completion of Victoria College: whether the Surveyor General
can name « fized date when the Building will be ready for occupation.

The Governor said that he was not prepared to answer this question to-day, but hoped to be able
to do so at the next meeting.

Tyram WATER SuppLy.—Mr. MacEwEN, pursuant to notice, asked the following question :—

Presuming that water will be supplied 1o the Town by newxt November, us there to be't new
distributicn for Iire eatinguishing purposes, and, if so, by what date will it be completed?  Is.such
distribution included in the present estimated cost of the Tytam Water- Works? — If not, what will
the extra cost amount to?

The Surveyor General replied.
Pusric Hearrtn Oxrpivavce —Mr. MacEwers, pursuant to notice, asked :—-

What instructions the Government have received from the Colonial Office reqarding the Public
Health Bill which was passed by an official majority last session and suspended from operation
pending the receipt of such istructions ?

The Governor replied.

Destrrurs Wouey avn Girns.—Mr. MacEwey, pursuant to notice, asked :—

Fov o veturn of the wumber of destitute Women and Girls at present in the Colony under
the protection of the Government, the yeturn to show the number tn charge of the Tung 1Wa Hospital
Cominittee ;

The Honourable Member also called attention to the unsatisfactory nature of the arrangeimnents at
present in force for keeping and maintaining resened Women and Girls ; and moved the following
resolution on the subject,—- |

That the Government immediately take steps to build a home or shelter of refuge for these
destitute women and girls in the Colony.

Mr. Woxe Bmixa seconded.

The Colonial Secretary replied to th St

¢ Colonial Sceretary replied to the question.
The Governor said he would give the subject of the resolution his best consideration.
BILL BNTITLED THE | ORONER'S ABOLITION ORDINANCE, 1888.—On the motion of the Attorney’

General, the Council resued Committee on this Bill.
Bill reported with minendments.
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-Birs extrriep Tue Caisese Fueriive Crimivars ExTranrrioy Orpivascr, 1888.— The Attorney
General moved the first reading of this Bill.

The Colonial Secretary seconded.

Quest10n——~put and passed.

Bill read a first time.

AvgourNyMENT.—The Council then adjourned to Thursday, the 17th instant. at 4 r.u.
(. Wriiam Des Vaux,
Governor.
Read and confirmed, this 4th day of June, 1888,

ARrATHOON SETH
Clerk of Councils

GOVERNMENT NOTIFICATION.—No. 245,

The following Bill. which was read a first time at a Mecting of the Legislative (‘ounecil held

yesterday, is pubhshed for general information.
ARATHOON SkTII,
Clerk of Councils.
bouncﬂ Chamber, Hongkong, 5th June, 1888.

‘A BILL
ENTITLED
An Ordinance to authorize in certain cases judicial
investigations into the causes of fire.

[_) I it cnacted by the Governor of Hongkong, with the

advice and conseut of the Legislative Council thereof,
as follows :—

1. This Ordinance may be cited as Lhe Fire Enguiry  siorioe
Ordincice 188

2. Whenever a fire shall have taken place or shall have  Inesesor

. \ N . . Fire Captain
Leen attampted the Captain hupﬂunteudult of Police shall  Superintona-

ent of I'alice

ax sooun as possible take possession of the premises where o report o
tho five has taken place or has been attempted, to the ex-  awe
clusion of the owners and all others, he shall make or canse
to be made an inspection of the said premises and shall
forthwith report to the Magistrate the state of the said
premises and of the contents, if any, thereof.

3. In any case of fire by which any howse or building  iwvviestion

for judictal

shall have been hurnt down or damaged and for which no  invéstigation

into eases of

prosecution shull have been entered against any person, it fixe by reuess

shall be lawful for any Company of Iusurance, underwriters — Cowpvicn.

or personx suffering any prejudice from such fire, to apply

to the Magistrate tor a judicial investigution into the eanse

of such fire, without charging any person with any offence

against the law in eonnection with such fire. ~

4. Such application shall be made in the form of the  Inforwntion.
information in Schedule A, and the said information shall
be sworn to by the person laying if.

5. On the exhibition of such mﬂnnmtlon the Magistrate oo o
shall require the deposit of a sufficient sum to cover all the ™™™
costs mentioned in Section 12 , and upon deposit made
shall izsue an ovder in the form of Schedule B to the Cap-
tain Superivfendent of Police to canse an enquiry iuto the
causes of the firc to he made ax early as possible.

The order shall he complied with (m.l report thereon made
to the Magistrate.

6. The 1 '\Iaghtmlc shall then proceed to make an invest- Invostigntion
igation into the said casc of fire, and =hall, within the short- )
esi possible delay, take the depositions upon outh of all
persous likely to know the facts and circumstances of sueh
case, and of all other persons who in his opinion may fur-
nish information in respect thereof.

7. 1t shall be lawful for any ]n\peg!m of Police, or for  pxumination
any interested person present at such investigation, with — 7¢ it
the leave of the Magistrate, to examine the witnesses, and ™

' to cause such persons to be examined as may give due and
proper information touching sucl case of fire.

8. In every caxe of fire it shall be lawfnl for the Magis-  appomunent
trate, at the request of any duly interested person as afore- °F “™r
sald to appoint & person duly sworn before him to take
provisional charge of the premises where the fire has taken
place or has ])Lcn attempted, aund 0[ the property upon the

> said premises, during the time that the said Magistrale

ai
trate.



