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PrusgnT :

HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR

, (S G. Wituian Des Vaux, K.C.M.G.)

His Honour the A¢:ing Chief Justice (James Russerr, C.M.G.), vice His Honour Sir
o - GeoreE PuiLripro, Knt., on leave.

‘The Honourable the Colonial Secretary, (FREDERICK STEWART).

’ ' the Attorney General, (Epwarp Loucaniy O'MaLiey).
the Colonial Treasurer, (ALrrEp Lister).
the Surveyor General, (JouNy MacyeiLe Prick).
Hexry' George Tuomsrrr, R.N.

.o
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' PrivEAs Ryrix.
, Wone SHinG. ,
ArLEXANDER PaLMER MACEWEN.

JouN Berr-Irving.
ABSENT :

The Honourable Carcrick Paur CHATER.

The Council met pursuant to adjournment.

The Minutes of the last Meeting, held on the 25th ultimo, were read and confirmed,

Finance Commrrrrer MerTinGs.—Read the following Message from His Excellency the Governor:—
G. WiLLiam Des Vaux. |

The Governor has given his careful consideration, in Council, to the question recently
raised by the Honourable Mr, MacEwEN with regard to the sittings of the Finance Committee.
He is informed that for a long time past, nothing has occurred at any of the meetings of the
Committee, which might have not been published without prejudice to the Public Service,

- and he moreover strongly sympathizes with -the view that discussions on votes of public
money should, as a rule, be held in public. On the other hand the practice of private sittings
has the sanction of long usage, and though the advantages which it possesses, or the conditions
that make it expedient, are not for the moment apparent, they must be presumed at one time
to have existed and as therefore possible of recurrence. TFor this reason the Governor does
not feel justified in sanctioning a complete alteration of the practice at once, but thinks that
an experiment may safely be tried, which while making a sensible advance towards publicity,
~will permit of private sittings when they appear for any reason expedient.

.
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It is proposed therefore that for the future the meetings of the Finance Commlttee shall
as a rale, be held with open doors, and that all votes be passed in public, it being however
competent for any member, cither by previous notice or otherwise, to secure a private discus-
sion of such vote or votes as may appear to him to require it. As the principal reasons for
or against every vote can under such a system always be elicited in the public hearing, either
in the. Finance Committee or in the Legislative Council, it is hoped t;hat all reasonable de~

mands for publicity will thus be satisfied.

On the other hand in the event, which the Governor does not deem probable, of the new
practlce proving by experience to have inconveniences which outweigh its obvious advan-
tages, it will not be found difficult to return to that which has been hitherto followed.

Government [louse, Hongkong, 3rd February, 1888.

4

SussipIARY Coins.—Mr. MACEWE\T, pursuant to notice made the following motion and addresded
the Council:— . . L’

That in consequence of the frequent inconvenience caused to the Public owing to the insuffi-
clency of the supply of Small Coins, the Council recommend increased quantities to be reqularly
sent out.  Mr. MacEwen will also move for previous correspondence on the subject. -

Mr. Ryrie seconded, and addressed the Council.
The Treasurer addressed the Council.
The Governor addressed the Council.

At the suggestion of the Governor, the Colonial Secretary moved that the Coun(nl resolve itself
into Committee in order to give greater scope for discussion of the question.

The Treasurer seconded.
Question—put and passed.

Discussion ensued in Committee, and His Excellency stated that he would give the subject early
consideration and lay it before the Secretary of State. :

The Council then resumed and proceeded with the other business of the day. »

Birrn uxtrrnep Tne Vaccixarion OrpiNance, 1888.—The Attorney General moved, and the
Colonial Secretary seconded, the first reading of this 'Bill.

Question—-put and passed.

Bill read a first time.

The Attorney General then moved, and the Colonial Secretary’ seconded that the Standing Orders
be suspended and the Bill be read a second time.

Question—put and passed. » .
Bill read a second time.

The Council then went into Committee on the Bill.

Bill reported with amendments. : .

The Attorney General then moved that the Bill be read a third time.

Question—put and passed.

Bill read a third time.

Question put—that this Bill do pass.

Bill passed, and numbered as Ordinance 1 of 1888.

Birr exrrriep Tow Deresces SkercaiNe PrEVENTION ORDINANCE, 1888.—The Attorney General
moved the second reading of this Bill.

The Colonial Secretary seconded.

Question—put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

The Council then went into Committee on the Bill.

Bill reported without amendment.

The Attorney Gencral then moved the third reading of the Bill.

The Colonial Secretary seconded. '

Question—put and passed.

Bill read a third time.

Question put—that this Bill do pass.

Bill pasged, and nuinbered as Ordinance 2 of 1888,
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) Brrr exTrreED- Tue Uncranep Baraxces Orpivaxce, 1888.—The Attorney General informed
the Council that owing to some additions which will have to be made in this Bill it will be necessary
to substitute it by anothe1 Bill, and therefore asked permission to withdraw this one.

_Bill withdrawn.

Bt ®NTITEED AN OrpiNaNce To AMEND TuE . CrowN Remepirs OrpiNance, 1875.—The
Attorney General moved the second reading of this Bill.

* The Colonial Secretary seconded.
‘Question—put and passed.
Bill read a second time.
The Council then went into Committee on the Bill.

- Bill reported without amendment.

~ The Attorney General then moved that the Bill be read a third time.
Question—put and passed.
Bill read a third time.
Question put—that this Bill do pass.

_Bill passed, and numbered as Ordinance 3 of 1888.

Bmr, ExTITLED AN ORDINANCE PROHIBITING THE ENCLOSURE OF VERANDAHS ERECTED OVER

CrowN Laxps.—The Attorney General moved that the Bill be recommitted.

The Colonial Secretary seconded.

Question—put and passed.

The Council then went into Commlttee on the Bill.

Bill reported with the addition of a clause.

The Attorney General then moved that the Bill be read a third time.
Question—put and passed.

Bill read a third time.

Question put—that this Bill do pass.

Bill passed, and numbered as Ordinance 4 of 1888.

Brrr ExTITLED THE OFFICIAL SIGNATURES FEES ORDINANCE, 1888.—~The Attorney General moved
the third reading of this Bill.

The Colonial Secretary seconded.

Question—put and passed. ’

Bill read a third time.

Question put—that this Bill do pass.

Bill passed, and numbered as Ordinance 5 of 1888.

Birr ENTITLED AN ORDINANCE FOR THE NATURALIZATION OF [riTz AporrH Friccrus GROBIEN.—
The Attorney General moved the third reading of this Bill. :

The Colonial Secretary seconded.

Question—put and passed.

Bill read a third time.

Question put—that this Bill do pass.

Bill passed, and numbered as Ordinance 6 of 1888.

Birr ENTITLED AN ORDINANCE FOR THE NATURALIZATION OF HILLUNE .00 NGAWK otherwise Loo
Kiv Fuxe.—The Attorney General moved the third reading of this Bill.

Question—put and passed.

Bill read a third time.
-Question put—that this Bill do pass.

Bill passed, and numbered as Ordinance 7 of 1888.

Brrr eNTITLED AN ORDINANCE FOR THE NATURALIZATION OF LAT SHANG ofherwise Lal Cneg KON ——
The Attorney General moved the third rcading of this Bill.

The Colonial Secretary scconded.

Question—put and passed.

Bill read a third time.

Question put—that this Bill do pass.

Bill passed, and pumbered as Ordinance & of 1888.
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Brin ENTITLED AN ORDINANCE FOR THE NATURALIZATION OoF Lal Kir oz‘herwzse LAI CHEUEK. -——The :
Attorney General moved the third reading of this Bill.

The Colonial Secretary seconded.

Question—yput and passed.

Bill read a third time.

Question put—that this Bill do pass.

Bill passed, and numbered as Ordinance 9 of 1888.

ApsoursMENT.— The Couneil then adjonrned to Wednesday, the 8th instant, at 4 r.m:
.G. WiLLiam Des Vaux,

Governor.

Read and confirmed, this 8th day of February, 1888.

ARATHOON SETH,
Clerk of Councils.

GOVERNMENT NOTIFICATION.—No. 55.

The following Bill, which was read a first time at a Meeting of the Leglblatwe Council held
yesterday, is pubhshed for general information.
) AraTHOON SETH, -
Clerk of Couneils.

Council Chamber, Hongkong, 9th February, 1888.

A BILL

ENTITLED

The Unclarmed Balances Ordinance, 1888. \ .

E it enacted by the Governor of Hongkong, with the
advice and consent of the Legislative Council thereof,
as follows:— "
Resistrar to 1. On the coming into operation of this Ordinance the
bk ™ Registrar of the Supreme Court shall cause to be posted up
Rotices in some couspicuons place in the Supreme Court notices in
the form set forth in Schedules A., B., and C. to this

Ordinance.
~ Schedules A. and B. shall remain so posted up for the
space of six months, and Schedule C. for the space of one

year.

2. The said Registrar shall also cause the said notices
to be published twice in the Government Gazette and for
six consecutive days in at least one newspaper published
daily in this Colony.

He shall also cause Schedule €. to be published in four
consccufive numbers of the Londorn Gazette and for six
cdnsecutive days in the Times newspaper.

He shall also cause a notice in the form set forth in
Schedule D. to be published daily for two consecutive weeks
in at least one daily newspaper published in this Colony.

;“1".';':{‘331”&0 3. The sums mcntio-ned in the said Schedules or such‘ of

0 i them as ghall be unelaimed at the end of the respective

Revontc, periods aforesaid shall be transferred to the General Re-
venues of the Colony.

Soetions 6 10 9 4, The provisions of, becnous 6 to 9 inclusive of the

oM Unelaimed Balances Oldm(mce, 1885, shall apply to the

refund of any of the above mumonﬁd sums if claimed at
any time affer the expiry of the periods mentioned in
Scetion 1.



