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GOVERNMENT NOTIFICATION.——No. 490.

I N ?. - X A . R ‘. 4 e (v " . . L . . .
['he following: i\c% of the Amm.xc&‘l.x Congress for regulating Immigration into the United States
of America 15 published for general information.

By Command,

Freperick Srewant,
Acting Colonial Secretary.
Colontal Secretary’s Office, Hongkong, 28rd December, 1856. |

[Public—No. 195.] |
AN ACT to regulate Immigration.

Beat enacted Oy the Senate and House of Representatives
awembled, That there shall be levied, collected, and
passenger not a citizen of the United States who shall come by steam or sail vessel from a foreign port
to any port within the United States.  The said duty shall be paid to the collector of customs of the
port to which such passenger shall come, or if there be no collector at such port, then to the collector
of customs nearest thereto, by the master, owner, agent, or consignee of every such vessel, within
tventy-fonr hours after the entry theveof into such port. The money thus collected shall be paid into
the Umted States Treasury, and shall constitute a fund to be called the immigrant fund, and shall be
used, under the direction of the Secretary of the Treasury, to defray the expense of regulating immi-
gration under this act, and for the care of immigrants arriving in the United States, for the relief of
such as are in distress, and for the general purposes and expenses of carrying this act into effect. The
duty imposed by this section shall be a lien upon the vessels which shall bring such passengers into
the United States, and shall be a debt in favor of the United States: against the owner or owners of
such vessels; and the payment of such duty may be- enforced: by any legal or equitable remedy.

Provided, "That no greater sum shall be expended for the purposes herembefore mentioned, at anry port,
than shall have been collected at such port. ' ' | |

of the United States of America i Congress
paid a duty’ of fifty cents for each and every

“

1s hereby charged with the duty of exccuting the
the business of immigration to the United States, and
I have power to enter into contracts with such State commission, board, or
officers as may be designated for that purpose by the governor of any State to take charge of the local
affairs of immigration in the ports within said State, and to provide for the support and relief of s.uch
mmigrants therein landing as may fall into distress or need public aid, under the rules and regulations
fo be preseribed by said Secretary ; and it shall be the duty of such State commission, board, or
officers so designated to examine into the condition of passengers arriving at the ports within such
State in any ship or vessel, and for that purpose all or any of such commissioners or officers, or such
other person or persons as they shall appoint, shall be authorized to go on board of and through any
sueh ship or vessel; and if on such examination there shall be found among such passengers any
convict, lunatic, idiot. or any person unable to take care of himself or herself without becoming a public

charge, they shall report the same in writing to the collector of such port, and such persons shall not
be permitted to land. | |

Src. 2.—That the Secretary of the Treasury
provisions of this act and with supervision over

{for that purpose he shal

)

P—

See. 3.—That the Sccretary of the Treasury shall establish such regulations and rules and issue
rom time to time such instructions not inconsistent with law as he shall dcem best calculated to pro-
teet the United States and immigrants into the United States from frand and loss, and for carrying
out the previsions of this act and the immigration laws of the United States; and he shall prescribe
all forms of bonds, entries, and other papers to be used under and in the enforéement of the -various
brovisions of this act, . o |

Sre. 4.—That all foreion conviets except those convicted of political oﬂ'ense§,‘upop arrival, shall
}e sent back to the nations to which they belong and from whence thcy.cumc. I'he Sceretary pf the
"frezzanry may designate the State board of charities of any St:ate in which such board §hall ex1]st by
W orany comnission in any State, or any person or persons in any S‘f,ute whose'd.uty’ Ll‘t' slfal‘l Jclz tﬁ
execute the provisions of this section without compensation. The Sceretary of the Treasury sha

breseribe repulutions for the return of the aforesaid persons to the countries from .whelncc theyt.cmne%
ﬂ}}fl shall furnish instructions to the board, commission, or persons charged with the exccution o
the pr

ovisions of this section as to the mode of procedure in respect thereto, and may change such

1nstz'ucti<ms from time to time. The expense of such return of the aforesaid persons not permitted to
fand shall be horne by the owners of the vessels in which they came.

M. 5. —That this act shall take effect immediately.
APP@VCd, August 3, 1882, |



