1132 THL HONGI&()\‘G (xOVX« RNMI Nl (u\Al l"l‘L., 41‘11 I)hLI' MLLR 1886,

PR

GOVERNMENT NOTHMCATION —No. dog

The following Bills, which were read a first time at a Mecting of the Legislative Councilhld
yesterday, ave pubhshcd for general information. ¢

Ararnoon Sern,

. , Clerk of Councils,
Council Chamber, Hongkong, 4th December, 1886.

A BILL
ENTITLED

An Ordinance to amend Ordz’n‘ancg No. 8 of 1879.

”31& it cnacted by the Governor of Hongkong, with the
advice of the Legislative Council thercof, as fol)ows‘

ok

1. In addition to the fees specified in Table C of the
Schedule annexed to Ordinance No. 8 of 1879, the following
fees are hereby declared to be payable to the Colleetor
appointed by the Government as the lawful fees for the
discharge of the respective duties specified, and the same
may be recovered as provided by Sectlon 43 of the said
Ordinance.

The said fees shall be paid into the Colonial Treasury
for the use of Her Majesty. :

For surveys of ships’ bottom only,—half the fees
for surveys of steam-ships for Passenger
Certificates.

For inspections of vessels under 50 tons during
' CONSETUCHION, « everanerernnneeranansnens veersesenees B18,
and for cach addmoml 50 tons, «veveeenes 18,

- For inspections of engmes and boilers under 50
H. P., during construction, seeesseecsessnnrnnees 20,

and for each additioual 50 H. P.,......cc. 20,

Surveys of unlicensed launches under 50 feet in
length,...... eeseersiriitttinannanns tvenensssnes ceeees 10,

50 feet and under 100 feet, evvveevaseene. 18,

A BILL

LEXTITLED

Titlo The Post Office Ordinance, 1886.

IZ it enncted by the Governor of Hongkong, with the

) advice of the Legislative Council t.hcrcof as fol-
low% —

Interprets: 1. In this Onhnanco, and in any Order in Council or
regulation made thercunder, unless the context indicates the
contrary, the following oxpressions ghall have the moan-
ingg sct against them regpectively, that is to say :—

Consignees’ Letters shall mean dany letters forwarded by
any vossel and relating to goods or merchandise at that
time on board of such vessel.

Contract Pucket shall mean any vessel for tho conveyance
of letter bags and correspondence under contract.

Correspondence shall mean any lettor, newspaper, book,
pamphlet, document, parcel, or package, or other articlo
whatsoever transmitted by post, whother in 2 clcsod mail
or having boen placed loose on board any Contract Packet
or vassel for transmnission ; and a lotter or other article shall
bo deemed to be corrospondence from the time of its arrival
within tho limits of the Colony, if brought to the Colony
by post, or from the timo of its delivery to tho Pest Offico
if not 8o brought, and in either cnse shall continue to be
deomed correspondenco to the timo of its delivery from theo
PYost Offico ; and delivery to or by any porson authorised to
reecive or deliver letter bags or (OITChp()HdCﬂ(,O on bahalf of
tho Postmaster General shall bo delivery to or [rom tho
Post Offiec.

Letier Sy shall mean nny bug, or box, or packet, or
parcel, or other envelope or covering in which (}()t’!'(}{:poxnd-
eneo s conveyad, whether th does or does not contam cor-
respondence,
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I}!N\‘/(‘)' 0 > ,/", ] . .
‘ seer-of a Vessel shall wmean any person in charge of a
TV > N . >~ ~
vessel, whetho commander, male, or other person,

. Officer of the Post Office shall mean the Postmaster
(_mnum},‘ {Em? every  Postmnsier,  Ausistant Postmaster,
CAgent, ()lf:m\,r, Clerk, Letier Camder, or any other porson
omployed in any Lusiness of (o Post. Offiee, whother em-
p!nyf:d by the Posimastor Geeneral, or by any person under
Bim, or on behalf of the Post. Gflieo.

) AN ’ ’
Persons employed by or under the Dost Office shall mean
overy person employed in any business of the Post Offico
according to the mterpretation given to Officer of the Post

Oflice.

. Postage Stamp shall mean any label or stamp for denot-
ing any rate ol postage, or any envelope, wrapper, card,
orm, or paper, words, letters, or marks, purporting to
authorise the transmission by post of any correspondence,
whe.f;her such postage stamp shall bo issued under this
Ordinance or by the Postmaster General of the United

Kingdom, or by the Government of any Colony or foreign
country. '

Lostmaster General shall mean the Postmaster General
of the Colony. ' '

Post Office shall meun any house, building, room, or
place where correspondence is received:or delivered, or in
which it is sorted, made up, or despatched,

Vessel shall mean any ship or other vessel not being a
contract packet.

2. There shall be one General Post Office of the Colony  qonerst Post
where correspondence may be received from all places, %
and whenee correspondence may he despatehed to all places,
and the Post Office at the time of the passing of this Ordi-
nance shall be such General Post Office until the site
thereol is changed by the Governor.

The Governor may establish such District Post Offices

in the Colony us he thinks fit. : .
Management.

3. The Postmaster General, and all other officers of the Pertmastar
. . 3 . . . . . Gen
Post Office at the time of the passing of this Ordinance — ehe :”
. . . . continued {n
shall be continued in their offices, and shall have all the herval
b
powers and privileges hereby conferred upon the holders of ’
their respeetive offices. '
4. The Governor may from time to time appoint o Tost-  Appointment
/
¢ g ~ ) - Y of officers in
master General of the Colony, and all neccessary Assistant  future.
Postmasters General, Postmasters, agents, clerks, or ser-
rants for conducting the husiness of the Post Oflice, and
may remove any officers so appointed. '
B. The Posunaster General shall, by himselfl or his de-  postmanter
" . R 4 N ~ Qaneral sololy
puties, have the entive charge of tho General Post Oflice nuthorlsod to
J T . . recolve and
and ol «ll postal watters within the Colony, with sole  aoliver alf cor-
I ¢ s R . respondence.
power, within the Colony, of reeeiving. from all persons
puthorised fo deliver the same all letter bags and corres-
pondence arviving in the Colony ; and with sole power,
within the Colony, of collecting, rceeeiving, and delivering
to all persons authorised Lo recetve the same all correspond-
ence for iransmission by or through the General Post Office
to places out of the Colony.

The satd Postmaster General shall also have the oxclusive
privilege, within the Colony, of performing all the incidental
services of rocciving, colleeting, despatehing and delivering
wll correspondence arriving from, or transmitted to any
place out of the (ful(my; and no lobters, nnless exempt by
Low, shadl o delivered in, or tranmmitted from the Colony
otherwive than by or through the Genoral Post Oflico.

G, Al correspondence which, by any Act of the Tmporinl - Totters

. .. . oxeaptod
Parlimmont, is exeeptoed from ‘Hm (t,\:(tfnm‘vn privilegs of the \;::\r}(::;‘ﬁcl:lnof
Finperial Post Ofliee, shindl within this (,u)mly he nxm:p(mi, Purliamont,
From the exeludive privileoo of the Postmaster General of
the Colony,  Consiences’ Bettors shall be oxcepled from
e vl privilese of the Postimaster General, but, if
faliep do the ol Ofee, such Consiernees’ Leiters shall be
Srhject o the some Hotes of Postroeand general regulations

oy SSK*{)H’ Loy oty vorre "5’“[““‘”!‘(:'
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7. "Che Postmaster General shall veecive all postage
payable in the Colony and shall keep aceonnts of all cor-
respondence reecived and despatshed by him, with the
particulars of the Postage thereof, in suel mauner and form
as the Governor may from time to time diveet. The
acconnts of monioy payable lo the Imperial Postmnstor
General shall be kept distinet from the accounts of monics
payable to the Colonial Treasury.

The Postmaster General shall keep the accounts of
monics payable to the Imperial Postmaster General in such
fox_‘m and shall trausmit such monies in such manner as the
z:}xd Tmperial Postmaster General may from timo to (ime

irecet.

8. The Governor in Council may from time to tilae by
order determine the rates of postage to be charged upon all
correspoudence sent by post from the General Post Office
of the Colony, or reccived therein from placos outside the
Colony, and may revoke, alter, or add to any such order,
provided that no such order be inconsistent with any in-
structions transmitted from the Sceretary of State for the
Colonies or from the Imperial Postmaster General.

9. The Governor shall publish every such order by
Proclamation in the Gazelte ; and every order, when so
published, shall have the same cffeet as if it had been in-
serted in this Ordinnnce.  All suelh Orders in Council in
force at the time of passing of this Ordinance. are hereby

continued in force until duly revoked or altered by the .

Governor in Couneil.

10. The Governor may, subject to such instructions ag
aforesaid, from time to time make, alter, and repeal, in re-
lation to correspondence sent Ly post, such regulations as
he thinks fit for regulating times and modes of posting and
delivery, prepaymeunt, late fees, fines on unpaid correspond-
ence, the registry of correspondence, money orders, the sale
and aflixing of postage stamps, the dimensions, weights, and
contents of packets, and other such similar regulations as
the Governor from time to time thinks necessary for the
better execution of this Ordinance.

All such regulations as affect the public shall be approved
by the Governor in Council and published in the Gazette,
or in the Postal Guide published by tlic Postmaster General,
and shall have no cffect until so published.

11. Any question whether an article of correspondence
is a letter, or whether any publication is a newspaper or &
supplement,”or whether any packet is a book packet or
pattern or sample packet within the meaning of this Ordi-
nance, or'iof any order in Couneil, or regulations made
thereunder, shall be decided by the Postmaster General,
The Crovernor may, if he thinks fit, on the application of
any person interested, reverse or modify such decision, and
order accordingly. '

12. All correspondence which arrives in this Colony
fully paid according to the rates in force for the time being
shall be delivered or transmitted from the Post Office with-
out {urther charge.”

13. All letters received or sent by sailors or soldiers of
Her Majesty’s sea or land forces shall be charged with such
reduction in the rates of postage as is allowed to them by
any Act of the Tmperial Parliament. ‘

14.. Tho Governor may from time to time provide pro-
per postage stamps and proper dies and other imploments
for denoting, by adhesive stamps ov otherwise, the rutoes of
postage payable under this Ordinance, or any rcgulation
thereunder.

15. The Postmaster General may il neeessary open, and
i possible returt to the sender ¢ —

(1) Any corréspondence apon which the prepayment
ol postage 4 compulsory, and which eannot bo
L] .
sent unpaid by any other route, and upon which
the proper postage hias not been paid,

(2) Any correspodence which i retiwrned to the
enernl Post Oftice for want ol o proper nddress,
or Trom inability fo find the porson to whom it i3
addressed, ol whiels remains unclimed for ten
Lo s o lter beine advertised in the Gazefie.

R T T U

886,
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16. When any packet is delivered to tho Post Offico and  Pottage may
has thereby Lecome linble to postage, and evidenco is ad- packeta not
duced to the sntisfaction of the Postmaster Goneral that lotwsrsif st
such packet has been delivered to the Post Offico by mis- in mistaks.
take, the TPostmaster General may causo such packet to bo
opened in the presence of an officer in the Post Office, and

~may return the same without charge to the person inter-
ested ; unless such packet is found to contain any letter or
q‘mxmscnpt Iiable to postage ; in which case the Postmaster
General shall retain the packet until he is paid the full rato
of postage chargeable upon such letter or manuscript.

17. After any correspondence has been delivered to the  waresnts for
Post Office, no person employed by or under the Post Office  Smnfag-cor-
shall, except in the cases above mentioned, open the same  TPendence
or delay its transmission, or return the same to any poreoo,
or procure or suffer the same to be opened, delayed, ¢+ ra-
turned, unless he is authorised by express warrant in writin-
under the hand of the Governor, or the British Consul at
the port.

. Th.e Goycrnor, or the British Consul at the port, may at
his diseretion grant such warrants for opening or returning
any specified letter or other article of corrcspondence.-?

@ Despateh and Receipt of Mails.

1}8. Every master of a vessel shall, immediately on  petsery ot
arrival, and before reporting at the Harbour Office, deliver ™*

to the Post Office all letter bags and correspondence: on

board, except sueh as are exempt by law. Should such vessel

be put in quarantine the master shall deliver all such letter

bags and correspondence to any person authorised by the

Postmaster General to receive them, or may deliver them
to the Health Officer. . E

19. The Postmaster General shall pay to every master crtaittesto
of a vessel, not being a contract packet, a gratuity of two yees
cents for every letter, and one cent for every other article ™"
of correspondence delivered by him to the Post Office;

No gratuity shall be payable
(1) For a’sccond transmission of any correspondence ;

(2) On correspondence delivered to any Post Office to
be thence transmitted by contract packet ;

(8) On corféspondehcc the g;'aftxity on which is certi-
fied by the despatching office to have been paid.

(4) The gratuity payable on lotters transmitted between
" Hongkong, Canton, and Macao, in either direc-
tion, shall be on# cent only, -« o

20. The Postmaster Géneral may pay like gratuities to-  Grataittesto
any master of n vessel leaving Hongkong on overy article Vessis
of correspondence delivered to, such ~master from the Post "™
Office, or certificd by the Post Office of destination to have

been duly received from him.

21. ‘The powers of the Governor in Council as defined  natesot |
and regulated by sections 8 and 9 of this Ordipance, shall ratulty.
equally apply to tho rates of gratuity o be paid to ship
masters for tho dolivery of inails, wither genorally or in
particular cascs. The gratuities fixed by any Order in
Council under this section shall not be less on the averagoe
than tho sumé otherwise required by this Ordinance to be
paid. : '

22. LEvory master of a vessel who receives such gratuitios Daraages for
or to whom such gratuitics have*been eredited in the ac- ot
counts of the Postmaster General shall tbe held to have
made a contract with the Postmaster General that, in con-
sideration of the gratuities so paid, he will duly deliver all -
letter bags and correspondenco recoived from the Post Offico
to the persons to whom the same are addressed imnediately
on his arrival in port, without wilful or avoidablo delay
and that if ho fail in any respect to perform his said contract
he will pay to tho Postmaster Genoral tho sum of five
hundred dollars as liquidated damages for the breach of his

said contract. -

23, Every person or firm proposing to despatch a vessel  romon
to any port or placo out of this Colony, excopting vessels &i"g‘f‘z‘: 3
plying daily or on fixed days to Macao or to places on the  notiee :;:gi

Canton River, shall, so soon as he has arranged tho time  Generar.
for the departure of such vessel, give the first intimation of
guch proposed departure to the Postmaster General, and
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shall, in like manner, intimate to the Postmaster General
any alteration in the day or hour of departure of the said
vessel, and the Postmaster General shall, on receiving such
intimation, give notice ‘to the public of the day and hour
for closing the mails, if any are to be made up for trans-
mission by such vessel. |
Every alteration of the hour of departure of any vessel
plying daily or on fixed days to Macao or to places on the
Canton River, shall, in like manner, be intimated to the

Postmaster General by the person despatching such vessel,

%‘t{a“&“ 4. The Postmaster General, or any officer of the Post

. Office authorised by him, may attend on board any vessel,

-and may receive all fully prepaid correspondence which is

brought on board up to the time of departure to be trans-
mitted by such vessel. ‘

The master of every such vessel shall give all proper
facilities to such officer of the Post Office to enable him to
discharge his duties and to make up such mails, and to leave
the vessel on her departure. '

- If there be no officer of the Post Office in attendance on
board any vessel, the master of such vessel may receive all
correspondence which is brought on board to him fully pre-
paid by the postage stamps of the Colony ; and shall deliver
the same at the Post Office on arrival at his destination.

2B. The master of every vessel shall receive on board all
mail bags and correspondence tendered to him by the Post-
master General for transmission and shall sign a receipt for
the same. The owner or agent of any vessel who refuses
to allow any mail to be put on board of or transmitted by

such vessel shall be deemed guilty of an offence against
- this Ordinance. '

Oﬁ'encas.

28. Offences against this Ordinance shall be considered
to be.

(1.) Any infringement of the exclusive Iﬁrivilege of
the Postmaster General.

(2.) Refusal, neglect, or omission to.do any act com-
manded by this Ordinance. '

(3.) Refusal to permit, or obstruction of any such act.
(4.) The doing of any act forbidden by this Ordinance.

For every offence against this Ordinance for which no
specific penalty is provided the offender shall be liable, on
summary conviction before a*Magistrate to a penalty not
exceeding five hundred dollars, or {o imprisonment with or

withont hard labour for any period not exceeding six
months. S :

&

Stesling letter 9% The following acts shall be deemed felonies :—
bags, forging . : :
Srher Tolontes. Stealing, embezzling, secreting, or destroying any cor-

respondenco by a person employed by or under
the Post Office. ) )

Stealing fronior out of any correspondence any chattel,
money, or valuable sccurity.

Stealing or unlawfully taﬁ:ing away- a letter bag, or
stealing or unlawfully taking any correspondence
from or out of a letter bag, or unlawfully
opening a letter bag.

Stealing any:correspondence from'a letter bag, or from
a Post Office, or from*an officer of the Post Office.

Forging, altering, or imitating, or assisting in forging,
altering, or imitating any postago stamp issued
under this Ordinance. :

Using, offering, uttering, disposing of, or putting off
any forged, altered, or imitated postage stamp ns
aforesaid, knowing the same to be forged, altered,
or imitated.

Every person'who is convicted of any felony mentioned
in this section shall be liable, at the discretion of tho Court,
to bo kept in penal scrvitude for any term not cxceeding
soven years and not less than three years, or to be impri-
soned for any term pot cxcceding two years with or with-
out hard labour.
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28, The iollowing ncts shall bo deemod misdemen- — Opening cor-

. reapondencs
nours — : and other mig-
demcanours,

Oponing or suffering or procuring to be opencd, or de-
taining or delaying, or procuring or suffering to
be detained or delayed any corrospondence with-
out lawful authority or excuse; or wilfully doli-
vering any correspondenco to any person other

than the person to whom the same ought to be
delivered..

Fraudulently obtaining from any person employed by
or under the Post Office, or fraudulently detnining
or wilfully seereting, keeping, or detaining any
letter bag, or any correspondence which ought to
have been delivered to any person. '

Fraudulently removing any postage stamp f{roin unv
correspondence, or wilfully removing from au,
postage stamp any mark that has been made
thereon at any Post Office, or knowingly using or
putting off any postage stamp from which any
such mark has been removed, making, knowingly
uitering, dealing in, seolling, knowingly using for
any postal purpose, or having in possession with-
out lawful excuse any fictitious- postage stamp,
‘not being a postage stamp issued under this Ordi-
nanese, or making, or having in possession without
lawful éxcuse any die, plate, instrument or mate-
rials for making any such fictitious postage stamp.
Any such stamp, die, plate, instrument, or mate-
rials found in the possession of any person in con-

travention of this section may be seized and shall
be forfeited. '

Every person who is convicted of any misdemeanour
mentioned in this section shall be liable, at the discretion
of the Court, to be imprisoned for any term not exceeding
two years with or without hard labour. '

90. The sections of the Larceny Ordinance (No. 7 of  necoiving
1865) relating to receiving stolen goods, that is to say, pondence.
sections 75 to 82 both inclusive, shall apply to felonies and
misdemeanours committed under this' Ordinancz ; and for

" that purpose, the expression this Ordinance, when used in
the said sections, shall be taken to include the present
Ordinance. -

'80. In any procoedings against any person for any  Allesationsto

offence committed against this Ordinanco, in respect of any  proceodings.
-letter bag or correspondence, it shall be sufficient to allege

such letter bag or correspondence to be the property of the
Postmaster General without mentioning his name, and in

any such proceedings against any person cmployed by or

under the Post Office, it shall be sufficient to allege that

such porson was cmployed by or under tho Post Office,

withont stating further the nature or particulars of his em-

ployment.
31, All pecuniary ponalties for offences against this — Tenaitiosme
‘Ordinance may be recovered in a summary way beforo a — asmummey

: . ° way within
‘Magistrate, but proceedings for the recovery of such penal-  oneyear.

ties shall be commenced within one year after tho offenco
" was committed. :

.39, Ordinances No. 12°0f 1884 and No. 11 of 1885 aro"  Repesl.
‘hereby ropealed, but such repenl shall not affect anything
“lawfully done or commenced to be done thereunder.

/38, This Ordinance shall take effect on a day to bo pro-  Supendiog
olaimed by the Govornor. t

R




