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SupreME COURT,
24th November, 1879.
Summary of cases tried at the Supreme Court

during the Criminal Sessions which commenced
on the 18th day of October, 1879.

Tang A-lam of San-on, baker, aged thirty-two
years, pleaded guilty to breaking and entering the
Dwelling House of Kwok A-yow, at Y au-ma-ti,
and stealing therefrom $32 and certain pieces of
clothing. This prisoner admitted that he had
been three times previously convicted, he was
therefore sentenced to seven years’ penal servi-
tude.

Lam A-wa of Kwai-shin, carpenter, aged
thirty-three years, was found guilty of having, with
two others not arrested, assaulted and wounded
one Wong Yau-hing, on the road between
Aberdeen and Victoria, and of having stolen from
him certain articles of clothing. The prisoner
was sentenced to two years’ imprisonment with

hard labour.

Ch‘an A-shing of Tung-kun, street coolie, aged
twenty-four years, was found guilty of having, to-
gether with another man not arrested, assaulted
one Yéung Hi-shing, on the Praya, and of hav-
ing stolen from him Tls. 1.4.9 in broken silver.
This prisoner was found to have been three times
previously convicted ; he was sentenced to five
years’ penal servitude. ~

Léung A-yau of Canton, coolie, aged twenty
years, was found guilty of having entered the
* house of Lo Po-yau, at Yau-ma-ti, at 4 o’clock
in the morning of the 14th September, and of
having stolen therefrom a box and certain arti-
cles of clothing. ~ The prisoner was sentenced to
two years’ imprisonment with hard labour.

Tang A-tim of Kwai-shin, coolie, aged thirty-
six years, was found guilty of having unlaw-
fully taken away a boy named Fong Kwong-yau,
aged four years, 1st with intent to deprive Fong
A-kau, the father, of the possession of the boy,
9nd with intent to sell the boy, and 3rd with
intent to procure a ransom for his liberation.
The prisoner had been living at Shek t‘ong-tsui,
in the house of the father of the child, and being
out of work, had latterly been entirely supported
by him. He took advantage of the father’s
absence on one occasion to steal the child, who
had been left in his charge and left him in a
house at T¢4i-p‘ing-shén. The prisoner was sen-

tenced to two years’ imprisonment with hard -

labour, and to be kept in solitary configement
for a period of one week in every two months of
the said imprisonment.
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Ch‘an A-chit of Tung-kin, widow, aged sixty-
seven years, was found guilty of detaining a fe-
male child named A-chéung, 1st with intent to
sell ber, and 2nd with intent to deprive Chau
A-luk, the father of her possession. Another
woman named Yéung A-sdm had been committed
for trial, for having been concerned ' with the
prisoner in the sale of the girl, but had died since
her committal. The prisoner had obtained the
girl from a clansman of her mother, and had sold
her to Yéung A-sém for $64. The prisoner was
sentenced to two years’ imprisonment with hard
labour, and to be kept in solitary confinement
for a period of one week in every two months of
the said imprisonment. Before passing sentence
in this case, the Chief Justice referred to a_Peti-
tion, which had been presented to His Excellency
the Governor, by certain of the Chinese Commu-
nity of Hongkong, praying that the custom
amongst Chinese, of buying and selling children
should not be prohibited. His Lordship alluded

articularly to a statement hy the Petitioners,
that the drowning of female infants was also a
custom amongst Chinese, and warned the Chinese
Community, that no Proclamation had or could
legalise in Hongkong this custom no more than
that of buying and selling children, and that the
Judge of an English Court would have no alter-
native, but to sentence a person convicted of
infanticide to be hung. ‘

W. H. Mossop,
‘Acting Deputy Registrar.,
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No. 200.
GOVERNMENT NOTIFICATION.
Notice is hereby given that, after the next
Chinese New Year Holiddys, a fee of one dollar
each will be payable monthly, in advance, by all
the Scholars atténding the Government Central
School. :
By Command,
W. H. Margh,
Colonial Secretary.
Colonial Secretary’s Office,
Hongkong, 3rd October, 1879.

No. 229.
GOVERNMENT NOTIFICATION.

His Excellency the Governor in Council has
been pleased to direct that the existing valuation
of Tenements in Kowloon with the exception of
the Villages, Yau-mé-ti, Téi-kok-tsui and Hung
hom shall stand for the year 1880.

By Command,
W. H. MarsH,
Colonial Secretary.
Colonial Secretary’s Office,
Hongkong, 18th November, 1879.
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