e

Bubliishey b FutHisrity,

No. 42. VICTORIA, SATURDAY, 17ra OCTOBER, 1863. Vor. X.

No. 113.
o GOVERNMENT NOTIFICATION. o )

The following Communication from the Shakespeare Committee in London is published, as a
preliminary measure, for general information. . . .

Any gentlemen desirous of forwarding the great National object which the Committee have in
view will receive such assistance as this Government can afford, by obliging by communicating with
the Undersigned.

W. H. ALEXANDER,
Acting Colonial Secretary.

By Order of the Acting Governor,

Colonial Secretary’s Office, Hongkong, 16th October, 1863. ‘

CommiTTEE Room, 120, ParL Mavri, Lonpox,
August, 1863.
Sir,

We do ourselves the honour of calling your Excellency’s attention to the accompanying Resolution of the Shakespeare
Committee,* inviting your co-operation in making known to Her Majesty’s subjects within your Province the intention to
celebrate next year the Three Hundredth Birthday of Shakespeare, in a manner worthy of the poet and of the poet’s
countrymen. : i

. ft; is felt by the Noblemen and Gentlemen composing the Shakespeare Committee that all Her Majesty’s subjects who
speak the language of Shakespeare must regard with interest the proposal to commemorate his birth, by the erection of a
monument in a conspicuous part of London. It may not be possible for many of those who reside in distant parts of the
British dominions to assist personally on the 23rd of April, 136, in laying the Foundation Stone of the proposed National
Memorial. Nevertheless, as many thousands so circumstanced must desire to contribute towards such an undertaking, it is
hoped they may be afforded a suitable opportunity of doing so. '

The Committee have therefore icstructed us to communicate with the Representatives of the Crown in the various
British Colonies, and to request their good offices in making the object of this application widely known.

The people of England have had so many recent and gratifying proofs of the strong sympathy which unites them to
their Colonial brethren in all matters of national interest, that we anticipate a hearty and early response to this invitation on
the part of your Council and of the community the administration of whose affairs has been entrusted to your Excellency.

We feel that it would be presumptuous in us to offer any special suggestions as to the most effective mode of bringing
the subject before the people of the Colony. The proper authorities there can alone fitly decide such local details. We may,
however, state that it 1s confidently expected that this movement will ere long be honcured by Her Majesty’s immediate

atronage, and by the Presidency of His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales. When the list of distinguished Vice-
residents, Officers, and Members of the Committee is completed, we shall have much pleasure in transmitting it. We have
further to request that your Excellency will allow your name to be added to the list of the National Shakespeare Committee.

In the meantime, we may state thac contributions towards the Shakespeare Memorial should be remitted to Messrs.
Courrs & Co., Bankers, London.

We shall also be most happy to pay every attention to any communication with which your Excellency may favour us
on the subject of this lettér.

We have tie honour to be,

Sir,
Your Excellency’s faithful Servants,
’ (Signed) CHARLES NICHOLSON.
’ RICHARD GRAVES MacDONNELL.

* ¢ Proposed by STR RICHARD MACDONNELL, C.B., seconded by THoMAs WrIGHT, Esq.,—That the Governors of Her Majesty’s Colonies and
Indian Possessions be invited to make known the objects of this Committee within their respective Provinces, and to enlist the sympathy and support of
Her Majesty’s subjects throughout the British Dependencies in aid of the erection of the contemplated National Shakespearian Monument.”

His Exceriency Sik HERCULES G. R. ROBINSON,
Governor, §c., &c.
Iongkong.
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