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HONGKONG. - -

ANNO VICESIMO SEXTO VICTORIA REGINZE.
No. 5 of 1863.

By His Excellency Wirriam Tromas MERCER, Lisquire, Acting Governor and
Commander-in-Chief of the Colony of Hongkong and its Dependencies, and Vige.
Admiral of the sume, with the Advice of the Legislative Council of Hongkong.

W. T. MERCER. o _

Title. An Ordinance for the better assessing and collecting the Police and Lighting Rates withiy
the Colony of Hongkong.

[16th June, 1863.]

Preamble. Whereas the collection of Police and Lizhting Rates assessed upon the Occupiers
of Tenements in this Colony is difficult and frequently impracticable, and it is expedient
to make better provision for the rating of such Tenements, and for the collection of
such Rates: Be it therefore enacted by His Excellency the Acting Governor by and
with the advice of the Legislative Council as follows:—

Ordinance No. 2 of I. Ordinance No. 2 of 1845, Ordinance No. 3 of 18351, Section 1 of Ordinance
1845, Ordinance No.

3 of 1851, Section 1 No. 11 of 1856, and Ordinance No. 8 of 1857, shall be and the same hereby are
of Ondimance No. 1 respectively repealed, except as to any Operation already cftected by, or Act done
of 18506, ¢ di- . . bt . . . . e g eye
uance No. 8 of 1857, under-any or either of such Ordinances, or as to any right, title, obligation or Liability
repealed, exeept, &¢- gequired or accrued thereunder.

o, Fersons ncting un- IL. All Persons heretofore appointed or acting under the said Ordinances shall,
er said Ordinances.to . . R . . Wy . "
comtinue to diccharee and they are hereby auth.orlzed and required, notwithstanding the passing of this Ordi-
duties ' tiil otherwise nayee, to continue to dischorge and execute their several duties and offices for the

directed. . y . S . . . . .
purpose of carrying this Ordinance into execution, withcut any further or other appoint-
ment thereto until the Governor shall otherwise direct.

Governor may ap- ITI. Upon the death, resignation or removal of such Persons it shall be lawful for

oint. Persons to carry . . . . .

fhis Ordinance into the Governor from time to time to nominate and appoint other fit and proper Persons
exi cution, and allow £, the purpose of carrying this Ordinance into execution, and to allow them for the
them such remunera- ¢

tion as ke may deem performance of their duties, in that behalf, such remuneration as the Governor with the

reasoniable. advice of the Executive Council shall direct, and some one or more of the Persons so
appointed as aforesaid shall at such times and in such manner as hereinatter provided
make or cause to be made a Valuation of the Tenements in this Colony or such Dart
thereof as the Governor with the advice of the Council aforesaid may at any time direct
and appoint. '
Valuation to he made IV. Such Vaiuation shall be made at any time between the First dav of August
between the 1st day of N Lo

August and 15tk day and the Fifteenth day of November both inclusive in each year unless the Governor,
of November in ench with the Advice of the Exccuiive Council, should deem it expedient to permit any
notify that then exist- €Xisting Valuation to stand and be adopted wholly or in part for the year then next
;ﬁfm,“;?{;;;‘;;g’;m‘;a;g succeeding, in which case due notice of his intention shall between the days aforesaid
' be given in the Government Gazette; Provided always tltat such Valuation whether
adepted wholly or in part only shall for the purposes of Appeal be considered as a

new Valuation. ' :

m’\c:‘l::rtxor:f msyoi: V. It shall be lawful for any Person continued or appointed under this Ordinance
dinanee requirs Ocen- 10 Tequire the Owner or Occupier of any Tenement to furnish him with such particulars
pieror Owner to fur- g5 are set forth in Form I in the Schedule hereunto annexed, and from time to time to
"o nnual Valwe enter into and upon such Tenement for the purpose of making any Valuation authorized
ok Tenement and [y this Qrdinance; Provided always that in every case in which it shall be necessary for
’ any such Person to enter any Tenement, and when the Owner or Occupier thereof shall
oppose or refuse to allow such entry, such Person shall give One Day’s notice to the

Owner or Occupier of such Tenement requiring to be permitted to enter the same and

at any reasonable time after the expiration of such Notice it shall be lawful to make such

entry, such Person doing as little damage as may be in the execution of the powers hereby

_ Penalty for prevent- granted ; Provided also that in every case in which such Owner or Occupier shall refuse
g onch entry nre-or fail to furnish such particulars for the space of One Week from the Day on which he
rect partienlars.  shall have been required so to Go or shall knowingly furnish false or incorrect, particulars,
or shall after the expiration of the Notice aforesaid hinder obstruct or prevent any Person

. continued or appointed under this Ordinance feom entering or inspecting any such
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cnt he shall be liable on conviction before a Stipendiary Magistrate to a penalty
eceding One Hundred Dollars. :

-
Tenent
ot €XC .
vI. In every Valuation to be made under the provisions of this Ordinance the Aunual value now
Person €0 appointed to make such __Valuu'tion as aforesald shall cause _every Tencment ' be ascertained.

1o be se;‘_)amtely va.lued and such Valuat%on shall be made upon an estimate of the gross

Jonual Rent at which such'Tcnement might reasonably be expected to let from Year

w Year. The V.alue of a ‘I‘encment so cstimated sha]l not include the value of any

\{achinery contained therein. R

VIL. In making out the Lists or Tubles of Valuation hercinafter mentioned the , Valuator to dis.
valuator shall distinguish all Religious Edifices, Hospitals, Cemneterics and Tenements %ﬁ:‘?,"gf: o oeligious
or portions of the sane of a public nature or used for (_}l.mmt..able purposes or for the public nature or used
Jurposes of Science, . th@mt_ure or FIII.C Arts as specﬂled. in an Apt of the Imperial poses, &e., which shall
"’.Jrliament made and passed in the Session thereof holden in the Sixth and Seventh be exempted from As-
y cars of the Reign of Her present Majesty, Chapter Thirty-six, and the value of the o
saine shall be deducted from the gross amount of the Valuation of the Tenements com-
rised in such Lists or Tables, and all such Edifices, Hospitals and Ceneteries and all
«uch Tenements or portions of the same so distinguished and deducted shall for the
purposes of this Ordinance be deemed exempt from all Assessment whatever so long as
they shall continue to be exclusively of a Religious or public nature, or used exclusi-
vely for the purposes aforesaid.

VIIL. At a period of not less than Fourteen Days preceding the time fixed for, Notice of Valuution
appeal as hercinafter provided, it shall be the duty of the Persons so appointed to make o decupior and of the
«ich Valuation to leave or cause to be left with the Occupicir of the Tenement soamount thercof.
valued or with some Person resident thercin a Notice in writing of such Valuation
having been made and of the amount thercof; Provided always that non-compliance with
this enactment by such Persons shail not have the effect of invalidating the Valuation
of such Tenement or of relieving the party liable from payment of the rate or assess-
ment in respect thereof.

1X. When and as soon as the Valuation of the Tenements so directed to be made  Lists of Valuation
as aforesaid shall be completed, the Person so appointed to make such Valuation shall jjyfcomdieies to be
prepare and make out a List or Table of the several Tencients so valued and of theirat the foot of whieh
respective Valuations and shall lay the same before the Governor and shall at the £00b fetmiy “apneribed
of such List or Table make and subscribe in the preseuce of the Governor or Colonialsume eontains an ac-
Seeretary a Declaration to the effect that the same confains a true account of all Valu- el St o
ations made by such Person and that the said List or Table is to the best of his know- pects correct.
ledge and belief correct in all cther particulars. .

X. The Governor shall cause to be deposited with some Person such List or Table  List or Copy to e
or an examined Copy thereof, and notice of the place where the sume may be inspected deposited :fllt,h,blc'::?é‘r
shall be published i the Government Gazette, and any Person in whose custody such ofa Tenement to in-
List or Table or Copy thereof may be shall at any reasonable time within Fourteen spoet sueh Listor Ta-
Days from the publication of such Notice permit every Owner or Occupier of a Tenement
included therein to inspect the same and take any extracts therefrom without payment
of any fee or reward in that behalf.

. *

XI. If any Person shall think himself aggrieved by such List or Table on the Parties allowed to
ground that such List or Table includes any Tenement for which he is not rateabie appoal ‘agaist such
under this Ordinance, or that it places his rateable Tenement beyoud its full and faiv Qourt of  Summary
annual value, or that any Person is omitted out of such List or Table, or that the Te-’ urisdietion.
nement of any Person is inserted therein below its full and fair annual value, the Person
*0 agorieved may within Fourteen Days after the publication of snch List or Table
appeal to the Court of Swmmary Jurisdiction, provided that the Person so in-
tending to appeal shall give to the Valuator a notice in writing of such appeal and of
‘3‘0 cause and matter thercof Seven clear Days at the least before the holding of the
Court at which such appeal is to be heard, and in case such Person shall appeal on the
#round that any Person is omitted out of the said List or Table, or that the Tenement
Ult any Person is inserted thercin below its full and fair annual value, the Appellant
vallnot only give such Notice of appeal to the Valuator but shall also give a like
:‘}:UC)O of appeal to the Person so intcrested in the event of such appeal as aforesaid and

¢ Person so interested shall, if he shall desire it, be heard upon the appeal, and the
udee upon due proof of the Netice having been given shall hear and determine the
f'f:tt‘tm' of the appeal in a sunmary manner, and shall make such ovder therein with or
“whout costs o either Party as the said Judge shall think proper, and in caxe the said
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Judge shall think the Appellant entitled to relief he shall order the said List or Tab),
to be amended in such mauner as may be necessary for giving him relief, and in case
he shall have appealed on the ground that the Tenement of any Person is valued beloy
its full and fair annual value the Judge may order the amount at which such PPerson iq
rated in the Valuation to be altered in such manner as he shall deem just, and the
proper Officer of the Court chall in each of the cases aforesaid forthwith amend the saiq
List or Table accordingly, but the said List or Table shall not be invalidated or altereq
with respect to any other Persons named therein, and the determination of the said
Court shall be final and conclusive. :

Governor with ad-  XII. After the time so fixed for appeal shall have expired, it shall be lawful for
:'igﬁnciff (xecntte the Governor by and with the advice of the Executive Council to assess all Owners or
owners or Oceupiers Occupiers of Tenements as hercinafter provided according to the said List or Table or
o rater. and Light- = 3ed List or Table in the sums necessary to be levied for the purposes of this Or.

dinance, and the rate of assessment so fixed shall be published in the Government Gazette:
Provided always that such assessment shall be imposed as from the First Day of January
in any one Year the First day of January in the Year then next succeeding, and
shall not in any Year exceed a rate equal to the Expenses of the Police Establishment
for such Year so far as relates to the Police Assessinent, or a rate equal to One-and-a-
half per cent upon the gross amount of the Valuation of the Tenements included in
the Police Assessment for the current” Year so far as relates to the Lighting Assessment,
and such Assessments shall for the purposes of this Ordinance be respectively called
«The Police Assessment” and “The Lighting Assessment.”

Rates and Assess- XIIL The said Rates or Assessments may be imposed and levied Yearly, Half.
;“0‘;2;5;,’1‘3“":,;,?%“{,; yearly, or Quarterly or at such other times as the Governor with the advice of the
payable. Executive Council may think fit, and shall be payable in advance at the Office of the
Colonial Treasurer at such times as the Governor with the advice of the said Council
may appoint, and at the meeting imposing the same the Governor with the advice

aforesaid shall appoint the Days on which such Rates or Assessments shall be payable.

Occupiers to pay XIV. The Assessments hercinbefore authorized to be imposed shall be levied upon
I;:igm‘;gfs Lighting 1,6 (ccupiers of Tenements, but deduction shall be allowed for any period during which
any Tenement shall not be let or occupied for Three Months or upwards in any Year,
and Owners who shall let for rent or hire Tenements for less than a Year shall them-
selves as well as the Occupiers be responsible for the said Assessment applicable to any
period less than a Year, and the same may be recovered from such Owner or from such
Occupier as may be deemed expedient: Provided ahways that nothing herein contained
shall prevent the said Assessment from being charged and chargeable on and recoverable
from the Owners of the Tenements in respect of which such Assessment shall, have
been made.

Agreements between XYV. Provided also that nothing herein containcd shall be taken to affect any
Landlord and Tenant Contract made or to be made between any Owner and Occupier of any Tenement in
respect of which it is or may be agreed that the Occupier shall pay and discharge all
Rates, Dues, and Sums of money payable in respect of such Tenement or to affect any

Contract whatsoever between Landlord and Tenant.

Recovery of Rates. XVI. If any Person assessed under this Ordinance or by this Ordinance rendered
Jiable to the payment of any Assessment shall refuse or neglect to pay the Assessment
hereinbefore authorized to be levied or any part thereof within Twenty-one Days after
such Assessment is declared payable by Public Notice given in that behalf in the
Government Gazette, it shall be lawful for the Colonial Treasurer or for some Person
appointed by him for that purpose to make application to the Court of Summary
Jurisdiction upon an Affidavit setting forth that the said Person has failed to pay suc
Assessment or some part thereof notwithstanding a printed Notice of the time afld
place at which the same has become payable has been delivered to, or left for him
at the Tenement in respect of which such Assessment is made, and the said Court shall
thereupon grant a summary Warrant for the recovery of the said Assessment or the
part thereof remaining unpaid with the legal interest thereon from the time when the
same shall have been declared payable together with the costs in each case incident b¥
law to the recovery thereof.

Ordinances to be XVII. This Ordinance, Ordinance No. 12 of 1860, and Ordinance No. 9 of 1862
construed together.  }a1] ho construed together and for all requisite purposes be deemed and taken as OM¢
Ordinance; and the ways and means for carrying the said lastmentioned two Ordinance
into effect shall be provided as prescribed by this Ordinance.
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N VIIL Notwithstanding anything in this Ordinance conpaincd it shall be lawful Iyi},’]‘;igi:;f;g;’“ out-
for the Governor Wl.th thp Ad'v‘ice of the .Executi.ve Council to m:der and direct that .
(e Dwner or Occupier of any len.mnent.sxtu-atcd in any part of this Colony other than.
aml except such part thereof as is crdinarily known and 1'ecog_mzqd as the City of
Victoria shall be assess.ed in respect of such Tenement at a certain fixed and specified
amount, such amount m no case to exceed the sum at which such Owner or Occupier
would have been liable under the Provisions hercinbefore contained, and in the evens
f the said amount not being paid when duly demanded the same shall be recoverable
i like manner as hereinbefore provided in respect of rates in arrear: Provided always
¢hat no such owner or occupier shall be assessed for the Lighting Assessment.
XIX. No misnomer or inaccurate Description of any Person, Place or Tenement Misnomers, &e., not
. . . .Y . . to affect the lxeeution
in any Document required for the purposes of this Ordinance, nor any mistake, infor- of this Ordinance.
mality or omission committed in any proceeding had hereunder shall invalidate or
.nyin'dice such Document or Proceeding or in anywise affect the execution of this
Updinance, provided only that such Person, Place or Tenement be designated in such
Pocument or Proceeding to common intent and understanding, and that such mistake,
informality or omission be not of such a nature as to prevent the requirements of this
Ordinance from being substantially and in effect complied with.
XX The Schedule to this Ordinance annexed shall be deemed and taken to be Schedule tobe part
' . S . . of Ordinance.
a part thereof, and the Forms therein contained or any other Forns to the like effect

may be used in the respective cases to which they are applicable.

XXI. The Word “Tenement” in this Ordinance shall be construed to include Interpretation Clause.
any House, Cottage, Shed, Apartment, Ground or Building, or House together with Land fenement.
annexed thereto and ordinarily occupied therewith as Garden or Pleasure-ground, all
Outbuildings, Stables, Warehouses, Yards and Offices belonging or contiguous to any
House and occupied therewith by one and the same Person or his Servants as one
entire concern or undivided tenancy or holding, or not so belonging contiguous or
occupied; the Word Owner” shall be construed to mean any Person receiving or Ovwaer.
claiming the Rent of any such Tenement for his own use, or receiving or claiming the
came for the use of any Corporation aggregate or of any Public Company or of any
Landlord or Lessor who shall be a minor, under coverture or insane, or for the use of
any Person who shall not be usually resident within this Colony; and the Word
“Person” shall be construed to include any Corporation or Public Company as well as Person.
any Individual unless there be something in the subject or context repugnant to such
construction. ‘

.

XXII. This Ordinance shall come into operation on the First Day of July next. O(jgmmencemcnt of
) . rdinance.

XXIIT. This Ordinance may be cited for all purposcs as “The Police and Lighting  Short Title.
Rate Ordinance, 1863.” '
£ , .

Passed the Legislative Council of Hongkong, this 16th Day of June, 1863.

L. D’ALMADA = CASTRO,
Clerk of Councils.

SCHEDULE TO WHICH THIS ORDINANCE REFERS. oo
FORM I
For the Assessment of the year 186
To ?wner or Occupier [as the case may be.]
o . :

] In pursuance of “The Police and Lighting Rate Ordinance, 18637 we require you to furnish
us with the particulars relating to this tenement in the manner specified in the document hereunto annexed,
and return the same to us at : within one week from the date hereof.

Dated this day of 186

Valuatois under < The Police and Lighting Rate Ordinance, 1863.”



NI S ST

168 THE IHONGKONG GOVERNMENT GAZETTE, 20r JUNE, 1863.

—l

For Assessment of the year 186 .

RETURN or HOUSES, BUILDINGS Axp LAXDS, ar ¥ THE CoLoNY oF lIoNGRONG OF wircn THE
UNDERSIGNED 18 OWXER.

-
o Description of Tene- g5
5 No, and  |ment: . . . 5: T If Let or Leased. Thel .
g De:cri' tion ol I- Whether Dwelling| Whether occujied ov 50 € period of the tenure, when
g Namne of L’lm}i‘ Lot House with Quthouses,ivacant. If the former, £=§ cntered upon,and whether|
B Street, Road n"hether Garden. &e., occupiedname and calling off 5 ¢ the Premises are kept in| Remarks
k] or Place. Marine or [therenith, or the Occupier, whether| £ Ex repair by the Owner, or| ’
= ! Inla‘u:d r 2. Warehouseorother!Owner or Lessee — 55 the Lessee at his own
8 * |building, &e., separate- 8%  leost. -
Zo' ly occupied. 2 :‘l’_‘é
SR
FORM II.
For the Assessment of the year 186
To .

Occupier of :

We hereby give you notice, under the Provisions of Section V of “The Police and Lighting Rate
Ordinance, 1863,” that it is our intention, one day after the service of this Notice, to enter upon the above
Tenement for the purpose of inspecting the same 50 as to enable us to fix the Valuation thereof for the
vear 186 . ’

Valuators appointed under “The Police and Lighting Rate Ordinance 1863.
Victoria, Hongkong, the 186 .

FORM IIIL
Police and Lighting Rate for the year 186  wunder Ordinance No. of 1863.

No.
To
or Occupier or Holder of the Tenement hereunder enumerated
at
Under the provisions of Section VITI of the said Ordinance the undersigned hereby inform you that the
Tenement specified in the statement given helow been valued to the Police and Lighting Rate

for the said year at the gross annual rental therein separately specified.

STATEMENT.

Number and Des-

Police and Light- |Registrar General's| ‘. ) Name of Street Description of Gross annual
ing Rate No. Y c:;p&grixcgfslfg:l;te{ft Road or Place.’ Tenement. Rental, Remarks.
v

Valuators under “The Police and Lighting Rate Ordinance, 1863.”



