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Ao 7 GOVERNMENT 'NOTIFICATION.
With reference to Government Notification, No. 109, of the 28th October, 1862, the following
additional Order in Council is published for general information. ' o
: By Order,
; W. H. ALEXANDER,
. : Acting Colonial Secretary.
Colonial Secretary’s Office, Hongkong, 12th March, 1863.

AT THE COURT AT OSBORNE HOUSE, ISLE OF WIGHT,
THE U1 DAY oF JaNuary, 18063.

- . PRESENT,
The QUEEN's Most Ercellent Majesty in Council.

Whereas by an Order in Council, dated, at Windsor, the thirtieth day of August, one thousand eight hundred and sixty-
two (reciting certain provisions of an Act, p.as§ed in the iit'ty-nint,h‘ vear ot'.the reign 'of His late Majesty King George the
Third, intituled “An Act to prevent the enlisting or engagement of Her )Lgesty’s Subjects to serve in Foreign Service, and
* the fitting out or equipping in Her Majesty’s dominions vessels for war.hke {;urposes, without Her Majesty’s license)”; Her
Majesty, by and with the advice of Her Privy Council, being desirous of ena ling Her subjects to engage in and enter the
paval and military service of the Emperor of Clina, was pleased to order, and it was thereby ordered, that from and after the
first day of Sepfcfmber then next, it should be lawful for Horatio Nelson Lay, one of Her Majesty’s subjects, and Sherard
Osborn; a Captain in Ier Majesty’s Navy, to enter into the military and naval service of the said Emperor, and to  accept any
commission, warrant, or other appointment under the said Emperor, and to accept any money, pay, or reward for their services,
and to fit out, equip, purchase, and acquive ships or vessels of war for the use of the said Emperor, and to engage and enlist
British subjects to enter the militury and naval service of the said Emperor. And it was thereby further ordered, that it should
be Luwful for every Dritish subject to enlist and enter himself, by engaging and enlisting himself with the said Horatio Nelson
Lav and Sherard Osborn, and no otlier person or persons whatsoever, in the military and naval service of the said Emperor,
1nd to serve the said Emperor in any military, warlike, or other operations, either by land, or by sea, and, for that purpose, to
¥0 to any place or places beyond the seus, and to accept any commission,h warrant, or other ﬂppqintm&lt from or under the said

nperor, and to accept any money, pay, or reward for his service: Provided always, that the license and permission thereby
riven should be in force only for the term of two years from the said first day of September then mnext, unless by Order in
Council, made in manner aforesaid, such period should be further extended ; .

And whereas Ier Majesty, by and with the advice of Ller Privy Council, is desirous of extending and enlarging the per-
wission and license contained in the said Order in Council, | :

Her Majesty is thercfore pleased to Order, and it is hereby Ordered, that, from and after the sixteenth day of December,
ene thousand eig"'ht hundred and sixty-two, it shall be lawful for all military officers in Her Majesty’s service to enter into the
military service of the said Bmperor, and to accept any commission, warrant, or other appointment under the said Emperor,
and 10 accept any money, pay, or reward for their services.
 And it is hereby ordered. that it shall be lawful for all officers in Her Majesty’s military service to serve the said Emperor
iy nilitary, warlike, or other operations, and for that purpose to go to any place or places beyond the seas, and to accept
34y commission, warrant, or other appeintment from or under the said Emperor, and to accept any money, pay, or reward for
ther services : Provided alwavs, that the license and permission Lereby given shall be in force only until the first day of
Peitember, one thousand cigﬁt hundred and sixty-four, unless by Order in Council, made m manner aforesaid, such period

s be turther extended. EDMUND HARRISON
VIDA N,

Nl 31,
GOVERNMENT NOTIFICATION.
The following Report of the Board of £ducation for 1862, is published for gencral information.
- By Order, :
W. H. ALEXANDER,
Acting Colonial Secretary.

>

Colonial Sceretary’s Cffice, H'ongkoug, 10th March, 1863.
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Hoxcexong, 11¢h February, 1863,

" 1. The Board of Education beg leave to present to Your Excellency the following Annual Report of the state of the
Government Free Day Schools in the Island of Hongkong.

2. The opportune arrival of Frederick Stewart, Esquire, M.A., immediately after the presentation of their last Annual
Report enabled the Board to tuke early measures for earrying out the scheme recommended by them in the year 1861. That
scheme, in addition to the previously existing general superintendence of all the Schoo's by an English Inspector, embraced
also the twofold object of establishing a Central School in Victoria under an English Iead Master in place of some three or
four smaller Schools in its neighbourhood ; and of introducing into the Central School thus constituted a higher order of
instruetion in the English language. ,

3. Mr. Stewart’s attention has been mainly directed to English instruedon in the Central School, and to visits of Super-
intendence to the other Schools in the City and the outlying Villages. e has also given a large portion of his time to the
study of the Chinese language as a necessary pre-requisite to the due fulfilment of his office. The manner in which he has
discharged his duties has given great satisfaction to the Board, and has fully justified the favorable judgment of their Right
Reverend Chairman in selecting him for the appointment. ‘

4. The number of Schools under the supervision of the Board amounted in the beginning of 1862 to twenty; which
number has been reduced to sixteen by the ahsorption of the Taipingshan, Shéong-wan and Chungwan Schools into the Central
School, and the abolition of a School 1 the Village of Tytam-took. '

5. The number of Scholars enrolled in the School-registers amounts to a total of 889, including 34 female Scholars in the
Girls’ School in Shéong-wan. From this total a considerable deduction must be made as to the number of actual attendants
in the Schools through the irregularity of the Scholars.

6. With respect to the generality of Village Schools, the Board regret that it is not in their power to report any just and
adequate appreciation by the people of the benevolent efforts of the Jocal Government in placing the means of an ordinar
Chinese education within their reach. The prevailing poverty of the parents, chictly engaged in fishing and agricultural
pursuits, and the consequent necessity of employing their children at an’early age in labour for their subsistence, operate as a
serious difficulty against securing a regular attendsnce. 'The low moral princip?e and careless indolence perceptible in most of
the native School-masters,—the existence of local intrigues and jealousies,—and the difiiculty of Mr. Stewart amid his other
duties in the Central School exercising an effective superintendence over the Schools in the more remote parts of the island,—
have also formed a great disadvantage in giving due effect to the measures of the Board.

7. The highly efficient condition of the Schools at West Point and Tanglungchow is sufficient to show the large number
of Scholars and the satisfactory educational results which may be ex}pected from the employment of competent Chinese School-
masters and a regulur system of visits from the English Superintendent. :

8. These varions considerations have therefore convinced the Board of the expediency of discontinuing for the present the
Government Schools in the Villages of Saiwun, Showkewan, Shek-"0 and Little Honekeng ; and of employing the pecuniary
means thus placed at their disposal in giving increased efliciency to the Schools in Victoria and its imniediate vicinity, thus
leaving only the two large and populous Villages of Stanley and Aberdeen among the distant stations with their present School-
establishment untouched.

9. With this object in view they would consider it a desirable arrangement that the existing School-houses in the four
above-named smaller Villages be handed over, under certain conditions, free of rent to the inhabitants, and that the Villagers
themselves be left at liberty (if so disposed) to elect and support their own School-masters. They are led to suppose that the
villagers may learn to set a higher value on the advantages of an education for which they have to make a payment; and that
a greater dependence of the master upon the favourable estimate of the people may excite greater exertions to promote the im-
provement of his pupils. '

10. The existence of three Hakha and two Punte Schools supported by the pavments of pupils and apparently in a tolera-
bly thriving condition, in close vicinity to the Government Schoo{)in Showkewan, which, although free of all charge, is nearly
destitute of Scholars, suggests grounds of expectation that the principle of self-support may in some Villages be made the
subject of hopeful experiment. ‘

11. A measure upon which the Board would lay great stress is that of rendering the situation of Government Sghool-
masters one of greater attraction to competent Chinese Scholars.  With this view they would be glad to possess the means of
giving increased stipends and holding out the prospect of further advancement to well-conducted and eflicient native teachers.

12. The Board anticipate advantage in this point of view from their recently-adopted special minute establishing a grada-
tion of rank and pay among the Chinese School-masters. Their minute comprised also the introduction of a system of primary
and secondary examinations in Chinese regulating the admission of pupils into the Chinese and English departments respectively
of the Central School.

13. In the prospect of enlarging the means of education in the Central School and extending to a larger proportion of
Chinese youths the eagerly-sought advantages of English instruction, the Board would again beg to call the attention of Your
Excellency to the overtasked energies of the Headmaster, and the necessity of engaging as soon as possible the services of an
Assistant-master from England. Native teachers labour under great disadvantages through tleir defective pronunciation of
English words and their universal ignorance of method or systemn in the management of clagses. Dy relieving Mr. Stewart of
the unfruitful work of distant visits to the Village Schools now proposed to be discontinued, they hope not only to leave him
more at liberty for superintending the Schools within easy reach, but also to enable him to give a more undivided amount of
Lis valuable labour and time to the duties of the Central School. :

In order to secure a greater efficiency in the working of the English department of the Central Sclicol the Board have to
rely mainly on the adoption of their recommendation for securing the services of a second English master.

On behalf of the Board, G. VICTORIA-
. VICT ,

Chairman.

To His Fxcellency W, T. MeRcER, Esquire,
Acting Gocernor of Honghong.
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