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New Semics. VICTORIA, SATURDAY, 11tz DECEMBER, 1858.  Vor. IV. No. 186.

. GOVERNMENT NOTIFICATION.
The Contract for publishing this Gazefts, entered into on the 24th September, 1853, was terminated on the 30th ultimo ; and notice is hereby
given, that a New Sgriss of this Gazette will be published hereafter, to commence from the 7th instant, uader a Mew Contract, and tha

“THE HONGKONG GOVERNMENT GAZETTE”

will, as betore, be the only Official Organ for PaocrLamations, NOTIFICATIONS, and PuBLic ParErs, of this Government,

By Order, . W. T. MERCER, Colonial Secretary.
Colonial Secretary’s Office, Victoria, Hongkong, 24 July, 1855. .

'VOTES AND PROCEEDINGS OF THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL
- OF HONGEKONG. -

No. 26 of 1858.
SATURDAY, 4th DECEMBER, 1858.

Tur HoxouraBLE THE AcTing GOVERNOR PRESIDING, AND ALL THE MEMBERS PRESENT,
EXCEPT THE CHIEF JUSTIOE, ABSENT ON JUDICIAL BUSINESS.

The Mecting of the Council which stood adjourned to Tuesday, the 16th November last, having been postponed »
till further notice, by order of His Excellency The Governor, the Council met to-day by Special Summons.

The Minutes of the Council held on the Ist November, were read and approved.

Mr Lyall moved, pursuant to Notice, that the Protest of the unofficial Members of the Legislative Couneil, against
the appointment of the Auditor General to.a seat in the Council, which has been forwarded to- the Secretary
of State for the Colonies, be read and recorded on the Minutes of the said Couneil.

Question put and passed ;—whereupon, Mr Lyall read the following Protest,— :

“We, the undersigned unofficial Members of the Legislative Council of Hongkong, desire to record our protest against the addition
by His Excellency Sir John Bowring, of another Official Member to the Legislative Council, by bis unexpected nomination of the
Auditor Geueral, Personally we can have no objection to the gentleman so appointed, whose abilities and official position might give
him a fair claim to a seat in the Council whenever a vacancy occurs by any one of those Officers, whose functions do not Decessarily
demand their presence in Council. «

“The grounds of our objection are, that, in contravention of what was understood to be a settled limitation of the number
of the Legislative Councillors at the re-organisation of the Council in 1857, Sir John Bowring has since caused to be added two
Official Members to a body, in which the official seats were already twice the number of the non-official ones. This disproportion
is now increased to Eight against Three, and what consequently might be considered as to a certain extent the exposition of the
opinions and wishes of this wealthy and influential Community, is altogether lost by this preponderance. -

“The history of the Legislative Council ‘will render it apparent, that it is not without strong reasons the undersigned feel com- -
pelled to intervene in this matter. Originally it consisted solely of the Governor and three or four Officers of the local government,
As this community increased in importance, it was deeméd advisable to add two un-official Members as the exponents of the wishes of
the Community, and the Counsellors of the Governor in Commercial and Local matters. On Sir John Bowring becoming Governor, the-
Legislative Council was presided over by the Lieutenant-Governor, and consisted of Six Members, four Officials including the President,
and two Non-officials, In 1855 a proposition was submitted to Mr Secretary Labouvchere, for enlarging the basis of the Legislative
Council, and introducing to it four additional Official and three Non-official Members, giviug a total of thirteen Members exclusive of the-
Governor. Mrc Labouchere dis:'i‘pproved of 50 great an enlargement, but sanctioned a moderate addition, which was given effect to by
the introduction of the Colonial Treasurer, the Chief Magistrate, and one of ourselves, the relative proportions being thus preserved~the-
Council then consisting of six Officers of Government, and three Members of the-Community. v ;

“ Sjr John Bowring has, however, since deemed it necessary to introduce the Surveyor General, (we believe by orders from home,)
and th uditor General to the Council, and has thus arrived at the number of Official Members, Eight—proposed by him, and dise
f by Mr Labouchere, whereas the Non-official element during the same period has been increased by only one ‘

¢ \do not, in thus protesting, wish to arrogate to ourselves any right to interfere with the exercise of the functions of the office
of Gover 7, but we deem it absolutely necessary that the decision of the %mperial Government as to the extent to which the Governor
can increise the official seats in the Legislative Council be distinctly made known. There are now eight such, and as there may’
possibly be more before the close of another year, it is our deliberate conviction, that it would be infinitely preferable there were no Non~
official Members, than that they should continue as at present component parts of a Council so constituted.

“We respectfully submic to the Right Honourable the Secretary of State for the Colonies, the following as the only practical
solution of the difficuliy caused by His Excellency the Governor: Iither the nomination of the Auditor General stiould remain in:
abeyance, until the original number of slx Official Members be returned to, by vacancies occurring; or the original proposition of Sir -
John Bowring as to*the number of Non-official Memb#rs should also be carried out. . :

(Signed,) | “J. JARDINE”
' . » “G. LYALL.”
: » _“J. DENT.”
“ Hongkong, 20th November, 1858.” ‘ 4 .
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Ordeved, that the said Protest be entered upon the Minutes.

The Chaiman of the Select Committee, which bad been appointed, on the 8th October last, to report the Conditiong
upon which the Colonial Government might properly take chargo of tho Post-Office at Hongkong, brought up’
the following Report,—

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL OF IIONGKONG.
EXxTRACT FROM VOTES AND PROCEEDINGS.
« I'riday 8th October.”

“The (overnor recommended that a Committee, consisting of the Acting Colonial Secretary and two non-Official Members of this
Couneil, should be appoiuted to report the conditions upon which the Colonial Government might properly take charge of the
Post Oilice at Hongkong. .

“ Whereupon, it was moved by the Chief Magistrate, and seconded by the Surveyor General, that Mr Jardine and Mr Lyall, with the
Acting Colonial Secretary, be appointed a Committee to veport the Conditions upon which the Colonial Government wight
properly take charge of the Post Office at Hongkong. :

# M Lyall objecting to his nomination on the ground that he had already served in the recent Caldwell Inquiry Commission, which had
absorbed much of his time j—

« It was moved by the Chief Magistrate, seconded by the Surveyor Gieneral, and unanimously agreed to,—that Mr Lyall be excused;
and that such Committes do consist of the Acting Colonial Secretary, Mr Jardine, and Mr Dent.”

.

)

Your Committes having met, pursuant to the above Resolution, on the 8th and 21st of October, and on the 1st ultimo, and having
had before them the correspondence enumerated in the margin®* which passed in 1855, between the Post-Master General in England
the Lords Commis<ioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, and the Colonial Department, with regard to the transfer of the Ilongkong Post-
Office from Imyperial to Loeal control.

Your Committee have now to report to Your Excellency and Council, that after a careful consideration of the ayrangement
proposcd, in July 1835, by the Post-Master General (Lord Canning), they are of opinion that the Government of Hongkong—upon
assuming the control of the Post-Otlice here—would ooly be entitled “ to One Penny, out of the uniform rute of Sixpence, pér Single
« Letter, which is now charged upon Colonial Correspordence fo and from the United Kingdom, and on the other hand thas this
« Colony would be required to bear all the expenses of its Post-Office, now defrayed by the General Post-Office in England.”

And your Connnittec have ascertained from the Acting Post-Master at Hongkong, that One Penny per Single Letter to and from
the United Kingdom, would only yield a Revenue of £816.11.9 per Annum, whereas the maintenance of the Post-Office amounts to
£3,505 per Anuum, shewing thereby a clear loss to the Colony of £2,688.8.3 if the proposal of the Post-Master General were enter-
tained. '

Under these circumstances, as stated above, your Committee have to certify to your Excellency and Council, against the proposed
transfer of the Post-Office at Hongkong from Imperial to Liocal control. .

But your Comuittee, anxious, if possible, to meet the views of the Home Authorities, would beg to- submit that the concessions
by the General Post Office in England, of

© (1) A One Penny rate to the Local Government on all Letters fo and from England.

(2. A One Penny rate on all Foreign Letters to and from Hongkong, passing through England.

(3.) - A One Peuny rate on all Lietters to'and from India by the Contract Mail Packets.

(4) Together with the abandonment to the Local Treasury of the full Postage on all Ship Letters, as well as on those tu and

from the Consular Ports; and. _

(5.) Of ull Fees on “Lute Letters.”

Your Committee have to remark that these concessions might haveinduced your Committee to report less unfavorably upen the
contemplated transfer. :

Your O sm-nittee would therefore suggest, that a Despatch embodying the above proposals be submicted, with tha concurrence of
Your Exceliency and Council, fur the consideration of the liome Government.

" In conclusion, your-Committee would beg to state for the information of Your Excellency and Council, that in arriving at these
opinions, every assistance and iuforina:ion they could desire has been afforded them by the Acting Post Master at Honglkong.

FRED. FORTII
J JARDINE. »
. ' : JOLIN DENT.
¥ 14th July, 17ch Octobor, and 27th August 1855

And tho rame having been read, and rocoived,

Tl Acting Governar put, tho Quostion, that tho maid Report bo ndopled by this Couneil,

Question put. urd passed, )

T'he Acting Governor stated, that he could not proceed to the second reading of tho Ordinance for the ereetion of
a-Public Way, along the Water Frontage of the Uity of Vietoria, (as was agreed upon at the last Mecting,)
for such reading would be in contravention of the 29th Clause of the Standing Orders and Rules for the Legis-
lative Council of Hongkong, which stands thus :—* When any Ordinance shall be proposed whereby vested
¢ rights and.interests of property will be unavoidably affected, due Notice shall be given to all Parties concerned
“bLy Notification in the Government Gaszette, One Month before the first realling of such Ordinance;
« and such Notification shall appear at least Three Times in the said Gazette ; and, before going into Committee
«on the said Ordinance, the same shall be published Three Times in the sald Gazette.”

Whercupon, it was unanimously resolved, that the Proceedings of this Council, of the 21st October and 1st
November last, in regard to the said Ordinance, be cancelled, and that consideration of the same he had at
the expiration of One Month from the present date. '

Tho following Notification was then unanimously agreed to, and ordered to be published in to-day’s Government
Gazetls s~ '

« GOVERNMENT NOTIFICATION. .

«Ttis hereby notified, that the Government Notification of 23d Oectober last, wherein was intimated the first reading of ¢ An

Ordinuce to provide for the erestion of a Public Way, along the Water Frontage of the City of Victoria,’ is cancelled by advice of

" the Legislative Council; and The Honourable The Acting Governor directs it to be made known to all concerned, that in conformity

with Clause XXIX of the Standing Orders under which the Council is ruled, (vide Grovernment Guzeste of I7th July last,) the said
Ordinance will be considered at the expiration of One Month from the present date.” -

“ By Order,”

} ¥ Clerk of Councils.”
« Council Chamber, Victoria, Honglrong, 4th December, 1858.” _
The Ordinance for defraying the Charges of the Colonial Government for the Year 185y, was read a second time,—
And the Council went into Committee upon the Estimates for the said Year.
The various items for the expense of the several Establishments werc agreed to. ~
It was moved by tht Colonial Seeretary, seconded by Mr Lyall, and carried unanimously,—That a Sum not exceed-
ing £5,000 Lo added to tho Istimates for the purpose of immediatcly carrying out engagements long since
~ entered into between the Government and certain Marine Lot-holders, for the completion of the Public Way in
course of construction in front of their respective Lots, and also for extending the said Works in front of the
Central Market. :
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~ SOVE u'al 1tems for Public Works were discusscd, and, on representation of the Surveyor General, it was agreed
that the final consideration of such Works be deferwd till the next Mcetmg of the Couneil.
- was resolved, that this Council do adjourn to Wednesday, the 8th: ‘instant, at 12 o'clock; and the Council

adjourned accordingly. |
WwW. CATNE,

Acting Governor.

tead and approved, this 8th Day of Deceniber, 1858.

L. D’Arnnapa E CasTRo,
" Clerk of Councils.

IIONGKONG.
A\INO VIGESIMO SECUNDO - VICTORIA] REGINAE.

No. 15 of 1858.

By ‘The Honourable Lieutenant-Colonel WiLLIAM CaiNE, Acting Governor and Commander-in-Chief A
:the Colony of Hongkong and its Dependencncs, and Vlce-Admn'al of the same, with the Adwce of the
.zislative Council of Hongkong.

An Ordinance to apply a Sum not exceeding Seventy-six Tltousand Pounds to the Publzc
Service of ¢ t/:e Year 1859.
[8th December, 1858.]

Whereas the Expenditure required for the Service of this Colony for the Year 1859, has been. Preamble.
<mated at the Sum of Seventy-five Thousand Nine Hundred and Eight Pounds, Five Shillings, and Five
“sce: Be it enacted and ordained by The Honourable The Acting Governor of Hongkong, with the
s dvice of the Legislative Council thereof, as follows :—
I A Sum not exceeding Seventy-slx ‘Thousand Pounds shall be and the same is hereby charged upou Estimates, 1859.
‘¢ Revenue of this Colony for the Service of the Year 1859, and the said Sum so charged shall be ex- =~ =~ :
.aded as hereinafter specified, that is to say :—

s CIVIL LESTABLISIIMENTS.— ' £ =

d.
: The Governor, . . . . . . . . 450 0 0
Lieutenant-Governor, . . . . . . . . 2,250 0 0
H Colonial Secretary, . . ... . e e e 0 3,298 6 8
& Colonial Treasurer, . . . . . e . . 1,905 o 0
4 Auditor General, . . . T L e . e . .. 1365 0 0
g Surveyor General, . . . . . e . .0 2520 v 0
i Clerk of Councils, . . . . . . . . 210 0 0
¥ Registrar General, . . . o . 2.642 0 0
H Harbour Master and Emlgmtlon Oﬁicer, . . . . . . 2022 10 0
3 JUDICIAL ESTABLISHMENT, . . . . . . - 6745 U 0
LECCLESIASTICAL do, . . . . .- . . 800 17 0
CHARITABLE ALLOWANCFS, . Lo . . T . . 100 0 O
EDUCATIONAL ESTABLISHMENT, ’ . . . . . 1,500 0 0
MEDICAL do., T " T T . 2,330 0 O
CHIEF MAGISTRATE, . .« T . - . . . . 3.304 10 O
POLICE, . « e . . . . . . 12,477 0 0
7 GAOLS, . . . 3,785 0 0
4 IPENSIONS, RE’ I‘IRED ALLOWANCES AND GRATUITIES . 100 0 O
1 MISCELLANEOUS SERVICES, .. . . . . 100 0 0
WORKS AND BUILDINGS, . . . e . . 20,790 12 0 .
ROADS, STREETS, AND BRIDGES . . . . . . 6,912 9 9
SPECIAL EXPENSES, &c., . . . o e . . . 300 0 0
£75,908 &5 B
II: That out of the Sum of Twenty Thousand Seven Hundred and Ninety Pounds and Twelve Special Appropria-
v .,Imos, so authorized as ui-rcsaid to be expended, during the Year 1859, on Works and Buildings, the "°“‘I’{§l“‘l‘?‘°f°"w°rks
m of Five Thousand Pounds shall be expended on certain Works already planned ander direction of the 324 Duildivgs.
*.rieyor General, for the purpose of carrying out engagements long since entered into between the Goveme.
it and certain Marine Lot-holders, for the completion of the Public Way in front of t.he Lower Bazaar
J Ceatral Market.

¢ ; ' o W. CAINE.

¥
H Passed the Legislative Council of Hongkong, : '
this 8th Day of December, 1858. : - ‘
L. D’ALmapa E CasTro, ‘
: Clerk of Councils.
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GOVERNMENT NOTIFICATION.

Tenders will be received at the Surveyor Generals Oﬁice, on or before Monday tho 20th instant, for the
“lermentioned Services, viz :—

- - No. 1.—For the Completion of the Repair and V\’xdomng of the Road from Bonham Road to Pokcfulum

-No. 2.—For the Repair and Completion of Road from Pokefulum to Aberdecn.

'No. 3.—For the Construction of Tanks at Glenealy, and Taipingshan ; also the Rate per Man per Day
for First-class Bricklayers, Stone—VIasons, and Coolies.

No. 4. —Construction of the Bowring Praya in front of the Central Market, &c.

No. 5.—Construction of certain Portions of the Bowring Praya in the Lowcr Bazaar.

Plans and Specifications may be seen, and any information obtained, at the Surveyor General’s Offico, between
-2 hours of 11 A.M. and 3 P.M.

€L LQuor,

Colonialeecretary’s Office, Victoria, Hongkong, 10th Dccomber, 1858.

W. T. MERCER,

Coloniul Secretary.
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