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GAZETTE EXTRAORDINARY.

NEW SERIES.

VICTORIA, FRIi)AY, 28t NOVEMBER, 1856.

Vor. IL No. 73%.

GOVERNMENT NOTIFICATION.

The Contract for publishing this Gazette, entered into on the 24th September, 1853, was terminated on the 30th ultimo ; and notice is hereb
given, that a NEw SERIES of this Gazetts will be published hereafter, to commence from the 7th instant, under a New Contract,and that - - -

«THE HONGEONG GOVERNMENT GAZETTE"

will, as before, be the only Official Organ for PRoCLAMATIONS, N

Célonial Secretary’s Office, Victoria, Hongkong, 24 July,

* By Order,
1855.

OTIFICATIONS, and PuBLio PaPEzs, of this Government,

W. T. MERCER, Colonial Secretary.

"His Excellency

Diplomatic Department.

Stz Jous Bowrine, H. B. M. Plenipotentiary, &c., &c., hereby publishes for general in-

“.rmation, such Correspondence as will exhibit the true character of the proceedings at Canton, and which bave

~ .

recessitated ‘the operations in which Her Majesty’s Naval Forces have been so triumphantly engaged.

By Order, )

Superintendency of Trade, Hongkong, 26th November,.1856.

W. WOODGATE.

Correspondence between Sir JouN BowRING, H. B. M. Plenipotentiary, and YER, Imperial Commissioner.

TRAA.\'SLATION FHOM THE CHINESE.

N.aifertion by MR Parkes, H.B.J. Consul at
Cantan, issued by order : for the removal of
wilsconceptions, by declaration of the truth,
1o the end that confidence may be restored to
the public mind., :

Inevery discussion there is a position which is
thé carreet one ) nor can # just conclusion upon
¢ mizrits of any question be arrived at, until the
s=raments on both sides shall have been heard.

t k2 ‘Governor. General, Ych, has been at great

pw'ux, ever sinee the approach of the British forces,.

vier coumand of the Admiral, H. BE. Sir M.
“eitar, to inflame the public mind by the cir-
- tion pf unfounded statements on the subject ;
124 it is 1o counteract the evil effect but too pro-
'y t e apprehended from these, that H.B.M.
"+ ipatentiary has instructed the Consul to issue
s Marfication of the plain truth to the gentry and
i~ ;i of the city and suburbs of Canton.
AtH-ngkong, being a British Colony, it is com-
11t for the owner of any vessel of any country,
+wa i shail have obtained the requisite security,
4 tuike application, through the proper official
« anaely, to the supreme authority for a-Colonial
V-zistér, Under this -the vessel hoists a British
¥+, and thie register once issued, she is re-
yerivd in all respects as a British vessel, while
t ¢ of board her become alike responsible to
vl control, and entitled to British protection.
“te conilitions of this colonial registration were
»unzgnicated some months ago to the Governor
t.erural by the: Minister Plenipotentiary, who is
v Gigvernor of the Colony, and a translation of
+« € Yuial Ordinance was enclosed to him in
i s Exéolleney's despatch -
3teanwlile, tha vessel duly
*ortored as abovy g g up to Canton in
* # ruriier part of October, information,itappears,
¢ riven to the authorities by a person who had
ton rableed by pirates at sea, that one of the de-
‘; i ti4 wag serving as a sailor on board the
{ ' Now, by the Treaty between England
«te Uhinay all authority over British vessels at
172 «! the Five Ports is vested in the Consuls.
* yreper course, therefore, if any question had
"«?‘?le against the Lorcha, #3 she was flying
sl ealours in the port of Canton,—beingone of
* Five,—would have been, to call on the British
*-+4l1o enquire into the case and take the ne-
1wy steps, Without any reference, however,
1 “# Cansul, a party of the local marine boarded
“ Vewil, tore down her ensign, @ei%d twelve

H

said to the Consul.

men who were on board, and carried them into
the city) )

The Consul, of course, as soon as he became
aware of this Qinolation of his jurisdiction) report-
ed it to his “superior, H. M. Plenipétentiary.
He at the same time made his complaint to H. E.
Yeh, as Imperial Commissioner, accompanying
his statement of the facts by a request that H. E.
would cause the seamen who had been carried
off from the vessel to be restored to her publicly ;
in order that due atonement might be made for
the affront that had been offered to his authority
as Consul, He added, that if it were still desirable
to examine the parties, he was prepared to con-
duct an enquiry with any officer of his own raank,
who might be deputed for the purpose

The Governor Genera] replied, that(the Lorcha
was not a foreign vessel] He sent back some of
the men, but nine of the twelve that had been
taken ; but these the Consul did not think it right
to receive ; and, under the instruction of the
Plenipotentiary, he now demanded, besides res-
toration of the whole number/a letter of apology
for their seizure, and assurance that nothing of
the kind should occur again;—to be given within
forty-eight hourg)- -The Plgnipotentiary himself
wrote to the Commissioner,’on the 12th October,
to the same effect, adding that, unless the required
satisfaction were accorded within the period
assigned, it would be left to the{ Naval Comman-
der-in-Chief to exact it.) Thiy letter reached
‘Canton on the 15th October, but was left without
answer for eight days. H. E. Yeh then sent a
reply, in which he repeated what he had already
To the requisition made by
the latter, he paid no more attention than before.

H. E. the Admiral, unwilling to resort to force
without due deliberation, waited from one day to
another, until the 21st Octobey, when the Consul,
under farther instructions fréf the Plenipoten-
tiary, addressed a last letter to the Imperial
Commissioner. He was now told, that unless he
conceded what had been asked for by six o’clock
in the evening of the following day, the naval
forces would act. At noon of the following day,
an officer of low rank was sent with the twelve
scamen to _the Consulate, with a message from
His Exceilency Yeh, that two of them were
criminals, and must be sent back to him imme-
diately, i .

The Consul, in reply, put in the hands of the
officer sent, twn extracts from his letters before
referved to, reciting the substance of his requisi-

tion, and the form in whick it was to be eomplied
with : namely, that the men, publicly removed
from the vessel, should be as publicly restored to
her, and that a Jetter of apalogy should be written.
At eight i e evening came another despatch
from H. E\ X eh, requestityg the Congul to inform

bim why his despatch of the morning had not been

acknowledged. g

It being thus apparent that farther protrac-
tion of the correspondencé would be of no advan-
tage to the settlement of the question at issue,
there remained no alternative but to place the
matter in the hands of the Admiral. His Excei-
lency, unwilling to inflict Wpnegessary ~ injury
upon the inlabitants, confined himself in the first
instance to the capture of some’of the forts
along the river ; this done, he directed the Con-
sul to warn the Governor General, that if he per-
sisted in refusing tdlisten to us, more serious
proceedings would be rendered inevitable, The
Governor General proposing nothing, the Ad-
miral proceeded to possess himself of the re-
maining forts along the Canton River. He then
breached the City wall, and blew up the Tsing
Hai Gate. : S o

Now, His Excellency has been brought to this
point by no iutention of his ¢wn ; be has been
simply driven onward by the determined obsti-
nacy, and extreme discourtesy, of the Ciovernor
General. The original claim advanced Was, com-
paratively speaking, of no great magnitudeé, Less
could not have been demanded than the formal

rendition of a erew unauthorizedly seized without -

reference to the Consul. To the high official of
a nation, with whom the rule and practice of
what is due from man to man are so important a
consideration, what could have been sa easy as
to acknoowledge an error committed, and to give
assurance that none such should be repeated

How widely different a course was pursued !

é}‘or several years past, the high authorities at |

anton have entrenched thcmselves in inpcces-

sibility to foreign officials, pleading always that .

the people are opposed to-.the admission of
foreigners within the wallg. It'has hence resulted
that discussions, which fight have been disposed
of in a single interview, have endured through

months of correspondence, aud this, too, without

any satisfactory, result. The present case comn-
mences with an Qnsult to our flag) that is to say,

an affront is put upon .our dignity as a State ;
this is followed by thé unauthorized seizure of

sailors subject 1o British control and protection § .
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2 The
we complatn. and our assertions are contradicted ;
no atteniion is paid to our application made, once

and again, for reasonable redress ; we are con-
strained to threaten force, and our meuaces are
similaely disregarded ; and last, after repeated
delays, we make some demonstration of our,
power, and the Governor General, Yeh, forget-
ting that our act is the consequence of his own

. olstinaey and discourtesy, proclaims to the peo-
pie that we are in league with the rebels, and sets
a price on our heads.

Would barbarism and ignorance have gone
the length of such a declaration ¥ Will the peo-
yle of China, knowing and practising the duty of
man to man, belicve the fact when it is told
them ¥

To conclude : this quarrel is not with the people ;

done by the people. (They have been caused by
the obstinacy and discourtesy of the chief autlo-
rity, and for any calamity that may result from
them, the chief authority is singly responsible
There is but one means of escape from it, and
this is in the hand of the chicf authority, who,
if he lose mo time in meeting our high authori-
ties, will be enabled, by arranging matters on a
satisfactory footing with them, to put an end to

P § " our proccedings have <\ot originated in anything
T

of like mistortune in the time to come.

Think how completely at our mercy are the
lives and property of the entire population of the
City 3 and with what facility, in one moment of
time, we could effect their utter destruction—a
terrible contingency ! You are told this in no
rpifit of boasting ; the power of our nation is too
well known to require that we should indulge in
self-glorification ; but simply because we have no
wish to see a long continuance of these hostilities,
so cruel to the feelings of the people, and so in-
juripus to their interests.

November 1st, 1856,

{
i
!
!
2 the existing peril, and to prevent the recugrence
}

Address of the TNHABITANTS OF THE WitOLE Crrv
10 his Ezceltency the Plenipotentiary of Great
Britain. (Similar address presented to Ad-
miral Sir Michael Seymour.)

Every question has its rights, every position its
contingencies of advantage and disadvantage.
We cannot refrain from stating those incidental
to the present one for the benefit of your Excel-
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' 5 lency’s nation.

We, the Cantonese, who have been born and
brought up in this place, some of us in the public
service, some of us in trade, whatever our voca-
tion, .have .each one all our property, our very
food .and raiment, in this City ; and to all of us,
hundreds of thousands i number,@he City is our
base and our foundatioxﬁ

Y our nation has tradéd at Canton for more than
a century, duriug which it may be sajd that, be-
tween you and ourselves, the Cantonesegthere have
been relations of friendship, and not of hostilit

The late affair of the Lorcha was a trifle—
it was no case for deep-seated animosity ;o great
offence that could not be forgotten. Yet you have
suddenly taken up arms, and for several days you
have been firing shell, until you have burned dwel-
lings, and destroyed people, in untold numbers.
It caonot be, either, told, how many old people,
infants, and fomales, have left their homes in af-
fliction. 1f your countrymen have not seen this,
they have surely heard, have they uot, that such
is the case? What offence has been committed
by the people of Canton that such calamity should
befal them? .

Again, it has come to our knowledge that you
are insisting on official peceptions within the city.
This is doubtless with a view to amicable rela-
tions ; but, when your only proceeding is to open a
fire upon us which destroys the peaple,—supposing
that you were to obtain admission into the Gity,
—still, the sons, brothers, and kindred of the pev-
ple whom you have burned out and kilied, will be

+ ready to lay down their lives to be avenged on
your countrymen, nor will the authorities be able
to prevent them. The authorities are able to ac-
cord you admission into the City, but they are not
able to assure to such of your countrymen as do
enter a perfect immunity from harm. I, then,
your countrymen were admitted, could you always
have a large force here for their protection 1 A
protecting force cannot remain here any great
Jenzth of time, and if death and wounds were to

. be the condition of your entering it, what beon

would admission into the City be, even were you
to obtain it?

There is another point :—although shell have
been flying against the City for several days,
burning buildings and destroying life, no fire has
been returned by the troops pthis is friendly and
conceding. It is enough to content you; and as
you resorted to hostilities for a small matter, so,
now,* for the sake of the peoples’ lives, you may
suspend them ; and considering what has been
achieved at the present stage of proceedings, there

* Now,~that 1s, baving now taken such smpie satis-
aciton. : .

_tion, from father to son, from grandsire to grand-

allow them to terminate. Why add another diffi-
culty to the existing one, and so cause an inter-
ruption of the friendly understanding betwecn
our countries? )

To conclude: it is not well to ttust one’s own
might too far, neither is it right to let a feud
g0 confirm itself, that it cannot be ended. ~There
is one 'poiut of which you lose sight : you do not
remember that our authoritics are subject to
prometion, translation, and similar changes of
office, which may remove them from Kwang-
Tung. In the twinkling of an eye its whole
establishment may be changed; but the native
trader has been here, generation after genera-

son, for hundreds and thousands of years, with-
out interruption of the line. Yon do not reflect
upon the distant fature,—that to inflict injury
on the Canton people is to make enemies of
thousands and millions of men,—that the longer
the feud endures, the decper rooted it will be,—
that the more protracted the struggle, the more
jmpetuous will be the zeal for it. It is in your
power to go the extreme length of injury that can
be inflicted. To resolve on this is truculently to
contemplate the extermination of every living
being in Canton—is to _contemplate the total
abandonment of its trade. What in that case
would be your gain? And if resolved to go this
length, how are you to dispose of the French, the
Americans, and other foreign nations §

This is the unanimous declaration, made with
sincerity and earnestness, of the Cantonese, We
submit it in the hope that your Excellency will
deign to consider it, and we respectfully present
our wishes for your Excellency’s peace and pros-

rity.

PeRepresentation made by the whole Population
of Canton. o
Translated by .

. TrHOMAS WADE,

Chinese Secretary),

Reply of H.B.M. PLENIPOTENTIARY fo the foregoing
Address, purporting to be from the whole Po-
pulation of the City of Canton.

Hosgxoxg, 10tk November, 1856.

His Excellency Sir Jorn Bowrine, Kt., &e.,
&c., has received an Address purporting to be
from the whole population of Canton, deprecating
a continuance of theoperations of the British naval
forces now beforé that city, and in particular,
vbjecting to the demand made by His Excellencyr
the Naval Commander-in-Chief, for unrestricted
intercourse between the Native and Foreign au-
thorities,

The operations in which the British navy are
engagad, have been rendered necessary by the
abstinacy and discourtesy of the Governor Gene-
ral Yeh. His executive having insulted the
British Aag, and seized persons subject to British
control and protection, he has withheld the repa-
ration required of him. To the present hour, he
has neither expressed regret for what was done,
nor has he promised that the like shall not be
done again. He has consequently compelled the
Admiral to proceed from one coercive measure
to another, and although every care has been
taken by His Excellency the Admiral to spare
the lives and property of the people, many doubt-
less have suffered much. The responsibility of
their suffering must be laid upon the Governor
General, and on him alone.

As to the admission of Foreigners into the City,
this is a Treaty right, undisputed at the rest of
the Ports. The Petitioners themselves do not
dispute it, for, say they, the authorities can
concede it.” Were it other than a Treaty right,
no such concession conld be made by the autho-
rities. Butthey add that,“ the authorities having
conceded it, cannot protect those who avail them-
selves of it against the people.” This is to entail

regarding the Treaty right. Detitioners will do
well at once to move lis Excelleney, with all
speed, to abandon this falsc and dangerous posi-
tion, If they neglect to make this appeal to him,
they will share not only the calamitous conse-
quences of his stubbornness, but, at the same
time, the serious responsibility of mot averting
these in due season. His Excellency has tested
the power with which he has to deal ; he must
hiave seen with what certainty that which is
threntened is aceomplished, Let Petitioners re-
flect, that more sudden and terrible things are yet
in its hand to do, and let them carnestly press
their chief authority to yield while it is yet time.

——

Reply of His Excellency Rear-Admiral Sin M.
Sermour, Nuval Commander-in-Chief, &o.,
&o., &o., to the same Address.

5th November, 1856,

His Excellency the Naval Commander-in-Chief,
has read with some surprise a paper, purporting
to be an Address from all the people of Canton,
in which it is stated, that serious injury has been
inflicted on the inhabitants during the last few
days, &¢., &ec.

There is no part of the City which the guns
cannot reach, and with the means at the disposal
ol the force, its utter destruction is perfectly
practicable at any moment, should such a mea-
sure appear necessary: let the people be well
assured of this. Still, nothing has hitherto been
aimed at but the official residences and public

buildings : the present misunderstanding being ~

‘due to no act of the people, but to the obstinacy
and discourtesy of the Imperial Commissioner
Yeh. This will be seen in the papers herewith
forwarded to the Petitioners, who are farther

recommended to lose no time in urging His -

Excellency Yeh to accede to the simple and rea-
sonable demands of the Commander-in-Chief.
All present danger will thus be averted, and the
future will be secured against any similar dis-
tarbance of the peace.

YEH, Imperial High Commissioner, &o., &c., &e.,
makes this communication to His Ex-
cellency Rear-Admiral Sir MicHAEL SEV-
mour, Nazal Commander-in-Chief, &e.,
&eo., §o.

Y have received your letter of yesterday,in
which, in acknowledging my communication of

the 5th instant, Your Excellency observes, “I

have nothing to add to what I have before written,
except that to observe with much regret that no
satisfactory result is to be anticipated from a pro-
tracted correspondence.”

This communication I have well considered,
and have now to remark, that the several replies
1 have made to your communications, have been
8o exceedingly clear and distinct, that Your Ex-
cellency, I conclude, must at an early stage of
these proceedings have understood all that I ad-
vanced. To resume, however : the rules which
should guide us in the transaction of the affairs of
our two nations, should be based upon divine prin-
ciples. By this course may we carry with us the
opinion of our fellow men, and not by resorting
to force at the mere inclination of either party.

1 should request Your Excellency to again

carefully examine gll my previous_comimunica- -

tions, and I avail of the opportunity to wish Your
Excellency prosperity, &e., &c.

Hien-fung, 6th Year, 10th moon, 10th day, (7th
November, 1856.)

Addressed to His Excellency Six MicnaEL Ser-

mour, K.C.B,, &c., &c., &c., Naval Comman- .

der-in-Chief.
True Translation,

(Signed)  Hamry S. ParkEs.

on Foreigoers the ity of teaching the people,
that if interfered with by any one in the exercise
of a right conceded by the Government, they can
protect themselves. The interests of commerce,
which, according to the petition, are to be so
seriously prejudiced by the enforcement of this
claim, must derive their main security from a
faithful observance of Treaty provisions. It is
by the violation of these alone that they are in
risk of being jeopardized. These interests are
indeed most important, but they are not so dear
to the British nation as its honour, nor is a British
Minister at liberty to give them precedence where
the national honour is involved. ¢
Petitioners have been misled on this oceasion.
To prevent the recurrence of small misunder-
standings, which experience shews may grow to
scrious consequences, His Excellency the Admi-
ral, with the, full concurrence of His' Excellenc
the Plenipotentiary, insists that there shall be’l
henceforth unrestricted freedom of intercourse
between the Native Authovities within, and the
Foreign Representatives without, the City. This

ProczaMaTioN issued at Canton, by the Gorernor
General, 5th Norember, 1856.

YEH, Gorernor General of the Two Kuang,
&o., &o., makes a Proclamation to the whole
population of Canton, the military, trades-

ople, and others,

Whereas the English barbarians have com-
menced disturbances on a false pretence, their
real object being admission into the City,—the
Governor General, referring to the unanimous
expression of objection to this measure on the
part of the entire population of Canton in 1849,
has flatly refused to concede this, and is de-
termined not to grant their request, let them
carry their feats and machinations to what length
they” will.

_Lest, however, you should feel ill at ense on
other . points,” His Excellency considers it his
duty to issue a notice to you, the military, trades-
people and others, to continue to follow your
vocations peacefully, not giving way to alarm, nor
allowing yourselves to be misled by the fabrica-
tions of traitorous Chinese, .

simple and reasonable request, the Governor
' General bas mixed up with the past discussions

The Governor General having resolved to abide

by the proposition as it stood, aud considering that -

¥

)

I

“ the

spee
setn
higt
has
City
inn
ono
dou
hen
tho
to
anit
the
I

Edi

I
(ou

Sin

h
in-(
to )

Yo

pre
Hir
the
"I()
out
dec
fou
g
ma
bet
fro
Ap

Fix
the
pre
an
n
Jus
alx
he

an

un
Tr
me

tor
aip
[
me
the
[T}
Ca

fot
of
un
"
an
ni
in
dis
on
Jet
re
th
wl
ce

ni
I

M

{U
3¢
da
i
cu
ce
wi

L
I
in
I
ye
ar
th
gi
n

ol




L

S N B Y bad il & 7 ’
. ja—NovEMpER 28, 1856.] THe IWMoughong Gobrruninent &ajetis 3
‘ . ;- i . - o
e - T T e e T - I ‘
| —aintenance of the City defeneesis involved  avoid the fature necessity of a course as opposed { to this question should be productive of other i o
4 diatesecurity of the people, and the pro- , to our iuterests as it is offensive to our feclings, | troubles. A . letter was received from Mp {{' )
‘ Cf pmcé and presevvation of order, has as- ; that the Admiral has made to’ you this simple | Bonham, stating that it could be no more disy o
» 1 a very large force, and he is decided in i proposition. . cugsed, and u ugtice was issued by him prohibiting e
’, v mind as to the course he is to pursucs Ile : " T have only to add, that I heartily concur with | Forcigners from cntering the City, which was put H
- ward that you as well, the inhabitants of the | ;His Excellency in the:nccessity and propriety of | in the papers. 1f admission- into the City was g :
f Cand suburbs, thousands and tens of thousands | ‘what he has proposed.—I have, &e., : practicable in 1'841‘), Mr Bon‘h»amdnifl(_l ueither i
; “.mber, Joyal and brave every one, are every Siomod)  JOH lave written this letter nor issmed’this notice, h
g x:m‘;)‘,to)' ive evidence of your patriotic ar- (Signed) OHN BOWRING. | yf, Bonham h;wmgﬂ‘so wm;t{en,l\; represc}:;taﬁ;on b
o “This Ts moat praiseworthy. ‘uniti . . : de to that effect to His Majesty the Em« .
- This 1s most praiseworthy. By ymtmg, EH _ was ma 3 Ljesty L
' and hand, you will shew your gratitude to ¥ o}tlh':z}f’;:“kg‘;':;"l&f;"ﬁg’ i‘l’:ﬁzogof::fgg pevor by mysclf, then Governor of $he Frovince, e
oL -llmpemr' ‘above, .while below you give safety cation in reply JAamt Al e in concert with the late Commissioner Scu. My ! ;
.- v housss and families. Let one spirit Py Bouham, as I have understood,addresged +Yaur 3
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“..t~ the authorities and the people. This is
. raest wish of the Govergor General. .
"1} every oup tremble and obey. A special

r

Hin-Fung,: 6th year,
-, November, 1856.}
“Translated by

10th moon, 8th day,

Tromas WaDE,
. Chinese Secrctary.
~th November, 1856,
x Jony BowRring ‘t.o Yeu, Imperial Commis-
‘ sioner.
SUPERINTRNDENCY OF TRADE,
- 10th November, 1836,
<1 ~11i8 Excelleney the Naval Commander-
 tif; Sir Michael Seymour, has communicated
< rue copies of his late correspondence with
v .r Bxeelleney. o
1. the hopg of preventing & recurrence of the
.+ .n¢ unfortunate ‘state of things at Canton,
"« Exeellenty has proposed that, as elsewhere,
.+ w»should be free intercourse between the Au-
‘withinand Foreign Representatives with-
w0 city,” “This proposition Your Excellency
- "ues to entertainj you insist not only in con-
¢ .4 ing it-with the past di ions of the Treaty
. “tof all Forcizners to enter the City, but in
. Tiaiing that the Tight isself is‘shewn to have
i 3 dcfinitively abandoned in a despatch from
-4 my predecessor, Mr Bonham, dated 9th
1849,
Tue passage: cited is not quoted in full by Your
i+ lenéy. Referring to the non-fulfilment of
¢ - enzagement entered into in l§49. Mr Bnnl}am
ov e ds,—%-Although entered into by Keying,
,+! enfirmed by your Emperor, it [the engage-
++.1] has inf been_carried out ; the question at
v~ posts where it was ; and must remain in
v agee, The discussion of it caniiot] at present,,
v+ arther pn’)sccuted between Your Exce}lency'
self. J can ‘but repeat my regret at the

v will compel me to make to iy Goveru-
k) S .

LS A

Your Excélléncy seeks to construe as declara-

wer of ita-céssytion for evermore, words simply

ving that-discussion of our Treaty right was
;<ded uutil reports of its repudiation could be
ssie to Hep Majesty’s Government. Pending
v~y peference,” Mr Bonham called on British
o ;octs to abstain from attempting to enter
Lol R

Tiat the British Government never abated an
w3 of its ¢laim, is shewn by Mr Boitham's letter
«f e 2fsf August, 1849, This was written
v wre instructions ' of Lord Palmerston, then
Lo il Secrctary of State for Foreign Affairs,
vt ihe Excellency Seu was requested to trans-
.. 412 Peking. "The assumption of Seu himself
4 ios peplyy dated 27th Angust, 1849, that the
{erussivn waé no more to be remewed, was at
&« mjected by Mr Bonham ; and Your Excel-
itry must be well aware, that ever since my
#icrn ta this country as Minister Plenipotentiary,
e m'iect ‘has been foremost amongst those of
+1s | have had gceasion to advise Your Ex-
~"uey the British Government looked for a
& #urtary adjustment.

{4eg 1o _refer you particularly to my commu-
ety of the 25th April, 10th July, and 27th
verewber, 1854, and of the 11th June, 1855,

The wnogiof your correspondence with Sir
.71 Seymour, obliges me once more to remind
¢ tlattlie Treaty right of British subjects to
= wzilted jnto Canton has mever been aban-
“7-3 by the British Government. But this

‘i not at the present moment under dis-
- The Admiral is simply insisting. on
*~~s.11% of access to the local authorities ; and
* ¢ #ol peason. - Had the British Consul been
s « W obiin such access on the day that the
-+ %' flag was torn down and her crew un-
“v". 0¥ wized, the affair might have been settled
“owezzleinterview  as it was, letter after letter
% 14 be addressed to Your Excellency ; several
*® sieowe] to remain for days without a reply ;

" % s hour you have neither apologised for
. eeqiduct of your exeeutive, ner have you
¢ say eufficient asaurance that henceforward
+# “rg tad jurisdiction shall be respected,

+++r Exeellency’s pertinacity in ignoring your
' vitas on these points, has rendered ne-
"y series of coercive measures jand it is to

actory ‘yeport which this evasion of the |

On tho 11th instant, I received Your Ex-
cellency’s letter of the 10th, with the countents of
which I bave a¢quainted myself. - .

Your Exccllency addressed mé on the 12th,
and again on the 14th ultimo, respecting the
seizure made of a Chinese criminal on board a
Lorcha ; and my replies to thesc letters, of the
2lst and 22d respectively, in which the circum-
stances of the capture and conviction of the crj-
minal were clearly set forth, will, I presume,
have received Your Excellency’s careful atten-
tion. i ) :

1t was shewn on trial of the ‘prisoner, that the
Lorcha was built by Soo-Aching, a Chinese ; a
vegister was purchased for Iier of the merchant
Block for $1000, and she agsumed the British
Flag without being entitled' to it.* She was
lying, at the time of the scizure, off the Dutch
Folly, and, as has been clearly proved, with no
ensign flying ; it being, as it appears, an estab-
lished law with British vessels to haul down their
ensign when they drop anchor, ‘and 1ot to hoist
it again until they get under way.

Had it been shewn on the trial that her flag
was bona fide that of a British merchant vessel,
it would have been doubtless cortect to follow
some other course than the one pursued ; but the
fact being, that a Chinese. had assumed the flag
without title, what need was there for Mr Cousul
Parkes to put himself forward as his advocate

Again,—the twelve men seized were all taken
back by Heu, Assistant Magistrate of Nanhae,

| on the 22d ultimo ; hut: Consul Parkes declined

to receive either them, or a despatch sent with
them from me. The letter under acknowledg-
ment says, that had the authorities been acces-
sible to the Consul, the affair might have been
disposed of in a single interview.

The Assistant Magistrate, Heu, was sent twice
with the men to be surrendered : itis through him
that {foreign] correspondence with me is always
transmitted. Now. the Assistant Magistrate isa
commissioned * officer of the Chinese Empire.
Heretofore, any foreign busingss that has had to
be’ transacted by deputy has been transacted by
officers similarly deputed, and the present wasa
case of all others requiring common conference ;
but Consul Parkes had made up his mind not to
consent to what was proposed. :

On a subsequent occasion I sent’ Tseang,
Prefect of Luy-chow-foo, tq the Foreign Fac-
tories, to cousider what steps should be taken,j
but the Consul now insisted on something more
than [the rendition of] the men captured on
board the Lorcha. There being in all this no in-
accessibility on the part of Chiuese officials, what
was there to make an immediate adjustment im-
practicable?  « : - ,

Yet, on the 23d, 24th, and 25th .ultimo, the

diffcrent forts of the. city were occupied or de-
stroyed ; and, from the 27th ultimo to the 5th
instant, a canuonade was kept up, by which num-
berleas dwelling-houses in the new and old city
were consumed, with gonsiderable sacrifice of life.
I still forbore, remembering how many years you
have been at péace with us ; but the people were
now gnashing their teeth with ragé, at the terrible
suffering to which they had been subjected.
" Tinagine it,—that the simple fact being, that a
seizare was made by the Chinese Government of
Chinese offenders, whom it was a duty to seize, it
is pretended that the British ensign was hauled
down ; and this is followed up by a movement of
iroops and a caononade, to the infliction of
terrible suffering on thepeople, I must beg Your
Excellency to pass an opinion on such a state of
things. .

To come to the question of admission into the
City. On Your Exdellency’s arrival here as
Minister in 1854, you addressed me on the sub-
ject. Ireplied in plain terms, that the real truth
was, that the whole city population was opposed
to it, énd that there was pot, on my part, either
fiction of statement or design of obstruction. On
the last occasion [that it was discussed], the
British Plenipotentiary, Mr Bonham, saw that
the trade of cvery house was (or would be)
stopped ; the foreign mercantile communities, as
well, became alarmed lest the trouble incidental

¥ Or, fraudulently. . .

¢+ The words are put 8o as to lead the reader to sup-
pose that the Prefect was to confor with the Consul.
tle had boen sent to confer with the Admiral, asappears

from Ych's letter, of the 3lst October, to Sir Michael
Soymour. . ) ’

Excellency’s government to the same effect, and
thus it was that there was not a native of any
nation unaware that there would be no more dis-
cussion of this question. ) L
I have understood, too, that some time afte: this,
in 1850, Mr Bonham despatched an officer to
Tien-tsin, with an earnest request that admission
into the City might be conceded, and that His
Majesty the Emperor did him the honor to
signify his pleasure that it should not he conceded.
It will be hence apparent that this [exclusion] is
the result of a feeling participated in by all ranks,
of a common sentiment of the whole City popula-
tion, and not of any private opinion individually
entertained by me. e .
In a letter from Iis Exgellency Admiral
Seymour, received some days ago, he says thatthe
present proposition is in no way conuegted wiih
those of former years ; that his demand is simply
:for admission of the Foreign Representatives.
The proposition made ‘before was objected to by
the entire population of Canton ; the peoplo
affected by the present proposition ave the same
Canton people ; the city is the same Canton city ;
it is not another and separate Canton city. How
then can it be said that there is no connegtion
whatever between the two propositions ¢ )
But more than this,—the Canton.people are
very fierce and violent, differing in'temper from
the inhabitants of other provinces; admission
into the City was refused you in 1849, "Dy the
“people of Tanton, and the peopla of Canton of the
present day, are the people of Gaitton of the year
1849 ; and there is this additlonal difficulty in
mooting the question of admitting British subjects
into the City now, pamely, that the strong feeling
against Your Excellency’s countrymicn- havi.ng
been aggravated by the terrible suffering to which
the people havo been subjecied without a cause,
they are even more averse to the concession
than they were before, L )
It were best then to adhere to. His Excellency
Mr Bonham’s policy. With my long experience
of Your Excellency’s intelligence and justice, I
have spared no pains to make niy reply hoth clear
and specific. Let Your Excellency give careful
attention to it. SR
1 therefore. reply, availing myself of the oeca-
gion to wish Your Excellency presperity and
peace. o .
A special communication, addressed to His
Excellency Sir JomN Bowring, Her Ma-
jesty’s Plenipotentiary, &c., &c., &c.
Hien-Fung 6th year, 10th moon, 15th day,
(12th November, 1856.)
Traaslated by )
: TroMAs WADE,
Chinese Sceretary.

+ ¢ Kwgt-kws, honorable, f.e., your government,—a

lated “addressed,’ meaning specially to address the
Throne, there should by right have been used instead
of. Kwei-kio, some one of the many deferential equiva-
lents of Her Majesfy's person or position. -
YEH, Imperial Commissioner, Gorernor General
of the Two Kwang, &o., &eo., makes communi-
cation in reply. Tyt
On the 16th inst., I received your Excellency’s
letter of the 14th, and acquainted myself with itg
contents. LT !
Jo my reply to an earlier letter, T shewed by
a detailed and specific statemént of the whole
case, that the prisoner seized on board the Lorcha,
was & Chinese eriminal. The letter under acs
knowledgment tells me, *the lorcha without
doubt, lawfully bore the British flag, under a
register granted by me.” This attests tlie truth
of what was stated in evidence before thie officer
sent to conduct the examination in the- ¢ase of
the Lorcha, viz., that haviug been built by Sco
Aching, a Chinese, a register was purchased for
her for $1000, and that she fraudulently assumed
the flag of your nation. I have always under-
stood forcign flags to be each one peculiar'te a
nation—they are never made so little of as even
to be Jent ; how then could a foreign nation do
anything so irregular as to sell its flag to China }
This appears to Your Excellency a proeeeding
in accordance with law ; all T can say is, that I
am not awnre that foreign nations have any sueh
law. As 1 have said before, therefore, liad the
flag belonged bona fide to a Dritish” merchant
vessel, it would have been proper to follow somo

phrase unobjectionable in itsglf; but the word trans-
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other course than the one pursued ; but, the fact
Deimg that n Chineso had fraundulently assumed
the flag, why should Mr Consul arkes have put
himself forward as his advocate § " Simply because
The waited a pretoxt for making trouble.

As to-thé .eutry into the City : ‘after a long
correspondence upon this question between the
late Commissioner-Seu and the late Dlenipoten-
tiary Mr Bonham, the discussion of the mat-
ter closed® definitively.  The letter now ander
acknowlodgment says, “ Mr Bonham never did
go close, and never was authorized so to
close, it If he did not so close it, why did
Mr Bonham issue a notice at the Factories,
which was put in the papers, to the effect that
forcigners were not to_go into the Cityt What
ia this but proof that he had definitively closed
it? His despatch at the samo time stated, that
he had reported it to his Government, and on
this 1, then Governor of the province ; and the
Jate Commissioner, Seu, represented to his Im-
perial Majesty that the English had definitively
closed their nmegociations respecting admission
into Canton, and had the honor to receive in re-
ply the following Decree :—

« The purpose of walling ctties is to protect the peo- |

ple ; tn the protection of the peoplo lies the security of
the State. When the people of Kwang Tung arc unani-
mously detcrmined against the admission of Forcigners
into the City, can an Imperial {njunction be laid on
them by proclamation so to do, whether they will or
no? Itisnot in the power of the Government of China
to cross the wishes of the people out of defcrence tothose
of the men from afar; on the other hand, it behoves
foreizn nations to study the tewper of the people; to
the end that the capital _of their merchants may work
freo from risk, &¢., &o. Respect this1™

It scems plain, in my humble opinion, that the
reason why his Imperial Majesty refused [what
was asked,] was, that he had, on his part, so
studied the temper of the Kwang Tung people,
as to appreciate their aversion to it: and Your
Excellency, to judge from your letter, where it
speaks of  the opposition of the gentry, and the
turbulent violence of the people of Canton,” it
would seem had also sufficiently studied the tem-
per of the Kwang Tung people.  The people
are looked on by the State as its foundation.
When the ruler loves his people, there is some
prospect of their obeying their ruler, Thus, as
a general rule, has it ever been. To run counter
to the feelings of man, is to disregard what nature
teaches is right before heaven. This has never
been the policy of China; and 1 assume that
Your Excellency’s Government no less recognises
as paramount the obligation of conforming to what
is right before heaven, and due by man. Now,
ever since the arrival of Admiral Seymour, he
has been attacking and demolishing houses both
in city and suburbs.  He has also demolished a
number of forts. These forts, again, were con-
structed at the expense of the geniry and the
people of Kwang Tung, to protect them against
pirates.  Will they, when they find them oue
day attacked and destroyed —will they be disposed
to desist from hostilities ; and yet, when, in addi-
tion to all this, the trade of every mercantile
houso has been stopped by these operations, begun
without a cause, Your Excellency still says, in
speaking of the city question, 1 cannot for a
moment admit, &e.”

As to another passage in the letter under ac-
knowledgment,— were it to be admitted that
the unruly spirits of a nation,f might be per-
mitted to disregard the supreme authority,
&c” As the merchants of Your Excellency’s
nation have come to Canton in the hope of finding
a flourishing trade, so has the mercantile commu-
pity of  cvery nation” come in the hope of find-
ing a flourishing trade. Is it then reasonable, I
would ask, to expect that  every nation” will be
satisfied at this stoppage of their trade !

As to your proposal in the same letter, that we
¢« ghould meet as becomes, &c.” An interview
might of course have been practicable in the first
instanee, but do the proceedings of Admiral Sey-
mour, who has commenced hostilities without
cause, shew any acquaintance with what “ be-
comes”t He has come to Canton, and at a
moment’s notice he has destroyed habitations
without number, with considerable loss of life;
the sufferers are crowding to my Court, com-
plaining of their distress, and entreating me to
do them justico; and such at this moment is
¢ the opposition of the gentry and the turbulent
violence of the people,” that not only would
Your Excellency have some difficulty in enter-
ing the City, but, for the time being, 1 myself

* The word used in the Chincso version of 8ir J. Bow-
ring's letter sent, 13 pa, meaning fina! cegsation, namely,
froin insisting on the right. &ir J. Bowring's English is
“never surrendered.”

>

4 A nation: in Chinese, each or every natlon, sny
nation, or different nations, The Commissioner chooses
to read it “every natlon,” for tho simple ‘)u 90 Of
employing the argument that our acts are calg ated to
provoke the resontment of “ gvery nation.”

£ lit,, * Porma and observances.” Sir John Bowring's
words were, ' meoeting as becomes the representatives of
great monarche’”

"o His Excellency Yex,

shonld have equal trouble in getting out of it.
1t is the Admiral’s wanton proceeding that has
provoked all this irritation, Let your xcellency
once again well consider jt! -
1 therefore reply, availing mysclf of the occa-
gion to wish Your Excellency prosperity, &e.
. A necessary communication addressed to Sir
John Bowring, &c., &¢. : :
Hien Fung, 6th year, 10th moon, 20th day,
(17th November, 1856.)

Translated by )
. Tuonas WaDE, |
Chincse Sceretary.”
H. B. M.'s CovsutATE, CAxtoN,
. 18th November, 1856,

Sir,—I have received Your Excellency’s letter
of yesterday.

1 do not think it necessary to say more than I
have already said in reference to the past. ~ But
my present objéct is to advise Your Excellency,
that I am still willing and desirous of meeting
you in your own Yamun, to discuss in the spirit
of peace and harmony the means of putting a
atop to the iniseries which tlie existing state of
fﬂ'apirs'hus brought upon the people, and the still
greater miseries which are impending over them.

1t is the obligation of all Governments to re-
ceive and protect those Ambassadors properly
accredited by their Sovereigns ; but I wish Your
Exceliency to understand, that while I claim
your attention to all the laws of courtesy, which
your nation has the credit of properly appreciat-
ing, 1 am quite in a position, if you cannot
control the people, to protect nyself in my
official visit to Your Excellency, and to punish
those who shall dare to interfere with my pur-
poses of peace and friendship. :

If you consent to n meeting in the manner I
propose, T shall request His Excellency the Naval
Commander-in-Chief to suspend hostile opera-
tions.—1 have, &c.,

JOHN BOWRING. .

I ial High Commisstoner.
mp"d:c., gtc., &o .

YEH, Imperial Commissionér, Governor General

of the Two Kwang, &e., &o., makes & communi-

cation in reply. .

1 am in receipt of Your Excellency’s communi-
cation of the 18th instant, and have acquainted
myself with its contents.’ :

So far as an interview within the City is con-
cerned, 1 communicated to you in my last reply a
copy, respectfully made, of His Majesty the Em-
peror’s Decree. Havin, had the honor to receive
this intimation of the Imperial Pleasure [that
that which' was proposed] was not to be sanc-
tioned, dare 1, even were tlere no ‘ather objection,
act, contrary to the Will of His Sacred Idajestl

Mr Bonhant’s reason for issuming a potice pro-
hibiti%‘g Foreigners from entering into the City,

(=4

was, that he rightly understood what policy con-’
sisted with safety. The native and foreign mer- "

cantile community have in consequence traded
together without 2 misunderstanding for many
years. Now, the causeless operations of Admiral
Seymour, by the damage they have inflicted on
the people, have excited on the part of the inba-
bitants of the whole city a feeling of animosity,
which is daily increasing. You say in your letter
that you are quite able to priivide for your own
safety ; it is, I think, but too probable that so far
from having your safety in your own hands, you
are jncurring mortal danger. Would Your Ex-
cellency but follow the course of tho late Pleni-
potentiary, Mr Bonham, you would in so doing be
following the policy of safety. Your Excellency,
during your service [here] as Consul, must have
seen with your own eyes the real condition of
things.

To conclude, I request Your Excellency once
more to ponder well on this, that in the manage-
ment of all matters, we must act as reason teaches
is right before heaven and due by man, before we
can arrive at any satisfactory result. . ’

1 accordingly reply, availing_myself of the op-
portunity to wish that Yaur Excellency’s pros-
perity may daily increase. ~ * S

A necessary communication, addressed to H.B.

M. Plenipotentiary, :Sir Joun' Bowning,
&ec., &e. : ; .
Hien Fung, 6th year, 10th moon, 22d day,
(19th November, 1856.) B
Translated by ) :
THoMrs WADE,
Chiness Secretary.
SurgrinTENDANCY OF TRADN,
Caxton CoNSULATS, 20th November, 1856.

Sir,—1 have received Your Excellency’s des-
patch dated yesterday.

It has caused me much disappointment and
distress : Your Excellency repudiates my words
of peace and friondship,

1 must now leave to Ilis Excellency the Naval
Commander-in-Chicf the measures which a pain.
ful necessity may compel him to take, and to Your
Excellency all the responsibility which belongs 1
those who disregard Treatics, and visit upon
people the unhappy consequences of their own
obstinacy. ‘ :

I shall not fail to advise the Court of Peking of
tho needless miserics Your Excellency has brought

-upon the City and neighbourhood, all of which

might easily have been averted.—I have, &e.

JOHN BOWRING,
To His Excellency Yen,

Imperial High Commissioner,
. &, d&e, . &0

YEH, Imperial Commissioner, Governor General
of the Two Kwang, &0, &o., makes communi-
cation injreply.

I am in receipt of Your Excellency’s communi-

cation of the 20th instant, in which you state
that “ my repudiation of your words of peace and
friendship has caused you much disappointment
and distress.” )

In a late reply I communicated to you a copy,
respectfully made, of an Imperial Decree, in which
His Majesty the Emperor,—on the representation
of myse{f, the then Governor, and Seu, the late
Commissioner, that negotiations [respecting the
City question] had been closed by the late Pleni-
potentiary, Mr Bonham,—had signified his plea-
sure that the request made was not to be sanction-
ed. The mercantile communities, native and
foreign, (I argued,) were well satisfied, and the
trade between them ever since, a period of some
years, had, in consequemce, daily advanced in
prosperity : and this was a true policy of safety.
({These words of mine] were words of peace and
friendship.” . ‘

As I have in several replies explained, minutely
and detailedly, His Majesty the Emperor refused
his sanction {to the demand made,] because he
knew the temper of the Canton people so thorough-
Iy as to be aware of their aversion to it ; the late
Plenipotentiary, Mr Bonham, represented this to
his government, and the British government, also
knowing the temper of the Canton people, and
their aversion [to the proposed measure,] there-
fore closed negotiations respecting it.

It is Your Excellency who * repudiates,”® not
1 who am “ obstinate.”

In 1850, Mr Bonham sent an officer to Tien-
tsin, with a request that he might be admitted
into the City, and His Majesty the Emperor
signified his Pleasure that it should not be sane-
tioned ; again, in 1854, when your Exceliency
came forward earnestly repeating that redfiest,
His Majesty ngnin signified his Pleasure that it
should not be sanctioned ; and the fact that the
request made on these two occasions was on both
refused, proves that it is not the case that I, indi-
vidually, am ¢ repudiating.” The city in question
is the Provincial City of Kwang Tung ; the people
are the people of Kwang Tung; sor can auy
parallel be drawn between them and those of
other provinces,

The “unhappy consequences visited on the
people,” of which your Jetter speaks, have been
brought upon them by the wanton and hasty acts
of Admiwa) Seymour. I have nothing to do with
them. How can all the responsibility of them
belong to me t

—

e
E

In short, when things are done otherwise than |

is consistent with what is due by man,

an offcnce

is committed against what is right before heaven. .
Your Excellency, by command4 of your goveri-
ment, has come to Canton (or Kwang Tung,) o

exercise general supervision over all things per-
taining to trade. The chief authority being thus
in your grasp, why have you allowed Admiral
Seymour to carry hostilities to this length t

1 have myself long since transmitted to Peking
an account of all that has happened, and of the
present state of things here.

1 therefore reply to you, availing myself of the
occasion to wish Your Excellency increase of
prosperity. o :

A necessary communication addressed to H

B. M. Plenipotentiary Sir Jonx BowRixg
&e., &e. :

Hien Fung, 6th year,' 10th moun, 24th da},

(21st November, 1856.) '

Translated by

TroMAs WADE.
Chinese Secretary.

* Who will not accept what s tendered to you, viz, th
plain truth that admission fnto Canton has been refuse
you from first to last, on account of the temper and ut
willingness of the people. N

f This is not properly phrased : * your government
48 kwed kwo, honorable nation, but *command,” Roydl
Commbssion, being, in effect, lntended, should be-other
wise worded and pisced.
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Correspondence between Their Excellencies SIr JorN Bownine, and Admiral Sir M. SeyMmour,

Coromandel, orr THE BARRIER FORTS,
234 Oclober, 1856, 9 A.M.

Sin,—T have the satisfaction to inform Your Ex-

¢ Yeney, that in fartherance of the degision come to
i-: our conlerence, ot the morning of the 20th instant
.t which Her Majesty’s Consul at Canton was pre-
sty 1 have this day taken possession of the Four
I 1t kpown as the Barrier Forts, without casualty
- pur side, but with the loss of 4 or 5 killed on the
+rt of the Chincse, solely arising from their il
-l resistance to our forces, two of the Forts
ing fired upon-us with guns in position and small

After rendering the Forts incapable of interfering
+:h our operations in the River, I shall procced to
aaton, where I shall continue such further operations
:+ circumstanees may render necessary.—I have, &c,,
. AL SEYMOUR,
: Rear-Admiral and Commandcr-in-Chicf,
1iis Excellency
S Jonx. Pownine, LL.D,,
SH. M. Plenipotentiary,
Hongkong.

SurkRINTENDENCY oF TrADE, HoNGEONG,
24(k October, 1856.

8ir,—1 have to acknowledge Your Execllency’s
despatch of yesterday and to express my high satis-
¢ zuan at the prompt, able, and successful manner in
ch the paval operatiens have been carried on in
coerdance with the arrangements made at our con-
{ezence af the 20th instant,

I cannnt doubt that the Imperial Commissioner will
sow feel the absolute necessity of complying with the
Jemands which have beén made 5 and I have to add,
that if Your Excellency and the Consul shosld concur
with me in opinion that the circumstances are auspi-
¢ us for requiring the fulfilment of "Treaty obligations
ssavmards the City of Canton, and for arranging an
+cial meeting. with the Imperial Commissioner with-
‘1 the City:Walls, I shall willingly come to Canton
‘¢ that purpose 3 and request you will kindly give me
t:e means of conveyunce thither.—1 have, &c.,

JOHN BOWRING.

T His Excellency .
_ &ir Micragr Srvmour, K.C.B.
Naval Commander-in-Ghief,
&¢., &e., 4o K

i Encounter, AT CANTOX, October 25th, 1856,

81T have the hanor to inform Your Excellency
el my proceedings since my last letter of the 23d
et .

After rendering the gunsin the Forts which T
}ad taken possession of useless, I set fire to the
L.illings, and then proceeded to Cinton, where I
4 the Encounter lying close off the Factories. T
21 «ent the Sumpson and Barracoula to secure the

intion of the Blenheim Reach, and on my
+=41.4, 1 fHund that those ships had taken possession
«f t% Dlenheim and Macao Forts, without resistance.
ibe latter 1 retain temporary possesion of, .

Yeuterday morning, 1 proceedededown the Macao
Reach, where I met the Berracoula, and, at a given
+'gnal, the Fort opposite the Factory, and the Bird's
Net Fort, were taken quiet possession of, as were
tferwards the two Forts called (I think) Cha-min.
ewmapding the passage: the guns were rendered
wowerviceable.

I shall continue my offensive operations against
tie Citinare: Government, avoiding as much as possi-
tirany injury to life or private property, until satis-
{:54 0 is rendered by the Imperial Commissioner.

A sufficient party of Itoyal Marines is on shore
14 the protection of the Factory.—I have, &cu,

o M. SEYMOUR, .
Rear-Admiral and Commander-in-Chicf.
His Excellency
' Sir JonN Bowrine, LL.D.,
Her Majesty’s Plenipotentiary, B
Hongkong.

Coromandel, o1 CawtoN, 26th Oclober, 1856,
Sim,—I beg 1o acquaint your Excellency, that my
ri=dings vesperday were confined to the taking of

21+ Fort called the Dutch Folly, -without oppesition..

To-day, being Sunday, is kept as a day of rest, I
froree resuming offensive operations to-morrow.

The Encounter, Sampson, ilarracouta, and Coro-
»2+del, are at anchor off the Factory, and the Comus
rurding the Barrier in the Macao Passage of the
avet,—] have, &e.,

M. SEYMOUR,
- Rear-Admiral and Commander-in-Chigf.

2 Exeellency
-S1r Joun Bowning, LL.D.,
4c., &e., &c.y
Hongkong. .. s
X199,  BursaucrExpEncy or THADE, Honoxond,

27th Qclober, 1856,
Sl have read with extreme satisfaction Your
Baonlescy's report' (dated 25th instant,) of the

“private property, to continue your hostile operations

capture of the Blenheim Reach Fort, that of the Macao
Passage, the Red and Sha-Min Forts, and of your
intentions, with as much regard as possible for life and

until satisfustion is obtained from the Imperial Com-
missioner.. I am also gratified to find thut the Fac-
tories are adequately protected, X .

I can only renew my congratulations on the most
successful issuc of all your naval operations, and liope
our diplomacy may be equally auspicious.—1 have,

&e.y. .
; JOHN BOWRING.
7o His Excellency ) : :
- &m Micuaen Sevmour, K.CB,
: Naval Commandeér-in-Chicf, *
: &e., de, - de.
Encounler, AT CANTON, 20th October, 1856,

Sir,—In continuation ‘of my letter of the 26th
instant, 1 have the honor to inform Your Excellency,
that the measures which had been taken to compel
the Iligh Commissioner to yield compliance with our
just demands having proved of no avail, I opencd
fire at 1 p.as “on the 27th, on the ‘Governor's Com-
pound in the new City, from the stern pivot gun
of the Fncounter, and continued it tiil sunset, at in-
tervals of from 5 to 10 minutes. The Barracouta at
the same time also shelled the Troops on the hills at
the back of the City, from a position at the head of
Sulphur Creek. -

No change in the state of affairs having followed,
I yesterday resumed offensive operations from the
Dutch Folly, where I had placed two guns in position,
—having previously given the fullest warning to the
inhabitants in the vicinity to.remove their persons
and property, an occupation they were engaged in
during the whole of the previous night. Our fire in
the direction of the City Wall, aided by a confla-
gration of a large portion of the houses in our line
of attack, bas materially furthered our object of open-
ing a clear passage between the Dutch Folly and the
Walls of the City, and will, I have reason to hope,
facilitate our farther operations,

The fire bas reopened on the City Walls this
morning earlier than I intended, in consequence of
the Chinese mounting guns on the walls opposite
the Dutch Folly.—I have, &c.,

: M. SEYMOUR, :
Rear Admiral and Commander-in-Chicf.
His Excellency
Sir Jenv Bownrive, LL.D.,
Her Majesty's Plenipotentiary,
Hongkong.

BuPERINTENDENCY OoF TRADE, HoNGKONG,
30th October, 1856.

Sir,—I have to acknowledge Your Excellency’s
Despatch of yesterday, advising the continuance of
hastile operations tonsequent upon the unsubdued
obstinacy of the Imperial Commissioner. I venture té
hope that the pressure will be soon irresistible, and
the final results all we could reasonably anticipate.

In addition to the small body of Artillery sent up
to be placed under Your Excellency’s orders, we
have thought it desirable to despatch an Officer of
Lngineers (Captain' Cowper,) who will be at your
disposal for any service required at his hands.—I

have, &c.,
’ JOHN BOWRING.

XNo. 234.

His Excellency.
Stk MicnaeL SEymevr, K.C.B,,
Naval Commander-in-Chi¢f,
&¢., &c., &c.

*  Encounter, AT CANTON, 30tk Oclober, 1856.
Sin,—Referring to my letter of the 29th, I'have

Incounter, AT CanTON, 3d November, 1856,

S1,—Since my letter of proceedings of the Juth
ultimo,  have confined my operations to maintaining
the breach in the City Wall, which the Chinese have
continually evinced a dispnsition to close; also to
clearing away the Chinese buildings in rear of the
Factory.

On the 30th nltimo and lIst instant I wrote the
two letters to the High Commissioncr of which your

ixcellency has received -Copies from Mr' Consnl
Parkes, as well as a Copy of the [Tigh Commissioner’s
reply to the first. The result has been, my resuming
offensive operations this day against the Government
Buildings in the City, from the Lucountery Samson,
and the Dutch Folly, which, as far as can be at present
ascertained, will be continued tb-mo_rrow.—l have,&c.,
M. SEYMOUR,
Rear-Admiral and Commander-in-Chief.

His Excellency :
Sir JouN Bowrixg, LL.D,,
H. M. Plenipotentiary,
HHongkong. :

Encounter, ax CANTON, 6/h November, 1856,

Sir,—Since my communication of the 3d instant,
my operations have been limited,—1st, to shewing the
Authorities that it is in our power to throw shot and
shell to reach the most distant of the City Forta
and Government Buildings.; and .this morning, in
consequence of a most menacing number of War
Junks having collected under the protection of the
French Folly fort, and it appearing absolutely neces-
sary for the sccurity of our position that they should
be dispersed or destroyed,~—the Baracoutq and Coro-
mandel steam vessels, with eur armed Boats, success-
fully accomplished this sersice, though, I regret to
state, not without the loss of 1 man killed, and 3
wounded. ‘ S

Considerable resistance was offered, and the fire
from the Junks and Fort, in the early part of the
operation, was stoutly maintained. . The security of
our position here will now be the main object of our
exertions.—I bLave, &c., ‘ T

M. SEYMOUR,

Rear-Admiral and: Gommander-in-Chicf,
His Excellency R
*» ~Sin Jonx Bowrino,; LL.D..
Her Majesty’s Pleniponlentiary,

Ilonghong. .

e .
Goysrxment Housg,

Hoxoxgxe, BtA November, 1856

Sir,—1 have received Your Excellency’s Despatch
of the Gth instant, informing me that shot and shell
bad been thrown into the njost distant of the City
Forts and Government Duildings, and announcing the

No. 253,

destruction of a large number of Chinese War-junks
and the capture of the French Folly Fort.

I have to express to Your Excellency my great

and admiring sense of the consummate skill and pru~
dence with which the military operations have been
divected, and to all concerned my -thorough apprecia-
tion of the promptitude, zeal, and bravery which bave
given them. such successful regults, . Whatever may
have been the importance of. the gquestion which ne-
cessitated the first appeal fo hostilities, it has now
assumed a character seriouslyinvolviug all our present
and future relations with Ching 3 and I am of opinion
that every thing possiffe should b» done to give effect
to Treaties which have beén pertinaciously and reck-
lessly violated. A small and surbylent fraction of the
population of China cannot-Yie allowed. to supersede
the engagements of their Emperor to the Sovereign of
Great Britain, - o

I submit to Your Excellency, thét tl\_e next step to

be taken should be, n notice ta iheglmperﬁl Commis-

the honor to inform Your Excellency, that a practi- | sioner, that unless within a perjod ta be fixed by you,

cable breach having been made yesterday about 2 pP.ar,

Folly, a strong detachment of seamen and royal
marines took possession of the City Wall, destroyed,
by blowing up, one of the gates, entered the City,
and having visited and inspected the house and pre-
mrises of the Goverhor, the forces were re-embarked
at sunset, and returned to their respective quarters.

Little opposition was offered by the Chinese troops,.
heyond a scattered fire from the streets and houses,
from which we sustained a loss of two marines killed,
and twelve men wounded.*

The High Commissioner having made no concession,
I have ‘re-opened fire this morning, with a view to
maintain the breach, and preserve the facilities it
offers for re-entering the City, if necessary,—I bave,

&e.,
M. SEYMOUR,
Rear Admiral and Commander-in-Chicf.
His Excellency :
Sir JouN Bownrixg, LL.D..
Her Majesty's Plenipotentiary,
Honghong. )

® One slnoe deads

your reiterated demands are complied wit
in the new City Wall, from the guns in the Dutch | Forts will be destroyed. : '

: \6be Bogue

I think it should also be stated, that the object of

our entering the City is to carry forward a work of

peace and amity, to put a stop tp thé miseries whose
infliction has been renderad imperative by the resist-

ance to lawful requirements, and to prevent their re-

currence on any future occasion.—I have, &e. .
. JOIIN BOWRING.
To His Excellency Rear-Admiral =~ =~ - ,
‘Sir Micnavr Sevyovr, K.C.B,
Naval Commander-in-Chiely
&e., &, &6 ¢ =
Niger, AT Canron, 144 November, 1856,
Stre—1I have the honour to acknowledge ' the
receipt of Your Excellency's ‘Despatch of the 8th
instant, submitting that: the next step to be taken
should be the destruction of the Bogue Forta.
Concurring in this opinion, T accordingly inform-
ed the High Commissioner that, unless he complied
with my reiternted demands within 24 honrs, I
should resume- offensive measures,” Having waited
more than the stipulated time, I procceded below the
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Bogue Forts, on the afterncon of the 11th, (leaving
the Samson and Niger to protect the Factory,) and
anchared, in company with the Caleutta, Nankin,
Iincounter, Barracouta, Hornet, {just arrived from
Shanghae,) and Coromandel Tender, Captain Wilson
of the Winchester and Commander Bate being also
present with part of their ships® erews in the bonts.

On the followiig’ morning T sent to the Chief
Mandarin to state that my holding the Forts was
necessary, pending the difference with the High
Commissionier, and that T wounld retain them in their
present condition if forthwith surrendered. This
being refused, the squadron then attacked and as-
saulied the two Wantung Island Forts, from the
Bremer Channel side. They fe!l into our hands
after a considerable, though ill-directed, resistance of
ahout one hour. These Forts were fully manncd,
nonnted upwards of 200 guns, and were found
stronger than when captured in 1841, The Chinese
troops stood to their guns up to the moment our
men entered the embrasures, and stink-pots were
freely thrown at thosé who first entered.

The Mandarins had boats in readiness to facilitate
their own escape, leaving their unfortunate followers,
who rushed into the water, until they were pacified
by our officers, and afterwards Ianded on the main.
One boy killed and four men wounded on board the
Nankin, was luckily the extent of our casualties.

On the 13th, the Annung-hoy Fofts, on the op- |

posite side of the Bogue entrance, mounting toge-
ther 200 guns, were similarly taken possession of,
with some resistance, but I am thankful to state,
without a casualty on our side.

The command of the River being now in our hands,
I have no other operation in immediate contempla-
tion, beyond the security and maintenance of our posi-
tion; and it will remain with Her Majesty'’s Govern-
ment to determine whether the present opportunity
shall be mode available to enforce the Treaty stipu-
Iations, which the Canton Government have hitherto
been allowed to evade with impunity.—I have, &e.,

M. SEYMOUR,
Rear-Admirat and Commander-in-Chizf.

At every step 1 have had oceasion to admire the.
great prudence and skill with which all Your Ex-

cellency’s operations have been devised, the prompti.

tude and valour with which they have been carried
forward, and the almost bloodless success which has
accompanied their victorious resuits.  To Your Ex..
cellency and all under your command my warmest
thanks are due. .

1 am. quite of opinjon that the high position we
now occupy should not be surrendered until Your-
Excellency’s most 1 ble d d are plied
with 3 and. cannot but hope that'the experience of so
much power as has been exhibited, though associat.
ed with the display of forbcarance and humanity,
will compel the submission of that intractable Vice-
roy, who appears now to be the main impediment to

. iti ights, and the consequent
His Excellency the recognition of our rights, and

restoration -of the public tranquillity.—! have, &e.

S Joun Bewniwe. LD, P TYOHN BOWRING,

.i{ongk.o’n;. * His Excellency Rear-Admiral
S1r Michart SEvmoun, K.C.B.
. Naval Commander-in-Chicf,
SupsrirexpENCY O TRADE, H y §¢., §e., 4o

18ih November, 1856,

Sir,—I have received Your Excellency’s most satis-
factory Despatch of yesterday, announcing the cap-
ture of the Bogue Forts, with small loss of life o
limb on the part of I M. Naval. Forces.

Printed at the Office of the China Mail, Honikong._
Prics, 813 per Annum. Bingle Coples, Thirty-siz
Cents.
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NEW SERIES. VICTORIA, SATURDAY, 29t NOVEMBER, 1856. Vor. IL No. 74.

GOVERNMENT NOTIFICATION.

. The Contract for publishing this Gazette, entered inito on the 24th September, 1853, was terminated on the 30th’ yltimo ; and notice is h
given, that a New Seriks of this

ereb
zette will b\e published hereafter, to commence from the 7th instant, under a New Cdgtract, and that . Y
“THE HONGKONG GOVERNMENT GAZETTE" ' B

will, as before, be the only Official Organ for Pnocum_ndx;, Nortrications, and PusLic Papkzs, of this Government.

: .~ ByOrder, _ W. T. MERCER, Colonial Secretary.
Colonial Secretary’s Office, Victoria, Hongkong, 2d July, 1855, ‘ e e

No. 124.

GOVERNMENT' NOTIFICATION. _ B , (i
His Excellency The Governor has been pleased t%gggo_ip_t_Lieutenant-Colonel Fravkriy Dunror, Command- %"/

ing the Forces, to a provisional Seat in the Executive' €ouncil of this Colony, pending the pleasure of Her Majesty’s - /-
(Government. ‘ » D S
The Honorable Lieutenant-Colonel Dunlop has been this day sworn in accordinglys Lo
) - By Order, ‘
L : W, T. MERCER, i
4 ! Colonial Secretary. VR
Colonial Secretary’s Office, Victoria, Hongkong, 25th November, 1856. R e
NOEE

No. 125. : - L
N GOVERNMENT NOTIFICATION. .

The following Return of Notes in’ Circulation and Specie in Reserve at the Bank of the> Oriental Bank
Corporation in Hongkong, is published for general information. ‘ SRR : ‘

‘By Order, .

: W. T. MERCER,
. . : - : Colonial Secretary,
. . . ' . i i % E .
Colonial Secretary’s Office, Victoria, Hongkong, 28th November, 1856. ‘ oo

§ ‘ §. o i ’ A !

| » T *
Account of the average Amount of Notes'in Circulation at the Bank'of the Oriental Bank Co
. 8lst October 1556, rendered in accordance with the Terms of Her Majesty's

NOTES ISSUEB,uiceeeeeeesn$180,505,
ezclusive of the Notes of the Oriental Bank still outstanding.

rporation in Honglkong, for the Month cmi;'ng §
Royal Charter of Incorporation. .

’ o
. Wn, LAMOND, I
. . : Acting Sub-Manager. | “i
. Oriental Bank Corporation, Hongkong, 1st November, 1856. . _ ) . A . i,
{ jnspected this day the Books and Treasure of the Oriental Bank Corporation, and hereby certify that I found the necessary Amount of :"’
' Specie as required by the Royal Charter. - - B S Cog !
1 : \ H. REINHARD, - o

ictori ' ; A Member of thé Colonial T reasury Commission. g
Victoria, Hongkong, 27th November, 1856, B ¢ : B

»

No. 126,

GOVERNMENT NOTIFICATION. |

D. R. Cavpwert, Esquire, has been duly sworn in to the Offices to which he was recently gazetted, and has '
also this day taken the Oaths as a Justice of the Peace for the Colony of Hongkong and its Dependencies. B

. . By Order,

, | W. T. MERCER, |
. o , . . ‘ Colonial Secretary, LA
C9lomal Secretary’s Office, Victoria, Hongkong, 28th November, 1856, ' O
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