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GAZETTE.

NEw SERIES, VICTORIA, SATURDAY, 9t AUGUST, 1856. Vot IL No. 58.

GOVERNMENT NOTIFICATION.

The Contract for publishing this Gazette, entered into on the 24th September, 1853, was terminated on the 30th ultimo ; and notice is hereby
given, that a New SERIES of this Gazette will be published hereafter, to commence from the 7th instant, under & New Contract, and that

«“JTHE HONGKONG QOVERNMENT GAZETTE”
will, as before, be the only Official. Organ for Procramariaxs, Norirications, and PusLic Papens, of this Government.
o : By Order, ’ W. T. MERCER, Colonial Sccretary.
Colonial Secretary’s Office, Victoria, Hongkong, 2d July, 1855. . )

——

GOVERNMENT NOTIFICATION. : ' 4

The'jfol-lowing Draft Ordinance,.read a first time at a Meeting of the Legislative Council on.the 81st Ultimo, is

published for general information. (
o ‘ By order of His. Excellency The- Governor in.Council,

‘ : ) . L. D’ALMADA & CASTRO,
) ~ ‘ : L . . Clerk of Councils.
Council Room, Victoria, Hongkong, 7th August, 1856.. o Lo S

HONGKONG.

ANNO VIGESIMO VICTORIAE REGIN A
No.. - of 1856..

By His Excellency Sir Jonn: Bowring, Knight, LL.D., Governor and Commander-in-Chief of tlje-
Colony of Hongkong and its Dependencies, and Vice-Admiral of the same, Her Majesty’s Plenipotentiary
and: Chief* Superintendent of the Trade of British Subjects in China, with the Advice of the Legislative-
Council:of Hongkong: B
' An Ordinance for amending the Law -of Evidence and Trial by Jury.

[ July, 1856.]

>Be it enacted and ordained by His Excellency the Governor of Hongkong, with the Advice of the-
Legislative Council thereof, in.manaer following, that is to say :— o

1. The Act of Parliament passed in the- Eighteenth and Nineteenth Years of Her present Majesty,  Extends 18 & 19-
Chapter- Forty-two, relatiog to Uaths administered and Notarial Acts done by Diplomatic and Censular Viet., c. 42, to this.

Agents, shall, from and after the passing hereof, come-into- force within this Colony for all purposes
whatgoever.

" 1L. Whenever it shall appear to the satisfaction of the Supreme Court, or of the Court of Petty Depositions may, be-
Sessions, that the Person. conducting a.Criminal Prosecution on behalf of the Crown.is merely, by reason of the read _at Trial when
llness or absence from the Colony of a Person whose Depositionishall have been duly taken in the matter, the Witness is too i
beforé or on the Committal of the Prisoner to take his Trial upon such Prosecution, unable-to produce the ta be produced.
8aid Person as a Witness upon the said Trial, then.and in such case the said Deposition may. be read at the -

said Trial as Evidence against the said Prisoner, if the said Court shall think fit:

1L A Heathen Witness, in any Court or before any Person empowered to administer an Oath, shall not  Heathen Witnesses-
be sworn either before or upon giving his testimony, unless such Witness shall of his own accord express his not to be sworn but by

desire o be sworn, and unless the said Court or Person shall accede to such his desire, in which case the their express desire..

said Witness shall be sworn according to his conscience. But every such unsworn Witness shall, before the
taking ‘of his said Evidence, be by, or by the order of, the said Court or Person duly warned to speak the

Truth, and informed of the Penalties to which, in case he shall not speak the Truth, he will become liable ;

it being hereby declared and enacted, that the Penalties of Perjury shall be deemed and taken to apply to

Falsc Testimony given by any such unsworn Witness in any case where, if he had given the same upon Oath,

he would by Law have thereby become liable to the same. .

* -~ 1V. Where two or more conflicting or contradictory Statements of Fact, or alleged Fact, have been made _ Contradictory State-
by one and the same Witness before any Court or Person empowered as aforesaid, either at the same Exaniin- "‘:ﬁ‘t‘“ by thg same
ation or at two or more Examinations, an Indictment or Information may be presented or exhibited against hﬁeﬁez 11‘;‘;}“,,;. pun=
him, charging him with having, on the Day or Days of his said Examination or Examinations, wilfully and ‘
knowingly made the said conflicting or contradictory Statements, and sctting forth the short material

Pﬂg’on ot cffect thereof respectively; and if such Witness shall be thereof convicted in whole'or in part, he

shall suffer the Penalties of Perjury. : A ‘
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Supreme  Court _ orheen so made shall happen to be the Supreme Court, or the Court of Petty Sessions, such Court may, ifit ¢

i:“lfi’{y.s"ss“’“s) Sum gy think fit, treat the same as a Contempt of Court under Section Twenty-eight of Ordinance No. Six of

such cases to ascertaillgiate or prove the respective Trath or Falschood of any such Statements.
the truth of such

statements.

Testimeny not essen-Testimony shall, without regard to the Materiality or Immateriality thereof to any such issue or matter, suffer
3’1‘: to °‘;"1§“‘!“°_“‘° the Penalties of Perjury, if the Jury at his Trial shall think fit to convict him of his said Offence.

ence of LeTjury. VIil. Matters of inducement, and Averments, whether Affirmative or Negative, shall no longer be intro- 9
of Indictments and In. duced into Indictments or Informations for Perjury, False Witness, or False Declaration; and it shall be L
formations for Ver- sufficient to charge therein, according to the facls, that the Defendant, on the day or days, falscly, ’
jury, &e. knowingly and wilfully stated before the Court or Person empowered as aforesaid, the matters alleged to be

1851, (ss. 5, 6, & 7y)
amended and coofirm- > OF . A .
ed;and Ordinances No, ¢ February for the word ¢January ’s—Sections Six and Seven.of the same Ordinance are hereby revived

1 ef 1851, and No. 4 of and confirmed ;—And Ordinances No. One of 1851 and No. Four of 1854 are hereby repealed. {
1854 repealed. X. The word ¢ Witness’ in this. Ordinance shall extend to-every person whose Answer, Deposition, ™

A

Q2 , Tye Honghong Gobernment Gajette. [No. 58.—Avaust 9, 1856, i

Or (if before the V. It the Court before which the Statements in Section Four mentioned, or the last of them, shall ‘h;_v; s >

1845, and forthwith proceed summarily to punish the same in manner therein mentioned, which Punishment
i _ shall be in lieu of all other Penalties hereby provided. : ,

Not necessary n V1. In Procecdings under Scctions Four and Five of this Ordinance, it shall not be necessary to enquire,
VIL The Materiality of any False Testimony to the issue or matter in question shall not be deemed
Materiality of False essential in determining the character of the Offence thereby committed 5 and every Person guilty of False

Shortening the form

Ordinance No. 4 of g 1o seriing forth the same shortly, and according to the substantial effect thereof. ‘
IX. Section Five of Ordinance No. Four of 1851 is hercby amended, by substituting the word

[ 1 3
Witness’ defined. A g qavit or other Declaration upon Oath, cither rivd voce, in writing, or upon record, may be taken or ¢
might have been taken but for this Ordinance. . : :

e

No. 84.

GOVERNMENT - NOTIFICATION: ]

Tenders will be . received - at this Office - for the. conveyance «of . Twenly-four Chinese Cor!vic'ts« to [ °

Singapore. . ‘ v b
T'his number may be increased during the ensuing week. ‘
‘ ' * By Order, B ‘
. _ : i Colonial Secrelary.
Colonial Secretary’s Office, Victoria, Hongkong, 1st August, 1856. e \ L.,‘
No. 80. ¢

' GOVERNMENT'A NOTIFICATION.

Notice is hereby given, that the term for which License has been granted for the Privilege of Salt-weighing.
hiroughout ti will expire on the 3lst proximo; and that Tenders for the same privilege, for the period of One
Year from the 1st September next, will be reccived at this Office up to Noon, on Friday the 15th proximo.

The Amount of the accepted Tender is to be paid into the Colonial Treasury in Quarterly Payments, and in t
advance. - o ?

By Order, e (,,

. _ ,. : R o W..T. MERCER, - |

- . T ) : : Colonial Secretary. » !

Colonial Secretary’s Office, Victoria, Hongkong, 22d July, .1856. . L o ﬁ
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No. 81. o

< GOVERNMENT' NOTIFICATION. :
Notice is hereby given, that the term for which' License has been granted for the W

throughout the Island will expire on the 81st proximo. - : . e o
l%or the Year commencing 1st September next, this License will be divided ; and for this purpose.the Island will

comprise two Districts,—the one Eastward of the Sookunpoo Lridge in a.line South.towards Middie Jsland, and the

other the places: Westward of such line. - . _ : ) _
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