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: _ RicaARD Woosnan.
- : é _Acting Secretary.
‘No. 2.

From the Plenipotentiary . :

— dated 20th Augt 1842 -
““A vast object both for China aud England might
I think be gained, by assimilating ~ the Duties and-
iff, at_all the four Ports, which are to -be thrown

| open‘to Brifish Merchants. The best way of attaining
this object is for the -Emperor, to be pleased to com-

| mand the local officers to_ furnish. from each port, a
detailed Report of the fixed and -authorized’ Export
and _Import Duties, rejecting.of course all ‘Consoo,
CoHong and other arbitrary Char . e
can be examined by the “High Officers, on'both sides,
‘and{ ontbeing -pronounced  suitable and ‘corract.

ing-or extortion, ‘and ‘it would- be a ‘must'sa

Ty armn?emént‘for th?Mexclmn_t; of both Countries.
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wient  tikes the respornisibility, heroafter, sceing it
is now doteimined that the English ‘may “have
commuorcial dealings —with-any-Merchanfs whom-
wover thoy *plense, so that, being- ablo to cf_mm}o
tho ‘Merchanty for  thomselves, thoy are nowise in
tho same- position, as when dealing with a hml'letl'
number of Hong  Morchauts, liconced b China:
whatover Duobts - thovolore, there may bo, they
shall only be ablo to sue for the recovery” thereof,
through ~the Govornment, and cun, no longor call
for reimbursmer t by the Government itselll

(T'ruc Extract.) ,

. ‘R. Woosnam.

Acting Secrotaryy. .
From the Plenipotentiary

5t September 1848,

The High Imperiul Commissioners and Goverror
Cienoral, are already perfectly awaze that one of the
Chief ¢auses of this disagreement and consequent hos.
tilitics, that are now happily at an end, was the unau-

" No. 4.

-toin House_otlicers, and local Authorities, and which
exactions and extortions frequently raises the hinpe-
rinl “nd regular duss, o double and treble and even
fourfold the proper amount; to speak therefore’ of
making the Canton Custom House regulations and
PagHE the bases of future arrangments, is as it weres
“Perpetuating vemonstrahce and discussion”.  Her |
Majesty’s Plenipotentiary, has already recommended
that the Awthorized ‘Lanfl and Duties of the five Ports |
should be called for, and compaféﬂ wund an average
struck for the whole, : i
‘I'he-advantages of this arrangement are so obvious,
that they do not require to be enlarged on.  H. M.
Plenipoientiary canmost solemnlyand conscientiously
assure their Lx'sthe hmperial Commissioners, that on
the Questions of Import and Export Duties, as well
us ‘I'ransit dues, his sole and anxious object, is to
fulfil- the-duties;_of an impartiak umpire between the

high as to enconrage or foster Smuggling, nor yet so
Jow, as'rot to form a fair and legitimate source of Im-
perial Revenue afier paying the expenses of Listabligh. "
ment3 &c.  With these s ntiments the Plenipotentiary”
will'be heppy to confer with the Imperial Commissi-
oners, as soun as they have received iustructions from
the Cabinet, and the Plenipotentiary will meet their Ex--
cellencies” at Canton, or any other Port, they may
consider more convenient, to bring this lmportant

Question to a final close. i .
Steam Frigate “Queen,” off Nanking, 5th Septem-
ber {842, - . v
R R. Woosnax,

(True Extract).
’ Acting Secretury,

No. 5.. From the Imperial Commissioners dated
the 13th of September 1842, -
- 2ndly. Another article (see under head No. 4)
alludes to the duties being high and low, at dif.

ferent Ports; and” we proposed’ that the scale of || -

the Canton Custom House, should be assumed as
a model, and sent in to the Board of Revenue,

when being duly. canvassed by them, the same
should be respectfully put in force. Your Excel..
“ency-objectstothis, mmﬁ@m‘ﬁj
and says that'it is, as it were perpetuating remons.

Custom House duties, have certain fix
- beyond which, no’ extortion is permitted

We find that in China, the | t

themsclves, these items, are in addition to the re-
gular dutios ; and: afterwards, when the four-Ports
-(up-the-Const)-ghall be‘opened; arrang Ly must.
be mads with the Viceroys  and Governors of the:
Provinces coneerned, to provide for those ‘oxtra
oxpenses, but on no account, will there be such a
Paradot, as their amounting to three orfour times
the regular Dutics, Thus, in like manner, at the
City'ol” Canton, thore have always heen™ certain
established rates, and the extortions and auginen-
tations, that have swoelled those to 8 or 4 timos the’
regular Duties, should b submilted to the Viee
roy and Hoppo of Canton, who will exa qml“
distinguish clearly, between those charges which
ought to-be abolished, and those, which™ ought to
be retained+ but on no account, will such a vi-
cious ‘custom of trebling and quadrupling the regu- |

lar D be periitted. s .
In‘y Excellency’s reply, it-s stated ; that
after paying all expenses, you wish that a large’

-overplus-of Revenue; ma; -into-the- Imperial
Treastre &c. 18 our Chinese Custom House, just
as'we collect the regular established duties, so do,
‘we send them on ¢ this is our constant rule. i

“'Wedopot ask more than the fixed rates, that |
we may have an overplus, and yet the cxpensesjof”
the_Custom House must be paid, (as your ﬁgel\-

I-can only calculate--on, aud. decide upon, -what is-|
| just enough to cover these expenses, ard thete stop.
If your Excellency will consult with those ‘who
transact business with this. Country, and have long:
resided in China, and if your Excellency will care-
fully’ examine into particulars, you will clearly
comprehend our meaning. .7 '
3rdly. British"Subjects being permitted-te-trade
at five Ports,-as above specified, a Superiftendent
must oficourse be established, at each place, for
the direction of their affairs, All Englishmen what-
ever, ought to be completely under his control, and
the Mandarins of the Central land, will also under-
take that our Merchants and people be placed
under proper restraint. . Fhus, both - parties, - car-
rying on.their Trade on a'footing of perfect equa-

will be permitted, which ‘might lead agaif to the
involving of the t WO -*Countries-in-war:~As-for‘the -
Goods, which are to be” bought and sold, we can |
only permit these'to be bargained and settled at

roceed to 'distant ma; i ! N
kguch\' e nt markets in the Country, and
by smuggling, be that ever so small, - o
e -13th September, 1842.
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