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GOVERNMENT NOTIFICATION.

The fo1lo’g Annual Report on the state of the Government Schools in Hongkong, for the Year

1816,is published
for general information.

By Command,

H. E. WODEIIOUSE,

ColoniaL Secretary’s Office, Hongkong, 8th March, 1877.
Acting Cuknial Secretary.

[Xo. 13.1 HONGKONG, 14th February, 1877.

Sin,—’ have the honour to forward to you the Annual Report on Education for 1876.

2. From the Tables that form the appendix it will be seen that there was a marked increase in
,it. endance at all the schools, whether taken collectively, or in accordance with the classification

..niiiy adopted in these reports. This will be best shown by the following abstract:—
Increase at all the Schools, 12 per cent.
Increase at the Government Schools 13 ,,
Increase at the Grant-in-Aid Schools, 11

i. Clue very important feature in the history of the year is the great increase in the number of

Iri% at the various schools. It may be stated thus:—
Jncrease at all the Schools 27 per cent.
Increase at the Government Schools 30 ,, ,,
Increase at the Grant-in-Aid Schools 25

.hhniigii the number of girls bears but a small proportion to that of boys, being only about I to 5,
vet in ii &cc where female education is not. merely neglected but looked upon as unnecessary, if not

pernicioit, it is gratifying to see prejudice yielding as it is doing to the dictates of common sense and

doty.
. -

4. A regards the e72trnl School, it would he superfluous to add anything to previous

rqrIs. ‘Jhc numbers are all but stationary; aiid this is due to but one cause, the want of accointuodutint.
accointuodutint.Ap1’lications for admission ty steadfly increasing, and disappointments at refusal are becoming
morenumerous and arc being less lintleittly borne. As a remedy for all this cannot be für distant

how, although it cannot arrive iii time to nfVcct the current year, further notice of the school, its

working, its aims, and its success, may tliercfire be deferred until the new buiLding is occupied, and

more etentled sphere of action thus opened up to it.

5. One drawback to the efficiency oU the Village Sc/tools has now been very linppiiy
rnnoved, It had long been but too evident that the masters reserved their energies for the closing
weeksof the year, instead of applying themselves with sustained effort to the whole year’s work; and,

it bad been found that, in the Grant-in-Aid schools, the proportion of the grant which is banded to
Ilic uiastcrs has a most beneficial efFect in ñainuuinhrig steady application throughout the year, a

mud,ticntion of this plan was adopted in the case of the Village Schools. It amounted to this, that at
tileend of the year the schools were to he divided into three classes, Very Good, Good, and Fair

IIIU innisters whose schools were in time first rank would receive a bonus of $25 each; those of the

u;imI $15 each; those of the third nil; all below the third were to be recommended for dismissal.

Tl Classification was to depend primarily oil the result of the annual examinations, but it was to be

‘i()(lihiedby the masters’ attention to discipline arid other points of order, as ascertained on occasions
1

(i. It may be premature to found ion much confidenCe 0 the result. of the first year’s experiment,
bitt tl4t result amounted to this: that more attention was paid to the work, that the number of

utholar did not lull off rapidly towards tile close of the 3’ear, that on no previous occasion were the

Icholnrs present on the exaniuiation day numerous, flfld that the amount and quality of the work

‘1011eWere ticvr so satisfiuctory. Five schools were pheced in the first rank, nine in the second, and
thi

reinahuihtig fifteen in the third. Two or three at the end of the lust list are very poor in many
‘Y bitt there were circu,nstimnces, local and personal, connected with them tlmnt prevented the

iPlioIl of the severe measure which fatitis mnrt of the scheme. It does not, therefore, follow tliutt

(heywill be so favourably dealt with on a future occasion. Two schools also were placed
in this rank,

hItcli,
if

judged by the result of the exa,ni,mtions alone, would have been placed itt the second; bitt
IC(lisci )ltItC was so lax that any reward to the masters would have been injurious, 1)0th to themselves

‘d to their schools. A table with the schools now referred to arranged in the order of their efficieiiey
will be totutid in its proper pluce iii the aJ)pCIidiX.



7. There is little to be said of these schools individually. Aberdeen alone calls for any commentIn the beginning of the year it was almost extinct, the attendance having dwindled to four. This Con.tinmued till the month of June, at the end of which it was seriously intended to shut up the school. Itso happened, however, that Mr. MATHIESON of the Police Force was then in charge of’ tile AberdeenStation, arid seeing so tnany children doing nothing except getting into mischief, lie remonstrated withtheir parents, and the consequence was that the numbers rose from 4 to 20. As a final effort towards
utilizing the school, an evening class was opened in the month of July fbr the benefit ot the Chinese
police

and the workmen at the Aberdeen Docks. This gave promise of being a very fbrtunnte step.There were more applicants for admission than the schoolroom could accommodate, arid considerable
disappointment was occasioned tliereby The ClaSS at fiz.6t numbered’ 34, aid continued at nearly thesame ppint for. somo.inônths;. but on.account. of. the constant shifting-from. place Loplace.of. the:scholan,and also on account of one of those outbreaks of’ fver from ..w.hichtherillage har.dly..ever.:escnpes.ia
autumn, the tiumbers declined rapidly during, the •Inst nnnonths of the year. There is reason to believe,,norQovcr,.. that the master is far from blameless for the falling off, but how to find a better man is a
‘cry difficult problem. Tithing the year as a whole, th0 results were not altogether unsnt.isfiictory. Th
average monthly enrolment of the day and night schools together was 25, andilie average daily. attendance
fi,r tIme year was 17. Nevertheless, it-is evident that th0 Aberdeen school has not yet overcome it5
difficulties; mid itä future history is altogether uncertain.

8. The Grant-in-Aid Scheme.has imowitad a tlmr’e years trhtl, and theiresuitnis.upon-rhe whole
satisfactory. With one exeeptionjoth managers amid ri,istcrs .luve expressed ther.satisfiiction. with
the sclwrne. itself and wirh the :W0rking of• it.. St. Paul CoUegeSahool, St. .Stephes ChiirchSchool
at Sai Ying-p’in, and the Victo’ia Girls’ School were .udddro the list during -the lost.year. Sr.
Saviour’s Day School was withdrawn. This innkcs time present number.of.thqse schools eleven, nail
there are fresh applications for, the currenn year..

9. Experience has shown the necessity of one or two.rnodiflcations.of the original scheme. ft
is now evident, that the values of tile passes should.be raised, and a prpposalito,that;offcct vill soon be
offered for approval. It will also he proposed.to.pay for attendunce. Regularity, is iii itself a very
viilaable re-suit, calling for mitch .attpntion frorri all connected with, a school,.arid being only attainable
after considerable exertion. A pay)!ie!It, therefore, of so mtich per head,n the average attendance
will be included among tine recommendations that are to be made. This, it.is-to be hoped, will satisfy
the conductors of St. Saviours Day School, now St. Joseplis EnglishSchool, andinduce thcm.to.re.
consider their decision of declinitig to receive aid on the Present conditions. On another point which

presents an obstacle there may be some difficulty. It is objected to the present schetne that 200 daily
attendances of 4 hours each inn a year, is an excessive requirement, and that so much is not required
elsewhere. It will of course rest with the Executive to say how far, ,if at all, it is desirable to make a

retrogression in this direction, but.a recommendation to that effect is not likely to be made. In

agricultural and other districts where the services of the childrenare indispensable.at.certain seasons,
it is only proper that dine allowance should Le.inacie; but here, in thecity of Vict9ria, there is nothing
but 8ickness which can possibly interfere with a scholar’s attendance. At present. 113 days, exclusive

of Siwdays, are allowed for holidays and other causes of absence; . and if. that margin is not ample

enough for all contingencies, it is difficult to see how we can stop, short of allowing work to yield to

play. On n other ground will any objection be offered,..hut flrznne.ss on thi point sens totnean the

diffirence bewcen efficiency amid inefficiency; between a schot where edcati.is considered .a diffi

cu,lty to be strciiuously grappled with, ad a chol where o.uly a certain routie of duty is considered

sufficient.

10. A slight change was macic last year in two of the standards for schoal.s in Class I, that is,

schools iii which a Chinese education is given. ‘I’hese stminclnmrdswere too low, as was evident from the

numbers that were presented for examination under them. The managers were satisfied . with the

change, but the masters, at first, did not accept of it without some demur. They ultimately admitted,

on being pressed, that the change WaS all in favour of’ efficiency.

11. There is one subject which demands the strictest attention of managers. There is a tendency

on the part of some of the masters to push on their scholars too quickly to the hia-her standards,

probably, (shall it be said?), for the greater pecuniary advantage which they offer. °This was seen

very conspicuously at St. Stephen’s Church School and the London Mission School in T’ãi-p’ing Shán,

amid very disastrously at the London Mission School in Wán-tsai. Managers will find it necessary,
for

time character of their schools to give their personal attention to this matter, and not allow the examination

examinationschedule to be forwarded until they have satisfied themselves that the scholars are entered in

standards suited their attainments and to their stay at school. It will no doubt happen that a clever

boy can, with advantage to himself and to the school, be allowed to skip a standard occasionally; bat,

if this were the rule and not the exception, it would follow that the present standards are too low.

That they are riot so is admitted, and that being the case, the patient passing from standard to standard

Ifl successive years will be found to be the safest for the school and the wisest for the scholar. ‘l’his is

a subject which cannot be too earnestly commended to the consideration of managers. It was only

last year that the tendency was observed, and it is probably due, in some measure, to tine introductmohi

of th changes already referred to.



12. To.anothcr matter also the personal attention of all managers is requested. Greater accuracyin making up the annual returns. In England, grants are not paid until these have beenis
nCcs1 and: passed;. and, although there is no desire to bold out a threat, it may be advisable toeaJniiI

t the plan here. Chinese teachers especially have no notion of accuracy, probably because
appreciate the value of Statistics, which, it is needless to any, are worse than useless when

5wtiy correct. Managers viil find it absolutely necessary to check every entry made by the
chers,. if trouble to themselves and (lelay elsewhere are to be avoided in future.

13. Coining more particularly to the results of the examination, the question of attendance

ing already been discussed, 390 scholars were presented and 300 passe1; in other words, the
,11untd to 77. per cent. Thls.is lower than the average reached in England, but not lower

perhaP5
damn our special circumstances ivill account for. Speaking of the Birmingham Board Schools

inNovember last, time. Chairman is reported to have said: “As to educational results,• the average
number of passe$.iS now 86 per cenL,,umid for the past three years 84 per cent., whiletlie average far
ihe,rhols counfryf has been a fraction lt88 than 80 per cent.” As only three of our schools are below

thatmark, there are good grounds for hope that we shall not be long behind our contemporaries.
14. Arranged in accordance with time miumber of scholars who passed in the standards, the schools

tniki itithe following order. Time percemitages for 1875 are also gwen, for the sake of comparison.
1876. 1875.

I. Baxter School, Sal Ying-p’tin 90 per cent. 83 per cent.
2. St..Stephen’s Cimurchi.School, Sui Ying-p’dn 88 ,, ,,
3. VictoriaGirls’ School,. 86 ,, ,, ...
4. B.ctcr School, Staunton Street., .86 77,, ,,
5. Baxter School, Ttdi-p’ing Shán 86 ,, ,, 8fi
(. St. Paul’s College. School 83 ,, ,,
7. Victoria Boys’ School 81 ,, ,, 62
8. St. Stephen’s Church School, T’di-p1ipg Slidn 80 ,, ,, 92 ,, ,,
9. Biisel M issiori Girls’ School 72 ,, ,, 82 ,, ,,

10. London Mission School, T’mJ.p’irig Sb4n 63 ,, ,, — ,, ,,
11. London Mission School, Wn-tsai 59 ,, ,, 88 ,, ,,

Itis always necessary to repeat that this does not afford a just basis of comparison between the schools,
onaccoimmitof the different classes to which they belong; but, taking it in conjunction with the passes in

theseveral subjects taught in the schools, as given in Table XIII, it will not be difficult to arrive at a

fur conclusion as to the comparative merits of the schools. Managers will do well to give that Table

acareftil perusal, as by it they caii best asccrtniim wherein their strcnth or their weakness lies.
15. In explanation of these two kinds of passes, it may be st.nteJ that a scholar may pass in reading

readingbut fail in writing or arithmetic, or in both. He vill therefore not pass in the standard, buthis

‘assiii reading will count in estimating the general efficiency of the school. In England, all passes
:ire1neidfor, but here, as in some other i1ace, scholars are treated individually, and they have to pass

fnirly in all time subjects of a standard beibre the school gets the benefit of the result. 14’his, of couise,
ia more lal)orious work for the examimimmer,but while the schools arc limited in number as at present
thi additional labour may be disregarded; for the p1tn adopted is a better test of how far each scholar

Ins benefited by the instruction given to him, and of his individual fitness for promotion to ahigher
M;imulnrd. The higher values assiiicd to passes here make up for any loss arising from failures iii

inihividual subjects. Tn England, the rate is four shillings for a pass in reading, the same for one in

writing, amid the same for one in arithmetic, in all time standards. Here, the sums allowed for passes
ilmtime.s.indc,rds rise in a graduated scale from two dollars in the first. to as much as eight, nine, and

teumdollars iii time sixth, according to time class in which the school is ranked. The greater expense

mtteiidiiig education here is an additional reason for time higher rate of payment.
16 In addition to these general reiumurks, it will be proper to say something of the individual

merits of these schools. For this purpose they will be taken in groups, iii the order suggested by the

hireecilimigarrangement.
17. TIme Baxter Schools for Chinese Girls nrc advancing steadily both in numbers and in efficiency.

Thi Staunton Street school was rather weak in geography, and the T’i.p’ing Shán school in the

eXlmIuii:itio, of the passages selected for reading; but, with these exceptions, the schools stand very

high in all the subjects taught in them. The Tai-p’ing Shun school was removed early in the year
fmin

Very incomnznochious premises to the Baxter Memorial School, which is all that could be desired

ftClass.room. The other. schools are in fairly suitable buildings.
18. The St. Stephen’s Church Schools are two iii number. The new school situated in Sal YingI

YingI’iIl, Promises well. The scholars were wisely confined to the three lower standards, thus ensuring

Clllcienc:yfor the present amid a solid foundation for the future. Reading was comparatively the

wulkest ‘uNect, but in other respects time school stood well. There were only four fiilures. The

‘Ih.Viiig Si11i,1 school, for the reason already given, did not stand so high as in the previous year.
10 f;ihl of 12 per cent, in the number f passes was due to too great an anxiety on the part ot time

to push on his scholars too rapidly, and also to his undervaluing the effect of the slight raising
f this standards This will he remedied in future, US both manager and master are alive to the mistik

mistikthat, was made. Barring this, there was abundant evidence of much hard work during the year.

Sev1.1 subjects the school stood much higher than any other in its own class. In composition alone

umuidIt be said to be really deficient.



19. The Victoria Schools are also two in number. The I3oys’ School stands 19 per cent hightitan it did in 1875. ‘Writing (from dictation) arid arithmetic were rather weak, but in other
subjeegeography especially, the proficiency was very great. The discipline of the school is hardly 8tri

enough, but this reference tO it will doubtless bring about the necessary change. It may be remain passInv that in the majority of these schools this subject needs reater attention; for it include j
merely odcr and regularity, but habits of strict honesty when uner examination. The necessity f
keeping a close watch on the scholars while doing their written work imposes on the examiner a di5.
agreeable duty from which he could be considerably relieved, if greater strictness were exercjs
throughout the ver. It should not be forgotten that an adverse report on this toint reduces ti
grant to a school Sy 5 per cent. The Girls’ School is in a highly satisfactory conition.

Although
only in its first year, scholars were presented in nil the standards except the sixth, and all were
for the standards in which they were placed. Every subject was thoroughly taught, as the high per.
centage of passes will prove. The discipline of the school and the intelligence of the scholars Were
especially noted as worthy of commendation. These two schools are strictly undenoininational.
are attended pricipally by Portuguese, but are open to scholars of every class and of every creed.

20. St.. Paul’s College School is the third of the new schools which caine under the sche,n
during the year. It was attended by 102 scholars, and the average daily attendance was 65. The
teaching power is strong, there being a European master and two CliiiThse assistants for the three
classes into which the scholars arc divided. The class-rooms arc spacious and well ventilated. The
school materials, are good and sufficient. The discipline is good. Great proficiency was shown in all
the subjects that were undertaken. Several of the boys could have been placed in higher standanls;
but as the school Vas in its first yenr, and consequently feeling its way, it was wisely decided to limit
the standards to the first three. Writing (from dictation) was the weakest subject, but all the othca
were very strong. If nothing unforeseen occurs, there is a successful future in store for this school.

21. In the Basci Mission Girls’ School there was a frilling off amounting to 10 per cent. TIi
was due to the greater iuiinber of l)resefltiitions in the two highest standards. It was in these alone
that any weakness was shown. Tue others were well up to the previous murk. There was a retmairk.
able filling off in History, owing to the manager’s having bud to place the class entirely in the hiiil0
of the Chinese teacher, who vill have to exert himself considerably befire thc lost ground has b1e11

recovered; hut the school is in good hands, and defects have only to be pointed out to receive tl
attention which tlwv require.

22. The Londn Mission Schoors were ltlLrticLllarlY unfortunate, niid the cause was clearly amh.

tion ovcrleapmg itself. ‘I’he masters are energetic, intelligent men; but they allowed themselves to

be allured, it is to be ftarcd, by the pccIIrliary advantages which the higher standards offer. ‘l’his wn

not so conspicuous at the ‘1”di-p9ng SJnin school, which has riscit one per cent., but as it had a ion

leeway to make tip, on account of the former teitelier’s neglect, this is not so satisfactory as it woulti

otherwise have been. The Vãn.tsni school fell front 88 to 59 per cent. No scholars were entered in

the first standard, and only t.lirce in the third. The rest were (listributecl among the second, fifth, and

sixth; and of the 16 presented in the fifth standard no .fiwer than 12 failed. In addition to this eriw

of judgment, the imnister made a mistake as to the ninmirit of work lie had to do, and in certain C:IiC

ntteml)ted to dojust double what was required ofliiiu. ‘[lie result could hardly have been otherwise titan

it proveti. Perhaps the worst effi2ct hits been the resigmuition of time muster, vhio lost heart nmidgave iii’

his post. Although the examiner could itot trnnsress t lie bounds jirescribud to him, the niannr
would hinve been able to ninke allowance for fitihitigs which leaned to the Si(IC of ditty. ‘l’hie sank

energy properly directed would, on another trial, have regained nil that had beemi lost, :113(1fittmrn

success would have blunted the sting of hist year’s inisftrtiiiw. At these two schools care vill heiict

forth be taken that. the manager is consulted about the classification of the scholars before tli

examinations take place.
23. The School Book Commit tee’s books, which were at first neglected and not a little tlcs1astil.

nrc now rend in all the schools in the Colony over which there is Government supervision. Chutes’

musters, like a great ninny grown miii pco1e, object to t:IkiIu!. tip a uiei’ Stwhy. What they were tnuhti

itt school is good enough for those whom they have to te:ichi. ‘Ilie StiljCct—IiliLttCP, though very hinu,uIi:

to Europenmis, was, it in ust be remembered, cutmlr.ly new to tlie masters, vlio, if left to tliciiiclVr’

would not have taken the trouble to fuunihinrize tlwniselv es with the colitcuits of the books; hut steth

pressure froni till who were in charge of tile schools brought tibomuta change of attitude. Wlwmi tlL

masters understood that they had to teach them, the necessary exertion was soon forthicomizig, iiI

tho books nrc 110W read side by side with the Chinese Ciiesics arid no nbJvctioti offi.rcd. Three of thit’

hooks have now reached the second edition, nnd the series 1iroiuiiscs to have more success than t’oiil!

eVem•hinve beeti anticipated Ibr it.
1 I inve tl ic I ‘mintumto be,

Sir,
Your titList olittliemit Servant,

1 J:I;IWHICK STF.wAmrr,
(MPI bf Sc1.cvIA.

Time lIonommnble .1. nnixr.u AusriN, C.M.G.,
(‘ohmus! ,‘,.ir’lii’,,


