42. 1t must be rémembered, however, that throushout the whole year, two rival Offices in Jay
and the North of China have bc_cn offering communieation with Amerié’n .rm’d Lurope at rates lessTiL}:?
half of ours (5d. on letters for instance us against 1s. 2d.) and that, for Shanghai and Ports North 0}
Shanghai, the route vid Sen Francisco is at least as speedy as that vid Suez. At Yokohama algp,
nearly 10,000 letters and 6,000 papers less were posted for the Suez route in 1876 than in 1875, 1,
has been learnt that the Mail despatched from that port vifk San Francisco has been as much as fify,
bags by one Packet. Much of the contents would no doubt be papers, &c., which but for the loy
lt-g!,eso}yﬁcétéld not have been posted at all; but a few years since all the rest would have passed through

is .

83. The usual tables are appended. After what has been said above they call for no speciy]
remark, except to point out the large decrease of £2,530 in the total amount remitted to Englang
by Money Orders, a decrease due, no doubt, to the extremely unfavourable rates of exchange, which
bave been as low as 3s. 64d per dollar.

84. The quickest pussages horne have been made by the Messageries Packets, the Mail carrieg
H-wplch vessels_ foqr times reached London in 35 days. The P. & Q. Packets have delivered the
] nél?’mlss days six times. The Oceanic left for San Francisco on December 4th, and reached that port
in 23 days. _

.85, The quickest pnssages out have been made by the P. & O. Packets, which have delivered the
Mnils eight times within 36 days. The Messageries Packet Sindk arrived on August 5th with the
lgml 387 days from London. The Oceanic arrived on May 13th after a voyage of 26 days from San

rancisco. :

36. Tables B. & C. afford the following averages:—

Average voyage . Average voyage
al v:;{y taken.
British Packets, Outward, .....ccooveveeesveeeeecennes 403 days. 384 days.
French Packets, Homeward, ............oeevnunsienn. 421 38%
French Packets, Outward, ................ R e 413, 40% ,,
British Packets, Homeward,......... crerveresensnense 421 41

87. Tt is to be hoped that the next Annual Report will be more encouraging, if not with regarl
to Revenue (for Revenue is in all probability a thing of the past) at any rate in something to show
for the Revenue which may have ceased to exist. The chief characteristic of 1876 has been waiting
for better times. It must not be expected, however, that the Postal Union machinery will work
smoothly all at once. Much experience and a vast deal of correspondence will be required to settle
things into their new groove. Perplexing questions are almost sure to present themselves. Itis
hoped that public forbearance will'be extended to delays which, vexatious as they are, are inevituble

where correspondence with distant Offices is involved.
I have the honour to be,

Sir,
Your most obedient Servant,

ArLrrED LisTER,
Postmaster Genernl.

The lonourable 1I. £. Wobnenouse,
Aeting Colenial Seerctary,

Hoxakoxa.
APPENDIX,
(\) GENERAL RETURN OF POST OIFICE BUSINESS.
I SENT. _ RECEIVED.
- —
l 1&75. ! 1876. IvcueAsE. | DecneAse 1875. 1876. Ixcriase. | Decnpase
Tooks Books Books Tooks Books | Books Books Dosht
Letters. nned Letters. and  |Lettors| and [Letters| and [Letters| and |Letters’ and  Letters| und  Letters l:.
Fapera. Papers. 'Plpcrs Papees, Papers |Tapers. Papers. Py
Uniten Krvovos. No | No | No | No
I'er Nritish Pnekets, cueeesessnnnas| 186,625 | 98,787 181,580 | 88,898 | .., ... |8,945 | 4,889 |rocord | recordirecord record | ... i -
P'or French 1'uckots, ...coenseeeneness] 62,379 | 27,385 | 67,620 | 27,722 (5241 | 887 | ... n " " "
Uxtten StaThs.t -
Per United Stutes Packets, .........! 81,670 | 42414 | 32,827 | 46,821 | 1,157 |4.407 | ... - |19970] ,, |20008 33 - --__
Rroisteren CoRRESPONDENGE. - | 5
United Kingdom, suuesiesns 4178 | ..* 887 | .. e | BT ] 2454 L | 2060 . | e %i;-; -
Continent, wiiiivieersssmsassnee 622 aes 648 o 2| .. e ais OH .. 223 .. e — =
Anstrnlin, uveiiesisines 87 127 o .. RO 805 ... 186 ... 181 | ... e |-
Porta of Chinn and Japan, | 785 | .. 1200 ( oo | 46t| o | e | o | ta0sl 1.15.:’ w | 86| | - ] -
Straita, Ceylon, India, &e., 037 795 - 1588 | . 1660 ... 1,771 21| .. o |
Tutal, Registeral Correspondence, | 6,300 G,690 088 807 s %638 ih . I-----—
! 881 182
Tutal  Jo., Incronse or Decrease, | Im | [
c———
S : §68 1,710 1,606 H
SHIP Mails v e 1571 1,939 ... . st
: TS o

+ Including a very smnll Mail for Yokohama by each U. & Packet.
"+ Registercd Mapers, Looks, amd Patterns, not being nuinersus, are inclulded uuder Hegistered Letters.



Sale or Postage NStamps.

p————
1876.
1875, INcnEease. DECREASE.
""_".;;:m_ Number. Amount, Numb
Denomi . er. Amount, Number, A mount, Number. Amount.
g e . s
a € $ - $ e
4 Cent. g ki 240,808 4,810.16 502 11.24
don 65,004 3560 94 13:-35;3 ;’E‘;;';’ 00,407 2,410.88
» Y o ’ 2/0.74 . . 56,2 8,376.50
¢ » 12;';32 lg'ffg'“ 163,077 14,718.16 lﬂ'];g 1,295.12
2 40,900 Joisgies 21545 5,021 40 749 04.08 a
T o 1362.00 14,009 2,392.42 26,831 4,820.58
% 1,718 17,212.32 75,860 18,200.40 v PRYT 004.08
49,518 12,185.04 ! A :
98 » 80,037 o‘?m i . 43,018 12,185.04 e e
H1 B 90’965 24,020.10 166,183 40,854 00 - 86,000 95,828.80
8 4, 10. 9,727.68 22,198 10,854.08 . ‘ Wi 1,930 026.40
L H 055 16,271.80 10,484 18,704.04 2.529 2.427.84
3 Dallars. 2,009 4,138.00 2,900 - 4,502.00 "207 "454.00
3 . 1,000 3,288.00 1,289 5,807.00 193 570.00
10 4, s 3,030.00 263 2,630.00 : 40 400,00
Tolalyresess $131,787.30 $147,728.62 $10,040.42 $35,881.74
1876. 1875, Increase. Decrease.
Total Sale, Hongkong, .cccceersarrnrsresssnccscsrsrens $74,518.72 $78,236.78 $3,718.00
»  Shanghal, eeesnene e 40,180.50 45,074.04 5,188.44
1w YOKOHATA, reeeervrrrrsssssonmreoeserenrerrs 10.047.40 16,227.54 1
Other Ports of Chi 5 — 5,280.14
o ier Ports o na and Japan, ... G,134.68 7,589.30 e 1,454.68
$131,787.30 £147,728.62
POMRL Deerentts 1 00T0)wsucscesricussrssasssssssssovissane, soscissssiinsisssissssnss asasiangosss STOBA
MONEY ORDER BUSINESS.
(L.)—Orders drawn upon the United Kingdom.
1876. 1875. INCREASE. DECREASE.
Coloninl Colonial Colonial Colonin!
No. of Cur_nrni.v- No. of . Commis- Commls- Commis-
At Onlers | Amount. 5O | Orders | Amount. ston. f Nymber.| Amount, | ®9% [ Nurber.| Amount, | O
drawn, drawn,
£ ad g e £ s d $§ ¢ £eod| $ e £ e d $ ¢
llengkong, -..cccca 1,249 | G,415.14.11 | 200.82 1,620 | 7,457. G. 8 | 208,59 T sen 377 | 1,041.11.0 ©2.27
Shanglinky vessneanacn 715 | 8,286.12.11 | 12514 760 | 3,754, 8. 1 | 17).562 - v e 54 407.16.21 M08
Vokohninn, saieieens 372 | 1,552,132 2 63.00 077 _2,-'374. 2.0 80.08 er 2ue | 1,021, 0.7 3008
Total,......| 2,336 111,253, 1. 0 | 394.4G 2,072 [18,785.17. 6 | 547.10 ¥is " . 030 | 2,530.16.0( 152.79
(2.)—Orders drawn in the United Kingdom.
1876. 1875. INCREASE. DECRRASE,
- — | Coloninl | Coleninl Colontal Coleninl
Commis=i Commis- ! Commle- Commis-
No, of ) sion. No. of sion, No. of . sion, No. of sion.
Upon Orders |  Amount, Ordlers Amount, Orders | Amount, Orilers | Amount.
drawn, ' drawn. drawn. drawn.
£ sod § e £ sd| $ v £ad| $ o £ d $ ¢
lluagkong, ......... 04 384.10. 7 | 15.600 73 958, 0. 8| 1350 a1 | 120.18.11 210
Fnnghai, vpererennns o8 60.10. 7 4.55 216 95. 0.11 4.90 2 ans bas ane 56.10. 4 0.41
Yokohama, svveeernd| 24 00. 1. 0 4.40 24 103. 2. 8 5.35 , 13. 1. 8| 0.8
Total,......| 146 86411, 2| 2401 [ 12 436. 4. 3| 923.81 23 |12618.11] 210 .. 18.12. 0 1w
Deduct Decrease, wiaiesess:-s wwe| 18,18, 0 1.30
Total Increase in 1870, cvu.rvecr...| 108, 8. 1| 0.80 |
(3.)—Local Moncy Orders.
Drawx Ix 1376. 1875, INCREASE. DECREASE.
3 C i No, of Commis-| WNo. of ‘| Commls- | No. of _' Commis-
g:ie:af. APRLDL; o::;:.w Orders. Amount.| ' gon. | Orders. Aot sion. | Orders. Ampont sion.
2 e| $§ e $ e $ e $ | § e $ | ¢ o
Vongkong on Shanghad, .o 55 [1,43288| 1110 | 97 | 4621 482 | 28 | 97007/ 098 | ..
mekong on Yokohama, ..o 16 | 942.14| 330 17 | 30L92| 315 .. o L G [P0 S T
waghal on Hongkongyeeuereses| 05 |2,207.82( 2025 | 120 (2741511 2430 | ... 3 |100040| a5
ohama on Hongkotig, ...oeere 07 [1,321.72 12,60 108 (2,380.02 21.30 e . - 37 SUUA 8.7u
Totalyueearensesnnns| 233 (530468 47.25 208 |5,880.70| 53.57 28 1,010.80 6.43 03 1,007.99( 1975
Deduct Incrense, sooveanneninne..| 28 |1,01088) 43
Total Decrease in 1876,.....0000000 30 401.10 G.32
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