
:12. It must be remembered, however, that throughout the whole year, two rival Offices in .Ta1111111(1the North of China have been Offering Colnlnunicatjon with America and Europe at rates less thanItnif of ours (5d. on letters for instance us against is. 2d.) and that, for Shanghai and Ports North o
Shanghai, the route via San Francisco is at least as speedy as that via Suez. At Yokohama alone
nearly 10,000 letters and 6,000 papers less were posted for the Suez route in 1876 than in 1875. Ithas been lcarnt that the Mail despatched from that port vi San Francisco has been as much as fiftybags by one Packet. Much of the Contents would no doubt be papers, &c., which but for the lowrates would not have been posted at all; but a few years since all the rest would have passed throughthis Office.

33. The usual tables are appended. After what has been said above they call for no special
remark, except to point out the large decrease of £2,530 in the total amount remitted to England
by Money Orders, a decrease due, no doubt, to the extremely unfavourable rates of exchange, which
have been as low as 3. 6d per dollar.

34. The quickest passages home have been made by the Messageries Packets, the Mail carried
by which vessels four times reached London in 35 days. The P. & 0. Packets have delivered thc
Ijail in 38 days six times. The Oceanic lea for San Francisco on December 4th, and reached that portin 23 days.

35. The quickest passages out have been made by the P. & 0. Packets, which have delivered the
Mails eight times within 36 days. The Messagcries Packet Sindli arrived on August 5th with the
Mail 87 days from London. The Oceanic arrived on May 13th after a voyage of 26 days from San
Francisco.

36. Tables B. & C. afford the following averages:—
e. A vra,qe voyage

Avafve7ay taken.
British Packets, Outward 40+ days. 38+ days.
French Packets, Homeward . 42.4 ,, 38+
French Packets, Outward 414 ,, 40 ,,
British Packets, Homeward 424 ,, 41 ,,

37. it is to be hoped that the next Annual Report will be more encouraging, if not with regard
to Revenue (for Revenue is in all probability a thing of the past) at any rate in something to shoiv
lör the Revenue which may have ceased to exist. The chief characteristic of 1876 has been waiting
for better times. It must not be expected, however, that. the Postal Union

machinery
will work

smoothly all at once. Much experience and a vast deal of correspondence will be required to settle

things into their new groove. Perplexing questions are almost sure to present themselves. It is

hoped that public forbearance w’ilrbe cxt.cntied to dehLys which, vexatious as they are, are inevitable
whcr’ correspondence with distant Offices is involved.

I have the honour to be,

Sir,
Your most obedient Servant,

ALFRED LISTEn,
Po8tma8ter O’utiil.

‘Ilic lfonourable 11. E. WomnousE,
A cu,,9 Colonial &cicIu ry,

1ToNOKONCl.

APPENDIX.

(A.) GENERAL RETURN OF POST OFFICE BUSINESS.

SENT. RECEIVED.

1676. lecn,.tse. 1871. 187G. DEC,tcAU.
______ I_____ ——

hook, Docks IBook’ floki Booki j Books Book,
Lcttcrs. in,i Lctt.rrs. and

1.011cm!
and ether, and t.ctters and LeUcri and Lt1ers and 1.C1’

T’apcr,.— Pipers— Paper,— Paperi Paper, Pape.

UoIrKu Kc,ouo, No No No No
t’orliritist,InckeLs, 135,623 08,787 131,580 83.398 3,945 4,889 recordrecordrecordrecord
ParFrenchI’iackot* 62,379 27,335 67,620 27,722 5,241 887 “ “ “

I
UqtTKbS?A7K84 I I

P, UnitedState,Packeta 31,670 49,4l4 32,827 !!. — — io.o;o— 20,003 �
Rp.oi,i,u, CORRIInPOIWEXC.

UniLoiIKingdom, 4,178 3.871 _. 307 2.444 2,169 2S.. —622
648 26 ... i4 923 IL —

.AnstrnIi,, 87 127 4(1 ... . 805 486 1St ... —
Port,utChinaandJapan, 785 1,240 461 ... l,!0fi i,uwl

::Struita,Ceylon,India,&c., 637 706 158 ——... — l,ueO— I ‘711 ... 211

Tutni,TiagiwicreilCorreipondeoce, 6,690 1 478
—
—

Total do..Inerenieor Decrease, 881 I 182

_ __ I __

.11,371 1,939 368 1,710 I 1,690 14
Shipiliil.Ir.creue.

_________________________ I___ I

f Includinga very,,nnIlkinitforYokohamabyeachU. S.Packet.

Itt’gI,tardPapers,b’uuka,andl’attcrns,notbeingnumerous,arcImicluilemiunderltegiotcrvdLetters.
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