“ Appendix R.

REPORT ON THE GENERAL POST OFFICE,
HONGKONG, FOR THE YEAR 1924.

1.—Sraryr,
Postal Branch.

Mr. RR. E. Lindsell reverted to the Magistracy and Mr. M. J.
Breen assumed charge of the Department on 22nd March.

Mr. €. J. Poole, Superintendent, Registration and Parcels.
Branch, resigned on 20th January.

Two new appointments of Assistant Superintendents of Mails,
were created on 1st April. Mr. F. H. Holdman, Supervisor,
and Mr. P. Roza, 1st Class Clerk were promoted thereto; the
former in charge of the Parcels Branch and the latter in charge
of the Registration Braunch.

Mr. Thomas Lay, 2nd Class Clerk, Colonial Secretary’s Office,
succeeded Mr. Holdman as Supervisor on 1st April. '

The following: additions were made to the Subordinate Staff
of the Department during the year :—

4 Olerks and 7 Postmen.
During the year changes amongst the Clerical Staff were one
pensioned, one absconded, one dismissed and three resigned.
2.— MaiLs,
The number of mail receptacles of Hongkong origin dis-
patched during the year was 39,574 as compared with 39,459 in

1923—an increase of 115.

Receptacles in transit which were handled numbered 144,541
as against 133,408 in 1923—an increase of 11,043.

5,838 steamers carrying mails arrived and 9,302 left, an in~
crease of 540 and 938 over the previous year’s figures.

Full details are shown in Table 1.
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3.~—~REGISTERED ARTICLES aAND PARCELS.

The number of registered articles handled amounted to
851,973 as compared with 808,002 in 1923—an increase of
-43,971.

The figures for insured articles were 13,906 and 12,070
respectively—an increase of 1,836.

Parcels, ordinary and insured, which were dealt with reached
:a total of 396,195 as against 417,869 in 1923—a decrease of
21,674,

The decrease is attributed to various offices closing direct
arcel mails to other administrations instead of sending through
ongkong.

Full details appear in Tables IT and IIT.

Under the Local posted parcels established by Order-in-
‘Council No. 119 in March 1923, 442 parcels only were dealt
“with.

4, —REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE.

Table IV contains a statement of Postal Revenue and Ex-
‘penditare for the year.

The total revenue from the Postal Service in 1924 amounted
‘to $754,928.26 an increase on the previous year of $40,588.23.
The Expenditure for 1924 amounted to $269,568.06 which in-
-cludes transit payments to Japan for the years 1920, 1921, 1922
and 1923,

The balance of revenue over expenditure amounted to

$485,360.20.

Table V shows the postage stamps ete. of each denomination
1ssued for sale during the years 1923 and 1924.

Table VI shows the revenue and expenditure of the Post
“Office for the ten years 1915 to 1924.

Table VII gives the revenue from the sale of postage stamps
for the years 1922, 1923 and 1924. The increase of revenue from
this source in the year 1924 over that of 1923 amounted to
-$46,350.51.
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5.—Moxry ORDERS.

There has been no improvement in the Money Order business
during the year under review, a consequence no doubt of the world
wide commercial depression. A slight decrease of £729.16.6 has
taken place in the total transactions of the year but this is probably
due to the diversion of business from our hands. Formerly this
office was the intermediary for the Exchange of Money Orders
between the Federated Malay States and China, but last year a
direct Service between the two countries came into operation.

The telegraphic Money Order transactions with Great
Britain were :—

Inward 107 orders amounting to £1,768.10.0d, and outward
37 orders amounting to £1,258.14.94 against the previous year of
inward 76 orders amounting to £1,376.0.0d and outward 37 orders
amounting to £610.0.0d.

There was an increase of £380.11.04 in British Postal Orders
sold but this was offset in the reverse direction by a decrease of
£317.7.8d in the amount cashed here.

Local domestic Postal Notes show a slight decrease of
$527.25.

Full details appear in Tables VIII, IX and X.

6.— CHINESE DELIVERY SECTION.

During the year, this section handled 2,816,938 ordinary
letters, 123,161 other articles, and 8,906 postal hong packets as
against 2,472,829 ordinary letters, 102,947 other articles, and
7,922 postal hong packets in 1923,

The registered articles delivered amounted to 283,073 of
which 182,231 were from the United States and Canada, and
102,842 from China and other countries, shewing an increase of
10,997 as compared with 274,076 in 1923,

3,903 insured letters were dealt with as against 3,475 in 1923.
The total number of Chinese private boxes for which licences were
issued during the year was 356, an iocrease of 18 as compared
with 338 in 1923,

The licences of 27 Chinese Postal Hongs were renewed, an
increase of 4 as in 1923,
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7.—MISCELLANEOUS,

The revenue realised by the sale of postage stamps, the
financial index of postal transactions shewed a further increase of
$47,129.27 over the figures for 1923.

The Mail Service from London via Siberia which was discon-
tinued early in 1917 was resumed on December 28th, 1923. The
London Mail of that date consisting of one bag was received on
Jannary 23rd, having taken 26 days in traasit. The Service
improved steadily until the outbreak of hostilities in North China
and the consequent dislocation of .the ~train service south of
Harbin. On several occasions the London mail reached Hongkong
in 22 days. This administration commenced to despatch a weekly
mail to London via Siberia on February 13th, 1924, The Service
is restricted to specially superscribed letters and post cards.

One case of damage to mails in transit occurred during the
year, when twenty four bags of mail from Europe to Hongkong
were badly damaged by sea water, as the result of an accident to
the lighter conveying the mail to the B. I. s/s “Teesta™ in
Negapatam Harbour.

The Department placed its first motor mail van in commission
on May 12th. The van has proved useful in expediting the con- .
veyance of mails between the General Post Office and steamers
lying at the wharves.

The Hongkong Post Office has participated in the United
States Trans-Continental Air Mail Service since November 19th.
The volume of correspondence transmitted by this Service is
however insignificant.

The revenue collected by this Department during the year
from radio-telegrams amounted to $69,496,41, an increase of
$23,383.17 on the amount collected in 1923, Advices of vesselx
signalled at the Lighthouses yielded $916.40, and Semaphore
messages $11,65.

The number of radio-telegrams forwarded during the year
was 11,270 consisting of 107,771 words against 3,469 with 40,240
words in 1923, and 12,628 were received consisting of 142,325
words as against 8,066 with 98,284 words in 1923.

‘In conclusion I wish to thank all members of the Staff tor
the zeal displayed during the year under réview.

M. J. BREEN,

LPostmaster General.

19th March, 1925.
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Table V.

Postage Stamps; ete., issued for sale in Hongkong during years
1923 and 1924,

. . :
» Denomina-

" Inerensc +

_ [lopes,

tion. 1923. ; 1924 | Decrease —
| i N
* | ;
| |
Postage Stamps,...... 1 cent. ! $60,788 | 1,102,560 |+ 241,777
p eeeens 2 ceuts. ! 6,013,200 ‘ 6,050,400 '§+ 57,200
y e } 4 1 1,492,320 1 5,024,400 ‘+ 332,080
w e L6, 3 181,170 5 92,880 '— 91,290
verend 8 , 81,600 79,920 — 1,680
e w o, [,546.800 | 1,698,720 §+ 61,920
o e 1200, 5200 ‘ 91,810 I+ 12,640
...... 125, 4160 85,140 i+ 109%
...... 30 ’ 70,080 ' 78,420 4+ 8,340
v e 50 §8,520 | 99,860 + 16,310
p e 1 dollar. x 56,590 E 61,740 -4+ 3,150
55 eeeees 2 dollm's.‘} 11,731 ; 12,754 + 1,023
s e 3 5,430 % 7,510 i+ 2,080
53 veeaes a 6,610 } 5,890 - 250
1 ;
o e Lo 11,320 i 8519 1~ 2,501
- Books of Stamps,.....| 1 dollar, i 11,425 11,949 %+ 524
Post Cards,evernenen... 1 eont. i 16,630 36,200 !—{— 19,570
.......... ol B cents, ‘ 18,750 i,- 18,750
v ererreeeeens 2, 250 | — 250
) e L, 18,158 | 15,800 457
Postage Envelopes,...| 4 11,000 10,550 1— 130
Registration  Enve-| 10, 23,224 24,607 §+ 1,353
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Table VL

Revenue and Expenditure for the years 1915 to 1924,

Post Office

——

’ bof = e
z J | to Revenne.
} ‘ :
P15 L BRSASTIT | 40360002 [~ 3515125 1 100.54
1916...... 101,742.33 | 208,136.33 |+ 93,606.00 76.70
1917....... 403,869.87 | 259,21485 |+144,635.04 G118
1918, 42713288 | 156,107.60 |+-271,025.10 1 3654
1910, .... 43005675 | 10407387 | +345,952.88 | 2312
}920,.....i 526,122.08 | 220,378.70 1206,743.38 ’ 12,59
1921.....| (4415754 | 261077.84 +383,070.70 10.53
1922....... (02,862.11 | 25811557 -+40474654 1 3803
1029i 71434003 | 163077 |+622,700.26 | 1282
1024i T54,028.26 | 25T5T350 | H4OT,35467  BLIT
|

|
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Table VIL

Comparative Table of Revenue from Sale of Postage Stamps
during the yvears 1922, 1923 and 1924.

)
i
1

Month, f 1922,

¥ 1923, i 1924,
Jonuary, ... i 51327327 | 5885016 79,474.90
February, oo 35,306.40 | 4780670 | 4145703
Merch, woooooes 3040169 E 56,767.75 53,815.30
APHL e $6,398.85 | 53,58883 | 59,11095
MAT, ceeerererneerne 50,452.93 | 52467.36 60,427.39
JUNe, vieveeriiinnens ; 44 795.69 E 51,865.18 51,135.75
July, 43,336.75 | 60,616.43 58,241.11
ATGUSE, e eeerrnn " 4208810 i 39,738.20 54,070.43
September, ...... | 44.038.05 50,657.56 54,241 .97
October, ......... 4713507 ] 5675147 | 57,801.89
November,......... 57,535.91 i 64,179.35 " 63,0020
December, cecvuan.. | 52,756.99 E (0,378.62 63,233.15

I ; .

3 3

Total, e 5 57258395 ! % 654,667.06 | $ 70101817
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