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Appendix L.

REPORT OF THE SUPERINTENDERNT OF
PRISONS FOR THE YEAR 1924,

1. The number of prisoners received into prison during the
year and the corresponding number for vear 1923 were as
follows :—

1923, 1924
Convicted by Ordinary Courts ... ... 4,277 6,339
Convicted hy Court Martial 4
Debtors... ... ... . IR it Y
On remand or in defanlt of ﬁmlmo' ~met\ Lodo 1,003
5538 7,382

e -

There was an increase of . 2,044 on the total nmumber of
admissions as compared with rlw vear 1923, There was an in-
crease of prisoners convicted for lurceny during the year nnder

review, the number being 1.345 against 1,0¢ 60 for the previous

year,

2. The number of Revenne Grade prizoners admitted to
prisons was 4,695 made up as follows : -~

Convicted under the Opium Ordinance ... ... 2457

’ Gambling Ordinance... ... 147
”s Arms aml Ammumtmn
Ordinance ... ... ... 131
. Vehicles Ovdinance ... ... 47
» Harbowr Regulations... ... 16
' Water Works ... ... ... 16
’ Marine Hawkers Ordinance 44
' Dangerons Goods Ordinance 28
’ Chinese Wine and  Spirit
Ordinance ... ... ... 17
” Societiex Ordinance ... 27
" Puablic Health and Bmldmm
Ordinance ... ... .. 19
’ Truck Ordipance ... ... 12
" Women and Girls (Protec-
tion) Ordinance ... ... 9
» Tmportation and Exporta-

- tion Ordinance ... ... 12
. Pharmacy and Poisons Ord. 3
’ Tobacco Ordinance ... ... 52
’ Police Regulations ... ... 11

Carried forward... ... ... .. .. 3,018
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Brought forward... ... ... .. 3,078

Convicted of renioving dead body without permission... 11
. comxmttmc nuisance in the stréet... ... 13
» unhwfully boarding steamers ... ... 16
' hawking without a Ticence  veo .e. ... 498
. cruelty To animals cer oo eee aee e 9
” keeping houses for prostitution ... ... . 21
» illegal pawning ... ... .. o .

. drankenness ... ... . o . 3
» trespass ... 537
- disovderly umduct cee e eve e ees 31
' cassault L o o e eee e el 74
" obstruetion 25
. cutting trees ... ... . . L. .. 81
’ removing sand withont permission... ... 13
" mendlmncv v . 33
. unlawtul po\\esqon of Iottm) tickets ... 38
" unlawtal possession... ... ... ... . 328
" stealing ... .. O ¥ 1
' possession of unp]mnent ht for unlawful

PUTPOSE v os vee e e e 24
v offering bribe ... ... ... . .. .. 32
" ohtammg hy false pretences ... ... .. 64
' soliciting in a public thoroughfare for the

purpose of prostitation ... ... .. I
. unlawfal receiving ... ... .. .. .. - 053
’ " travelling on tram car without paying

legal hxw 12

Total ... ... .. . . ... 4,695

3. The above, figures show that 74 per cent of the total
admissions to prison were Revenue Grade prisoners,

The following table shows the number of prisoners committed
to prison without the option of fine and in default of payment of
fine :— :

Lo : In default of payment of fine.

i 'Wi.thout u_g;l'ved the! o . ll ;
Year,! option of. imprison- Paid full | Paid part : Total.

fine. { fine. | fine. \

. ' ment.

( \ ! !

f { ‘ ! i
1923 | 926 2895 67 139 . 4,277
, | :
1924 | 1,644 ] L1335 | 285 215 | 6,339

I i I
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4. One hundred and one (101) juvenilés. were admitted
during the year, with sentences varying from 24 hours detention
to 12 months hard laboar. In 12 cases corporal punishment was
awarded in addition.

- & The percentage of convicted prisoners admitted to prison
with previous convictions recorded against them was 17 as com-
pared with 14.5 for 1923.

6. There were 147 prisoners admitted who were convicted by
the Police Courts in the New Territories against 99 for the
previous year,

7. The following table shows the number of convictions in
custody on the 31st December for the past 10 years, and the
percentage of the total number of prisoners in custody to the
estimated population of Hongkong :—

\ | .

. Daily )

. Percentage| _ o~ Precentage

Year. ! Estimated | Number of of a\el);aeg;e fl to 8

1 population.| conviets. popu]ation._' I;;ir':onerso. ’ population.

; —— .

t l 1
1915 | 518,870 213 041 J 594 115
1916 ; 528,010 203 ‘038 | 638 *121
1917 ., 535,100 209 ‘038 600 ‘112
1918 | 558.000 224 . 040 601 ‘108
1919 | 598,100 259 043 - 756 ‘126
1920 | 648,150 275 043 755 | 117
1921 ¢ $65,550 231 035 ¢ 764 ‘115
1922 662,200 ! 259 | ‘039 787 | ‘119
1923 i 681,800 | 294 043 861 | ‘126
1924 | 799,550 | 345 ‘043 1 1,066 - ‘133

8. There were 463 punishments awarded for breach of prison
discipline as compared with 432 for the preceding year. Corporal
1p L h ngy p

punishment was inflicted in twelve cases for prison offences.

9. Ninety four «(94) prisoners were whipped by order of
Courts. ‘

10. There was no escape, but one attempt to escape.
11. There were 6 deaths (5 natural causes and 1 execution).

12. 11,673,172 forms were printed and issued to various
Government Departments and 69,543 books bound or repaired, as
compared with 9,440,324 forms and 70,809 books in 1923, :
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13. The buildings are in good repair.

14. The conduct of both European and Indian Staff with
few exceptions was very good.

15. The appliances for use in case of fire are in good con-
dition and the water supply adequate.

16. One new hall was taken into use at L.C.K. to accom-
modate juvenile offenders, in November.

17. The rules laid down for the Grovernment of prisons have
been complied with.

18. T append the usual returns.

H. BLOXHAM,

Superintendent of Prisons.

5th June, 1925.
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Tuble I1.

Return showing Expenditure and Income for the past 10 years,

i

f

: . Actual cost Average
Year. Expenditure. | ~ Income. of prisoners’ | cost per
‘ maintenance. | prisoner.
S '@
|
& e $ e. $ c. | $ c.
1915..... 109,369.95 65,5644.33 43,825.62 \ 73.78
i ~ ]
1916....... 112,615.70 70,018.18 42,596.52 | 66.77
1917...... 108,212.42 68,815.01 39,397.42 65.66
1918...... i 108,651.95 70,747.97 37,903.98 63.07
1919...... 135,550.16 69,277.07 66,273.09 87.66
1920...... 258,609.17 66,547.61 192,061.56 254.87
1921...... 297,970.56 79,635.73 218,334.83 286.78
1922...... 291,175.12 | 126,124.62 | 165,050.50 209.72
19235......] 324,698.26 117,302.22 207,396.04 240.88%
1224 ... 375,158.14 121,664.03 253,137.11 237.56
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