Appendix K.

REPORT OF THE CAPTAIN SUPERINTENDENT
OF POLICE FOR THE YEAR 1924,

StMMARY OF CRIME FOor 1924,

The total of all cases veported to the Police during the year 1924 was 17,569

as against 14,200 in 1923 being an increase of 3,369 or 23.7%. The average for the
last five years is 13,972,

In the division of these cases into serious and minor offences there were 4,509
serious cases in 1924 as against 4,011 serious cases in 1923 an increase of 498
cases, or 12.4%. There were 13,060 minor cases in 1924 as against 10,189 minor
cases in 1923, an increase of 2,871 cases or 28.2%.

Table I shows the number and character of the serious and minor offences re-
ported to the Police during 1923 and 1924 and number of persons convicted and
discharged in connection with these offences.

The following table shows in detail the serious offences for 1923 and 1924 :—
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Othef Serious Offences in Table [ uot spectally  classified
above are as follows :—

Columan 1924 1922
5 Offences against Ordinance for protec-
tion of Women and Girls .....ouuvees 63 63
6 Unlawful possession ......c..cceceenncannns 372 325
7 Kidnapping .eoecersoveeivniniinniinnnniin. 22 11
4 Part Cutting and Wonndmg ..................... 41 36
N Demandmg money with menaces......... g 4 28
s s LEmbezzlement .....coeciiviiiiiiniiiiiien, 63 71
ss 35 FOTGETY weverrrreiirieeruuiennnnueiens creveres 18 9
» 3 Receiving Stolen Pr operty ........ veeenes 66 27
s 5 Child Stealing .ooovoviiiiinniienin, 3
» 5 Indecent ASSRALE woeeereeeereeeireeen 7 3
» » Throwing corrosive fluid .....c.coviennnins 1
» 5 Arson or Attempted Arson .......o.einnn 1 2
» 5 Wounding and causing grievous bodily
AL civevtininineecmecneccnunnrsnanises 12
3 RAPE v 2 4
% Uttermc forged bank notes ............... 1
v Fa131ﬁcat10n of accounts ......eeevenninees 1
» » Conspiracy ....... P PPN 1 2
» s Alding andabetting in a highway robbery 1 2
v o Aldmg and abetting in a Murdel 1
» »» Having carnal knowledge of a glrl ...... 1 .
v Accesmw after a robbery with violence 1
» s Other Misc. Offences in Col dovirevirnees 93 150
758 750

Table 2 shows the Serious and Minor Offences for 1924
(under a different classification) with the number of charge Cases
and Cases without charge. Number of persons convicted and
Discharged, and Amount “of Property Stolen and Recovered.

CriMiNaAL INVESTIGAPION DEPARTMENT.

i. Mr. T. H. King remained on duty as Director of Criminal
. Intelligence until 5th April, 1924, when he proceeded home on
long leave. Mr. C. G. Perdue acted as Director of Criminal
Intelligence during the remainder of the year, assisted by Mr.
L. H. V. Booth with effect from 13th Nov emher, 1924,

2. The strength of the Uriminal Investigation Department on
31st December, 1924, was :—

Inspeciors and

Sevgeants  Lance Sevaeants Cons g
Sub-Inspeciors geants  Lance Serqeants Constables

European i2 4 16

_ § 1Insp. ] . _
Chinese 11 8gt. Maj. § 12 20 97
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3. While there wus u large increase in the total number of
cases coming under the heading of Serious Crime, the number
of cases of Robbery, Murder, Attempted Murder, Burglary and
House and Godown Breaking shows a decrease as compared with
1923, There was a swall increase in the number of cases of
Larceny in a Dwelling House, and a more cousiderable increase in
Larcenies. FPiracy continued to be a serious problem at the begin-
ning of the year, and after the Pirucy of the Sham Shui Po Ferry
Launch “Kwong Shun On” on Znd March, 1924, it was con-
sidered advisable to engage further temporary searchers for ferries
plying within the waters of the Colony. The strength of the
searching staff  for Outgoing Steamers and Ferries, on 3ist
December, 1924, was :-—

1924 1923
Buropeans ..... chemene evrenenens ceee 6 3
Chinese (regular) ...oc.oevvrens e 39 30
Chinese (temporary).....cceevieees 49 15
Totalivererrerienssnse 94 48

Table 111 gives particulars of Piracies reported to the Police
during 1924.

GUARDS.

Number of Guards emploved during the year :—

1924 1823
Steamer Guards (Indian) ......... a1l 326
Steam Launch Guards (Chinese) 18 22
Shore Guards (Indian) ...cceoeeenn. 406 420
Shore Guards (Chinese) ...... 28 28
Special Guards, Lewis Gunner(Indian) 50 .

Number of vessels which have entered into bond up to 3lst
December, 1924 :—

< 1924 1923
Steamers .......... v——nnn e iaiieee 249 233
"Steam Launches ........icieenenn. 45 40
Total e eiieneain eanen 294 273

[, PR
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Police Gruards ure now divided into 3 categories, i.e., (1) Ship
Guards (2) Shorve Guards (3) Special Guards (Lewis Gun),

Duties.

(@) Ship Guurds ave supplied to Shipping Cowpanics whose
_ vessels come under the provision of the Piracy Prevention
Ordinance. The majority of these men are ex-soldiers, and have
to pass a course in rifle and- revolver shooting, before they are
eligible for this employment.

(0) Shore Guards are supplied to Firms and Individuals
requiring Indian Watchmen to guard against theft, etc. They are
visited at least 3 times a week by Police Officers either by day
or night, to see that they arve doing their work properly and
efficiently.

(¢) Special Guards (Lewis Gun). When the Piracy prob-
lem became acute in March, 1924, it was decided to run the
river steamers in convoy, the senior ship to be manned by a Lewis
Gun Section of 1 sergeant and 8 men. These Sections were
originally supplied by the Military Authorities and later by the
Tndian and Wei Hai Wei contingents of the Hongkong Police.
This tock too many men away from the Regular Duties, and it
was decided to form a special squad of Indian Guards qualified to
handle a Lewis Gun and rifle who would take over these duties,
Pay : $25.00 per mensem, free uniformn and free rvations.

A cadre of 10 such men was formed from amongst the ship
Guards and S.M. Nur Mohamed was sent to India to recruit a
further 40 ex-service Lewis Guuners. On their arrival these
men were put through a Lewis Gun course, and under European
Police Officers took over the duties of L.G. section on board senior
convoy ships.

Conduct :—A large number of cases of * Missing Ship™
occurred amongst the ship guards early in the year. Punishment
for this offence by fining was found to be useless, but a sentence .
of a month’s imprisonment with hard labour inflicted by the
Marine Magistrate under the provisions of the Merchant Shipping
Act was found to be an excellent deterrent to others, and very
few cases occurred during the last 6 months of the year. 38 men
were dismissed for misconduct.

Musketry.—721 men were put through a wmodified revolver
course of whom 430 passed the requisite test and 291 failed.

Those who failed were employved on share posts withont arms.
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Inpew NTLFLGATION BY hwu\ l\IPRLb\IO’\\
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ProrosxarHy DEPARTMENT.

The Photography Department comprises two small rooms,
separated by a freproof partition. The entrance leads directly
into the Studio which islaid out ona scheme resembling as near as
possible that of the Photography Department, New Scotland Yard.
London, Wrom the Studio access is cramed to the Dark-room
and Laboratory adjoining by double doors ; ; as in the Studio, both
the apparatus used and the general lay-out closely resemble New
Scotland Yard.

. Since the Department was opened on the 9th April, 1923, the
following is a summary of the work executed up to the 31st of
December, 1924.

Size of Photo

Photographs issned. | !
< 3 b exio
| | |
T
To Criminal Investigation Staff ...... 480 260 44 35
Police Court and Supreme Court......f, oo s 24 ¢ 321
Tratfic Department .....oveeeeieeeeeil 192 i 20 124
Divisional Inspectors...... Q 12, 120 6
] ;
Totals... i 684 j 400 86 , 356
o
Grand Total..oocevannns e 1.526
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The following is the list of Photos taken of the scenes of
SCrioUs Crines 1—

Murders coiioii i e, 9

Armed Robberies .ooiveviiiieeiinn

Highway Robberiex ....oociiiieiains o2

Burglary .ooveiviiniiieien 1

Fatal Aceidents cooiveviiiivivaniiiennnnn, 7

FHres cvvieiiiiiiiiiiiiierieane creinaaa, 2
GAMBLING.

Three hundred and forty-four Gambling Warrants were
successfully executed during the year as against 202 in 1923.
There were eight cases in which no convictions were obtained.

There were eighty-one Lottery cases, compaved with 74in 1923.

PrOPERTY REPORTED STOLEN AND PROPERTY RECOVERED.

The estimated value of property stolen during the year was
$600,024.84 as against $657,671.44 in 1923, a decrease of
$57,646.60 or 8.77Y.

The average {or the last five years is $610,893.90 as against
$563,032.81 in 1923, an increase of $45,861.09.

The value of Property recovered during the year was
$55,338.36 or 9.2% of the value of the Property stolen, as against
$55,073.68 or 8.3% of the Property stolen in 1923, an increase o£ 9-0%
in the ratio between the Property stolen and Property recovered,

Lost PrOPERTY.
The following is a return showing Property lost or recovered:—

!
!

‘ l ! Articles ve-

Articles ! Value of
. Ly :
Year.  reported . ot e | articles
lost, reported lost. found.
T
1924 : 415 1$39,918.92: 123 t88.051.30

1923 375 ] 59,373.56 | 132 i 3,70861
i _

i
x
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Weiglts and Measures.

Weights and i ) .
o Correct Incorrect - Fotul

Measures examined ﬁ
Foreign Scales ...ce.oo... 156 25 181
Chinese Scales ............i 1,008 56 1,064
Yard Meastres .ooevevenes 462 : 462
Check Measures ...vevuun.... 726 . , 726
Liquid Measures............] 3 | 3
j k L
Total.....-...‘! 2,355 81 } 2,436

The following prosecutions were instituted under the Weights
and Measures Ordinance :—

Number of Cases ( Convictions Fines

|

15 | 13 ; $310.

Dangerous (Foods.

The following prosecutions were instituted under the
Dangerous Goods Urdinance :—

Number of Cases l Convictions | Fines

|
16 | 46 1 $1,425.

;

Arvs ORDINANCE,

Table IV shows Arms and Awmmunition seized and con-
fiscated during the vear 1924, :

Lraffie Regulations.

The following prosecutions were instituted under the Traffic
Regulations (l\otlﬁcatzon No. 377 : Government Gazette of 26th
Tune, 1924) :-—(For the purpose of comparison, 1923 fignres are
wlso inserted).

Year | Prosecu- | Convie- | (;"r’;fj’ Discharged! Remanded | Result
. i ! ’ :
PR —_— A SRR U i
1924 1 4790 4,390 158 45 106 S17.0937
1428 ¢ 5,730 4,088 302 327 23 518,326
i -—-—---—“ Manslanghter —_ —_—
| ‘ '
1924 | s ? 3 \ 2 3 ;
1923 2 1 - 1 . |
| ! i i




Foawmination of Motor {hvivers,

1924, 1923.

Persons examined .veeevciveecsececeiessssnsns 339
Persons passed ..ociiveeinnininieioncineio, 439

389
210

The total number of accidents reported during the year was

350 as against 267 in 1923 : —

1. Motor Car covveviieenrerieenererinsecasesnans 289

s 2 TrucK.ees ceveierreeercranrcersasocnnse vaernee 14
3. Ricksha and Chair ....cevvevevreecnecans —

E Y 1 210117 ) TP 47
Total..ovevvernnnnnn 350

209
12
5
41
261

The total number of fatal accidents was 44 as against 33 in

1923 .—

1. Motor Car veeveesiiireeeiininreranerreseeenns 33
PR s 41 (¢ -SRI 3
B I AICAT i e ieriienaenarneisvreerrananassssnne 8

Totaleeviiriininnnns 44

Motor Vehicle Licencing Season 1924-1925.
July 1st to 31st December, 1924,

Mechanical Transpori Inspection.

Livery Cars examined and refused licences .........
Motor Buses ' v 5 eeerienns
Taxi Cabs .- . sy ereeenens

Totaloiviviveniiininiien,
Livery Cars examined and granted licences.........
Motor Buses ' ' s emeeeeees
Taxi Cabs ' ' v avesenees
Commercial Motor Vehicles ., o eeeeeness

Total........ Cevenrenerees

2

~1 Iy H
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Livery Cars re-examined and found unfit for public
use from various causes, and taken off the street
to be re-examined ........ Ceveererierenes cerererennnee 52

Motor Buses re-examined and found unfit for
public use from various causes and taken off the
streets to be re-examined .veviveieeeriiiceeieracenns 96-

Taxi Cabs re-examined and found unfit for public
use from various causes and taken off the streets
to he 1e-eXAmINEUd  cvveeiier vereiinrrreniereterernaas 49

Qommercial Motor Vehicles re-examined and found
unfit for commercial use from various causes

and taken off the streets to be re-examined ...... 10
Totalieuverieieennnrannnn, 207

The Total Mumber of Motor Vehicles licensed :—

From 1st July 1922 to 30th June 1923...... 1185
From 1st July 1923 to 30th June 1924..... .1663
Mendicants.

During the year 1924 one thousand two hundred and sixty
two Mendlc‘mb were arrested and dealt with as follows : —

14 Mendxcaut& charged before the Magisirate.

i3 ’s sent to Tung Wah Ho<p1t31
5 o handed back to parent,
43 ' sent to Shanghai.
1 " ,, to Pun U.
1 . ,» to San Hing.
6 »  let go by order of C. 8. P.
1,051 . sent to Canton once.
91 ' " . more than once.

Dead Bodies.

Table V shows the number of unknown dead bodies found by
the Police in the Streets and elsewhere during the year.

Licences.

The following licences were issued during the year :—

1924. 1923.

Public Jinrikshas coveveiiiiniiiieiiiienn 1,925 2,038
Private 5y eereerisestrisesecssirairae 1,486 1,443
Public Chairs.ececeseeeenersesreeonsneseaanees 896 896
Private ,,  civeennenn veeesressrereesesanee 191 243
Drivers and Bearers ..... crerainsenes Corenee 25,561 29,404



Truck Licences .
Motor Cars (Livery) .o.ieeeee...

seseecun

nssceeceron sresvssses

» » (Prnate) .......... conaene
' " (Dxivexs).... ..... crerrreriaen
s Cycle (Llcencea) rereereneens
" ) (Drlvera) cerereneeens
Money Changers ....vceevererenincincennen.
Pawn-broKers .veeerevvverneeresereesnnns .
Chinese Wine and Spirits.......

Auctioneer Licences

Billiard Tables and Bowhga Alless ceenes

Distillery Licences
Marine Stores

Game Licences ..........

Hawkers..

Dangerous Goods ....
Poisons

Dogs licensed . ....ocveeiianninens

-

?

39

99

3

ka

Impounded .......
Destroyed..

wees

ernen

cee

“aee

e s

ssenvrors

Does ORrRbINANCE.

(free) ..

........

ase

Pe0cs0ssssraraasscnsrese
srecssessnessnses sevansecs sees
tretsassrecensnecssnns
R R L EEEXEYY see

sresssncee

srescuvesstenstscevsrensore

----- tessrnsssecnarss

Sold or Cla1med

....................

tevvarsnse ensssns tieavonses

cvacrosieren

364
8,515
934
18

1924.
3,485
23
497
239
50

1,600
254
542

1,184
405
475
212
146
459

3

3

38
30
329
8,947
1,519
23

1923.
3,479
20
134
83

46

The Dogs Home at Yaumati was handed over to the S.P.C.A.
on 1st November, 1924,

ProrFicigNcy IN LANGUAGES.

The following certificates were obtained during the year1924 : —

1924 31923
Europ- I Northern) Eunrop- . | s
cans, g Indians. Chine<a.}  eans. Indians. ';Chl,nese.
Cantoness 1st Certificate 8 ‘ 32 6 19 ! 31 t
W 2nd 9 12 1 2 9 !
v 3rd . 10 3 . 15
Hoklo st . . ( . . . i
. 2nd ' .o . . . -
Hindustani 1st . P . - .. .
Mandarin st » & 2 . . 3 I
» 2nd ,, i 1o . . 2 .
. sda o, | i 1 .. [
English Ist ' | .o 24 3 21
Fal ; 7 1 7
. 2nd 1 : i . . l
i

In addition to the above, one Cantonese obtained full English
Clertificate.
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Axnvuar Muskerty Course 1923-1924.
EuRrRoPEANS.

One hundred and ninety-seven Europeans fired their musketry
course and were classitied as under :—

1924 1923

Marksmen .ee.vveeiiveerenennianecnnnn 30 23
Ist Class Shots covecivviiniiiiivennnn.. 71 43
MA b a eereeerreereereneenne 88 107
3rd 5y eeveesesesesessecsesncns 8 28

197 201

Sergeant Cavpenter obtained the highest score, viz:—176 out
of a posaxb]c of 200 points.

Ixpians.

Four bundred and ten Indians fired their musketry course
and were classified as under :—

1924 1923
Marksmen .eeeveevvvvereeceesessscscanns 19 12
1st Class Shots veveiiiieeeviriinnennns 34 23
MA 5 eeererrereeeeeennaens 176 196
3rd ,, 45 eeeeeererseceeeeeneenses 181 191

410 422

—— —_—
———— amt——

L. 8. B. 4 Hazara Singh obtained the highest score, vig :—172
out of a possible of 200 points.
Revoruver (oURSE.
EuropEANS.

One hundred and eighty two Europeans fired their Revolver
course and were classified as under :—

1924 1923
1st Class Shots cvvveererrenierereninnns 72 23
2nd ,, 3y eesesessreeneresesssenen 109 133
3rd ,, gy eeresseseevenescnis J 12

|

182 168

v ap——
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INDIANS.

There hundred and ninety five Indians fired their Revolver
course and were classified as under :—

1924 1923

1st Class Shots ..evveviriveneeiinnennns 110 99
2nd ,, gy eeeesieseseetesirescane 162 270
1 I e 89 30
Failed ........ Ceerenereene tereererannees R 7 R
395 399
CHINESE.

Four hundred and seven Cantonese fired their Revolver
course and were classified as under :—

1924 1928
Ist (ass Shots vevevervecnivneeneanins 45 32
2nd . sy emveresesrisssscesaseens 144 282
Ird . 4y eeteteseccesscscenes veee 200 75
Failed ciniiiiieiieiriiiniserecenansecnans 18 .

407 389

Wer Har War CoNTINGENT.

Oune hundred and ninety-one fired their Revolver course and
were classified as under :—

1924
Tst C18s Shots cvvvveirrirecieierieseeeensneenes 38
2nd . gy essesereese Ceeesenanens veerianne . 56
Sed gy eserecescesriesesseraenes eveaee 59
Failed coriveeeiereieenivrrrrecenaansoneencsenannas 38

191

Conpucr
The conduct of the European Contingent (average strength
235) was good. The total number of reports against them was
127 as against 106 in 1923. There were 18 reports for being
drunk or under the influence of drink as against 9 in 1923.
Two were reported for sleeping on duty as against 4 in 1923,

There were 22 reported for neglect of duty as against 25 in 1923.
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The conduct of the Indian Contingent (average strength 504)
was good. There were 529 reports as agamat 532 for the preced-
ing year, For drunkenness there were 11 as against 23, for
disorderly conduct 72 as against 30, for neglect of duty 93 as
agaianst 110, for absence from daty 131 as ao"umt 110, for gossiping
and idling on duty 84 as against 81 and for aleopmw on duaty 13
as ,Lgamst 25.

212 men had no report as against 247,

2 Indian Policemen were convicted by the Police Magistrate,
1 for being absent from station and duty, and 1 for accepting
bribes. Both were dismissed from the Force.

The behaviour of the Chinese ) Jontingent (average strength
530) was fair. There were altogether 170) reports as walrht
1389 in 1923. For drunkenness there was none as (wa,inst one,
66 for sleeping on duty as against 95, 46 for disorderly “conduct as
against 29, and 1141 for minor O&ence as against 7z7, 215 men
had no report as against 275 in 1923, 3 C. (.5 were convicted by
the Police Magistrate (and dismissed from the Force) 1 for larceny,
1 for demandmo a bribe and 1 for being ‘Lb:ent from station and
duty.

The behaviour of the Chinese (Wei-hai-wei) Contingent
{average strength 273) was disappointing. There were altogether
502 reports as against 34, For drunkenness there were 4 as
against 2, 41 for bleeplno on duty as against none in 1923, 56 for
disor derly conduct as against 4, and 407 winor offence as agamat
48, 90 men had no 1ep0rt as against 78 in 1923. 11 P.C.D
were convicted by the Police Mavbtmte (and dismissed from the
Force) 2 for larceny, 2 for desertion, 1 for sleeping on duty and
6 for misconduct, neglect of duty and unlawful possession.

The conduct of seamen, coxswains, engineers and stokers
{average strength 232) was fair. 179 reports as compared with
207 for the previous year. For disorderly conduct there were 11
as against 27 in 1923, 11 for neglect of duty as against 26, 126
for absence from station and duty as against 125, and 8 for sleep-
ing on duty as against 10 for the previous year. 175 men had
no \epmt vecorded against them as compared with 138 in 1923,

Heauvra.
Admissions to Hospital during the last three years were as

follows : —

1922. 1923, 1924,

.o | Establish. | ablish| stablish. |
the Force. sons. the Force.| ~ OB 1 the Force. , S1ouS.
Europeaus,... 188 145 220 235 235 93
Indians,....... 431 497 3350 666 504 AR
Chincse,....... 762 326 681 549 305 642
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Return of Police treated in Government Civil Hospital for
Fever or Dengue Fever during the year 1924 :—

i Old Territories. New Territories.

Natiounality. Establishm tstabli
N § ent Establishment
of Treated.’ of Treated.
the Force. the Foree.
_ i .
|
Europeans, ............ ' 220 22 15 6
Indians, ...ccoeeennn... : 475 145 29 8
Chinese, ....covevennnns : 664 179 141 391

In addition to cases treated in Hospital for Fever or Dengue
Fever, the cases treated for Fever in the various stations in the
New Territories without being removed to Hospital were :—

Europeans...192 Indians...18. Chinese...606.

Hrarrys or Porice ar Nrw TERRITORY.

(NorrH) StATIONS, 1924.

During 1924, the general health of Police throughout the
Northern. District of the New Territory was not good, due mainly
to the prevalence of malaria which affected all ranks and the
Wei Hai Wei Police in particular.

At certain stations—notably Sha Tau Kok, Sha Tin New
Station, Ta Ku Ling and Castle Peak—fever was particularly vir-
ulent and persistent, refusing to yield to quinine although the
latter was issued freely and in strict accordance with medical ins-
tructions. At one period of the year—September—90% of the
Police at Sha Tau Kok were down with malaria.

The total admissions to hospital from all stations during the
year was 403 and the total number of fever cases treated in
station, 530.

Anti-malaria measures were recommended at various stations
by Major Hingston, R.A.M.C, and by Dr. Mcore.
It has been decided :—
(a) To drain the parade ground at S8ha Tin Kok Station.

(b) To provide efficient wire netting for the windows
and doors at Sha Tau Kok, Ta Ku Ling, and Sha
Tin Stations,
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In addition to above special measures, the Botanical and
Forestry Department has done excellent work thinning the trees
and clearing the undergrowth at Sha Tin and also at Castle Peak.
The Botanical and Forestry Department will also take in band the
systematic thinning of trees and clearing of undergrowth at all
New Territories Stations in future,

Warez PoLics.

Details concerning the Water Police are contained in
Annexe A.

REecrurring.

Details concerning recruiting and the Police Training School
will be fonnd in Annexe B.

“ Sprrciar, Bvenrs”
Piracy.

On the 2nd of January, 1924, the S. S. Tai Lee was pirated
between Wang Mun and Kong Mun by a gang of armed men whe
travelled on the ship as passengers. Captain Willox, master of
the ship, and one Indian Guard, were killed, and two Indian
Groards were seriously wounded.

On the 2nd of January, 1924, the Norwegian Steamer Salen”
was pirated in the Canton River about five miles from the Escape
Creek by a gang of about 60 armed men who travelled on the ship
from Canton disguised as coal coolies. Property valued at £1,690
was taken away by the pirates. There were no casualties.

On the 23rd of March, 1924, the Steam Launch Kwong Shun
was pirated in Hongkong Harbour by a gang of armed men who
boarded the Launch as passengors at Sham Shui Po. The Launch
passengers and crew were taken to an unknown destination. The
launch subsequently returned to Hongkong, but a number of the
passengers were held for rasson in Chinese Tervitory for a con-
siderable time.

On the 11th April, 1924, an attempt was made again to pirate
the 8.8. Tai Lee between Kong Mun and Wang Mun by a gang
of armed men who travelled from Kong Mau uas passengers. The
pirates drew the ship’s fires and tried to beach the vessel but they
did not succeed. '

The pirates then jumped overboard and swam ashore, several
of them being shot in the water by the ship’s guards. During
the attempt to pirate the ship several shots were fired by the
pirates in the between decks, resalting in the wounding of several
Chinese passengers,
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Porice CoxsTaBLE MURDERED.

On the 20th of April, 1924, Police Constable Batchan Singh
was found murdered on the hillside near the Kowloon Reservoir
with a bullet wound in his back. He had been missing since the
16th of April on which date he went out on patrol duty. His.
service revolver was also missing. Apparently a case of revenge.

ATraCK ON POLICE BY ARMED ROBBERS.

At 08.15 hours on the 29th of December, 1923, 5 men enter-
ed the 2nd floor of No. 206D Canton Road, Yaumati. Four of
them were armed with revolvers and one with a dagger. They
bound and gagged the occupants and ransacked the floor. Whilst
the robbery was in progress the Police received information and
intercepted the robbers as they were about to leave the house.
Shots were exchanged and four robbers were arrested, three of’
whom were wounded. During the shooting A.P.S. A46 Fender
was shot in the right arm, L.S. A119 Robertson was shot in the
abdomen, L.8, B267 Magher Singh also shot in the abdomen, and
Man Wan, Detective 551 shot in the right leg.

At the May, 1924, Criminal Sessions, 1st, 2nd and 3rd robbers
were sentenced to 15 years hardlabour each, the 3rd robber was sen-
tenced to a further 10 years hard labour (25 years in all) for shooting
with intent. The 4th robber is still in the Government € 1\11
Hospital under treatment.

On Ist August, 1924, the 4th Wei Hai Wel Contingent con-
sisting of 1 Inspector, 1 Police Sergeant, 100 men and 5 Inter-
preters arrived in the Colony. 30 of these men were posted to
the P. T. 8. and the remainder drafted to different Stations in
Hongkong, Kowloon and New Territory.

Ruwarps axD COMMENDATIONS.

P. €. C. 226 Tang Shing was commended by the Captain
Supt. of Police and gr anted a reward of $25 for alertness on duty
in effecting the arrest of 2 men, one with a dummy pistol and the
other with 6 coils of thin wire, at 02.00 hours on the Ildth
December, 1923, at Morrison Hill Road. The men were thus
intercepted on the point of committing a serious crime.

L. 8. A, 100 Elwood was commended by the Captain Supt.
of Pohce for alertness on duty in securing the arrest of Li Chap-wa
and Li Ting-chuen, Police l‘olophone clelks, on 11.12.23. The
1st defendant was char ged with being in possession of an offensive
weapon and fined $125. Both were  dismissed.

3. C. 180 Wong Lau was commended by His Honour the
Chief Justice and the Captain Supt. of Police for good work and
energy in securing the arrest of a man named Wong Ying who
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was indicted for wounding with intent at the Janunary Criminal
Sessions. The priscner was convicted and sentenced to imprison-
ment for life.

Detective P. C. C. 649 Chung Wai was commended by the
Captain Supt. of Police for diligence in conducting enquiries in
the case of the Murder of Li Man-kwong on 31.8.23, whereby the
person suspected was arrested, January 1924,

P. C. C. 626 Mak Po-tai was commended by the Captain
Supt. of Police for his intelligent and successful enquiries in a
case in which a man was supposed to have been murdered in
Monmouth Path on 16.11.23. It was subsequently proved that
the man was a habitaal criminal, who had been shot dead while
attempting to commit a highway robbery on oue Tsang Kai-fong.

P. C. C, 161 Tsoi Ying was commended by the Captain Supt.
of Police for jumping into the Harbour and saving a coal coolie
who had accidentally fallen into the water.

I. L. S. B. 116 Ajaib Singh was commended and granted a
reward of $25.00 for alertness on duty in securing the arrest of
one Ip Fat for Murder at Conpaught Road Central on 4£.11.23. The
indictment against the murderer failed only owing to some dis-
crepancy in the evidence for the prosecution,

P. C. C. 19 Wong Wing-yee and 1. P. C. B. 438 Ata
Mohamed were commended by the Captain Supt. of Police for the
prompt and determined manner in which they arrested a Highway
Robber at King’s Park, Kowloon, on 3.12.23. The indictment
against the prisoner failed owing to the poor evidence of the
prineipal witness.

P.C. C. 263 Lam Man wax commended and granted a reward
of $150 by the Captain Supt. of Police for zeal and vigilance on
duty on 15.1.24, which led him tq arrest on suspicion 2 men who,
on heing searched, were found to have in their possession 3
revolvers and 300 rvounds of ammunition. They were convicted
and sentenced to 2 years hard labour at the February Criminal
Sessions 1924,

Detective P. C. C. 596 Cha Pui was commended by the
Captain Supt. of Police for diligent work in the investigation of a
case of larceny from s.s. ““Yuen Sang” between 4th and Tth
February 1924. Six men were arrested, 2 convicted, and most
of the stolen property recovered.

P. (0. C. 427 Chan Cheuk-lam and P. C. C. 226 Tang Shing
were commended by the Captain Supt, of Police for courage and
energy displayed on 7.12.23 in securing the arrest of two robbers
who had taken part in an Armed Robhery at No. 2 Ching Kai
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Lane. The two prisoners as well as one other robber were
sentenced to 10 years hard Jabour aud ten strokes of the “Cat™
at the January Criminal Sessions 1924.

8. 1. Cockle was commended by the Captain Supt. of Police
for diligence in conducting enquiries into a case of Armed Robbery
at No. 2 Ching Kai Lane on 7.12.23 in which 3 of the robbers
were convicted and sentenced to 10 years hard labour and 10 strokes
of the *“Cat” at the January Criminal Sessions 1924,

L. 8. C. 447 Chan Tim was commended by the Captain Supt.
of Police for intelligence and forethought in the handling of
information with the result that a Burglar’s Den at Chi Ma Yuen
was raided on 20.5.24 and 3 men were arrested therein. Another
confederate was subsequently arrested at 419 Shanghai Street,
ground floor. A large amount of booty was recovered. The &
men, who were charged with Burglary in different localities and
on divers dates, were all convicted and sentenced to imprisonment.

P. C. C. 36 Pang Chi was commended by the Captain Supt.
of Police for zeal and intelligence while on patrol duty on 22.2.24
when he arrested on suspicion a Portuguese, who was found to
have in his possession pawn tickets relating to stolen property.
Property to the value of 55:18.50 was recovered and the prisoner
was sentenced to 12 months hard labour.

Inspector Pincott was commended by His Excellency the
Governor for the care and thoroughness with which he carried out
investigations and prepared the case for the prosecation in the Ka
Ngo Piracy case.

Deteetive L. 8. C. 179 Chan Hung, who obtained information
leading to the first two arrests and the seizure of a large quantity
of property which had been stolen during the Ka Ngo Piracy.
(the two men were leaders) was reinstated in the rank of Police
Sergeant, commended by the Captain Supt. of Police, and granted
a reward of §50.00.

1.5, A, 13 Kirby during the routine search of the =<, “Hanoi”
detected the presence of a number of passengers of an unusual
type. Later he found others in possession of londed revolvers and
had the whole gang detained.  He was granted a 4th Class Medal.

Detective L. 8. C. 237 Cheng Kwong and Detective P. C. .
368 Kong Shiu-hong during the routine search on s.s. Hydrangea
found arms concealed in a basket with false sides, being carried by
a passenger. The arms were well concealed and it was only by o
very careful search that they were discovered. During the
routine search on the s.s.- Hanoi a few days previously, they
made the first discovery of one man in possession of arms, which
ultimately led to the arrest of the whole gang. They were granted
a 4th Class Medal each. ’
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L. 8. A. 54 Dungey was commended by the Captain Supt. of
Police for his prompt assistunce to Detective L. S. C. 179 Chan
Hung which resulted in the arrest of two of the leaders of the Ka
Ngo piracy gang.

Detective . C. (% 653 Yau Chung was commended by the
Captain Supt. of Police for zeal and devotion fo duty in effecting
the arrest of a man who had taken part in an attempted Armed
Robbery at 8 East Street, Quarry Bay, on 27.2.24. At the March
Criminal Sessions defendant was found Guilty and sentenced to 5
vears hard labour and 10 strokes of the ¢ Cat”.

Detective P. 8. C. 185 Tang Sang was commended by the
Captain Supt. of Police for his zeal and ability in the investigation
of a case of larceny from the person in Hing Hon Road on
26.3.24. The prisoner wax convicted and sentenced to 6 months
hard labour and to receive 12 strokes with the birch.

Sub-Tuspector R, Shannon was commended by H. E. the
Governor for the excellence of his work in supervising the Indian
guards.

Detective I.8,C. 52 Tam Kui was commended by the Captain
Supt. of Police and granted a reward of $25 for diligence in
obtaining valuable information which led to the arrest of 5 and
conviction of 4 bad characters who had taken part in several
larcenies in the Western District. A large quantity of stolen
property was recovered.

Detective C. C. 311 Chan Sze was comwnended by the Captain
Supt. of Police for alertness on daty whereby he secured the
arrest of two pick-pockets in Queen’s Road Central on 24.4.24,
The prisoners were sentenced to one year hard labour each.

L. S. A, 95 Koowles was granted a 4th Class Medal for
courage and presence of mind on the occasion of an Armed
Robbery at 145 Portland Street on 11.11.23. L.8.A. 95 Knowles
grappled with a man whom he might reasonably suppose to have
been armed, knocked him down and arrested him. A loaded
revolver was found on the ground shortly afterwards. The
prisoner was found guilty and sentenced to 17 years hard labour
and 20 strokes with the “ Cat”.

S. I. Cotton was commended by the Captain Supt. of Police for
his resource in capturing a ricksha coolie who endeavoured to pick
his pocket on 9.5.24. The coolie was sentenced to £ months hard
labour.

Detective P. 8. C. 269 Man Tam was granted a 4th Class
Medal for excellent work in the New Territory during the period
from 7.7.17. to May 1924 and for the capture of 5 robbers in the
Man Kam To Brickworks Armed Robbery and Kidnapping case on
9.1.24. The 3 robbers were shet by Chinese Authorities at Sham
Chun,
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Acting L. S. A. 166 Jessop way granted a 4th Class Medal
for courage and resource when in charge of the Police guard on
the occasion of the Attempted Piracy of the s. s. “Tai Lee” on
12.4.24.

The following rewards were granted to the undermentioned
Police Officers for bravery and resource on the occasion of the
affray with armed robbers at 206 Canton Road, Yaumati. on
29.12.23.

Tnspector T. Murphy recommended for the King’s Police
Medal (Since granted). P. S. 180 Wong Lau granted a 3rd Class
Medal and reward of $100.

4th Class Medals granted to : —

P. 8. 110 Kelly.

P. S. 46 Fender.
1..8. 37 McEwen.
L. 8. 119 Robertson.

1. 8. 33 Clark commended by His Excellency the Governor.

dth Class Medals and rewards of $100 granted to :—

C. C. 551 Man Wan.

C. C. 526 Wong Kan.

L., S. 55 Li Cheung.

L. 8. 345 Shek Tui.

L L. 8. 267 Maghar Singh.

P. C. C. 37 Mak Tu granted n reward of $100 in addition to
a 3rd Class Medal.

Rewards of $530 and Commendation of His Excellency the
Governor to :—

I. P. C. 125 Narain Singh.
5 94 Chattar Singh.
" 154 Norata Singh.
P. C. C. 540 Ip Chak.
s 265 Tsui Wing.
5 322 Cheng Sham.
. 419 Man Lung.
w229 Ip Fu.
1. L. S. 96 Khoshal Singh.

A reward of $50 granted to Wong San, now C. C. 109, who,
at the time of the robbery, was not in the Force.

Sub Insp. McWalter waus commended by His Excelleney the
Governor for his resource and energy in prosecuting the case of
armed robbery at 145 Portland Street on 11.11.23.
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L. 8. B. 294 Makhwat Gul was commended by the Capt.
Supt. of Police and granted a reward of $350 for securing the
arrest of a man for attempted Armed Robbery on board cargo boat
No. 2867V on 11.4.24. At the May Criminal Sessions 1924 the
prisoner was convicted and sentenced to 7 years hard labour and
12 strokes with the « Cat™.

1. P. C. 250 Nadha Singh was commended by His Excellency
the Governor and granted a reward of $50 for courage and
resource on the occasion of the affray with armed robbers at 206
Canton Road, on December 29th, 1923,

Detective L. S. C. 166 Kwan Hing Num was commended by
the Capt. Supt. of Police for discovering the identity of a Chinese
who in self defence had shot a robber who with two others
attempted to rob him at Monmouth Path on 16.11.23.

Inspectors Nawab Khan and Mohinder Singh were granted
as a personal distinction the titles of Khan Sahib and Sirdar Sahib
respectively by His Excellency the Viceroy of India.

Drill Corporal B 321 Ali Mohamed, P. C. B. 309 Ramyan
Khan, P. C. B. 347 Fatteh Khan and P. C. B. 311 Farzand Al
were conmended by the Capt. Supt. of Policc and granted a
reward of $25 each for courage and resource which they displayed
on board the s. & “Tail Lee ™ at the time of the attempted piracy
on 12.4.24. Two of the pirate ringleaders were shot by them
while attempting to leave the ship.

P. €. C. 218 Chau Ping Kwan was commended by the Capt.
Supt. of Police and granted a reward of $50 for alertness
displayed by him in connection with the arrest of one Yeung Kwai-
sang on board the s.s. “Shan Tung” on 20.5.24. This man had
committed a Robbery with Violence at 33 Portland Street, 1st
floor, on the same date, and was subsequently at the June Criminal
Sessions 1924 sentenced to 7 years hard labour und to receive 12
strokes of the “ Cat ™.

Detective P. C. C. 311 Chan Shu was commended by the Capt.
Supt. of Police and granted a reward of $50.00 for intelligence
and alertness on duty in securing the arrest of .u Chinese who had
committed a Robbery with Violence at No. 2 Lok Hing Lane on
17.5.24. The prisoner was sentenced at June (riminal Sessions
to 8 years hard labour and 10 strokes with the * Cat ™.

Sub Inspector Booker was commended by 1. E. the Governor
for hard and successful work in enlisting and training three
contingents of Wei Hai Wei Police during the past two years.
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Detective 1. 8. 113 Kwong Lun wa: commended by the
Capt. Supt. of Police for the smart arrest on 30.5.24 of one of the
two robbers who had attacked with a dagger an old man in the
Sha Tin Gap Road on 29.5.24. The prisoner was sentenced to 7
years hard labour at the June Criminal Sessions 1924,

I P. C. B. 40 Sirdar Ali wasy commended by the Capt. Supt.
of Police for his prompt action in rescuing and applying artificial
respiration to a Chinese boy who had fallen stunned into a pool.
His prompt action saved the boy’s life.

Detectives P. C. 634 Tse Yuk and C 609 Yeung Ching were
commended by the Capt. Supt. of Police and granted a reward of
$10 each for good work in connection with the breaking up of a
gang of Triads in the Taipo District. 135 persons were arresied
of whom & were counvicted and the other 6 discharged.

Detective Sub.-Insp. Reynolds was commended hy the Capt.
Supt. of Police for diligent and efficient way in which he conducted
the case Rex v Wickersham. Defendant was at the Police Court
on 2.9.24. sentenced to 4 months imprisonment.

Detective L. 8. . 166 Kwan Hing Nam was commended by
the Capt. Supt. of Police and granted a reward of $20 for smart
work in connection with the arrest of 6 men who had committed
several larcenies in Wanchal District. All six were convicted
and sentenced to various terms of imprisonment.

Deteciive P. S. C. 84 Ho Hung and P. C. (. 257 Cbau Fuk
were commended by the Capt. Supt. of Police for good work done
in arresting one Li Yau for participation in an Armed Robbery at
British Sha Tau Kok on 14.7.24. At the August Criminal
Sessions 1924, the prisoner was convicted and sentenced to 10
years hard labour and 12 strokes with the *“ Cat .

L P.C. B. 5 Jaggat Bingh was commended by the Capt.
Supt. of Police and granted a reward of $10 for smartness on
duty in arresting 2 men for robbing a European while intoxicated
at Lee Yuen Street West on 25.8.24.  The prisoners were
convicted by the Police Magistrate and scntenced to 6 weeks
hard labour each.

I. P. C. B. 68 Milkha Singh was commended by the Capt.
Supt. of Police for jumping into the Harbour and saving the life
of a drunken Chinese male on 31.8.24 who had accidentally fallen
into the water and could not swim.

L. S .A. 1 G. W. Moreton was commended by the Capt. Supt.
of Police for good work in exposing extensive frauds on the part
of Chinese Distilleries in Sul Kung District who were system-
atically conspiring with wine dealers in Hongkong to employ uswed
duty labels on. bottles and jars of wine supplied wholesale from
the Distilleries.
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P. 8. B. 230 Atta Mohamed was commended by the apt.
Supt. of Police for resource and zeal in the execution of hix duty.
on the 26.9.24.  P. 8. B. 230, assisted by a number of 1. C.x
dispersed a large crowd of men who were making a hostile de-
monstration outside Pokfulam Police Station and his promptaction
prevented what might have been a serious affray.

P. 8. C. 192 Kong Yee was commended by the Captain Supt.
of Police for good work done in effecting the arrest of a Chinese
male, who had committed several larcenies at the Peak. Defend-
ant was sentenced to 6 months hard labour.

P. 0. C. 368 Kong Shiu Hong was commended by the Captain
Supt. of Police for vigilance while on duty at Yaumati on
18.10.24, whereby he arrested one man who had stolen money and
jewellery to the value of $1,155 from No. 2 Tai Yuen Street,
Wanchai. Property recovered.

P. C. C. 579 Un Hang was commended by the Captain Supt.
of Police and granted a reward of $§15 for alertness on duty on
4.10.24 when he arrested a man for unlawful possession of 28
bottles of medicine of different assortments. A woman who "had
stolen these and other articles from A. 8. Watson & Company’s
Laboratory at North Point where she was employed as a packer
was also arrested. Both prisoners were charged, convicted and
sentenced to 3 months hard labour each.

1. P. C. B. 402 Bhay Singh and I. P. (.. B. 406 Dadan Khan
were commended by the Captain Supt. of Police for general good
work done during their eleven yearsservice, which they both have
completed without a single report against them.

P. C. C. 5338 Lo Tung was commended by the Captain Supt.
of Police and granted a reward of $10 for alertness on duty at
Un On Wharf on 18.10.24 in arvesting a man who had kidnapped
a small boy. Defendunt was charged and sentenced to 9 months’
hard labhour and 12 strokes with the birch.

P. C. C. 161 Tsoi Ying was commended by the Captain Supt.
of Police for alertness on duty on 26.10.24 and the smart capture
of 3 men who hud stolen jewellery, money and clothing from a
dwelling at § Pitt Street.  Stolen property to the value of $256
was recovered. The defendants were sentenced to 5 months hard
Tabour each.

The following rewards were granted to the undermentioned
Police Officers for courage and prompt action whereby 6 men,
who had committed an armed robbery at Sham Cheng village,
Tsun Wan District, were captured :—

Sergeant A.139 Hourihan $100 and commendation by
His Excellency the Governor.
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P. C. D. 107 Wong Fung Yan $50 and commendation
by His Excellency the Governor.

P. C. D. 104 Tsao Tsu Chwan $25 and commendation
by the Captain Supt. of Police.

P. C. C. 7 Wong Tat was commended by the Captain Supt.
of Police for alertness on duty in securing the arrest of a man
named Yeung Chun at Connaught Road. West on the 18th
November {1924. The prisoner was convicted of Manslaughter at
the November Criminal Sessions and sentenced to 15 years hard
labour.

Detective C. C. 311 Chan Sze was commended by the Captain
Supt. of Police for alertness on duty on 7.12.24, in effecting
the arrest of a man who had committed a burglary at 22 Wing
Wo Road and recovery of half of the stolen property, Defendant
was convicted and sentenced to 6 months hard labour.

P. C. B. 417 Makhan was commended by the Captain Supt.
of Police for his prompt action while off duty on the 17th
December, 1924, in assisting to arrest a violent Chinese who had
committed assault and attempted larceny from the person in Ice
House Street. Defendant was convicted and sentenced to 9
months hard labour.

Return shewing the Establishment and Casualties in the Force
during the year 1924 :—
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Earopeans, .... 235 43 1 16 | 14 3 | a4
Tndians, -..... 504 | 82| 5 7| 12 8T 1 o6l
Chinese, ...... 805 175+ 6 1 23 . 41 | 71
! i . |
| | |
Total, ... 1,544 | 300 | 12 24 1 49 81 | 166

This number includes the Police paid by other Departments,
also the Engineers, Coxwains, Stokers, ctc., but it is exclusive
of :—

Captain Superintendent.

Deputy Superintendent of Police (Kowloon).
Director of Criminal Intelligence.

Assistant Director of Criminal Intelligence.
Assistant Superintendents.

Probationers.

DO B P et
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1 Accountant.

1 Assistant Accouuntant,
2  Storekeepers.

1 Police Secretary,

20 Clerks.
10 Telephone Clerks.
68 Interpreters.
124 Messengers und Coolies.
2 Indian and 2 Chinese Constables who are em-
ployed by Private Firms.
2 Shroffs.

Actual Strength on the 10th December, 1924,

%Europemls. { Indians, | Chinese. Total.

! i i

;
Present, ...veceeeeen..- | 200 | 437 | 761 1,398
Sick or Absent on ! ] 1

leave, ..cocivniininns ' 35 67 [ 35 137
Excessover Lstimates: T T . 14
Vacancies, ......c.e.ee % 9 ! 9

| - :

1 .

|

Total, ...ooivenned! 242 311 805 1,538

EXECUTIVE STAFF.

Mr. T. H. King, Director of Criminal Intelligence proceeded
on 10 months leave to the United Kingdom on April 5th, 1924, and
Mr. O. G. Perdue was appointed to act during Mr. King’s absence
as Director of Criminal Intelligence.

Mr. D. Burlingham proceeded on leave of absence to the
United Kingdom for 10 months on May 3rd, 1924,

Captain H. F. Bloxham was temporarily appointed Assistant
Superintendent of Police in charge of Indian Guards on February
1st, 1924,

Mr. L. H. V. Booth proceeded on. 7 months leave of absence
to the United Kingdom on April 5th, 1924, and was appointed to
act as Assistant Director of Criminal Intelligence on his return
from leave on November 13th, 1924.

Inspector W. G. Gerrard was appointed to act as Assistant
Superintendent of Police on April 5th, 1924.

Mr. W. Le Bart Sparrow was appointed Police Probationer
on October 25th, 1924, and Mr. L. H. C. Calthrop was appointed
Police Probationer on November 27th, 1924.
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Table showing the Total Strength, Bxpenditure and Revenue
of the Police Dep'u tment for the years 1914 to 1924 :—

Total N

i
Year i Strength lf Fxpenditure Revenue
|
1914 ... \ 1,304 $ 789,100 K 193,915
1915 ... ' 1,289 765,911 185 584
1916 ............ 1,215 703,743 192,796
1917 ... ; 1,229 694,115 210,071
1918 ........... " 1,228 727,233 219,012
1919 ... 1,228 840,977 | 225,031
1920 ... ........ 1,281 1,165.08¢ | 229,122
1921 ...l 1,341 1,443,627 259,876
1922 ... 1,381 1,583,772 376,347
1923 ... 1,589 1,633,347 549,443
1924 ... 1,774 : 1,877,948 | 389,176
Annexe A.

Rervorr ox tuoE Warkr PoLnice.

T have the honour to report that the strength of the Water
Police as it now stands is 2 Inspectors, 2 Sub-Tnspectors, 4 Crown
Sergeants, 18 Lance Sergeants and 3 Karopean Constables, 34
Coxswains, 4 Boo.tswams, 116 Seamen, 36 Fntrmeeb, 34 Stokers,
2 Barrack Ser, gednts, Station Sergeants, 2 Carpenters, 2 Puinters,
1 Sailmaker, 1 Motor Mechanic, 12 Detectnes and 17 Boatmen
making a total of 292.

The above is the actual strength on the 31st December, 1924,
and includes all the detectives at Water Police Station and those
under the Piracy Prevention Ordinance.

- Yearly return of chunges in the cstablishment during the
year 1924. :

Resighations .cvveerriiiencraieniinns 18
Dismissals vevveeiisiieiiioiionnnenn. . 22
Struck off ..... Ceeerrreeeevatsrannnneins 6
Medically unfit ..oooeiviiiiiiiini, —
REtIrements veeeeereeeereneensereenes 3
Deaths  covivvvviiiiiirieer cercrevenans 2

Total.vveeereeernns 51

Enlstment coee e e iniiiiveccesannnnnen 66
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During the year under review the four large Cruising Police
Launches Nos. 1, 2, 3 and 4 have all been thoroughly overhauled
besides being slipped quarterly when minor repairs were effected.
These launches are now in good running order.

Four of the six patrol launches 5, 6, 7, §, have been kept on
harbour beats during the year. They have been overhauled and
are in a satisfactory condition except No. 8 which should be replaced
in 1926.

Motor Boats 10, 11 and 12 have all been overhauled every
three months and are in good running order,

Searchlights have been installed on Nos. 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 and
No. 14 Launches,

One new launch No. 14 was taken over during 1924.
All Pulling Boats and gear are in good order and condition.

The usual Rifle and Vickers gun practices have been carried
out by Nos. 1, 2, 3 and 4 launches.

The traffic in Arms, principally from Furope -continued
during the year. Several important seizures were made by a
special staff of Searchers,

A special staff was employed throughout the year in carrying
out searches under the Piracy Prevention Ordinance.

I attach details of the principal seizures of arms by the Water
Police and the Searchers under the Piracy Prevention Ordinance
during the year,

P, P. J. WoDEHOUSE,
Deputy Superintendent of Police.
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List of arms cases (with arrest) during 1924,

Date.

Name of Defendants.

Charge.

l By Whom
| arrested.

Results.

6.1.24

11.1.24

16.3.24

{

|
22.4.24 |

22.4.24

17.8.24 |

H
i

15824 |

]
|
|
|
|

Chan Chun-chau...22
Hung Kwai-ting ...34
Hung Yau-wa ......27

Chung Sau ......... 24

Chan Man-lai

Chan Tak-fu ......20
Tsing Tsat-fat......25
WongCheong-chun 27
Chung Sauw-hung...22

Ko Shing..eeen-..... 27

Wong Fun,PantryBoy

Ma Hing, fireman ...

j{ sident Wilson .
!

Possession of 5 Auto-
matic pistol (loaded)
7 Revolversand 110

rds, of ammunition
on board steamship ;
“ Hanoi ”. }

revolvers and 2 dag- |
gers on“ Hydrangea”

Possession of 2 Auto-
matic pistol 2 spare
magazine and 562

| rds. of ammunition

( President Wilson).

Possession of 39 revo-
Ivers and 3900 rds.
of revolver ammuni-
tion and 85,080 rds.
of Mauser ammuni-
tion on s. s, Paul
Lecat.

Possession of 18 Mau-
ser pistol and 8,800
rds. of ammunition
on s.8. Paul Lecat.

Possession of 3 revol- |
vers and 500 rds.
ammunition on s,s.
Paul Lecat.

Possession of 3 revol-
vers and 40 rds. of
ammunition on ‘“Pre

LS.A. 13

Possession of 3 loaded | A. 13 and

C. 368.

10 years each
C. No. 1782.

9 years and 10

Strokes C. No.
1715.

C.553. | $1000. Fine

P.S.A. 58,

P.S.A. 58,

A. 136.

R.O. 40.

I C. No. 4406.

12 monthseach,

12 months.

Fine $1000 or
12 months.
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List of arms cases (with arrest) during 1924,—Continued.

By Whom

- Date. | Name of Defendants. Charge. arrested. | Results.
18.8.24 | Li Kam-lun ..... veeed2 | Possession of 1 Luger | C. 605. | Fined $5006 C.
pistol and 600 rds. No. 3299.
of ammunition on
8.5, Emypress of Asia.
:30.8.24 | Yeung To........ +...54 | Possession of 3 revol- | C. 533. [Fined $1000 C.
ver, 1 Luger pistol, No. 3537.
f 600 rds. and 6 pistol
! clips on s.s. Presi-
dent Cleveland,
15.9.24 | Liu Hing ............ 43 | Possession of 1 revol- | Watchman | 12 months C.
ver on s s. President 301. No. 3858.
Harrison.
13.9.24 | Yeung Wai Kam...50 { Possession of 7 revol-| C. 553. |Fined $1000 C.
; vers, and 1,100 rds. No. 3831.
of ammunition on
“President Cleve-
land ”,
22.9.24 | William Iarl Hasting | Possession of 2 revol-| R.0. 1. |12 months C.
| versand 324 rds, of No. 4063.
i ammunition on s.s.
) “ President McKin-
| ley ™.
27.9.24 fLam Tak-chi ..... 38 | Possession of 1 Mau-|{ R.O. 20. |Fined $500 C.
| ser pistol, 1 Revol- No. 4132,
' ver and 190 rds. of
ammunition on ss.
“ President Pierce .
7.10.24 | Juwa Khan ............ | Possession of 2 revol-| A. 58. d years.
ver and 100 rds. of
ammunition.
7.12.24 | Cheung Yuen ...... 45 | Possession of 2 rifles| R. 145. | Fined $500 .

and 120 rds, of am-
munition on Presi-
dent Jefferson.

No. 5786.
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LIST OF SEIZURE OF ARMS & AMMUNITION
DURING THE YEAR OF 1924.

25.1.24. Brought to station by A. 13 Kirby from on board
S.8. Bandosan 62 revolvers, 3 Automatic pistols (Mauser) 10,000
rounds of pistol ammunition, 5,400 rounds of revolver ammunition.

4.2.24. Brought to station by A. 71 Waller from on board
- 8.8. President Hanison found by F.8. Moody 4th Officer, 1 Mauser
rifle, 6 revolvers, 1 Automatic pistol and 1,532 rounds of ammun-
tion.

26.3.24. Brought to station by A. 71 from on board 8.8.
President Wilson, handed over by William Hasting 1st Officer,
350 S. & W. .38 revolver ammunition, 620 Mauser revolver
ammunition.

29.3.24. Brought to station by female searcher No. 5, Li Tat
from on board 8.8, Lu Chow, 1 Automatic pistol, 1 magazine, and
99 rds of ammunition.

21.4.24. Brought to station by A 58 from on board S.8.
Panl Lecate found by Chief Officer, 18 Mauser pistols, 8,800
rounds of ammunition (Mauser).

21.4.24. Brought to station by A. 58 from on board 8.8.
Paul Lecate handed over by Chiet Officer, 39 revolvers, 3,900
rounds of ammunition (revolver) and 85,980 rounds of Mauser
ammunition.

19.5.24. Brought to station by A. 136 from on board 8.8.
Phranang, 16 revolvers, 1,050 rounds of ammunition, 10 Luger
pistols, 8 Luger stocks, 15 Luger Magazines, 1,600 rounds of
ammunition, 8 Antomatics complete and 100 rounds of ammunition
and 4,925 rounds of Maunser ammunition.

11.6.24. Brought to station by A. 58 found by him on board
Licensed Junk No. 795, having been thrown on board from S.S.
Carnarvanshire, 3 Mauser pistols, 2 Automatic pistols and 584
rounds of ammunition.

11.6.24. Brought to station by R.O. Lanigan from on board
S.8. Carnarvanshire 14 Mauser pistols with wooden stocks, 18
Automatic pistols, 1 wooden stock and 3,145 rounds of ammunition.

15.7.24. Brought to station by A. 13 from on board S.S.
Kitana Maru, 2,900 rounds of ammunition,

28.7.24. Brought to station by A. 58 from on board S.8.
Victoria, 9 Lee Bnfield rifles, 1,000 rounds of Mark VII awmauni-
tion, 33,950 rounds of Luger Auntomatic ammunition.
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1.9.24, Brought to station by A. 122 from on board S. S
Andre Lebon handed over by Capt. Wettely, 4 Luger pistols,
Long revolvers, 2 short revolvers, 1,980 rounds of Luger ammuni-
tion, 300 rounds of revolver .1mmumtlon, 700 muuds of revolver
ammunition. .

23.9.24. Brought to station by A. 136 from on board
Empress of Russia found by Staff Captain William David Chef, 30
Mausers with stocks and 30 magazines and 2,940 mauser ammuni-
tion, 150 rds. of Winchester ammunition aad 200 rounds of S. &
W. long ammunition.

24.9.24. Brought to station by Sergt. Simpson from on
board Empress of Russia handed over by Staff Captain William
David Chef, 2 Winchester Rifles, 400 rounds of Winchester

ammmunition.

24.9.24. Brought to station by Sergt. Dorling from on board
S.S. West Carmona ou the 13th inst. and reported vide morning
report of the 24th fust. 200 rounds of 8, W. revolvers, 20 fhon-p-
son Machine guns and 60 magazines, 19,950 rounds of Machine
gun atmmunition, 14,750 rounds of 32 cab. revolver ammunition
and 6 cleaning rods.

27.9.24. Brought to station by L.S.A. 13 Kilby two "32
revolvers, 2 Luger, 1 Mauser and 380 round of ammunition found
anclaimed on board S.S. President Pierce.

28.9.24. Brought to station by L.S. 136 Simpson, 2 Mauser
revolvers and 1 Automatic pistol, 107 rounds of ammunition, 1
Mauser magazine and 2 spare parts found unclaimed on board the

3.8, Chantﬂly.

30.9.24. Brought to station 5 Swnith Wesson rovolvers aml
950 rounds of ammumtlon found unclaimed on No. 3 Wharf,
H.K. & K. Godown by R.0. Lanigan.

31.10.24.  Brought to station by 1.8.i. 136 Simpson. 2
Smith and Wesson levolvels 359 rounds of ammunition, found
unclaimed on 8.8, President Madison.

2.12.24. Brought to station by I.S.A. 136 Simpson, 33
Automatic 1evolver=, 5 Mausers Pistols and 5,600 rounds of
ammunition found unclaimed on board the S.S. Rosanda.

5.12.24. Brought to station 2 Smith and Wesson revolvers
found unclaimed on board the 8.S. Taiyo Mara by the chief officer
and handed over to Sergt. Carson.
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23.12.24. Brought to station 19 Mauser pistols, 4 Luger

pistols and 3 spare chambers 16 sec chamber revolwen 1440
rounds of revolver ammunition, 4,650 rounds of Mauser ammuni-
tion and 540 rounds of Luger ammunition by L.8.A. 27 Sampson
handed over to him hy the | Captain of the 8.8. Taming.

Annexe B.

Porice Traixing ScaHoot. Rerort For 1924.

1. Staf

The following changes were wade in the personuel of the

P.T.S. Staff during 1924 :—

(1) Inspector Paterson was appointed acting Principal vice
Inspector Gerrard appointed acting A. S. P. Tai Po.

(2) Sub-Inspector W. Shannon was appointed Assistunt
Principal, vice Inspector Paterson. 8. 1. Shannon was
- granted onc months sick leave in November, and left
for the United Kingdom on leave in December:
Sub-Inspector A. Clark was appointed to the vacancy
thus created, to take effect from 5th January 1925,

(3) Sub-Inspector Barnett was appointed Drill Tustructor
vice Sub-Inspector J. Clark returned to regular duty,

(4) A. P.S. 5 Baker was appomted Phy ledl Training
Instructor and Barrack Sergeant, vice A, P. 8. 114
Condon on leave.

(5) Sub-Inspector McNab Wilson discharged the duties of
Musketry Instructor from March to December, during
the absence on leave of P. S. 90 Carpenter.

(6) L. 8. 33 Wynne was appointed Assistant Musketry
Instructor.

(7) A. P. 8. 52 Dickson was attached in July to P.T. S,
on return from Wei Hai Wei, to supervisc the instruc-
tion of Northern Chinese recruits and to take charge
of the Northern Contingent generally.

(8) Sergt. Major Kwong Tin-kan was re-appointed to
P. T. 8. to take charge of the Cantonese Contingent
recruits.

(9) Mr. Lo Yu-hung was appointed clerk, vice Mr. Kwok
Lun-ying resigned.

(10) P.8.D. 56 Pi Lung-yin was appointed drill Instructor
and attached to P.T.S. to assist in the supervision of
the Northern (lontingent Chinese recruits and trained
men.

4
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(11) Mr. Fu Wo-chang was appointed Shan Tung teacher
and Interpreter in July, and resigned in October.

(12) Interpreter Ku Yuan-pin was attached to P.I.S. from
August to November, to assist in the 1n~trucmon of
the Northern Contingent.

(13) Interpreter Wong Kui-shin was in November appoint-
ed Shan Tung teacher and interpreter, vice Ku
Yuan-pin returned to regular duty., -

Puresent STAvr.

Principal..ccoovvnicini Insp. Paterson.
Assistant Principal......ccooeviiinnn, S. I. Olark.

Indian Teacher and Interpreter .........Mr. K. Sohan Singh.
First Chinese Teacher and Interpreter...Mr. Pun Yau-tong.
Second ,, N ’ ...Mr. Yeung Siu-nung.
Northern ,, . ' ...Mr. Wong Kui-shin.
Chinese Vernacular Teacher ........... Mr. Ng Cheuk-wah.
Clerk onneninieerietinirieme et Mr. Lo Yu-hung.
Indian Sub-Inspector ...........c......... Miriam Baksh.
Chinese (Cantonese) Sergt. Major ...... Mr. Kwong Tin-kan.
European Drill INSEEUCHOT wververnnnens Sub-Insp. Barnett.

" Musketry Tnstructor ......... P.S,A. 90 Carpenter.
Assistant ., ... L.S.A. 33 Wynne.
Physical Drill Tnstructor and Barrack

Sergt. at P.T.S ... APS. 5 Baker.
European ife Northern Chinese ......... A P.8. 52 Dickson
5 Indian Drill Tostructors .oo.cvvvenenns
2 Chinese ., ’s Cantonese ...

1 ’ ” ' Northern

II.—Recruiting Table from 1st January, 1924 to 31st
December, 1924.

| Eur- ‘ (hmeae ‘ thnebe : letllct
‘0 enn Indjan.| (Canton-| (North | Watch-
. opean. ese). { ern). | men.
Sl Bl —
Continuing instruc- | | ‘
tion from 1923 .... 26 49 9 T — 6
Recruited . Y} 84 65 16 | 37
Passed out to dut) Joot 3 19 S 38
Resigned ............... 3 — i - 2
stmlsbed ............ I —_ £ 7 — | —_
Struck Off ............ o1 1 6 | — . —
Died in G.O.H. ...l — o — -
Invalided............... LT 1y - @ = =
Continuing Tnstruc- | ’ | ; :
FON ernrerarenrirars BT EENT S PR T |
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In addition to the above recruits, the following men passed
throught the P.T.8. :—

Northern Chinese Contingent (for final training)......95

Shameen Municipal Council Police (for training) ...13

Il —ExaMmNarioNs.

During the year 15 examinations for promotion were held at
PL.S. The foliowing table shews the pumber of officers who
qualified for the varions ranks : —

{

i Ia- Sab In-
|

- + Lance
Lo . Sergeant.q -
! spector. | spector, ¢ imergeant.
! : :
Buropéans ... T 1w | 1i 510
Indians ...... C— 10 21

Chinese ....... i

IV.—Coxpror axn DIiscreniNm,

The conduct and discipline of recruits was satisfactory with
the following exceptions : — .
Buropeans : 3 were permitted to resign and one was struck
.oft as unlikely to become efficient.

Indians : 15 were struck off as unsuitable for police duty,

Chinese

{Cantonese) : 1 was permiifed to resign and 6 were struck off
off as unsoitable. 4 were dismissed for
misconduct (one of these latter four was
charged before a Magistrale aud awarded 6
weeks Imprisonment for persistently absenting
himself from daty. The conduct of the
Cantonese contingent was on the whole a great
improvement on 1923.

Chinese

(Northern) : No cases of misconduct : the first of these
recruifts was enlisted locally in September.



V. CURRICULUM.

Europeans,

Police Regulations and
General Instructions.
Ordinances—all those that

apply to Police.
Police Code.
Sections and Beats,
Local Knowledge.
Educational Subjects.
Police Court Routine.
Observation Lessons.
Physical Drill.
Squad and Rifle Drill.
Musketry Course.
Revolver Course.

Indians.

Police Regulations and

General Instructions.
Ordinances—selected,
Sections and Beats.
Local Knowledge.
Police Court Routine.
Observation Lessons.
Physical Drill.

Squad and Rifle Drill.

Musketry. Course.

Revolver Course.

Urdu and 'or Gurmukhi
and‘or English.

in which they are reported to be inefficient.
* Indians and Chinese were also instructed in First Aid to the injured.

Distriect Watchmen
Recruits,

|
f Chinese. l
5
d

General Instructions.
Ordinances—selected. i
Sections and Beats. Co
Local Knowledge.
Police Court Routine.
Observation Lessons. ‘
TEnglish and Arithmetic— ‘

elementary.
Geography of China.
Excerpts from Books of

Morals. |
Physical Dhill. !
*Squad and Rifle Drill, .‘

Musketry Course. |
Revolver Course. |
*Northern contingent only |

i

Note :—Defaulters sent to School (Indians and Chinese) receive special insiruction according to the subject

' Local Knowledge.

i
!
j
|

Police Regulations and | Police Regulation Book-

selected portions and
General Instructions.
Ordinances— selected.

Physical Drill.
Squad Drill.

— 9 dq —
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Table V.

Dumrep Bonrzs, 1924,

VICTORIA. KOWLOON, , HARBOUR. ELSEWRERE.
| | -
1 month 1 | 5 years 1 month 5 yoars | 1 month 5 years 1 month 5 years P
Under and 1 year and and 15 years Under _ and 1 year and _ ”.w:; 15 years Under and 1 year and ws.a 15 years Under and 1 year and wmw = 115 years Total.
one under _mder under | 204 o:or | under under | der 204 one under under under and one under under noder | And
month, 1 year. 3 years. 15 years. over, month. h 1 year. 5 years. . 15 years, - over. month. 1 year, b years, 16 years. over. month, ’ 1 year. 5 years, 15 u.oM:.m;_ over,
| : ; : |
Bx .m ‘mow m mcL m | £ |5y ] £ | m _ £ 'S g 1sex] | g -mmw £ _MmM.rll.lM«l £ . sex £ IBIm _mor _ £ o mmM,J ............... - |
. « lank. . E:?._ AL gyl e E g 8 . - lank.) ™ . _:En. m. . _zsw. m. 8 _ m | £ Jm, | £ ok, ™ o N A _E:n. B.A jme) £ ) mo} £ ::r,._ m. . f.
B I O T U N P P B O B O O I D I T ] I I B
36 | 17 713745 1 216({176| 2 5_ 7 :_ 2 )47 | 361 13 :ww 142, 211841139 2 27 17 20 8 m_ w~ 2 26 21 45 | 37 2101121481 111... ~w 1) 24 12 1.716
' i | _ _
|
T T - |
Year, Victoria. | Kowloon. | Harbour. |Elsewhere| Total, Males. | Females, {Unknown. | Children. m Adults, _
| |
1919, ceorene 220 | 144 139 _ 77 580 312 259 16 574 i
1920, ......... 285 | 257 126 38 656 295 347 14 650 [}
1921, ...c.ns 208 * 282 108 +3 641 340 287 14 630 11
1922, ........ 382 | 392 187 30 941 527 407 7 890 51
1923, .oeonvene -959 381 169 19 1.528 827 670 31 1,168 “ 60
’ 1924, ceveren ~ 579 819 219 99 1,716 968 715 33 1,610 _ 160
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REPORT BY THE CHIEF OFIICER
HONGKONG FIRE BRIGADE,

1. Cost of Fire Brigade~The vost of the Fire Brigade for
the year 1924 was $199,570.00 as compared with $166,786.00 in
1923 and $177,799 in 1922, Special Expenditure amounting to
$49,187.00 is included. This heading comnprizes the addition of 1
First Aid Tire Tender and other equipment enumerated in the
Superintendent’s Report.

2. New Fire Float—-Tenders were called for the new Fire
float referred to in my 1923 Report and construction commenced
late in 1924. The accepted tender amounting to $170,000.00 calls
for delivery of this float, which is provided with a goitre telescopic
tower fitted with a powerful monitor, within Y months. There
are two monitors capable of delivering 2,000 gallons per minate
each. The increasing number of fires in the harbour added to
those on shore near the water front shows the wisdom of making
this further provision for ships and water front fires.

3. New Central Fire Station,— During the early part of the
year the steel framework of the building was completed. A re-
grettable delay in starting work on the superstructure followed
and the actual contract for completing the building was not let
until September last. However the new contractors Messrs.
Trollope and Colls have got to work with commendable energy
and it is anticipated that the structure should be near completion
by the end of 1925.

4. Recruits ~—The ditfienlty of obtaining suitable recruits and
of retaining men after completing their training countinued through-
out the year. However there is now a fair prospect of obtaining
all the men required. On completing their training they enter
into an agreement to serve for 3 yedrs. This arrangement should
considerably reduce the number of resignations, The firemen
recruited shortly after the reorganization of the Brigade have now
reached a high state of efficiency as two demonstrations given
during the year showed. The provision of a Challenge Cup for
the best Motor Hscape team and other prizes bas proved a most
useful incentive to increased efficiency. The thanks of the Brigade
are due to those firms which have contributed so generously to the
Prize Trund.

5, Sub-Officers—The appointment in. 1924 of four native
Sub-Officers with a good knowledge of English has proved a
step in the right direction and a great improvement on the old
interpreters who had no knowledge of fire fighting, and fully
justifies the further provision of such officers in the 1925 Estimates.

6. Motor Drivers School.—The question of providing an
wlequate number of competent drivers has been satisfactorily
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settled by the provision, rather in the nature of an experiment in
1923, of a Iire Brigade Motor Drivers School under the direct
sapervision of the Superintendent of the Brigade and the Chief
Motor Mechanic, Kowloon Canton Railway. This school success-
fully turned out 9 drivers during the year fully competent to take
charge of the powerful Fire Brigade pamps and other appliances
and 1t may now be regarded uas a permanent institution in the
Brigade. All drivers trained in this School are under agrecment
with the Brigade for 5 years on an incremeuntal scale of pay.

7. General and fire Inspection Work.—Full details of the
work of the Fire Brigade are contained in the Superintendent’s
report. Particular attention mnst be drawn to the Fire inspection
work which is rapidly increasing with the construction of a large
pumber of premises exceeding 5 stories in height. This work fall~
within the special province of the Superintendent himself, whose
work in this branch of the fire service Is proving most valuable and
efficient. Practically every new large building has now its own
fire service together with augmenter pumps for increasing the
pressure of water in the building and also adaptors enabling Fire
Brigade pumps to be coupled up from outside to the private fire
installation and thus increase the pressure in the fire mains through-
out the building.

8. Fives and Loss of Life.—The actnal number of fires, though
less than in 1923, show 7 serious fives in 1924 as agaiust 3 in 1923,
several unfortunately atttended by serious loss of life. The loxx
of one fireman, who was killed when the verandah of No. 1491
Queen’s Road West, collapsed during a fire on these premises is
greatly regretted.

E. D. C. WOLFE,
Chief” Officer, Fire Brigude.

1st April, 1925,
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Annexe C.

NumBek oF (aLLs, FIREs, RTC.

The Brigade received 148 calls to fires, or supposed fires, the
namber for the year 1923 being 170. The number of fir es, exclud-
ing chimney fires, attended bv the Brigade was 91 of which 7 were
serious fires. (See Table IV),

Lives Losrt.

Ten persons, including 1 Fireman (H.K.F.B.) lost their lives
at fires and two received such injuries that they subsequently
succumbed.

Brief details are set out hereunder :—

12th July, 03.23 hrs, 191 Queer’s Road W.—Building of 3
floors, used as electrical accessories and fancy goods shop and
tenement dwellings :—When the Brigade arrived the whole build-
ing was a mass of flames. One female who was found in the
<treet sever ely burned, and injured by jumping from the 2nd floor
verandah, was despatched to Hospital near by ; she succumbed
later in the day. Assoon.as entry could be effected the incinerated
bodies of 1 woman and 2 children were found on the 2nd floor

verandah. These bodies were about to he removed when the
verandah suddenly collapsed precipitating the bodies and 2
Firemen into the street, the falling masonry dislodging Fireman
(No. 32) Lo Fook from the first floor ladder, kdlmg him instantly,
also injuring Station Ofticer Mr, Moss (hoth feet fractured) and'§
Firemen. The injured were despatched at once to Hospital on
Brigade appliances and all have since recovered. The bodies of
another woman and child were found amongst the dehris on the
first floor verandab.

The fire originated in rear of the shop and immediately under
the staircaze which on becoming instantly involved, precluded the
occupants gaining exit by its means.  Those who did escape were
all males who were ahle to clamber around outside the verandahs
to the next building.

17th July, U3.46 hrs, 36 Sai Street, Vietoria C.—Building of
3 floors, used as laundry and tenement dwe]luw :——This was a late
call. 'lhe fire orwmated in the drvmo room “at rear of ground
floor and the inmates made several vain attempts to e\unoulah it.
When the Brigade arrived the whole building was inv olved the
roof had COH’l]J\ed and both upper floors followed shor tly after.
When the fire was almost extinguished it was reported that 1
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woman and 2 children were missing.  Their bodies were found
amongst the debris below where the staircase had originally been.

28th October, 00,45 hrs. 7T Wellinaton Stveat, 1ictoria, C.—-
Building of 4 ﬁooxs, used as sun helimet and cotton quilt makers,
upper floors as tenement dwellings :—Fire originated amongst
some raw cotton stored in cock-loft over which was the staircase
and a. wooden ceiling. Owing to the inflammable nature of the
contents the whole building was quickly involved. A female
child aged 4 years was reicued terribly burned, from the firsr
floor and taken to Hospital but died a few hours later.

Ist December, 15.50 hrs. 19 & 17 Catchick Street, Kennedy
Town, W—Two buildings, each of 3 floors, adjoining and com-
municating, used as rattan store <Llld tenement dwvelllnm:-—T]le
orlgmated on the first floor of No. 19 which Hloor was stocked with
rattan. The 2 uapper floors of both buildings were well alight
when the Brigade arvived. A givl injured (leg broken) bv
jumping from the second floor, was discovered iu the yard at rear
and despatched to Hospital (since recovered). The second floors
and roofs of both buildings collapsed simultaneously bringing
with them the incinerated body of a woman aged 63 years.

MEN KILLED OR TNJURED

The number of members killed or injured in the exccution of
their doties was 15, summarised as follows :(—

Killed cevennnea.. Cretrrereneneeanaaes 1
CONtUSIONS cvrvrrreeneionensnssronens -t
Injuries to head and face .......... .1
Injuries to hands and arms ... el
Injuries to legs ... e 7

SICKNESS AND Drar

There were 168 cases of illness, 2 of which resulted in death,

Starr CHANGES

During the year 2 Euaropean Foremen (Police) and 62 other
ranks were struck off the str ength of the Brigade ; 34 men were
trained as Firemen and passed out of the Drill Class into the
Brigade, while 18 men were appointed to positions as Sub-Officers,
Tdephone Clerks, Motor Drivers and Fitters.
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STRENGTH OF BRIGADE
The authorised strength of the Brigade on the 31st Dacember

1924 totalled 184 including all ravks, viz :—

)

CLERICAL, TECHNICAL AND
OTHER STAFF

v Stavy

JFouropeans

1 (hief Officer (Hon. G.5.P.) Furopeqns
1 Superintendent

2 Station Officers ‘ 2 Overseers (P.W.D.)
1 Consulting Engineer : 1 Dungerous Goods Inspec-
(A.G.M.3) tor (Police)

Chinese
Chinese

4 Nub-Officers
1 Head Foreman 3 Interpreters
3 Foremen 6 Telephone Clerks
3 Asst. Foremen ‘ 2 Motor Mechanics
35 Firemen f 3 Fitters
26 Motor Drivers ‘ 6 Ambulance Attendants
4 Coxswains | 3 Artisans
2 lingineers | 2 Liftmen
6 Engine Drivers | 1 Caretaker
10 Stokers
6 Seamen i
154 29

TaeATRE AND OTHER DUTIES

The number of duties performed by mewmbers of Brigade at
public and private entertainments during the year was 516 ; the
number of four hour duties being 184 and eight hour duties 332,
thus a total of 3,392 hours.

MoToR AMBULANCE SERVICE,

The Motor Ambulance Service shows a considerable increase
in the number of cases during 1924 when compared with previous
vears. Nos. 1 and 2 Motor Awmbulances, stationed at Central
Fire Station and Kowloon Fire Station respectively have attended
no Fewer than 2,129 cases ax shewn in the undermentioned

stHnmary i—
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-

: Cases { , t Distance Run
e Total T eq
' Police ! Private | PN
No. 1 Ambulance (Hougkong) ' 686 ; 989 | 1,675 12,413
No.2 (Kowloon) | 205 ! 249 | 454 3,414
| |
1 |‘
| |
Total......... 891 i 1,238 12,129 15,827
‘ e -
Ambulance Calls. 1924 i 1928 © 1922 1 1921
| i :
T ' 1 i—" ______ -
i | }
Nos. 1 & 2 Ambnulances......... | 2,129 ' 1,712 1 1,185 | 420
. /\ !
REVENUE,
Theatre and Other Dauties......... $ 1,911
Motor Ambulance Service......... § 6,387
Total.vvrrrnenns $ 8,298

ADDITIONS, ALTERATIONS AND INAUGURATIONS.

STATIONS,

Temporary Sub-Station, Mong Kok.—The premises formerly
used as a Police Station at Mong Kok were converted into a Sub-
Fire Station and occupied during the year and a duty with one
Motor Tender (No. 7, transferred from Kowloon F.B. Station)
and 8 men commenced.

Kowloon Station.—Drill yard surfaced with tarred macadam.

Temporary Sub-Station, Wanchai. —Drill yard enlarged and
surfaced with cement.

APPLIANCES.

No. 10 Machine  Tilling-Stecens” ~—A new First-aid Motor
Fire Tender, carrying a 45 ft. Double-Extension Ladder was added
to the equipment during the year. Tts adoption is mainly for use
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in the Hill District.  The * first-aid 7 apparatus comprises a small
pump, a tank holding 140 gallons of water and a reel on which is
230 ft. of rubber tubing. The Tender also carries hose for
getting to work from hydrants.

No. 1 Mackine  Merryweather” —Supplied in 1912 and
formerly a Tender was converted into a Motor Lorry for Brigade
use,

APPARATUS

Street Fire Alarms.—~The inauguration of Street Five Alarms
in the Kowloon Peninsula was effected during the vear and six
fire alarws were installed in important areas.

Pedestal Hydrants.—The installation of 23 Pedestal Hydrants
in Hongkong during 1924 marks a further welcome advance
in the fire fighting equipment of the Colony.

WATER SUrrLy

The water supply has been considerably improved during the
year in the Eastern and Western areas of Hongkong and, on the
Kowloon side, in the distriets of Kowloon City Reclamation and
Mong Kok Tsui respectively.

Larger mains, to replace smaller ones have been laid and
pedestal hydrants fitted in the above areas of Hongkong ; while
new mains have been laid, pipe lines extended and additional
hydrants fitted in various Districts in Koswloon.

H. T. BROOKS,
Superintendent, Fire Brigade.

23rd February, 1925,
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