Appendix Q.

REPORT ON THE GENERAL POST OFFICE, HONGKONG,
.FOR THE YEAR 1914.

1.—SrarF.

Mr. E. D. C. Wolfe acted as Colonial Treasurer in addition to
his other duties from the 14th April. Mr. M. J. Breen, Assistant
Postmaster General, was appointed Assistant District Officer on lst
January, 1914, but continued to perform the duties of Assistant
Postmaster General until the 19th March when he was appointed to
act as Assistant Colonial Secretary. He was relieved by Mr. N. L.
Smith who performed the duties of Assistant Postmaster General
throughout the year. . Mr. J. D. Lloyd was appointed Assistant
Postmaster General on the. 12th January, 1914. He returned from
leave on 27th November and took up the duties of Deputy Registrar
and Accountant, Supreme Court. Mr. R. A. J. Savage, formerly
Superintendent of Mails, retired on pension on the 14th February and
was succeeded by Mr. T. Hynes of the Sanitary Department who
took up his new duties on his return from leave on the 14th
December. Mr. G. G. Burnett, senior clerk, went home on sick
leave on the 26th September and Mr. R. C. Watt of the Hongkong
Police was attached to the General Post Office as Postal Inspector,
the indoor duties of the senior clerk being divided among two mem-
bers of the clerical postal staff.

In the clerical staff 2 clerks resigned, 2 shroffs died, 2 were
transferred to other Departments and one was dismissed. Six new
appointments were made and one clerk was transferred to the
General Post Office from the Supreme Cowrt.

One new post, that of 6th (Grade shroff, was created when the
new Branch Post Office was opened in Saiyingpun.

All the new clerks appointed were selected from among the
Staff of Probationer Sorters.

2.—MarLs.

The number of mails, mail bags and packets despatched showed
an increase of 3,647 over the 1913 figures, but those received de-
creased by 15,382. The total number of mail bags and packets
-dealt with amounted to 250,304 as compared with 262,039 in the
preceding year. The decrease is entirely due to the war and the
consequent withdrawal of a large number of mail steamers, notably
those of the Canadian Pacific Railway, but it is interesting o note
that in spite of the unsettled state of affairs the despatches from the
Colony should show a slight increase.
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The number of bags and packets sent in transit through the
Post Office amounted to 72,955, viz., 560 less than in 1913. The
parcel receptacles handled showed an increase over the previous
vear, the figure being 11,998 as compared with 10,602. Full details
appear in Table 1.

3. ~—REGISTRATION AND PARCEL BRANCH.

Registered articles and parcels handled in Hongkong amount-
ed to 910,496 as compared with 1,026,558 in 1913. The decrease of
116,062 articles and parcels handled is mainly due to the war hut
the entry of China into the Postal Union in September and the
consequent transmission of closed mails to various ports in South
China direct to some extent account for the decrease.

. Registered articles despatched and received vid Siberia totalled
58,995 as compared with 74,323 in 1913, 70,002 in 1912 and 54,207
in 1911. The decrease of 15,328 articles as compared with 1913 is
accounted for by the less frequent arrival of steamers owing to the
absorption of a large number as transports and merchant cruisers.
A detailed statement is given in Table IL

4 —REVENUE AXD EXPENDITURE.

Table IIT contains a statement of Revenue and Expenditure
for the year. Revenue amounted to $398,426.38, a decrease of
$40,762.99 as compared with-the year 1913, The decrease in the
sale of Postage Stamps amounted to $42,065.35 due to the war, and
the increase under the head Boxholders’ Fees was brought about by
the introduction of Private Letter Boxes in the Chinese Branch,
which new source of revenue yielded $1,092. The expenditure
amounted to $371,6468.06 a decrease of $250,941.45 ; but it must be
horne in mind that large claims in respect of the Hongkong share of
the Peninsular and Oriental contract and the Siberian mail service
had to be met in 1913. The halance of revenue over expenditure
amounted to $26,780.32.

5—MoxEY ORDERS.

The expansion of business in the Money Order Department,
reported from year to year, has this year been unfortunately arrested
on account not only of the war in Europe but also of the Revolution
in Mexico. The decrease of £17,104 consists mainly of the cessation
of Chinese remittances from the United Kingdom, Mexico (through
the intermediary of Japan which has a direct line of steam com-
munication with that country), the Straits, Burmah and the German
Possessions in the Pacific ; and it likewise accounts for the decrease
in- the payment of British Postal Orders (£1,278) which, as stated in
last year’s report, are extensively made use of by Chinese in the
various British possessions.

There is also a decrease of £1,856 on the sale of British Postal
Orders, due no doubt to the many calls on the people on account of
the war, but also in a lesser degree to the absence of the Fleet and
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the reduction of the British Garrisons in the East. The vagaries of
the silver market and the puzzling fluctuations in the silver dollar
currencies obtaining in each China Port and Hongkong would
account for the greater demand for Local Postal Notes (increase
about $9,000) for postal vemittances. Further details appear in
Tables VI, V1I, and VIIL

.—CHINESE BraxcH oF THE GENERaL Post OFFICE.

The total number of Chinese registered articles handled hy
this Branch amounted to 216,132 as compared with 247,462 in 1913
a decrease of 31,330. Of these articles 136,824 were received from
the United States of America and Canada and 79,308 from China
and other countries.

The figures for the last three years are as follows :—

1912. 1913. 1914.

From U.S.A. and Canada, .. .... .... 156,541 160,794 136,824
.. China and other countries,.. 77,613 86,668 79,308

Total, ....... . 234,154 247,462 216,132

The Hong licences of 27 Chinese firms who had previously held
such licences were renewed. No new licences were issued.

7—SuEvNewax Districr BravcH Post OFFICE.
(Formerly Western B.P.0.)

This office deals with the bulk of the Chinese correspondence
passing between Hongkong and Canton. During the year 1,000,657
letters, 10,530 other articles and 4,127 registered letters were des-
patched to Canton and 973,978 letters, 5,284 other articles and
4,599 registered letters, were received from Canton. The number
of letters, other articles and registered letters despatched exceeded
the figures for 1913 by 214,720 but as in 1913 the total letters, other
articles and registered letters received show a decrease which
amounts to 101,376 for the vear under review. This decrease can
only be accounted for by the fact that the Chinese Post Office in
Canton apparently prefers to send its Chinese mails to the General
Post Oftice direct rather than to forward them to Sheungwan Branch
Post Office. The total number of Chinese letters received in
Hongkong 'shows no general tendency to decrease. Statistics of
ordinary (Chinese correspondence are now heing kept in the Chinese
Branch of the General Post Office so that it will in future be possible
to give the total number of Chinese letters despatched from and
received in Hongkong.

The nwmber of postal hong packets despatched from this branch
amounted to 7,331 and the number received to 9,075 as compared
with 7,590 despatched and 362* received in 1913, and 8,815 despatch-
ed and 9,879 received in 1912,

* Note.—The small number received in 1913 was due to the despatch of most
of the hong packets from Canton to the Chinese Branch Post Office,
General Post Office, where no postal hong statistics were kept.

o~
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The revenue derived from the sale of stamps rose from
$75,760.80 in 1913 to $89,439.33, an increase of $13,678.53.

8. —Sarvingruy Distrior Braxcn Post OFFicE.

A new Brauch Post Office was opened in the West of the
City of Victoria on the 1st of May, 1914, to meet the requirements,
not only of the University of Hongkong which is in the immediate
vicinity, but also the needs of a thickly populated district which has
hitherto been entively unprovided for. During the 8 months of the
vear in which business was_transacted at tlis Branch 19,177 ordinary
letters, other articles, and registered letters were despatched to the
General Post Office for transmission abroad and 28,426 to Sheungwan
Branch Post Office for Canton. The mails received for delivery
amounted to 123,986 from the General Post Office and 71,915 from
Sheungwan Branch Post Office (("anton correspondence).

The revenue derived from the sale of stamps amounted to
$5,108.22.

9.—Tsin Sua Tsut (KowLoox) Disrrior BraxcH Post OrFICE.

This Branch Post Office was established in 1898 on the
mainland to supply the requirements of the increasing non-Chinese
population resident there. No statistics of the correspondence dealt
with have been kept in the past but they are now being taken.
Accurate information of the business done at this Branch Post Office
will therefore be available in future. The most important feature of
this Branch is the comparatively large money order business trans-
acted mainly on behalf of the Indian troops stationed in Kowloon.

The revenue derived from the sale of postage stamps amounted
to $14,718.03 and revenue stamps $2,338.90.

10.—MISCELLANEOUS.

The chief feature of the year was the outbreak of the
European war which has materially affected the General Post Office
and which accounts for the decrease of postal business and of the postal
revenue. On the outbreak of war the movements of ships became
very erratic, a large number were withdrawn, and serious delays
occurred in the arrival and despatch of muails. A considerable
improvement had however been effected by the end of the year, the
only non-enemy service which remained suspended being that of the
Canadian Pacific Railway Company, the whole of whose Pacific fleet
had been requisitioned by the Admiralty. It is a matter for con-
gratulation that the Siberian mail service which was entirely
suspended in August was re-opened in less than a month and
though the service is slower than before the (war mails now reach-
ing the Colony in 32 days on an average which before the war
arrived in 20 days,) it is very satisfactory to find that this service is
working so smoothly under prevailing conditions. Only two mails
have been lost owing to the sinking of the S.S. 4tle in the North
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Sea, viz., those dated the 7th and 8th November from London, and
the services to all allied and neutral countries are working satis-
factorily. The services to enemy countries were suspended shortly
after the outbreak of war and are still suspended.

The entry of China into the Universal Postal Union which
took effect on September 1st has brought about a reduction in the
work of the General Post Office which is much appreciated. Most
of the correspondence formerly sent & découvert to Hongkong for
onward transmission to China and vice versa now passes through
the General Post Office in closed mails entailing considerably less
work on the part of the General Post Office Staff. The local
rates of postage from Hongkong to China which were in existence
prior to her entry into the Union are still in force and it is hoped
will be maintained in the interests of the Chinese Post Office no less
than the General Post Office, Hongkong.

E. D. C. WoLrE,
Postmaster General.

28rd March, 1915.

M
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Table IV.

during the years 1913 and 1914.

Denomina- Increase +
tion. 1913. 1914. Decrease —
Postage Stamps, ...oeeeenen. 1 cent. 639,840 571,437 | — 68,403
o eeeererenens 2 cents.| 3,710,200 | 8,773,757 | + 68,557
p e 4, |2220860 | 2,056,077 | —164.783
o eeeeereens 6 ., 74,160 56,687 | — 17,523
" oo 8 s 68,880 49,437 | — 19,443
" . 10 ' 1,168,300 | 1,049,277 | —119,0238
39 esesessesens 12 1 43,920 44,393 | + 473
3 ereseseseses 20 ' 46,560 33,957 | — 12,603
p eeveeeeeees 25 10,553 | + 10,553
3 eessesenenes 30 . 55,500 40,197 1 — 15,303
o eeeeeeenenns 50 42,960 43853 |+ 893
p eeseeeenes 1 dollar.| 27,725 22292 | — 5,433
53 eeeesesesses 2 dollars. 13,156 12,022 | — 1,134
y eeeeeee 3, 3,084 1,975 | — 1,109
o eeeveereenns 5, 4,225 4,412 |+ 187
5 eessessesees 10 9 5,249 4,516 | — 7383
Books of Stamps,............ 1 dollar, 7,260 6,475 | — 785
Post Cards, «ooeeerenennnennns 1 cent. ! 51,270 54,139 | + 2,869
9 esesereseressees 4 2 cents.’ 300 472 | + 172
. erertrereeeares 4, . 16,550 15,252 | — 1,208
s eeeeereeeenneens 8, 100 347 | + 247
Newspaper Wrappers, «..... 2 ” 17,700 14,497 | — 3,208
. 4, 600 | ... — 600
Postage Envelopes, veveenee 1+, |
w o eeeee 2k ., 3,400 | ... — 3,400
e 4, 12,075 | 12,694 |+ 619
o eeeeeeene 5L, T
w e 110 S 300 | .. — 300
Registration Eunvelopes,....[ 11 . 12,872 '[ 11,572 | — 1,300
[
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