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library, to which new volumes are added from time to time, as
funds will allow. The Dhuilding was erected in 1866-9 by
subscription. »

Small grants are alo given to the Jtalian Convent, the
French Convent, (both of which take in and tend abandoned or
sick infants), the West Point Orphanage, the Seamen’s Hospital,
and other charitable institutions.

The Chinese Public Dispensaries are institutions maintained
in order to provide the Chinese with the services of doctors, whose
certificates will be accepted by the Registrar of Deaths, and with the
services of interpreters, who can assist the inmates of houses, where
a case of infectious disease has occurred. Coolies are engaged and
ambulances and dead vans provided in ovder to remove cases of in-
fectious disease to the Infectious Diseases Hospital and dead bodies
to the Mortuary. The Dispensaries receive sick infants and send
them to one or other of the Convents and arrange for the burial of
dead infants. Free advice and medicine are given and patients are
attended at their houses. There are cight Dispensaries in existence
including one for the boat population on a hulk in Causeway Bay.
The total cost of maintenance, which i3 defrayed by voluntary
subscription, was $39,664.60 for the year 1914, The Dispensaries
are conducted by committees under the chairmanship of the
Secretary for Chinese Affairs.

VIII.—CRIMINAL AND POLICE.

The totul of all cases reported to the Police was 8,817 being a
decrease of 3,194 or 2659 per cent. as compared with 1913. There
was in 1914 a decrease in serious offences of 467 or 1354 per cent.
as compared with the previous year. The number of serious offences
reported was 596 below the average of the (uinquennial period com-
mencing with the year 1910. The number of minor offences
reported shows a decrease of 2,727 as compared with 1913 and
was 1,099 below the average of the quinquennial period.

The total strength of the Police Force in 1914 was Europeans
175, Indians 487, Chinese 621, making a total of 1,283 (as compared
with 1,223 in 1913) esclusive in each case of the five superior
officers and staff of clerks and coolies. These figures include police
paid for by the Railway and other Government Departments and by
private firms. Of this force 16 Europeans, 141 Indians and 49
Chinese were stationed in the New Territories during the year,
under an Assistant Superintendent.

The District Watchmen Force, numbering 100, to which the
Government contributes $2,000 per annum, was well supported by
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the Chinese during the year. These watchmen patrol the streets in
the Chinese quarter of the City. They are placed on police beats
and are supervised by the Eurbpean police on section patrol.

The total number of persons committed to Viectoria Gaol was
4,050 as compared with 6,885 in 1913. Of these 935 were com-
mitted for criminal offences, against 1,369 in 1913. Of committals
for non-criminal offences there were 538 less under the Prepared
Opium Ordinance, and one more for infringement of Sanitary By-
laws, than in 1913.

The daily average of prisoners confined in the Gaol was 600, the
average for 1913 being 702, and the highest previous average being
726 in 1904. The percentage of prisoners to population, according
to the daily average of the former and the estimated number of the
latter, was 0-12. The average percentage for the last ten years
was 013, Owing, however, to the large floating population, which is
constantly moving between the Colony and Canton, the percentage
of crime to population does not convey an accurate idea of the
comparative criminality of the residents of the Colony. The Gaol
has accommodation for 630 prisoners.

The prison discipline was satisfactory, the average of punish-
ments per prisoner being 1'34 as compared with 1°22 in 1913 and
1-40 in 1912.

Long sentence prisoners serving two years and upwards are
taught useful trades, including printing, book-binding, tin-smithing,
mat-making, tailoring, carpentering, ete. The profit on the work
done was $66,034 as against $59,007 in 1913. A sum of $3,329
was received and credited to Grovernment for non-Government work
against $4,652 in 1913,

IX.—VITAL STATISTICS.

(a.)—PoPULATION.

The civil population of the Uolony, according to the Census
taken on May 20th, 1911, was 456,739, of whom 104,287 reside in
the New Territories and in New Kowloon ; at the Census taken in
1906 it was 201,967 exclusive of the New Territories and of New
Kowloon. The estimated total population at the middle of the year
under review was 501,304, but this includes the New Territories ;
and, as the birth and death figures given below do.not include those
from this area (with the exception of New Kowloon), the popula-
tion for the purposes of calculating these rates is estimated at
410,710, of whom 20,710 were Non-Chinese (including Army and
Navy).



