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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

No. S. 16%7.—The following Bills were read a first time at a Meeting of the Council
held on the 6th July, 1911 ;—

A BILL
LXTITLED

An Ordinance to amend the Probates Ordinance,
1807,

BE it enacted Ly the Governor of Hongkong, with the

advice and consent of the Legislative Couneil thercof, s
follows :—

Short tit'e, 1. This Ordinance may be cited us the Prohates
Amendment Ovdinanee, 1911,

Amends &, The Probates Ordinance, 1897, i< horeby amended
Ordinanes as follows e

N 2 of

1807,

ta.) In the detinition of * Estate ™ in section 2
thereof by the addition after the words = of
such person™ of the words ~ and includes
property  passing on the death of such
person’,

(£ After the definition of * Matters and enuses
testamentary 7 in section 2 thereof by the
insertion of the following definition ;—

“ - Next of kin™  includes Persons
entitled to any share in the estate of a
deceased person,™

(r.) In section 14 (2) thereof by the insertion
of the words “or any Japanese subjoet
after the word * Ameriea ™ and by the
msertion of the words ©or Japan, as the
case may he,” after the words “ the <aid
Mnited States ™,

Oljects and Reasons,

The amendments (a) and (h) rogether with an
amendment which is being made by the Stamp Amend-
ment Bill, 1911, in the Stamp (Amendment) Ordinance,
1909, are introduced to prevent doubts arising with
regurd to the Chinese law of inheritanee. as it has heen
suggested. though not proved, in a recent case (L
Chok Hung e. Lt Pui Choi) that the French principle
of Lo nort saistt e i s recognised as a portion of
the law of China, and that consequently anless prohate
dury is colleeted, as estate duty is in England, since
the Finance Aet 1894, on property passing on death,
it cannot be collected at all, because, it is contended,
the decuzed leaves no estate.

The wmendment (¢) is an amendment conzequential
on the Convention between the United Kingdom and
Japan signed and ratified at Tokio in 1900,

C. G, Arnapasren,
Attorney Generid,
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A BILL

ENTITLID

An Ordinance to further amend the Stamp Or-
dinance, 1901, and the law relating to Stamps
and Stamp Duty.

Be it enacted by the Governor of Hougkong, with the
advice and consent of the Tegislative Council thereof, as
follows :—

1. This Ordinance may be cited as * the Stamp Amend-
ment Ordinanee, 1911, and shall be read as one with the
Stamp Ordinance, 1801, (hereinafter ealled ¢ the Prinecipal
Ordinance”), and the Ordinances amending the same aud
this Ordinance and the said Ordinances may be eited
together as ¢ the Stamp Ordinances, [901-1911 7.

2. Section 8 sub-section (2) of the Principal Ordinance
is hereby amended by adding the following proviso at the
cud thereof :—

“Provided that the instrnments specified in sub-sub-
seetions () and (6) may be stamped after execution if the
Collector s satisfied by Statutory Deelaration or otherwise
ax ho may require that the omission to stamp arose solely
frow urgent necessity and if the instraments be brought
1o he stamped without any delay.”

3. Section 14 sub-section (1} is herehy amended by
deleting the words * hierchy charged with the duty of two
cents

4.—(1.) Every instrument written upon stamped mate-
rinl i3 to be written in such manner, and cvery instrument
partly or wholly written before being stamped is to he so
<tamped, that the stamp may appear on the face of the
instrument, and cannot be wused for or applied to any other
instrinent written upon the sme piece of material,

{2.) If more than one iustrument be written upon the
smme piece of material, every one of the instruments is
to be separately and distinetly stamped with the duty with
which it is chargeable.

5. Except where express provision to the eontrary is
made by this or any other Ordinance,—

(a.) An instrument containing or relating to several
distinet matters is to be separately and dis-
tinetly charged, ax if it were a separate instru-
ment, with duty in respeet ot each of the
matters :

(b.) An instrument made for any consideration in
respect whereof it is chargeable with «d valo-
rem duty, and also for any further or other va-
luable consideration or considerations, ix to be
separately and distinetly charged, as if it werce
a separate instrument, with duty in respect of
each of the considerations,

8. All the facts and circumstances affecting the Hability
of any instrument to duty, or the amowit of the duty with
which any instrument is chargeable, are to be fully and
traly set forth in the instrument; and every person who,
with intent to defrand His Majesty, —

(a.) executes any instrument in which all rhe said
facts and cireumstanees are not fully and truly
sct forth ; or

(h.) being employed or coucerned in or abont the
preparation of any instriunent, neglects or omits
fully and truly to set forth therein all the said
facts and circumstances ;

shall incur on summary convietion a fine not exceeding oune
hundred dollars,

7.—(1.) Where an instrument is churgeable with ad
valorem duty in respect of —
(a.) any money in any forcign or British enrrency,
or

short title
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(6.) any stock or marketahle security,
the duty shall be ealeulated on the value, on the day ol the
date of the instrument, of the money or stock or security in
Hongkong currency according to the eurrent rate of ex-
change.

(2.) Where an instrument contains a statement of cor-
rent rate of exchange, or price, ax the case may  re-
quire, aud is stamped in accordance with that statement,
it 1%, so far as regards the subject-matter of the statcwent,
to be deemed duly stamped, unless or nutil it is shown
that the statement is untrue, and that the instrument is in
fact insnfliciently stamped.

8. Where the duty with which an instrument is charge-
able depends in any mauner upon the daty paid npon
another iustrument, the payment of the last-mentiouced
duty shall, npon application o the Collector and produc-
tion of both the instromments, be denoted upon the first-men-
tioned instrument in snch manner as the Colleetor thinks fir,

9.—(1.) Aun instrument, the duty upon which is required
or permitted by law to be denoted by an adhesive xtanp,
is not to be deemed duly stumped with an adhesive stanp,
unless the person required by law to cancel the adhesive
stamp cancels the same by writing on or across the stamp
his name or initials, or the name or initials of his firm.
together with the true date of his so writing, or otherwise
effectively eancels the siamp and venders the same incap-
able of being used for any other instrument, or for any
postal purpose, or unless it is otherwise proved that the
stamp appearing on the instrument was affixed thereto
the proper time.

(2.) Where two or more adhesive stamps are used fo
denote the stamp duty upon an instrument, each or cvery
stamp ix to be cancelled in the manner aforesaid.

(3.) Every person who, being required by law to eancel
an ndhesive stamp, neglects or refuses duly and effectually
o do so in the manuer aforesaid, shall incur a fine of one
hindred dotlars,

10. Section 23 of the Principal Ordinance is hereby
amended by striking out sub-=ection 2 and inserting the
following in lieu thereof :—

¢ (2.) Giving receipts or discharges for the payment
of money, or in acquitial of a debt paid in money
or otherwise, where the amount paid has hecn
separated or divided with intent to evade the
duty.”

11. Section 2 of Ordinance No. 19 of 1909 is hereby
amended by inserting the words *“at date of death of the
decensed 7 after the word “ value”, and by inserting the
words ¢ pagsing ou death ” after the word “effect="" in
the third line of Article 43.

12. Seeticu 20 (4) (1) of the Principal Ordinance as
amended by section 2 of Ordinance No. 44 of 1909 ix
hereby amended by striking out the word *=even™ heforc
the words *per centum” and inserting the word “cight 7
in lieu thereof.

13. The Sehedule to the Principal Ordinance as amended
by Ordinanee No. 33 of 1902 is hereby amended as fol-
Jows :—

(1) by ionserting in Article It after the words < Bill
of Lading” the words “or Accountable Re-
ceipt”’;

(2.)) by adding in Article 41 a new division marked

" (e) as follows -—
“Floating Policies”
for each endorse-

T0ENE, aeeerenn e, % up to $1,000......%10

over ' e 25
and altering the present (¢) in the Article to (d):
and

(3.) by adding an Article numbered 52 as follows : —

5 30 cents  for

Share Warrants to bearer,... every $100 or

l part thereof.
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14. Section 51 of the Companies Ordinance, 1565, is
repealed.

Ohjects and Reasons,

The proviso to section 8 () of the Prineipal Ovdinanee
(Ordinanee No. 16 of 1991) is introduced to cuable trans-
fors of shares, bhills of exchange and promissory notes to
be stamped after execution in cases of sndden departure
from the Colony or other like vases,  The words deteted by
seetion 3 relate to n duty which lis been ohsolete xinee
Ordinanee No. 3% of 1902 was pussed. Sections 4,5, H, 7,
G and 10 are based on the Twmperial Stanp Act 1301 10
the corresponding seetions of which reforence is muade 1n
the marginal notes. Section 11 hrings the loeal praciioe
into live with the practice i trodieed into Fnglaud by the
Finance Act 1394 which makes the duty pavable onorhe
value at the date of death awd not o the value at the thne
of the grant of probate. The words “passing on death”
are also introduced to provent donbrs arisive with regavd
to the Chinese law of inheritance, ax it has heen suw-
gested,  though not proved, ina recent case (i Clhok
Hung e, Li Pui Choiy that the Freuel principle of < /e Bort
saisit de vif? s vecognizerd asoa portion of the law of
Ching, and that consequently wiless o bare dary s
collected on the property passing on dedrh it cannot he
collected at all, bhecanse it is contomded. the decensed
leaves ne estate. The mmendiment atfected hy section U0 is
intended to make the rates of interest nuiform thronzhour
the Colony. Sih-sections (1Y oud (o) of seeiion B arein-
trodneed to remove doubts and sab-section {3) i< alveady
law by virtue of section St of Oedinanee No, b oof 1855
but it has been found conventent to tnvadwes (0ot the
Stamp Ovdinance,

O, G, Anspastryi

Atberuey General,

A BILL

ENTITLED

An Ordinance to consolidate and amend the Law
relating to the Management of Stamp Duties.

W HEREAS it is expedient ro consolidate and amend the
Law relating to the Management of Stawp Duties of whar-
ever nature :

Ba it enacted by the Governor of Hongkong, with the
advice and counseni of the Legislative Conneil thereof, as
follows :—

1. This Ordinance may be citeld as the Stawmp Duties
Management Ordivance, 1911,

2. All duties for the time being chargeable by law as
stamp duties shall be under the care and management of
the Collector, and this Ordinance shall apply to all such
duties and to ali fees which are for the time being dirvected
to be collected or received by meaus of stamps.

- 8.—(1.) The Collector may, with the approval of the
Governor-in-Council, grant a licence to any person to deal
in unused stamps as any place to be named in the licence.

(2.) The licence shall specify the full name and place
of abode of the person to whom the same is granted, and
a description of every house, shop, or place, in or at which
he is authorised to deal in unused stamps.

(3.) Every person to whom a licence is grauted shall
give security in the sum of one thousand dollars in such
manner and form as the Collector shall prescribe, and, if
by bond, the bond shall be exempt from stamp duty.

(4.) One licence and one bond only shall be required
for any number of persons in partnership, and the licence
may at any time be revoked by the Collector.

flepeals
section 51 of
Ordinance
No.Lof 1865,
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{0.) Every person licensed to deal iu stamps shall cause
to he visibly and legibly painted and shall keep so painted
in letters of not less than one inch in length on some
censpicuous place on the outside of the front of every
house, shop, or place in or at which he is licensed to deal
in unuzed stamps, his full name, together with the wards
“ Licensed to sell stamps,” and for every negleet or
omission =0 to do shall on summary conviction ineur a
fine not exceeding one hundred dollurs,

4.—(1.) Ifauy person who is not duly appainted to sell
and distribute stamps deals in any mauner in stamps, with-
out being licensed so to do, or at any Louse, shop, or place
not specified in bis licence he shall for every such offence
ineur on summary conviction s fine not exceeding two
Lundred dollars.

(2.) Ifany person whe is not duly appointed to sell and
distribute stamps, or duly licensed to deal in stamps, has,
or pats upon his premises either in the iuside or on the
outsidle thereot, or upow any board or any waterial what-
ever exposed to publie view, and whether the same he
affixed to his premises or not, any letters importing or
int®nding to impors thar he deals in staps, or is licensed
0 tu do, he shall on sunrnary couvietion inenr a fine nor
exceeding one hnndred dollars,

5.—(1.) I the licence of any person to deal in stamps
expires or ix revoked, or if auy person licensed to deul in
stamps dies or beeomes bankrupt, and any such person at
the expiration or revocation of lis livence, or at the time
of his death or hankruptey, has in his pussession any stamps,
such person, or Lis executor or adiivistrator, or the recei-
ver or frustee or official assignee under hig bankruptey,
wmay, within sis months after the expiration or revocation
of the licence, er after the death or bankruptey, as the
case may be, bring or send the stamps 1o the Collector,

(2.) The Coliector may in any such cuse pav to
the person bringing or sending stamps the amount of the
duty thereon, it proot to his sarisfaction is furnished that
the same were actually in the possession of the person,
whose licence has expired or been revoked, or so dying
or becoming hunkvupt, for the purpose of sale, at the time
of the expiration or revocation of the licence, or of his
death or bankruptey, and that the stamps were purchasod
or procured by that person at any public office, or frem
some person duly appointed to sell and distribute stamps,
or duly licensed to deal in stamps,

8.— (1) It any person, whether licensed to deal in
stamps or not, hawks or earries about for sale or exehs nwe,
any stamps, he shall in addiion to any other fine or
penalty to which he may be ligble inewr oy sunpary eon-
vietion g fine of two hundred dolln-y,

(20 Lo defanlt of payment ot the fine, on summary
conviction the offender shall he mnprisoned with or witli-
out hard Inbowr tor any term wot OX(femling' two months,

(3.) All stumips which are found in the pessession of the
offender shall be forferted, and shall be delivered to 1he
Collector to be dizposed of as he thivks fit

(4.) Any Police Utlicer may arvest a person tonud com-
mitting an offence agaiust thi- section and take him he-
tore a Magistvate who shall hear snd determine the matrer.

Adlowance for Spoiled Stamps.

7. Subject to sach regulations as the Governor-in-
Connceil may think proper to make, and to the production
ot sneh evidence by statutory declaration or otherwise as
the Collector may reqnire, allowance is to be made by the
Colleetor for stamps spoiled 1o the cases hercinafter men-
toned s (rhat is to sav) :—

(1.) The stamp on any material inadvertently aud
undesiznedly spoiled, obliterated, or by anv
means veadered unfit for the purpose intended,
before the material bears the signature of any
person or auy instrument wiitten thereon is
executed by any party :
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Any adhiesive stamp which hus been inadver-
tently and undesignedly spoiled or rendered
unfit for use and has not in the opinion of the
Collector been affixed to any material :

Any adhesive stamp representing a fee capable
of being collected by means of such stamp
which has been aflixad to material provided
that a certificate from the proper officer is
produced to the effect that the stawp should
be allowed :

The stamp on any hill of exchange signed by
or on behalf of the drawer which las not been
accepted or made use of' in auy manuver what-
ever or delivered ont of his hands for any pur-
pose other than by .way ot tender for aceept-
ance :

The stamp on any promissory note signed by
or on behalf of the maker which has not heen
made use of in any manver whatever ov deli-
vered out of his hands :

'The stamp on any bill of exclinuge or promis-
sory note which from any omission or error
lhias Deen spoiled or rendered useless, although
the same, being a Lill of exchange, way have
been accepted or indorsed, or, being a promis-
sory note, may have been delivered to the
payee, provided that another completed and
duly stamped biil of exebange or promissory
note is produced identieal in every particalar,
except 1n the correction of the error or omission,
with the spoiled Lill or note:

The stamp used for any ot the following instru-
ments ; that is to say,

(@.) An instrument executed hy any party
thereto, but afterwards found to e abso-
lutely void from the heginning :

ih.) An instrument esccuted by any party
thereto, but afterwards found unfit, by
reason of any error or mistake therein,
for the purpose criginally intended :

(¢.) An instrument executed by any party
thereto which has not been made use of
for any purpose whatever, and which by
reason of the iuability or refusal of some
necessary party to sign the same or to
complete the transaction according to
the instrument, is iucomplete and in-
sutlicient for the purpose for which it
was intended ;

{d.) An instrumert exccuted by any party
thereto, which by reason of the refusul
of any person to act nnder the sawme, or
for want of envolment or registration
within the time required by law, fails of
the intended purpose or becomes void :

(r.y Au instrument exoented by any party
thereto which is inadvertently nud un-
designedly spoiled, and in lien whereof
anoher ntrument made between the
saine parties and fur the same purpose
I executed and duly stamped, or which
becomes useless in consequence of the
transaction  intended to he therehy
icffected being effected by some other
ustrument duly stamped ¢

Provided as follows 1 —

() That the application for reliet is made
within six mouths after the stamp has
heen spoiled or beconie useless or in the
case of an excented instrument after
the date of the Instrumenr, or, if it is
not dated, within six mouths after the
execution thereof by the person by whom
.t owas first or alene executed or within
such turther time as the Collector may
prescribe in the case of any iustrument
sents abroad for execution or when from
unavoidable circumstances any instru-
ment for which another has been sub-
stituted cannot be produced within the
said period ;
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(£.) That in the case of an executed instru-

~ ment mno legal proceeding has been
commenced in which the instrmment
could or would have been given or
offered in evidence, and that the instrn-
ment is given up to be cancelled.

8. When any person has inadverteutly used for an in-
strument liable to duty a stamp of greater value than was
necessary, or has inadvertently used a stamp for an instru-
ment not liable to any duty, the Collector may, on
application made within two vears after the date of the
instrument, or, if it is not dated, within six months after
the execution thereof by the person by whom it was first
or alone executed, amd upon the ivstrnment, if liable to
duty, being stamped with the proper duty, eancel and
allow as spoiled the stamp so misused.

9. In auy caxe in which allowance is mulde for spoiled
or misused stamps the Collector may give in lieu thereos
other stamps of the same deuomination and value, ov if
required, and Le thinks proper, stamps ot any other de-
nomination to the same amount in value

Offences relating to Stamps.

10. Every person whe does, or canses or procures to hie
done, or knowingly aids, abers, or assists in doing, any of
the acts following : that is to say,

(1.) Forges u die or stamp or surcharges any stamyp
withont proper anthurit)‘ :

(2.) Prints or makes an impression upon  any
material with a forged die;

(3.) Fraudulently prints or makes an fwpression
upou any waterial from a genuine die ;

(4.) Fraudulently cuts, tears, or in auy way removes
from any material any stamp, with intent that
any use should be juade of such stamp or of
any purt thereof';

(5.) Fraudulently removes or canses to be vemoved
from any iustrument any adhesive stamp, or
affixes to uny other instrument «r uses for any
wostal purpose any adhesive stamy which lgs

Foasies) 1
been so romoved, with intent that the stamyp
may be used again; or

(0.) Traudulently mutilates any stamp, with intent
that any use should be made of anv part of
such stamyp ;

(7.) Frandulently fixes or places upow any material
or upon any stamp, any stamp or part of a
stamp whicli, whether fraududently ov not, has
been eut, torn, or in any wav removed from
any other material, or ont of or from any other
stamp ;

y e
—

Frandulently crases ov otherwise either really
or apparently removes from any  stamped
material any name, sum, date, or other matter
or thing whatsoever thereon written, with the
intent that anyv use should be made of the
statap upon sich material 3 or wilfully removes
or attempts to remove from any adhesive
staip any eancelling marks thereon ;

(1) Knowingly sells or exposes for sale or utters
or uses any forged stamp. or any stamp which
bas been frandulently printed or  impressed
from a genuine die: or any stamp from which
anceling marks have heen wholly ov partially
removed ; '

(10.) Selis or offers tor wale, or urters, any adhesive
stamp which hus heen so removed, or ntters
any instrument, having thereon any adhesive
stamp which has to his knowledge been so
removed as aforesaid

(11.) Kuowingly, and without lawful excuse (the

proof whereof shall lie on the person accused)
has in his possession avy forged die or stamp
or any stamp which has been fraudulently
printed or impressed from a genuine die, or any
stawp or part of a stamp which Las been frau-
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dulently eut, torn, or otherwise removed from
any material, or any stamp which has been
frandulently mutilated, or any stamped ma-
terial out of which anyv rame, sum, date, or
other matter or thing has been fraudulently
erased or otherwise either reaily or apparently
removed,

shall be guilty of felony, and shall on conviction he liable

to be imprisoned with or witheut hard labour for uny term

not exceeding seven yvears.

11. Every person who without lawful authority or exeuse
(the proot whereotf shall lie on the person accused)-—

(«r.) Makes or causes or procures to he made, or
nids or assists in making or knowingly has in
his custody or pessession, any paper iu the
substance of which shall appear any words,
letters, figures, marks, lines, threads, or other
devices peculiar to and appearing in the sub-
stance of any paper provided or used by or
under the dirvection of the Collector for re-
ceiving the impression of any die, ov any
part of such words, letters, fignres. marks,
lines, threads, or other devices, and intended
to ititate or pass for the same; or

{h.) Causes or assists in causing any such words,
letters, figures, marks, lines, threads, or devices
as aforesaid, or any part of such words, lettors,
fizures, marks, lines, threads, or other devices,
aud intended to imitate or pass for the same,
to appear in the substance of any puper what-
ever,

shall be guilty of felony, and shall on convicuivn be liable
to be imprisoned with or withont hard labour fur any
torm not exceeding two years.

12. Bvery person who without lawful authority or
excuse (the proof whereof shall lie on the person acensed)
purchases or receives or knowingly has in his custody or
possession-—

(n.) Any paper manufictured and provided by or
under the dircetion of the Collector, for the
purpose of being used for receiving the im-
pression «f any die before such paper shall
have been duly stamped and issued for public
use; or

(6.) Any plate, dic, dandy-roller, mould, or other
implement peculiurly used tu the manntacture
of any such paper,

shall be guilty of a misdemeanour, aud shall on conviction
be Hable to be imprisoned with or without hard Jabour for
any term not exceeding two vears.

13. On information given before n Magistrate upou oath
that there is just cause to suspect any persou of heing
unilty of any ot the offences uforesaid, such Magistrate may,
by a warrant under Lis hand, cause every house, room,
shop, building, or place belonging w or oceupied by the
suspected person, or where he 1s suspected of heing or
Laving been in any way engaged or concerned in the com-
mission of any such offence, or of secreting sny machinery,
implements, or utensils applicable to the commission of
any such offence, to be searched by a Luropean Police
Officer, and 1t upon such search any of the said severl
matters and things are found, the same may be seized and
carried away, and shall afterwards be delivered over to the
Collector.

14.—(1L.) Any Magistrate having knowledge of the
concealment or deposit of any stamps, may, upon reason-
able suspicion that the same have been stolen or fraudu-
lently obtained, issue his warrant to a European Police
Officer for the seizure thereof, and for apprehiending and
bringing before himself or any other Magistrate the per-
son in whose possession or custody the stamps may be
found, to be dealt with according to law.

(2.) If the person does not satisfactorily account for the
possession of the stamps or it does not appear that the
same were lawfully purchased by him, the stamps shall
be forfeited, and shall be delivered over to the Collector.
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(3.) Previded that if at any time within six months after
the delivery any person makes out to the satisfaction of
the Collector that any stamps so forfeited were stolen or
otherwise fraududently obtained from him snch stanips
may be delivered up to him.

15.—(1.) If any forged stamps are found in the posses-
sion of any person appointed to sell and distribute stamps,
or being or having been liceused to deal in stamps, that
person shall be deemed and taken, unless the contrary is
satisfactorily proved, to have had the same in his possession
knowing them to be forged, and with intent to sell, use, or
utter them, and shall be linble to the punishment imposed
by law upon a person selling, using, uttering, or having in
possession forged stamps knowing the same to be forged.

(2.) If a Muagistrate bas cause to suspeet any such person
of having in his possession any forged stamps, he may hy
warrant under his hand anthoriseany Ewropean Police OfHeer
to enter between the honrs of nine in the morning and seven
in the eveuiug into any honse, room, shop, or building of
or belonging to the suspected person, and if on demand of
admittance, and notice of the warrant, the door of the
house, room, shop, or building, or any inner door thercof,
is not opened, the authorised Police Officcr may break open
the same and search for amd scize any stamps that may be
found thevein or in the cnstody or possession of the sis-
pected person.

(3.) All Police Ofticers ave hereby required, upon request
by any person so authorised, to ald and assist in the execu-
tion of the warrant,

(4.} Any person who—
(a.) Refuses to permit any such search or seizure o
be made as aforesaid 5 or
(b.) Assaults, opposes, molests, or obstructs any per-
son so authorised in the due cxecution of the
powers conferred by this seetion or any person
acting in his aid or assistance,
and any Police Ofticer who upon any such request as afere-
said, refuses or neglects to aid and assist any person so
authorised in the due execution of his powers shall inenr a
fine of five hundred dollars.

16. Where stamps are seized nnder a warrant, the per-
son authorised by the warrant shall, if requnired, give to the
person in whose custody or possession the stamps are founid
an acknowledgment of the number, particulars, and amount
of the stamps, and permit the stamps to be marked before
the removal thercof,

17, Lvery person who by any writing in any manner
defaces any adhesive stamp before it is nsed shall inenr o
fine of fifty dollars:  Provided that any person may witl
the express savetion  of the Collector, and in econ-
formity with the conditions which he may preseribe,
write upon or otherwise appropriate an adhesive stamp
hefore it is nsed for the purpose of identifieation thereof.

18. Any person who practises or is eoncerned in any
fraudulent act, contrivance, or deviee, not specially pro-
vided for by law, with intent to defraud His Majesty of
any duty shall ineur a fine of five hundred dollars.

Miscellancous.

19. Whencver the Collector determines 1o discontinne
the use of any die, and provides a new die to bo used
in lien thereof, and gives pnblic notice thereof in the
Gazette, then from and after any day to bLe stated in
the notice (such day not heing within one month after the
same is so published) the new die shall be the only lawful
die for denoting the duty chargeable in any case in whiclh
the discoutinued die would have bLeen used ; and every
instranment first executed by any persou, or bearing date
after the day so stated, and stamped with the discontinued
die, shall be deemed to be not duly stamped :

Provided as follows :
(a.) If any instrument stamped as last aforesaid,
and first executed after the day so stated at any
place ont of the Colony, is brought to the
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Collector within fourteen days after it has
been received in the Colony, then upon proot
of the facts to the satisfaction of the Collector
the stamp thereon shall he cancelled, and the
jinstrument shall be stamped with the same
amonnt of duty by means of the lawful die,
without the payment of any penalty :

(6.) All persons having in their possession auy
material stamped with the discontinued dig, and
whicel by renson of the providing of such new
die has been rendered nseless, may at any time
within six months after the day stated in the
notice send the same to the chief office or one
of the bead offices, and the Collector may
thereupon cause the stamp on such materinl to
be cancelled, and the same material, or, if the
Collector thinks fit, any other material, to be
stamped with the new die, in lien of and to an
equal amonut with the stamp so cancelled,

20. The provisions of this Ordinance in reference to
offences relating to stamps shall apply to any label now or
hereafter provided by Government for denoting any dufy
of excise, and any label so provided shall he deemed to be
inclnded in the term “stamp” as defined by this Ordinance,

21. In this Ordinance, unless the context otherwise
requires—

The expression “ Colleetor ™ meang the Collector of
Stamp Revenue :

The expression “duty ” means auy stamp duty for the
time beiug chargeahle by law ineluding postage :

The expression “maferial ” includes every sort of
material upon which words or figures ecan be
expressed :

The expression *instrument” includes every written
document :

The expression “die” includes any plate, type, tool,
or implement whatever used under the direction
of the Collector for expressing or denoting any
duty, or rate of dauty, or the fact that any duty
or rate of duty or peualty hasz been paid, or that
an instrument is Jduly stamped, or is not charge-
able with any duty or for denoting any fee, and
also any part of any such plate, type. tool, or
implement :

The expressions * forge ™ and “ forged ™ inclnde coun-
terfeit and counterfeited or fictitious :

'The expression “stamp ™ means as well a stamp im-
pressed by means of a die as an adhesive stamp
for denoting any duty or fee, and shall irelnde
auy stump for denoring a rate of postage of any
British Possessicn or of any foreigu country :

The expression “stamped ™ is applicable as well to
instruments and material Impressed with stamps
by means of a dic as to instruments and material
having adhesive stamps affixed thereto :

The expressious “executed” and “exeeution ™, with
reference to iustruments notr under seal, mean
signed and signaiure.

29. The Postmaster General shall have and shall le
euntitled to exercise all the powers of the Collector under
this Ordinance in respect of alt matters affecting the Post
Office of the Colony.

28. The enactments specified in the Schedule to this
Ordinance are hereby repealed from and after the com-
mencement of this Ordinance to the exteni specified in
the third column of that Schedule.

Application
ot Ordinaree
to exeise

Definitions,
ihos 27,

Postmaster
Gieneral io
have powers
ol Collector
in matters
affecting
Poxt Otfice.

Repeal.



Siaort tithe,

REEL

25 of RGN,

— 101 —

SCHEDULE.

I
16 0f 1901, An Ordinance 1o consolidato 1‘ Sections 13,
and amend the Laws relating | 25, 26, 27
1o Stamps and Stamp Duty. | and 9%,
|

6 of 1900.1  An Ordinance to consolidate i Section 34

and amend the Laws relating | sub - section

! to the Post Otfice, (1) (d) ex-

| cept the first
‘ I line,

g | Section 36

‘ sub-sections

‘(l) (¢) and

()

Objects and Reasons,

This Biil is hased mainly on the Lnperial Stamp Duties
Management Act 1391 (54 anid 55 Vier., . 38) to the cor-
responding sectinns of which reference is made i the
margin, The licence insisted ou by section 3 is however
only vequired in the case of unused stamps,  Section 7
replaces section 13 of Omlin_m!(:o No. 16 of 1901, Section
10 is based mainly on the Stamp Duties Management Act
18D but certain of its sub-sections, namely, sub-sections
(o) and (10) arve taken from the Stamp Act 1801 and sub-
seetions (8) and (9) are a combination of sub-sections of
the Stamp Duties Managemeunt Act with sub-sections ot
section 27 of Ordinance No. 16 of 1901, [y section 13 of
the Stawmp Duties Management Aco the maximum punish-
ment is fourteen years penal servitude. In section 9 of
the Stamp Act rhe penalty is a fine of £30 in addition to
any other penalty to which the offender may be liable,
The maximum penalty under section 27 of Ordinance No.
16 ol 1901 is two years hard Iahonr.

C. G. ALaBastpg,
Attm'nag/ (Feneral, '

A BILL

ENTITLED

An Ordinance to amend the Private Vehicles
Licensing Ordinance, 1895,

Bi it enacted by the Governor of Hongkong, with
the advice and consent of the Legilative Couneil
thereof, as follows ;—

1. This Ordinance may  bhe cited as the Private
Vehicles Amendment Ovilinance, 1911,

2. The following amendments <hall e made in Or-
dinance No. 5 of 1895 —
(i.) In the title the words “the licensing of =
arce repealed,
(i) In seetion 1 the word “licensing ™ i<
repealed.

(i) In =ection 2 the words “ In this Ordinance
— Private Vehiele ™ includes ” and the
definition of * License ™ are repcaled ; and
the remainder of thoe section shall be suh-
section (1) of the section, with the follow-
ing words added after the word « exempt

=“shall be licensed in accordance with
the provisious of this Ordinance ™

(iv.) The following sub-sections shall he added
to section 2: —

“(2.) The licence shall be taken out by
the owner, and shall be issned by such
ofticer as the Governor shall appoint.

(3.) The grant and issue of the licence
shall be in the discretion of the officer
aforesaid ; but any person aggrieved by the
refusal of a licence may appeal to the
Governor who may direet the licence to he
issued,”
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(v.) Sections 3 and 5 are vepealed.,

(vi.) Section 4 shall be renumbered section 3.
and shall be as follows :—

“ The Governor-in-Couneil may make
regulations-——

(1.) for the issue of licences. the forms
thereof, the fees to be paid therefor, and all
other matters conneeted therowith :

(2.) for the regulation of all vehicles
mentioned in section 2, including  those
which are exempted from heing licensed.”

(vil.) Seetion 6 shall be renumbered section 4,
and shall be as follows :

= The following shali be deemed to he
offences in respeet of licences required by
this Ovrdinance : -

(1.) using any vehicle for which a
licenee is required without having a licenee ;

(2.) any breach of the conditions of a
licence ;

(3.) furnishing untrue particulars in
obtaining or in respeet of any licence

(4.) using or aftempting to use, or
allowing anv person to use or attempt to
use. a lieenee for a velitele in respect of
which sach licenee was not granted ;

(5.) using or attempting to use any
other document as a licence,”

(viii.) Sections 7, 8 and 9 shall be re-numbered
sections 9, 6 and 7 respectively.

Ghjects and Reasons.

This Ordinance is introdnced to render Ordinance
No. 5 of 1895 more intelligible, serious errors having
heen dizeovered during the course of the Revision of
the Laws,  Thix Ordinanee deals with trafie as well as
licences s the word “licensing™ has therefore heen
deleted from the title, No new prineiple ix introduced.

(L Go Avasasten,

NMtorney General.

A BILL

ENTITLED

An Ordinance to authorize the Appropriation of

aoSupplementary Sum of Four hundred and
thivty-cight thousand nine hundred and nine
Dollars and uinetyv-three Cents, o defray the
Chavges of the Year 1910,

Wiereas it has beconie necessary to make further pro-
vizion for the public service of the Colony for the yeuar
1910, in addition to the charge upon the reveune of the
Colony for the scrvice ol the =aid year aiready provided
for :

Br it enacted by the Governor of Hongkong, with (he
advice aud comsent of the Legislative Conneil thereof, as
follows 1~

A sum of Four hundred and thirev-cight thousand niue
hndred and nine Dollars and vinety-three Cents, is hereby
charged upon the revenue of the Colony for the servieo of
the vear 1910, the said snm so charged heing expendod as
hereinafter specified ¢ that is to say :—

& 11218

'

Audit Deparinent, - - -

Treasnry, - - - - - 170,91
Miseellaucous Scrviees, - - - 125,380,322
Judicinl and Legal Departments, - 1.58
Public Works, Recurrent, - - 2.335.24
Publiec Works, Extraordinary, - 264,003.53
Post Oftfice, - - - - - 26,671.35
Pensions, - - - - - 19,225.87

Total, - - - - $438,909.93
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